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Important bridge lies 
broken for 3 years
Over 5 lakh inhabitants of Nilphamari and Dinajpur have 
been suffering immensely
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Thousands of people of different villages in 
Nilphamari and Dinajpur have been suffering 
immensely since the concrete bridge over Bhulli 
river in Nilphamari Sadar upazila collapsed about 
three years ago.

During a recent visit, this correspondent found 
the east end of the bridge is under Khokshabari 
union in Nilphamari’s Sadar upazila while its west 
end situated in Alokdihi union under Dinajpur’s 
Khansama upazila.

Besides, around 5 lakh inhabitants of 14 
surrounding villages on both side of the bridge use it.

There are three educational institutions, 
like Sonardanga Government Primary School, 
Kukrardanga High School and Dakkhinpara 
Girls’ High School, at Nilphamari end, while two 
other institutions like Purba Bashuli Government 
Primary School, Basuli High School and an 
orphanage situated on the other end of the bridge.

Khokshabari Union Parishad Chairman 
Badiuzzaman Prodhan said although the 160-feet-
long bridge was damaged during the flood in 2017, 
the authorities concerned are yet to repair it.

As alternative, villagers, living on both ends of 

the bridge, jointly built a makeshift bamboo bridge 
in place of the collapsed concrete bridge to go to 
their destinations.

As no mechanized vehicles can move through 
the bamboo bridge, people have to cross it on foot 
or on rickshaws and bicycles.

HM Shafiqul Islam, headmaster of Basuli High 
School in Dinajpur’s Khansama upazila, said 
several hundred students from different areas of 
Nilphamari come to the school crossing the narrow 
bamboo bridge. 

A number of students fell in the river while 
crossing the bridge and were later saved by locals, 
he added.

Farmer Idris Ali, 65, of Pashchim Basuli village 
in Dinajpur said, many farmers like him owned 
croplands on other side of the river in Nilphamari.

In absence of permanent bridge, they face 
serious difficulties to carry their crops, power tiller 
or fertilizers to and from their croplands, he added.

Contact, Local Government Engineering 
Department (LGED) Upazila Engineer Harunur 
Rashid said they have already sent a project 
proposal to construct a new concrete bridge over 
Bhulli river and waiting for its approval.

This important bridge, situated between two upazilas of Nilphamari and Dinajpur, over Bhulli river in Nilphamari Sadar upazila has 

been lying unrepaired since it collapsed in 2017. The photo was taken recently. PHOTO: STAR

Water ambulance given driver 
after two years

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

The Netrakona district 
administration has finally given 
temporary appointment to a driver 
for driving the water ambulance of 
Khaliajuri Upazila Health Complex. 

The water ambulance had been 
sitting idle at Khaliajuri Upazila 
Health Complex for more than two 
years.  

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, 
during her visit to Khaliajuri in 
2017, pledged to arrange a water 
ambulance for the healthcare 
facility so that critical patients from 
flood-prone and low-lying areas in 
Khaliajuri upazila would be able 
to avail medical services during 
monsoon. 

As promised, the ambulance was 
sent to the hospital the same year, 
under “Community Based Health 
Care Project”, but it had remained 
stationary there as the government 
hospital had no scope to hire a 
driver for it, according to locals.

People of Khaliajuri -- an upazila 
dotted with several large water 
bodies or haors -- usually remain 
confined to their homes due to 
flooding during the monsoon 
months and boats become their 

only means of communications 
during those months. 

Ataul Gani Osmani, health 
and family planning officer in 
Khaliajuri upazila, said a driver has 
been appointed for the ambulance 
on temporary basis as there is no 
official sanction for a driver post at 
the hospital. 

The 31-bed hospital on an 
average has 20 inpatients and 
oftentimes, critical patients are sent 
out to hospitals in different districts 
for more advanced care.

With water all around, family 
members of patients suffer 
immensely to find a suitable 

transport to take their loved ones to 
a distant hospital, he also said. 

Khaliajuri Upazila Nirbahi 
officer AHM Arifur Rahman said 
he never saw the ambulance 
operational during his two years of 
service in the upazila.

Thanks to the initiative of the 
district administration, which 
recently hired a driver for the 
ambulance, patients from any part 
of the upazila, especially in remote 
areas of Chakua, Gazipur and 
Krishnapur, will be able to avail the 
ambulance service for Tk 1,000. 

The vessel has the capacity to 
provide oxygen support and carry 

necessary medical personnel along 
with the patient, he added.

Contacted, Netrakona Civil 
Surgeon Tajul Islam Khan, 
however, claimed that the 
ambulance had been in operation 
on various occasions under special 
arrangement.

