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INTERNATIONAL

Covid-19 reinfection casts
doubt on virus immunity

Study says such cases may cause severe symptoms

AGENCIES

Covid-19 patients may experience more
severe symptoms the second time they are
infected, according to research released
Tuesday confirming it is possible to catch
the potentially deadly disease more than
once.

A study published in The
Lancet Infectious Diseases
journal charts the first
confirmed case of Covid-19
reinfection in the United
States -- the country worst
hit by the pandemic -- and
indicates that exposure to the
virus may not guarantee future immunity.

The patient, a 25-year-old Nevada man,
was infected with two distinct variants of
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes Covid-19,
within a 48-day time frame.

The second infection was more severe
than the first, resulting in the patient being
hospitalised with oxygen support.

The paper noted four other cases of
reinfection confirmed globally, with one
patient each in Belgium, the Netherlands,
Hong Kong and Ecuador.

Experts said the prospect of reinfection
could have a profound impact on how the

In particular, it could influence the hunt
for a vaccine -- the currently Holy Grail of
pharmaceutical research.

Vaccines work by triggering the body's
natural immune response to a certain
pathogen, arming it with antibodies it to
fight off future waves of infection.

But it is not at all clear how
long Covid-19 antibodies
last. For some diseases, such
as measles, infection confers
lifelong immunity. For other
pathogens, immunity may be
fleeting at best.

According to two reports
published on Thursday in Science
Immunology people infected with
Covid-19 develop antibodies targeting the
new coronavirus that last for at least three
months.

The researchers pointed out that
reinfection of any kind remains rare, with
only a handful of confirmed cases out of
tens of millions of Covid-19 infections
globally.

However, since many cases are
asymptomatic and therefore unlikely to
have tested positive initially, it may be
impossible to know if a given Covid-19
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10.4m Americans voted so far

Mail-in voting continues amid ballot errors, court battles and threats

AGENCIES

US voters have cast more than 10 million votes
for the Nov 3 presidential election, significantly
outpacing the early vote in 2016 and suggesting
a large turnout, according to data compiled by
the US Elections Project.

As of Monday night, nearly 10.4 million
Americans have cast a vote in states that report
early voting data, according to the election
information resource at the University of
Florida. The number of ballots cast in five states
- Minnesota, South Dakota, Vermont, Virginia
and Wisconsin - already exceeds 20% of total
2016 turnout, the Elections Project said.

But the complex rules of mail-in voting also
rising worries among both camps.

Three weeks before the US presidential vote,
the immense surge in demand for mail-in ballots
due to the coronavirus is testing the country’s
ability to pull off a credible election.

Tens of thousands of ballots in Ohio and
New York has been cancelled with the wrong
candidate or voter names. Votes thrown in the
trash in Pennsylvania over naked votes and
scores of lawsuits have been filed over the counts.

President Donald Trump says voting by mail
is ripe for fraud and has promised to challenge
ballot counts.

“Out of control. A Rigged Election!!!” Trump
tweeted on Friday after news that ballots with the
wrong candidates were sent to 50,000 residents
of Columbus, Ohio, a key state Trump needs to
win for reelection.

But election analysts say that, despite those
headline cases, so far the process is going well.

Nearly 75 million mail-in ballots have been
sent or requested so far this year, more than
double the 33 million in 2016, according to the

US Elections Project of the University of Florida
on Monday.

But errors and delays in getting the ballots
printed and mailed, cases of mishandled ballots
like in Pennsylvania, and reports of people
receiving more than one ballot have stoked
attacks on the concept at large.

The Ohio and New York ballot problems
were simple printing and envelop insertion
errors that could have been avoided with better
management.

Republicans especially have tried to limit
the impact of mail-in voting, as surveys show
Democrats are much more likely that Republicans
to mail their ballot rather than vote in person.

In Pennsylvania they battled for a court ruling
to throw out ballots if the voter uses the wrong
envelope. In South Carolina Republican attorneys
won a ruling requiring envelopes for ballots to be
signed by witnesses as well as the voter.

The issue of rejected ballots could be crucial.

