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When road less travelled holds

MbD MizaNur RAHMAN HIMADRI

A hard working person, who has clear vision and
has the capacity to take advantage of modern
digital services, can make a new business
endeavour profitable anywhere -- even in the
middle of nowhere.

Having that belief, Touhid Parvez Biplob came
home in Bogura town from New Zealand after
finishing his studies, majoring in international
business, and started a cattle farm in Kahalu
upazila of Bogura in 2011.

Biplob, now 36, set up the farm away from
the town, near Bogura-Naogaon highway in
Dargahhat area where he had been running an
automatic flour mill, owned by his father, since
his return the year before.

When many businesses are still reeling from
financial downturn caused by the Covid-19
pandemic, Biplob made Tk 30 lakh in profit
from sale of 90 cows during this Eid-ul-Azha,
a Muslim ritual of sacrificing animals, relying
mostly on digital marketing.

Riding on countrywide sales online, his profit
from the farm even doubled this year from that
during the Eid-ul-Azha last year, when his profit
stood at 15 lakh from sale of 50 cows.

Aside from the sale of cattle, the farm also has
earnings from milk sales to wholesalers, around
25 litres daily from six cows. A veterinary doctor
and five employees now look after the farm
round the clock, said Biplob.

But when he first started to develop the farm,
everything was not as flowery. Most members of
his family and friends opposed the idea of him,
an affluent youth educated abroad, running a
cattle farm.

The strongest of the opposition he faced was
from his father, Tofazzal Hossain, who had sent
his only son overseas, to Auckland Institute of
Studies, not just for higher education, but also
for a greater objective.

His father had the understanding that upon
completion of his studies, Biplob would use his
educational training to better manage all the
businesses -- including the flour mill, a jute mill
and a cold storage -- he had set up for the family.

So, when Biplob started developing a cattle
farm on five bighas of land beside their flour
mill and spent Tk 4 lakh on seven cows, his
father became quite upset, Biplob said.

“It was a dream that I had been cherishing
since my childhood... I grew up with love for

Entrepreneur Touhid Parvez Biplob displays a cow reared at his farm
in Dargahhat area of Kahalu upazila.

animals. During my school and college days,
when my peers played outside in the afternoon,
I often was busy at markets -- buying grass for
my goats... I oftentimes accompanied my father
at different markets to buy sacrificial animals for
Eid-ul-Azha,” said Biplob, who was a student of
Bogura Cantonment Public School and College,
batch of 2003.

Named ‘Bogura Bhandar Dairy and Agro
Farm Limited’, Biplob’s farm has been selling
cattle online to buyers from across the country.
Any prospective buyer can pick one or more
cows for purchase by browsing photos and video
clips of each cow along with price, weight and
measurements, posted on the Facebook page of
the farm.

The farm now has a stock of around 90
different domestic and foreign cattle breeds
including Brahman, Jersey, Holstein Friesian,
Nepali and Sahiwal.

The cows are fed Napier grass, grown in
family-owned land at Panchkatuli village in
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Gabtoli upazila.

Ramjan Ali, manager of the farm, said all
employees of the farm received monthly salaries
and even festival bonuses amid the pandemic as
their sales did not suffer during the period.

Bogura District Livestock Officer Dr Rafiqul
Islam Talukder said seeing Biplob’s success
in cattle sales online, many educated locals,
especially the young, are now showing interest
in following Biplob’s footsteps.

“Initially, many of my relatives and friends
looked down on me for setting up the cattle
farm. But now, the same people are praising me
for my success. Especially my father now offers
me great encouragement for running the farm,”
said Biplob, who is also a wildlife photographer.

Biplob won several awards including BPS
National Photography Award, Wildlife and
Nature Imagination Award and International
Salon Reflections Serbia 2018 Award for his
photography.

Pay Jaha Alam
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Youth found
dead near

Jaha Alam, instead of the real accused
Abu Salek, to the investigation officers
of the Anti-Corruption Commission.

The ACC investigation officers then
identified Jaha Alam and implicated
him in the corruption cases, the court
observed.

Delivering the verdict on a suo
moto rule, the HC ordered Brac Bank
Ltd to submit a report to this court
through the Supreme Court registrar
general’s office after complying with
the directive, ACC lawyer Khurshid
Alam Khan told The Daily Star.

The HC bench of Justice FRM
Nazmul Ahasan and Justice KM
Kamrul Kader also cautioned the
ACC to be careful in conducting
inquiries into corruption cases and in
appointing investigation officers so
that such incidents are not repeated.

