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DU plans
FROM PAGE 3

DRAFT INSTRUCTIONS

According to the draft instruction prepared 
in the provost committee’s meeting, 
residential students must not crowd at 
public places like hall dining, canteen, mess, 
and must maintain hygiene requirements, 
social-distance, and use masks following 
the reopening. 

Students should also avoid traveling in 
groups, meetings, restaurants, parties and 
public transport as much as possible, the 
document said. 

A letter, signed by committee member 
secretary and university proctor Prof AKM 
Golam Rabbani, has been issued to this 
end. 

The draft advised that no one can sleep 
on the floors while a maximum of four 
people can stay in a two-seat room and 
eight people can stay in a four-seat room. 

No outsiders will be allowed to stay at 
the dorms, it said, adding that violating 
these instructions will be considered as 
anti-disciplinary activities. 

The instruction reads that if any student 
is sick prior to coming to the dorms, he or 
she has to notify the authorities in advance. 

Prof Delwar Hossain, provost of 
Shaheed Sergeant Zahurul Haq Hall, said 
the instructions have been drafted for 
now. Once finalised in the syndicate, the 
vice-chancellor will let all know about it 
through a press conference.

Quick action 
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case. When it came to 
our knowledge and our 
law enforcers saw it, they 
started working and caught 
them very quickly.” 

He also dismissed a 
question on culture of 
impunity causing such 
incidents, saying “Trials of 
such incidents are taking 
place.” 

There has been 
widespread outrage on 
social media and on the 
streets as a graphic video 
of a woman in Noakhali 
being gang-raped was 
circulated on October 4. 

The incident happened 
on September 2. But police 
and local administration 
apparently were ignorant 
until the video sparked 
a wave of protests. So 
far, a total of six people 
including Badal and 
“Delwar Bahini” chief 
Delwar have been arrested.

Mastermind 
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of this ring were somehow 
linked to the printing 
press. DGHE, previously 
a bureau under DGHS, 
continued employing the 
same printing press after it 
was formed as a separate 
body.

CID said the accused 
used to supply the papers 
digitally before exams 
between 2013 and 2018, in 
exchange for hefty sums.

In 2015, medical 
tests were marred with 
allegations of question 
leaks, followed by weeks 
of protests demanding 
retakes. However, no 
action was taken.

The racket came to 
light while CID was 
investigating question 
leaks at DU admission 
test in 2017, and found 
another ring in 2018.

Ensure 
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 Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation, said 
local civil society will only be effective if 
they “consider the human dignity of the 
affected population”. 

He urged local NGOs and CSOs to turn 
around with own resource mobilisation. 

Addressing as special guest, Rashadul 
Islam, director general of NGO Affairs 
Bureau, said he supports the discourse on 
localisation. 

Prof Thea Hilhorst, president of 
International Humanitarian Study 
Association, Netherlands, said 
accountability and transparency is 
fundamental to reach affected population. 

Joyanta Adhikari, chairperson of 
Association of Development Agencies 
in Bangladesh, said the UN agencies 
and international NGOs should limit 
them only on technical assistance and 
monitoring while conducting activities in 
Bangladesh. 

Local NGOs have proven track record 
of mass mobilisation with own resource 
mobilisation especially to protect the 
environment, said Sharif Jamil, general 
secretary of Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon.

Rezaul Karim Chowdhury, national 
coordinator the forum, said the 
conference’s aim is to re-energise local 
NGOs and CSOs considering different 
UN-led summits and agreements.

Three Brac 
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in 16 low-lying districts 
across the country. Teachers 
of all these schools are 
local females who teach 30 
students in each class.

State minister for primary 
and mass education Zakir 
Hossain inaugurated 
yesterday’s event. Mahbuba 
Nasrin, professor and 
director of DU’s Institute of 
Disaster Management and 
Vulnerability Studies, and 
Dr Safiqul Islam, director of 
Brac Education Programme, 
joined the event moderated 
by Brac director Nobonita 
Chowdhury.

Speakers emphasised 
on how the boat school 
students adapt to their 
environmental constraints 
to complete their five-year 
primary education within 
four years, all without 
compromising any content, 
competency, or quality. 

They also explained how 
the idea of boat schools 
can assist the spread of 
education in a world 
affected by climate change. 

Kandapara Poshchim 
Brac Primary School and 
Sauderosri Brac Primary 
School are the two other Brac 
schools which have been 
selected for the programme.

It can change
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countries are 50 percent higher than 
those of maritime countries, making it 
hard to grow faster. However, a lack of 
sustainable infrastructure is holding 
back landlocked countries from 
achieving their full potential.

As part of regional integration, 
Bangladesh has put a premium on 
quality transport infrastructure to 
facilitate regional connectivity -- both 
maritime, inland, road and railways, 
the additional secretary added.

She cited Bangladesh’s inland 
waterways network connecting 
Kolkata and Haldia ports to Northeast 
India through routes designated 
under India-Bangladesh Protocol on 
Inland Water Transit and Trade.

