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SHYKH SERAJ

Hilsa, a fish that has emotional
bondage with  the  Bengali
community living across the world,
is engaged with our life, literature
and culture. The taste and smell of
hilsa fascinate us in many ways. I
was born on the bank of Meghna
river in Chandpur. It is said that the
home of hilsa is Chandpur. Since
my childhood, I have such a deep
connection with hilsa. I have gone to
the deep Meghna river many times
on fishermen'’s boat to see how they
catch the fish. I heard the history of
the old Hilsa Ghat in Chandpur,
which is 400 to 500 years old. There
were direct launches from Kolkata.
I have seen hilsa in the ghat since I
was a boy. The season of hilsa means
a festival to me, to the Bengalis.
Silver crop hilsa carries the
identity of Bangladesh. I read in the
newspaper a few days back, which
quoted a research that mentioned
hilsa is the only fish in the world,
whose religious, social and socio-
cultural value is over two and a half
thousand crore taka (About USD 259
million). Hilsa can become an even
powerful sector of our economy.
Various initiatives are being taken
to increase the production of hilsa
and to protect it. Among them,
all kinds of fishing are prohibited
during the spawning season of hilsa
in the river for 22 days, starting from
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Shykh Seraj at old Hilsa Ghat in Chandpur.

October 14. There are also two off-
seasons for catching fish. Sometimes
there is strict monitoring, sometimes
there is no sign of it. I have talked
to the fishermen many times. They
complained that many of the real
fishermen did not get government
benefits. Again, in the off-season of
hilsa, many amateurs are enjoying
the government benefits illegally.
The project titled ‘Development and
Management of Hilsa Resources’
worth Tk 248.27 crore (USD 29.30
million) was approved at the
ECNEC meeting on September 22
to increase the production of hilsa.
I have learned from various news
sources that the project will increase
the production of mother hilsa
and jatka (hilsa fry) conservation
through implementation of fisheries
conservation act and sanctuary
management, ensuring alternative
employment for 30,000 fisher
families, creating awareness on
distribution of 10,000 legal nets
and conservation of mother hilsa
and jatka. Undoubtedly, it’s a timely
initiative.

A mother hilsa has 10 lakh (one
million) eggs. Killing a mother
hilsa means destroying 10 lakh
hilsa fishes. Hilsa, smaller than
10 inches is considered as jatka
and catching them is banned. As a
conscious and responsible citizen
of the republic, one should refrain
himself from buying jatka no matter
what the price is. In 2019, I visited
Hilsa Research Centre in Chandpur.
At that time I spoke in detail to the
then Principal Scientific Officer Md
Anisur Rahman. He said that the
production of hilsa has increased

the production went further up to
5,33,000 tonnes. This is the result
of maintaining the right production
method and conservation strategy.

According to the Department of
Fisheries, the production of hilsa
is increasing at a rate of around 10
percent every year in Bangladesh.
Hilsa production has increased by 66
percent in the last nine years. Hilsa
of Bangladesh has already taken a
permanent place in the international
arena. This recognition as a
geographical indicator or GI product
is one of the far-reaching cultural
achievements of Bangladesh. Hilsa
is now Bangladesh’s product.

Hilsa is a sea fish. At some point
in its life cycle, it leaves the salty
water and finds the new abode in
the freshwater. It’s a diversified fish.
From May 20 to July 23, all kinds
of fishing is not allowed in the sea.
This time is also very important.
However, at that very period, big
Indian trawlers enter our waters
and catch hilsa from the sea. As
a result, the aim in which we are
refraining from catching hilsa, gets
undermined, says the fishers.

In 2019, I went to Ocean
University in Qingdao, China, to
learn about their research on the
fisheries. I discussed with Professor
Chun Leo, a fisheries researcher,
about the conservation, research and
other issues related to fishing at seas.
He said that if a safe environment
and pathway from the sea to the
rivers for hilsa could be created, its
production will increase even more.
Professor Chun Leo also suggested
that the maritime boundaries of
Bangladesh, India and Myanmar are

PHOTO: HRIDOYE MATI O MANUSH

The contribution of hilsa to our
culture and economy is undeniable.
Hilsa accounts for 11 percent of
the annual fish production in
Bangladesh. Seventy-five percent of
the world’s total hilsa production
comes from Bangladesh. Apart
from Bangladesh, several other
countries including India, Pakistan
and Myanmar produce hilsa. About
35 lakh (3.5 million) people of the
country are directly or indirectly
involved in hilsa fish industry.
Multifaceted measures are required
to further enhance the protection,
expansion and economic potential
of hilsa industry. In particular,
navigability is a must and rivers
must be sheltered from pollution.

