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Fake currency
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ahead of Durga Puja,” 
Mashiur Rahman, deputy 
commissioner of DB, 
Gulshan division, told The 
Daily Star yesterday.

Two laptops, four 
printers, some note cutters, 
holographic thread, ink, 
special paper and materials 
-- through which around Tk 
4 crore worth fake notes can 
be manufactured -- were 
recovered.

Law enforcers also seized 
fake notes worth Tk 49 lakh 
from the flat, Mashiur said.

They had the capacity 
to manufacture fake notes 
worth Tk 2 to 2.5 lakh 
daily. It cost them Tk 6,000 
to make each lakh of fake 
currencies, the official said. 

They then sold those at 
Tk 10,000 to small traders at 
districts across the country, 
officials said. 

Mental health 
FROM PAGE 3

level with the government’s help, there would be more 
positive outcomes.

The webinar was chaired by Valerie Ann Taylor, founder 
and coordinator of CRP, where Saima was the chief guest.

Speaking at the webinar, World Health Organization 
(WHO) Representative Dr Bardan Jung Rana said Covid-19 
has disrupted essential health services, including mental 
health, and WHO is now working on mental health 
services at primary level.

Dr Md Golam Rabbani, chairperson of Neuro-
Developmental Disability Trust, and Rita Bonomally, 
programme manager of Southeast Asia, Kadoorie 
Charitable Foundation, Hong Kong, also addressed the 
programme as special guests.

CRP has been working on mental health since 2014, 
providing occupational therapy for several mental 
hospitals of Bangladesh.

Article 70
FROM PAGE 3

Besides, the Jatiya Party 
chief said BNP has long 
been facing leadership 
crisis, frustrating its leaders 
and activists. “People are 
also disappointed with 
BNP,” he added.

The JP chairman said 
there was good governance 
and rule of law in the 
country during the nine-
year rule of HM Ershad.

“There was no 
murder, rape, extortion, 
politicisation and tender 
manipulation in the 
country at that time. 
So, the only party that 
people trust is Jatiya Party 
and people will join it 
in groups in the days to 
come.”

ROOPPUR PURCHASE SCAM

Suspended PWD 
engineer refused bail
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday refused to grant bail to an engineer, Md Shafiqul 
Islam, in three cases filed over corruption in purchasing furniture and 
household items for the officials of Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant in Pabna. 

The court, however, ordered the Anti Corruption Commission (ACC) to 
complete investigation of the cases in six months. It also kept three rules 
over the bail for Shafiqul in the cases stand over (waiting for hearing) for 
six months. 

The HC bench of Justice Md Nazrul Islam Talukder and Justice Ahmed 
Sohel came up with the order during virtually hearing on the rules. 

On August 17, the HC bench issued three separate rules asking the 
ACC and government why Shafiqul, a suspended assistant engineer of the 
Public Works Department, should not be granted bail in the cases. 

ACC lawyer Advocate Khurshid Alarm Khan told The Daily Star that 
Shafiqul cannot get release from jail following the HC orders. 

Advocate Sayeed Ahmed Raza appeared for Shafiqul while Deputy 
Attorney General AKM Amin Uddin Manik represented the state. 

The ACC filed the case with its Pabna district office against Shafiqul and 
several others on December 12 last year on charges of irregularities involving 
Tk 26 crore in supplying furniture and household items to the officials of 
Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant, said Advocate Khurshid Alarm Khan. 

Shafiqul was also arrested on that day. 
According to several reports, the prices of various items used to furnish 

the project’s 966 flats for the Russian engineers and others were abnormally 
higher than market prices. 

The reports claimed that each pillow was bought for Tk 5,957, and the 
cost of carrying it to a flat was Tk 760. An electric stove cost Tk 7,747 and 
the cost of carrying it from the ground floor to the top floor was Tk 6,650. 
The price of an electric iron was Tk 4,154 and the carrying cost was Tk 
2,945, the reports showed.

Five km 
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to lack of workers -- Chinese and local -- and 
poor supply of construction materials since 
January, they said.

The project authorities were able to bring 
back pace after Chinese nationals returned 
to work in May following the end of the two-
month shutdown. But strong currents in the 
Padma started causing problems, they said.

No span could be installed after June 10, 
when the 31st span was put in, officials said.

Besides, at least 192 railway stingers and 
220 roadway decks, supposed to be used for 

construction of the bridge, went into the 
Padma on July 31 due to erosion at a yard.

Although the erosion could not affect 
the bridge, it might cause some delay as the 
stingers would have to be imported from 
Luxembourg, they added.

The current deadline of the fast-
track project is June 2021. However, top 
government officials already said they have 
to extend the deadline.

Once in service, the bridge will connect 
the capital with 21 districts, and is expected 
to boost the country’s GDP by 1.2 percent.

Brac Bank 
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Later, the investigation officers implicated 
Jaha Alam in the corruption cases, the court 
observed. 