Besides, trans-shipment through 
Bangladesh to Northeast India using 
sea ports of Chattogram, Mongla and 
Payra by linking inland waterways will 
play a vital role for the economies of 
both countries, Mashfee said.  

However, she said, the ports on 
the Bay of Bengal are especially 
vulnerable to extreme weather events 
and maintaining their physical 
integrity makes for a strong economic 
argument. Attracting finance for 
maritime infrastructure can be difficult 
for the landlocked countries, she 
said suggesting a BBIN (Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, India and Nepal) Joint Port 

Development Fund.  
BIMRAD Adviser Rear Admiral 

Kazi Sarwar Hossain (retd) said 
Bangladesh, a crossroad between 
South and Southeast Asia, is already 
heavily investing in infrastructure 
development, but much more is 
required the roads, railways and 
waterways connecting the regional 
states.  

Policy Research Institute Chairman 
Dr Zaidi Sattar said Asian countries 
like Bangladesh heavily depended on 
western countries for trade in the last 
decades, but eventually, the largest 
world economies are going to be in 
Asia.

Nepal’s former finance secretary 
Rameshore Khanal said as significance 
of the Bay of Bengal as a trade route is 
growing, interests of the superpowers 
in it are also growing. Bangladesh 
needs to be extremely careful to make 
sure that the Bay remains a peaceful 
space, he added.

He said currently Nepal has 
maritime access only through Indian 
ports, but once infrastructure is 
developed to connect to the Bay of 
Bengal, it can largely benefit through 
reduced transport cost and time. 

While Bangladesh can provide 
transit to landlocked Nepal, Nepal can 
also provide transit for Bangladesh to 
Central Asia through China, he said, 

adding that it will further open doors 
for the countries.

Rameshore Khanal said Nepal 
and Bhutan can be great sources of 
hydropower if such projects can be 
financed. There can also be a common 
energy market in South Asia, he noted.

Sabyasachi Dutta, director at the 
Asian Confluence based in Shillong, 
India -- said Nepal, Bhutan, Northeast 
India, Bangladesh and Myanmar 
is a unique ecosystem that is very 
interdependent.

“Given a strong network of 
multimodal connectivity, the region 
can shine through regional and extra-
regional trade,” he said. 

Ambassador Rensje Teerink, head 
of the European Union Delegation 
to Bangladesh, said EU is a good 
friend of the region and seeks to 
promote regional connectivity, but 
environmental protection is a must 
while building major projects.

The Bay of Bengal Institute Project 
Senior Fellow Ambassador (retd) 
Tariq A Karim, former ambassador 
Shamsher Mobin Chowdhury, former 
Bhutanese Ambassador to Bangladesh 
Sonam Tobden Rabgye and IUB Vice 
Chancellor (Acting) Prof Milan Pagon 
also spoke.

The Daily Star was a media partner 
of the event.

No transaction for 
Umrah before govt 
announcement
Warns religious affairs ministry
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The religious affairs ministry yesterday 
warned people, who want to go for Umrah 
hajj, not to do any transaction with 
anyone before official announcement from 
the ministry in this regard.

A notification will be issued by the 
Ministry of Religious Affairs subject to 
permission from the Saudi government to 
perform Umrah. Before that, people are 
requested not to make any transaction in 
this regard, the ministry said in an urgent 
circular.

“This is to inform all that no official 
letter from the royal Saudi government on 
resuming of Umrah hajj has been received 
so far. Nevertheless, some individuals and 
some agencies are advertising on Umrah 
on Facebook and social media mentioning 
certain date,” added the circular.

“This is tantamount to deceive the 
devout Muslim people.”

The circular also said legal actions are 
already being taken as per the rules for 
such activities.

JASHORE-BENAPOLE

Bus runs over 
cousins on 
highway
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

Two cousins   were killed 
after a passenger bus ran 
them over at Navaran 
Colony junction on Jashore-
Benapole highway at 11am 
yesterday.  

The deceased are Bipul 
Hossain (20) and Murad 
Hossain (23). They both 
worked as internet cable 
operators.

Navaran Highway Police 
Station Sub-inspector Tito 
Debnath said Bipul and 
Murad were returning 
home from Jashore’s 
Jhikargachha upazila on a 
hired motorcycle, and a bus 
coming from the opposite 
direction ran them over, 
killing the two on spot.

The rider was seriously 
injured  and was admitted 
to Jashore General Hospital.

A case has been filed 
with Sharsha Police Station.   

As ife returns to 

normalcy across the 

country after months of 

stagnation, people are 

also beginning to ignore 

instructions issued 

by the government 

to stay safe from the 

novel coronavirus. 

To raise awareness 

about following 

Covid-19 health 

guidelines particularly 

in public places and 

transportation, Barishal 

Metropolitan Police 

pasted stickers on to 

vehicles moving across 

the city yesterday. The 

stickers bore slogans 

on mask-wearing, 

hand-washing, social 

distancing and more. 

This photo was 

taken from the city’s 

Nathullabad area. 

PHOTO:

TITU DAS