To keep the production of
hilsa, a sustainable and effective
decision has to be taken in the
light of more advanced research,
regarding production and netting
the fish from both sea and rivers.
It's significant when we're looking
forward to prospering in blue
economy and working steadily on
100-year delta plan. In particular,
it is necessary to explore the zones
of the sea where hilsa roams most.
No trawler zone should be ensured
at the hilsa roaming areas. Hilsa
production also depends a lot on
the climate. The context of climate
change needs to be brought to the
fore in all research and planning. If
all of these come into reality, we can
say we are looking at even wider and
brighter future of hilsa production
in Bangladesh, which will surely
take us to an unimaginable field of

prosperity.

Mongla female crab farmers
struggling to survive

Suspension of crab export to China has left them in

utter despair

NILIMA JAHAN

The time of the year that Priyanka Biswas
usually waits with the bated breath - crab
harvesting season - turned her down this
year instead, pushing her towards the brink
of nervous breakdown.

After incurring huge losses during the
previous season this year, the 21-one-year-
old crab farmer from Sonaitola union of
Mongla in the coastal district of Bagerhat
and her husband are expecting to make
good money from export during the time
but they are yet to get any green signal from
the buyers.

The couple are in utter despair as their
crabs remain unsold and left to die.

“These crabs will die if those remain
unsold for another one or two months.
We have incurred a huge loss after the
suspension of crab export in February due
to the deadly outbreak of novel coronavirus.
Our earnings fell drastically and it will be
a double blow if we cannot sell those this
time,” said frustrated Priyanka.

After starting crab cultivation in a small
pond seven years back, Priyanka learnt the
scientific method of farming crab from
Voluntary Services Overseas (VSO) in 2014.
She and her husband then took a lease of
28 bighas of pond, with a yearly instalment
of Tk 3.50 lakh for farming female crabs.

And the profit was quite good - around
Tk 7 lakh per year. The crabs are being
imported to livemarkets of China, other
South Asian countries and frozen markets
of Europe. But things took a turn for the
worse after the detection of Covid-19 in
the country as Priyanka could sell only 25
percent of the crabs to Chinese buyers in
Dhaka.

“Within two months (March-April),
all the remaining crabs died in unsold
condition. It was a loss of more than Tk 1.5
lakh. We released baby crabs worth around
Tk 1.80 lakh in our ponds in January,” she
said.

She could not sell those locally as there
was little demand in the market. One kg
of crab was sold at Tk 200 while it was
sold at Tk 2,200 to the buyers before the
coronavirus outbreak.

Priyanka added that two months ago
they were told by crab buyers in the local
market that the export would resume after
Eid-ul-Azha, and they again released baby
crabs in their pond spending Tk 50,000.
Those crabs were ready for harvesting in
40 days of release. But she did not get any
response from the buyers.

“I don’t know how we would pay the
money to the land owner this year and
when will everything go back to normal,”

she said.

Like Priyanka, suspension of crab export
to virus-stricken China has left 358 female
crab sellers in Mongla struggling to survive,
said Md Shafiqur Rahman, project lead,
women and youth entrepreneurship and
employability at VSO Bangladesh.

He added that although they tried to
earn by farming fish, those could not help
much. Because, they get quick returns from
crabs as those could be harvested in 40
days. But other fish require six months to
sell.

Shafiqur said an overwhelming majority
of these women once worked as day
labourers at others’ farms, before the
project started.

“But, with their sound knowledge and
our assistance, every one of them brought
a change in their lives in the past years, in
terms of financial solvency and decision
making, asset development, and a better
lifestyle,” he said.

“But currently, all are struggling as their
savings dried up amid a fall-off in the
demand of crab,” he said.

Although Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
on April 12 announced a stimulus package
of Tk 3,000 crore to give financial assistance
to small and medium farmers to help them
face the fallout of Covid-19, most of the
female crab farmers are unaware of such

support.
Hasan Ahmed Chowdhury, deputy
director  (finance and  planning),

department of fisheries, agreed that most of
the farmers are not aware of how they can
avail the money.

“The money from the stimulus package
is being disbursed via the state-owned
banks. At first, the concerned farmers, who
need the money, should inform the upazila
fisheries officer about his fallout due to the
pandemic. Then the officer will visit his/
her farm and receive his/her application,”
he said.

“We have a committee to select the
beneficiaries in every upazila. If the
committee has no objection, the loan is
disbursed in accordance with the procedure
of the banks,” he added.

Sources at the finance ministry said
that the progress of disbursement of the
fund is slow. Last month, Bangladesh Bank
last month extended the timeframe of
disbursement.

As of August 31, the total disbursed
amount was Tk 286 crore.