The 2000 presidential battle between George
W Bush and Al Gore was decided by a 537 vote
margin in Florida, and hinged on the Supreme
Court blocking a broad recount that could have
restored thousands of rejected ballots.

world battles through the pandemic. case is the first or second infection.
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Memo No. 35.01.2690.071.07.001.2020-30 Date: 11.10.2020

Request for Expressions of Interest (EOI)
(Consulting Services for Feasibility Study and Detailed Design
Consultant (FSDDC) - Firms selection)

Bangladesh Western Economic Corridor & Regional Enhancement Program

(WeCARE) Phase-|

Assignment Title: Feasibility Study and Detailed Design Consultant (FSDDC)

Reference No.: SP-07

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh has received financing

from the World Bank for implementing the Western Economic Corridor &

Regional Enhancement Program (WeCARE) Phase-l and intends to apply

part of the proceeds for the Consulting Services of Feasibility Study and

Detailed Design Consultant (FSDDC).

The broad scope of consulting services (‘the Services”) include carrying out

the tasks mentioned below along the Jhenaidah-Jashore National Highway

segment and Bhomra-Satkhira-Navaron National & Regional Highway

segment.

1. Prepare feasibility study and detailed design for Bhomra-Satkhira-
Navaron Highway segment;

2. Update the existing feasibility study and detailed design for Jhenaidah-
Jashore Highway segment that was done under SRTPPF;

3. Carrying out all required surveys and investigations;

4. Preparing Cost Estimates, Specifications, Bill of Quantities, Bidding
Documents and providing Procurement support.

Expected date for commencement of the services is March 2021 and the

tentative duration of the entire assignment is about 18 (eighteen) months. A

draft TOR can be found at the following website: (www.rhd.gov.bd;

www.cptu.gov.bd; or can be obtained at the address of the undersigned given

below).

The Roads and Highways Department (RHD) under Road Transport and

Highways Division, Ministry of Road Transport and Bridges, Government of

Bangladesh now invites eligible Consultancy Firms to express their interest in

providing the Services. Interested consulting firms should provide information

demonstrating that they have the required qualifications and relevant

experience to perform the Services. The qualifications and experiences for

shortlisting are:

1. Experience in feasibility study and detailed design of highways and
bridges;

2. Experience in Engineering investigations and surveys required for
feasibility study and detailed design;

3. Experience in development partner’s funded similar projects.

The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to the Section Ill, Para 3.14,

3.16, and 3.17 of the World Bank's “Procurement Regulations for IPF

Borrowers, July 2016 and updated in August 2018,” setting forth the World

Bank's policy on conflict of interest.

Consultancy Firm may associate with other firms to enhance their

qualifications, but should indicate clearly whether the association is in the form

of a Joint Venture; associations of and/or a sub-consultancy, in case of a joint

venture, all the partners in the joint venture shall be jointly and severally liable

for the entire contract, if selected. The short-listed firm would also have

opportunity to form JV or association, even if the said firm is short-listed on

their own as single entity.

A Consultancy Firm will be selected in accordance with the Quality and Cost

Based Selection (QCBS) method set out in the Procurement Regulations.

Further information can be obtained at the address of the undersigned given

below during office hours from 9:00am to 17:00pm Bangladesh Standard

Time (BST).

Expression of Interest (EOI) must be delivered in a written form to the address

of the undersigned (in person, or by mail, or by fax, or by e-mail) by 14:30pm

(BST), November 16, 2020.

The Client will not be responsible for any costs or expenses incurred by the

firm(s) in connection with the preparation or delivery of the EOI. The

Executing Agency reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal without

assigning any reason.

Riaz Ahmad Jaber
Project Director (ACE), RHD
Technical Assistance for Road Transport Connectivity
Improvement Project Preparatory Facility
Room-201, Level-02 (1st Floor), Part-01
Main Building of RHD
Sarak Bhaban, Tejgaon, Dhaka-1208
Tel: +88-02-9352870; Fax: +88-02-9352841
E-mail: pd.rtcippf.rhd@gmail.com
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