He also said that a letter has 
already been sent to the authorities 
concerned, seeking the creation of a 
permanent driver post for the water 
ambulance. 

Nazim Uddin, former chairman 
of Krishnapur Union Parishad, 
said the upazila headquarters is 16 
kilometres away from Krishnapur 
and it is extremely difficult to 
transport critical patients to a 
hospital, especially during the 
monsoon.

“It would be a huge respite for 
the impoverished residents of haor 
areas that lack most basic services 
and amenities.”

While talking to this 
correspondent, Netrakona Deputy 
Commissioner Kazi Md Abdur 
Rahman assured that the ambulance 
would not be left idle for a single 
day from now on. “I have already 
asked the upazila administration to 
monitor its operation regularly.”
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Panic grips
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just a local fisherman,” he 
said. 

“We handed over 
Shambu’s body to his 
family after autopsy, but no 
one came to take the other 
body,” he added.

Pragoti Chakma, chairman 
of Naniarchar upazila, said, 
“Panic and tension gripped 
the locals after the gunfight 
on Tuesday.”

Meanwhile, in a statement, 
UPDF claimed that 
Ashapurna Chakma was one 
of its members while Shambu 
was a fisherman, who had no 
links with the party.   

The injured army soldier is 
Shahabuddin, member of a 
patrol team, who was shot in 
his left shoulder. He was taken 
by helicopter to Chattogram 
Combined Military Hospital 
(CMH) for treatment, the 
ISPR said in the release issued 
after the gunfight.

The incident took place 
around 5:30pm in Burighat 
area of the upazila when a 
patrol team of Rangamati 
Army Zone went to the 
spot to nab some armed 
extortionists of UPDF (Prasit 
Khisa) based on a tip-off, the 
release read. 

Sensing the presence of 
the army, the UPDF men 
fired at them, prompting 
them to retaliate, triggering 
the gunfight, the release 
added.

Ninth-grader gang-raped
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They also recorded the incident and 
blackmailed the girl for money, the law 
enforcers added. 

Mohammad Imranul Kabir, 
inspector (investigation) of 
Moheshkhali Police Station, said the 
victim’s mother filed a case with the 
police station in this regard. The trio 
was held by locals and handed over to 
police on Monday.

Meanwhile, a Bogura court yesterday 
sent a man to jail for allegedly raping a 
grade-II student in the district’s Sherpur 
upazila.

The accused Rajib Sheikh, 30, of 
the upazila’s Sughat union, also gave 
confessional statement to the district’s 
senior judicial magistrate court 

yesterday.
Police said Rajib raped the girl on 

October 10.
In Lalmonirhat, a court on Tuesday 

sent a former bank official to jail for 
sexually harassing four girls at Tepatari 
village in Kaliganj upazila of the district. 

The accused Mobarak Ali, 50, of the 
same village, had remained absconding 
since December last year as the incident 
came into limelight then.

Police said he used to play with 
children at his village home. He took 
girls to his room luring them with 
chocolates and biscuits. Then, he 
sexually harassed them.

On December 3, 2019, the father of 
a victim filed a case with police against 
him. 

On Tuesday, he surrendered before 

the district Women and Children 
Repression Prevention Tribunal. 

Later, the judge of the tribunal sent 
him to jail, said Arju Mohammad 
Sajjad, officer-in-charge of Kaliganj 
Police Station.

In Kushtia, a court yesterday sent 
a man to jail on charge of raping a 
woman in Daulatpur upazila.

The accused Rustom Ali, of the same 
upazila, raped her on Monday night, 
said police.

In Barishal, five youths were sued on 
Tuesday over a rape incident at Kazirhat 
upazila.

Police said a youth named Babu 
raped the woman with the help of 
four of his friends in the early hours of 
Monday.

In Narayanganj, a court yesterday 

granted two-day remand to an elderly 
person who was earlier arrested 
on charge of raping two sisters in 
Shiddhirganj Police Station area. 

In Patuakhali, a woman yesterday 
filed a police compliant against a local 
Jubo League leader for attempting to 
rape her early yesterday in Golachipa 
upazila’s Kacharikanda area.

In Laxmipur, Suman, 26, was 
arrested for allegedly raping a mentally 
challenged teenage girl. 

Accused Suman works in a tailoring 
shop in Dhaka’s Nilkhet area. The 
victim’s father filed a case with Raipur 
Police Station in this connection.

[Our correspondents from Cox’s 
Bazar, Lalmonirhat, Bogura, Kushtia, 
Barishal, Narayanganj and Patuakhali 
contributed to this report]