Delivering verdict on a suomuto 
(voluntary) rule, the HC ordered Brac 
Bank Ltd to submit a report to this court 
through the SC registrar general’s office 
after complying with the directive, said 
ACC lawyer Khurshid Alam. 

The HC bench of Justice FRM Nazmul 
Ahasan and Justice KM Kamrul Kader also 
cautioned the ACC to remain careful in 
conducting inquiry into the corruption 
cases and in appointing investigation 
officers so that such incident like that of 
Jaha Alam does not take place in future. 

The bench observed that ACC 
investigation officers had negligence and 
incompetence in conducting inquiry into 
Jaha Alam cases as they were young, but 

they had not any malafide intention.
The HC bench on January 28 last year 

issued the rule asking the authorities 
concerned of the ACC, Brac Bank Ltd 
and government why they should not 
be directed to release Jaha Alam and to 
compensate him for his suffering in jail.

The bench came up with the rule 
following a report published in the 
Prothom Alo, headlined “Wrong accused 
in jail in 33 cases: Sir, I am Jaha Alam, not 
Salek.” 

The court issued the rule after SC lawyer 
Amit Das Gupta, now a deputy attorney 
general, placed the newspaper reports 
before the HC bench for necessary order. 
On February 3 last year, the HC directed the 
jail authorities to release Jaha Alam from 
prison immediately and accordingly he got 
released the same day.

NSU students 
continue protest 
for fee waiver
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

For the second consecutive day, a group of North South 
University students staged a sit-in in front of their campus 
yesterday, demanding 30 percent waiver of fees for the 
upcoming fall semester.

In addition, the protesters also demanded cancellation 
of all student activity fees -- including computer lab fees, 
library fees and more.

“We demand 30 percent waiver of tuition fees and 
cancellation of all student activity fees,” said a protesting 
student of the university’s Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering department.

Students said they want their demands to be fulfilled by 
October 22, the starting date for the fall semester.

“If the authorities do not heed our demands, we will 
wage tougher protests,” a protester told this correspondent.

The students staged the sit-in in front of the university 
gates for several hours starting from 12 noon.

Talking to The Daily Star on Sunday morning, NSU 
Vice-Chancellor Professor Atiqul Islam said, “We have 
already sent a message to the students. We said we will get 
back to them (students) regarding a decision on fee waiver 
by October 22.”

A top official of the NSU administration said the issue is 
in the hands of the board of trustees, adding that the board 
is yet to make any decision in this regard.

“We understand that the authorities will take a decision 
in this regard in co-ordination with the board of trustees 
and finance committee, which is headed by a trustee,” 
added the official.

5km detour due to a 

30ft washed-out road 
Bridge-linking clay road, damaged nearly 

a month ago by rain, remains unattended
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Residents of ward-33 in Rangpur city have been suffering immensely 
since part of a clay road connecting Damdama bridge was washed away 
following a record-breaking downpour on September 26. 

As a result, locals are having to use a five-kolometre diversion road to 
cross the area.

Hossainnagar residents said the 150x24-feet bridge was built by the 
Local Government Engineering Department (LGED) over river Ghagat in 
2012.

According to Met office, Rangpur recorded a 433mm rainfall on 
September 26, which left the whole city waterlogged. 

Strong currents washed away a 30ft stretch of the link road in 
Hossainnagar, snapping communication between the ward and the main 
city.

Sirajul Islam, councillor of ward-33, said the ward is far away from 
central city and the residents have to cross the river through the bridge to 
go to workplaces and for other necessary reasons.

Following the incident, locals put a bamboo structure in the gap on 
their own at a cost of Tk 20,000. But that is not working for vehicles 
properly.

Younus Ali, a resident of Mekura, said he needs to go to Pairabandh 
every day. “Now I have to use another road which is 5km long,”  he further 
told the newspaper.

Rezaul Haq, executive engineer of LGED in Rangpur, said they are aware 
of the situation. 

They are trying to have a project proposal approved by the higher 
authorities in Dhaka to renovate the road for minimising public sufferings, 
he added. 

3 constables 
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investigating officer, produced the 
constables before court, but he denied to 
comment on what they said.

The officers are not among those who 
were suspended and withdrawn from the 
police station after Rayhan’s death.

Rayhan (33) died at Sylhet MAG Osmani 
Medical College Hospital on October 11 
morning, around an hour after he was 
admitted there by police.

After allegations of torture arose, an 
internal probe body of police was formed.
Four officers, including outpost in-charge 
Sub-inspector Akber Hossain Bhuiyan, 
were suspended and three were withdrawn. 
Akber, the prime accused, is still on the run.

Meanwhile, a three-member committee, 
headed by an assistant inspector general, 
was formed to mainly find out if anyone 
helped Akbar to abscond, AIG Sohel Rana 
of Police Headquarters told The Daily Star.


