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Fighting displaces half of 
Karabakh population
Putin says ‘tragedy’ must end now 
AFP, Stepanakert

Half of the population of the breakaway Nagorno-Karabakh region have 
been displaced in clashes between Armenian forces and Azerbaijan as 
Russian President Vladimir Putin called for the end to a “tragedy” that 
shows no sign of abating.  

The fighting in one of the most combustible frozen conflicts left over 
after the fall of the Soviet Union erupted on September 27 and so far 
neither side has shown willingness to compromise.

The conflict has gained an international dimension that has alarmed 
the West, with Turkey supporting Azerbaijan and Armenia hoping that 
Moscow, which has so far stayed on the sidelines, could help its cause.

“Of course this is a huge tragedy. People are dying, there are heavy losses 
on both sides,” Putin said during an interview with state-run television.

Even if the longstanding conflict could not be resolved, a ceasefire must 
be agreed “as quickly as possible”, he added.

“According to our preliminary estimates, some 50 percent of Karabakh’s 
population and 90 percent of women and children -- or some 70,000-
75,000 people -- have been displaced,” Karabakh rights ombudsman Artak 
Beglaryan told AFP yesterday.

Baku and Yerevan have for decades been locked in a simmering conflict 
over Nagorno-Karabakh and attempts to find a final resolution have always 
met with deadlock. It broke away from Baku in a 1990s war that claimed 
the lives of some 30,000 people and declared independence.

Nagorno-Karabakh’s 140,000 inhabitants are almost exclusively 
Armenians. It remains acknowledged by the international community as 
part of Azerbaijan and no state, including Armenia itself, recognises its 
independence.  

CAMPAIGN TO PROMOTE GIRLS’ RIGHTS

Teenager in Finland 
becomes PM for a day

AFP, Helsinki

Finnish Prime Minister Sanna Marin faced 
a quieter day than usual yesterday after 
handing power to a 16-year-old as part of a 
campaign to promote girls’ rights.  

Aava Murto, from Vaasky in southern 
Finland, said she was having an “exciting day” 
as she faced media on the steps of parliament 
after meeting with the chancellor of justice.

Murto added that she had “learnt some new things about 
legislation.” 

In the afternoon, the student who actively campaigns on climate 
and human rights issues was to speak with MPs and the minister for 
development and foreign trade. 

The swap is part of a global “Girls Takeover” campaign by children’s 
rights charity Plan International, which aims to raise awareness of 
girls’ digital skills and opportunities in technological industries and 
highlight the problem of online harassment against women.  

The global campaign coincides with the UN’s International Day 
of the Girl Child on Sunday, and will also allow girls take on the 
jobs of ministers in Kenya, Peru, Sudan and Vietnam.

Finnish premier Marin, 34, became the world’s youngest head of 
government when she took office in December, leading a coalition 
of five centre-left parties who were all led by women.

Asked if she would be interested in doing the job full-time in 
a few years, Murto told AFP: “It’s not up to me to decide that, but 
possibly, yeah!”

India’s Covid infections 
slowing down: experts   

AGENCIES

India reported 72,049 new cases 
of coronavirus yesterday, dropping 
from the daily highs of last month 
in a sign infections were peaking for 
now, officials and experts said.

India leads the world in the 
average number of new infections 
and is expected to overtake the 
United States over the next several 
weeks as the country with the 
world’s largest number of cases.

But since it hit a single-day high of 97,894 new cases on September 17, the 
country has reported a downward trend with 75,909 daily cases on an average, 
according to a Reuters tally.

“There is a continuous drop in our daily new cases, which is an encouraging 
sign,” said health secretary Rajesh Bhushan. The overall tally reached 6.76 
million infections yesterday while the death toll rose by 986 to 104,555.

Faced with a collapsing economy, the federal government has been pushing 
states to fully reopen after enforcing one of the world’s strictest lockdowns in 
March.

Experts said the opening up led to a spike in cases in August and September, 
which now may have started to stabilise in the big cities.

Across the world, more than 35.8 million cases of the coronavirus have 
been officially diagnosed. It has killed at least 1,050,097 people since 
emerging in China in late 2019, according to an AFP tally.

‘Forces of darkness’ dividing US
Says Biden, urges unity; ignoring opinion polls, Covid, Trump remains defiant
AGENCIES

President Donald Trump continued to defy the Covid-19 
virus, disastrous opinion polls and new economic 
turmoil in a stormy return from hospitalization, while 
surging challenger Joe Biden appealed for Americans to 
unite against the “forces of darkness.”

There have been few tougher days for Trump since 
he came to power after his shock 2016 election win.

Still being treated with a powerful cocktail of drugs 
for the coronavirus after three nights in hospital, he 
was scrambling to get his reelection campaign back 
on track ahead of November 3 election day – less than 
four weeks away.

Latest polls forecast a huge victory for Biden, with 
CNN giving the Democrat a national advantage of 
57 percent to 41 percent among likely voters, with 
women voters going 66 to 32 percent in his favor.

Biden’s advance comes as Trump has been forced 
off the campaign trail after falling ill last Friday to the 
virus that has already killed some 210,000 Americans.

With what White House doctors describe as his 
rapid recovery, Trump is doubling down on his 
controversial position that Covid-19 is taken too 
seriously, painting himself as a fighter who took on 
the virus and easily won.

After telling Americans in a speech from the White 
House balcony Monday that they should stop fearing 
Covid-19 and “don’t let it dominate you,” he attacked 
the media Tuesday for not paying more attention to 
what he said were his many successes.