Noted agriculture activist Rezaul Karim
Siddiqui said as the government announced
it to help the farmers, there must be
adequate campaigns so that these badly
affected farmers can avail the support.
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1| Ministry/Division Ministry of Health and Family Welfare/Health Service Division. i Freree Sffd Afbars Sgrar w IR AEwS @ (SR o few e e
2 | Agency Directorate General of Drug Administration, Aushadh Bhaban, Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212. frifoe endiors wiferer fcs Soerd =t zeemis
3 Procuring entity name Director (CC), Revenue Budget. 400408 400796 401373 401460 401907 402794 402920 403087 403738 405018 405107 405125 405263 405576
4 | Procuring entity code (Economic Code) 1270301-(3256102). 405620 405677 405719 405869 405921 406041 406107 406354 407280 407506 407567 409725 409762 410206
5 | Procuring entity district Dhaka. 410361 410510 410675 410746 411584 411635 412388 412492 413744 414063 414069 414680 416669 416886
& T iwitation Tor ey T —— 416957 417106 417122 417151 417792 417797 418122 418363 418400 418437 418562 419069 420049 420178
7 nvitation Ref Moo No. DGDATender 13201871 420196 420424 420667 420815 421370 421494 422717 423369 424121 424504 424945 424995 425082 425089
nvitation Ref. No. emo No. enaer 425193 425224 425243 425428 425541 426260 426402 426477 426940 427232 427233 427243 427247 427465
8 | Date | 22/09/2020 427488 427491 427739 427858 428001 428873 429151 429349 429729 433126 434039 434552 434692 434871
KEY INFORMATION _ 434916 435049 435296 435395 435398 435566 436622 436938 436939 437549 437578 438597 439324 439499
9 | Procurement method | National Open Tendering Method (NCT). 439512 440062 441623 441915 442034 442420 444241 444248 444494 444985 445565 445575 445947 446012
FUNDING INFORMATION 446259 446360 446469 446728 446764 446781 446819 446909 446934 446975 447332 448625 448863 450076
10 | Budget and source of funds " Revenue Budget (GOB). 450150 450551 450566 451065 451437 451463 451987 452086 453166 453536 453905 453931 453940 454357
11| Development partners (i applicable) N/A 454408 454551 454645 454956 455006 455039 455164 455179 455547 455624 455658 455675 457345 457389
PARTICULAR INFORMATION : 457451 457502 457909 458076 458121 458612 458891 458945 459607 460088 460518 460617 460675 461373
. I 461444 461893 462024 462056 462130 463063 463769 463795 463907 464507 465457 465588 466380 466427
12 | Project/programme code ((f applicable) N/A. 466568 466621 466735 466769 466899 466976 467155 467512 467704 468068 468186 468739 468907 469562
13 | Project/programme name (if applicable) N/A. 469572 469619 469830 470081 470099 470198 470386 470455 470687 470750 471074 471078 471079 471358
14 | Tender package No. Chemicals-01 471514 471677 471815 471893 472013 472456 473692 473867 474143 474705 475211 475667 476219 477379
15 | Tender package name Procurement of Chemicals. 477418 477785 477902 478183 479025 479749 479880 480453 481602 481912 482888 483066 485252 485281
16| Tender publication date 02/10/2020. 485349 485656 485667 486428 486525 487079 487152 487794 489137 489139 489272 491046 491911 492472
17 | Tender last seling date 1511012020 492548 492988 493161 493172 493314 493366 493387 493872 493874 494042 494189 494639 494855 495127
18 T Tender cloging dele and i 18102020 TT-00am 495140 495281 495322 495343 495403 495536 495633 495739 496366 496449 496544 496906 498089 498925
ender closing date and ime . s am. 499818 500066 500363 500462 500662 500670 500779 501292 501529 501611 502520 502527 502903 503280
19 | Tender opening date and fime | 18/10/2020, 11:30am. N _ 503914 504310 504894 504977 506338 506530 506992 507491 507548 507580 507740 507848 510533 510889
20 | Name & address of the office(s) Directorate General of Drug Administration, Aushadh Bhaban, Mohakhali, Dhaka. 512858 513341 513413 513790 514187 514429 514711 514966 515417 515574 515592 515628 515874 515914
Selling tender document (principal) | Directorate General of Drug Administration, Aushadh Bhaban, Mohakhali, Dhaka. 515997 516009 516351 516420 517465 517530 517935 518274 518325 518463 518619 518691 518698 518855
Selling tender document (others) N/A. 519153 519384 519413 519545 519892 519926 521017 521463 523121 523243 523405 523466 523635 524920
Receiving tender document | Directorate General of Drug Administration, Aushadh Bhaban, Mohakhali, Dhaka. ;gggég ggg'ﬁ; ggggg gggggé g%gggg ;gjgg ggzggg g%z;g; g%ggg% 5§7353 528110 528420 528524 530013