The huge shock caused by this year’s coronavirus 
shutdown has yet to dissipate, and on Tuesday there 

was more turmoil when Trump halted negotiations 
in Congress on another stimulus package to save 
struggling businesses.

Trump accused Democrats of seeking “to bailout 
poorly run, high crime, Democrat States” and said 
that negotiations could begin again only after the 
election -- “after I win.”

The Republican’s hardball tactics drew a furious 
response from Biden, who said Trump “turned his 
back” on Americans struggling due to the crisis.

Biden also stuck to his so-far successful strategy of 
appealing to a broad-based yearning for calm, with 
his visit to the Civil War battlefield of Gettysburg to 
discuss saving “the soul of America.”

“The forces of darkness, the forces of division, 
the forces of yesterday are pulling us apart, holding 
us down and holding us back,” Biden said at the 
hallowed Pennsylvania grounds where Abraham 
Lincoln’s Union forces won a decisive victory over 

Confederate troops in 1863.
“We can end this era of division, we can end the 

hate and the fear. We can be what we are at our best 
-- the United States of America,” he said.

Trump is working overtime to persuade voters that 
he is back to full strength despite the hospitalization.

However, indicating the breadth of the coronavirus 
crisis overshadowing Trump politically and now 
personally, a viral outbreak continued to sweep 
through his inner circle.

Top White House aide Stephen Miller confirmed 
Tuesday that he had tested positive for Covid-19. 
Joint Chiefs of Staff chairman General Mark Milley 
also went into quarantine following contact with an 
infected officer, a Pentagon source said.

There had been speculation, even among some 
Republicans, that Trump might emerge from hospital 
chastened or at least with a new tone of empathy.

But on social media he returned to one of his oldest 
lines of argument used to downplay the seriousness 
of the pandemic, saying it was comparable to the 
ordinary flu and “we have learned to live with it.”

Twitter hid the tweet, and Facebook removed the post 
saying that it broke the platforms’ rules on “spreading 
misleading and potentially harmful information.”

Meanwhile, the Department of Homeland Security 
on Tuesday said White supremacists and anarchists 
pose major US domestic terror threats and could 
spark violence at events related to the November 3 
election. It said white supremacists were responsible 
for 39 of the 48 deaths attributed to domestic violent 
extremists in 2018-2019.

US ELECTION 2020   25 DAYS TO GO

Trump calls off stimulus talks; Biden accuses him of 
turning his back on Americans  

Facebook, Twitter pull Trump post for minimising 
Covid-19 danger

Homeland Security says White supremacists, anarchists 
major US terror threats 

Bollywood actress wins bail 
in ex-boyfriend suicide case
Bollywood actress Rhea Chakraborty won bail 
yesterday, nearly a month after being arrested 
for allegedly buying drugs for her ex-boyfriend 

actor Sushant Singh Rajput, whose suicide 
sparked a media storm in India. Rajput, 34, was 
found dead in June in his Mumbai apartment, 

triggering a national frenzy with television news 
channels speculating that Chakraborty drove him 

to kill himself with cannabis and black magic. 
Rajput’s family disputed reports that he suffered 
from depression and accused Chakraborty, 28, of 
stealing his money and harassing him. She has 

strongly denied the allegations. Yesterday, a court 
in Mumbai ordered the actress to be released on 
bail, her lawyer Satish Maneshinde said, calling 

it a victory for “truth and justice”. Her brother 
Showik, who was also arrested last month, 

remains in custody.

World experienced warmest 
September on record: EU
Earth’s surface was warmer last month 

than during any September on record, with 
temperatures since January tracking those of 

the hottest ever calendar year in 2016, the 
European Union’s Earth Observation Programme 

said yesterday. This year has now seen three 
months of record warmth -- January, May and 
September -- with June and April virtually tied 
for first, the Copernicus Climate Change Service 

reported. For the 12-month period through 
September, the planet was nearly 1.3 degrees 

Celsius above pre-industrial levels. That is 
alarmingly close to the 1.5C threshold for severe 
impacts detailed in a major 2018 report by the 
UN’s climate science advisory panel, the IPCC. 
So far, Earth has warmed on average by one 

degree, enough to boost the intensity of deadly 
heatwaves, droughts and tropical storms made 

more destructive by rising seas.

39 nations demand China 
respect Uighur human rights

The US, Japan and many EU nations joined a 
call on Tuesday urging China to respect the 
human rights of minority Uighurs, and also 

expressing concern about the situation in Hong 
Kong. Among the 39 signatory countries were 

the United States, most of the EU member 
states including Albania and Bosnia, as well as 
Canada, Haiti, Honduras, Japan, Australia and 

New Zealand. Immediately afterward, the envoy 
for Pakistan stood up and read out a statement 

signed by 55 countries, including China, 
denouncing any use of the situation in Hong 
Kong as an excuse for interference in China’s 

internal affairs. Addressing Germany, the United 
States and Britain, Chinese ambassador Zhang 
Jun criticized what he called their “hypocritical” 
attitude and demanded that the three countries 

“put away your arrogance and prejudice, and pull 
back from the brink, now.” 

SOURCE: AFP,REUTERS
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Students hold torches as they shout slogans to protest against India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi and atrocities 

committed on women in the country including the alleged gang-rape and murder of a low-caste woman in Uttar 

Pradesh state, during a rally in Kolkata, yesterday. 
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