Opening tender document Directorate General of Drug Administration, Aushadh Bhaban, Mohakhali, Dhaka. 33504 535091 335262 535287 536639
INFORMph%nOgN?:[E)RrTENL[j)rE?:ER rectorate Leneral of Urug Administration, Ausha 2 . 536650 536723 537083 537314 537350 537890 537994 538120 538178 538433 538544 538621 538685 539390
AL RER : : : — 539437 540529 540584 540714 540732 541977 542703 543616 543619 543640 544023 544155 544513 544567
21 | Brief eligibility and qualification of tenderer | (a) Only enlisted vendors in Drug Testing Laboratory (DTL) of Bangladesh are eligible to 544636 545195 545257 546155 546168 546205 546431 546612 546648 546822 547829 549609 549629 549650
participate in the tender. ‘ ‘ 549845 550047 550076 550528 550625 550697 550852 551098 551131 551233 551952 552680 552712 552823
(b) Technical capability to perform the contract (evidence to be submitted). 552933 554039 554891 555174 555191 555252 555991 556225 556921 557010 557213 557265 558111 558221
| (c) Additional details are available in the tender schedule. 558494 559264 559305 559725 559729 560245 560373 560396 560526 560566 560762 560775 560785 561274
22 | Brief description of goods | Procurement of Chemicals (details mentioned in Section 6 of Tender Schedule). 561749 563357 563495 563690 563957 563971 564398 564460 564495 564568 564879 565058 565396 565403
23 | Brief description of related services Certificate of Analysis (COA) of each baich & Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) must be 365824 566289 566496 566647 566702 566706 566729 567049 567104 568036 568502 568536 568616 569676
submitted with supplied Chemicals, 570300 570603 570669 570782 571001 571548 571876 571919 572278 572558 572801 572908 573145 573246
: . - 573295 573316 573397 573472 573940 574376 574470 574513 574688 574779 575433 575438 575488 575599
24 P”PC‘* E“e":ler“he‘j”'e[gBDT_g — ka150m (One‘housanf five hundred Taka) ‘}”'deersets,ched“'e (non ref“C”dab'f}: — 575658 576006 576066 576300 576516 576594 576614 576770 577080 577133 577172 577318 577322 577341
ackage No. entification of package ocation ender security amount ompletion time (in 577346 577702 577706 578258 578917 578948 579476 579492 579513 579754 579956 580185 580358 580672
. . (BDT) weeks) 581017 581767 581890 582163 582708 582745 583112 583114 583425 583531 583596 584339 584461 584524
Chemicals-01 DGDA/Tender/13/2018/711 Directorate General of 2,70,000/- {two lac To be completed within 584678 585094 585460 585510 585764 586182 586720 586789 587310 587427 587608 588243 589124 590251
Date: 22/09/2020 Drug Administration, | seventy thousand Taka 03 weeks after 590424 590817 591043 591942 592371 592403 592706 593685 593931 593949 594040 594101 594269 595408
Aushadh Bhaban, only) issuance of work order 596285 596529 596933 597042 597713 597901 598552 598686 598706 599066 599476 600418 602294 603674
Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212 604936 606306 606362 607579 607887 607992 608021 608543 608561 609019 609813 609973 610217 610238
PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS 610252 610542 611038 611152 611964 612125 612140 612351 612539 612585 612734 612787 612837 612931
= . 615323 615831 615894 615978 616075 616442 616689 617088 617137 617427 617874 618007 618072 618194
gg g::i‘en‘:“‘g:;Tﬁf'o'f’&‘é'ig'l‘?nﬁ?ge;ender ’;‘i‘:‘égg‘r‘?&o}ssa'”- 619072 619090 620650 623703 624152 624157 624410 625125 626003 626381 627467 627916 628438 629027
g official inviting ! . S i 629314 629317 629435 630423 632506 633166 634699 634768 634908 634984 635466 635689 635930 635963
27 | Address of the official inviting tender Directorate General of Drug Administration (DGDA), Aushadh Bhaban, Mohakhali, 636247 636441 636541 637037 637132 637457 638468 638472 638934 639828 640004 640891 640918 641303
Dhaka-1212. 641566 642227 643281 643478 644446 644542 644620 644771 645471 645847 646829 646988 647331 647575
28 | Contact details of the official inviting tender Phone: 02222280831, E-mail: dgda.gov@gmail.com 647694 647725 647749 647783 647813 648070 648135 648514 648693 649572 649666 649761 649945 650470
29 | The procuring enfity reserves the right to reject all tenders or annul the tender proceedings. 650894 651186 651351 652363 652496 652799 653503 653656 =736 &+ |
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