The bench observed that there was
negligence and incompetence on the

television Channel 24 for publishing
reports on the wrong imprisonment
of Jaha Alam.

They also appreciated lawyer
Amit Das Gupta, who placed the
newspaper reports before the court
for releasing Jaha Alam from jail, and
also ACC Director (Legal Wing) Abul
Hasnat Md Abdul Wadud for his
probe report over the incident.

In the report submitted on July
11 last year, Abul Hasnat said the
error in identifying Jaha Alam as Abu
Salek happened because of the ACC's
investigation officers.

He said in the report that 12 ACC
officials investigated the corruption
cases involving Jaha Alam as the
accused instead of Abu Salek.

Yesterday, the HC asked the ACC to
finish the departmental proceedings
against its 12 investigation officers as
early as possible. The HC bench did
not release the full text of the verdict.

part of the investigation officers of Brac Bank Ltd’s lawyer M
Fhe ACC when conducting ianifi?S Asaduzzaman could not be reached
into the cases as they were young in  for comments despite repeated

the service, but they did not have any
malafide intention.

The HC judges appreciated the
daily Prothom Alo and private

attempts on his mobile phone.

The HC bench on January 28
last year issued the rule asking the
authorities concerned of the ACC,

Brac Bank Ltd and government why
they should not be directed to release
Jaha Alam and to compensate him
for his hardships in jail instead of the
real accused.

The bench came up with the rule
following a report published in the
Bangla daily Prothom Alo on the day
under the headline “Wrong accused
injail in 33 cases: Sir, I am Jaha Alam,
not Salek”.

The court issued the rule after
SC lawyer Amit Das Gupta, now a
deputy attorney general, placed the
newspaper reports before the HC
bench for necessary orders.

On February 3 last year, the HC
directed the jail authorities to release
Jaha Alam from jail immediately and
he was released the same day.

On that day, ACC lawyer Khurshid
Alam Khan told the HC bench that
the commission has made a mistake
by accusing Jaha Alam in the cases.

The commission has already
submitted an application to the
lower court concerned to exonerate
Jaha Alam from the cases, he said.

Deputy Attorney General Abdullah
Al-Mahmud Bashar represented the
state.
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border

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Thakurgaon

The body of a Bangladeshi
youth, who was detained
allegedly by the Indian
Border Security Force (BSF)
on September 18 and then
brutally  tortured, was
recovered from Nagor river
near Ratnai border under

Baliadangi  upazila on
Tuesday.

The deceased, Abdul
Haque, 28, was son of

Ejabul Haque of Jugihar
village in the upazila.

Help the stranded

FROM PAGE 1

On Saudi-based expatriates’ demand
for another automatic extension of
their visas and iqama, the foreign
minister said it is a matter for the Saudi
government to decide.

“However, we have urged them to see
[workers’ issues| sympathetically,” he
added.

He said currently there was no
problem regarding workers’ return to
other destinations.

The Saudi government has agreed
to re-issue about 25,000 new visas
which had expired in March amid the
pandemic, Abdul Momen said.

On Sunday, several thousand migrant
workers rushed to the Embassy of Saudi
Arabia in Bangladesh after the foreign
minister on September 23 said they
could get their expired visas renewed.

He also said their work permits would
remain valid until October 17.

Police, however, barred the migrant
workers from the Saudi embassy
premises. The workers were asked
to submit their papers to a number
of “services offices approved by the
embassy”.

Belayet Hossain, an expatriate waiting
to return to Saudi Arabia, yesterday said
as per requirement for renewal of his
expired visa, he communicated with
his kafil (sponsor) in Saudi Arabia for
supporting documents.

Belayet, who is from Feni, said if he
fails to reach his workplace on time,
his employer could prevent him from
entering the Gulf country for the next
three years.

On the other hand, if his employer
does not want to rehire him, then
the employer can issue a “clearance”
document, which would help him seek
new work in the Kingdom, he said.

He urged the government to take
prompt steps in this regard so that if
workers fail to reach their workplaces
in Saudi Arabia on time, they could
have the “clearance paper” from their
respective sponsors.

Addressing reporters, Foreign Minister
Momen yesterday said in case workers
are not required by employers in the
Kingdom, they should look for new job
opportunities since they are trained.

The minister said for the returnee
migrant workers, the government has
readied loan facilities of about Tk 700
crore.

Responding to a query, the foreign
minister said Saudi Arabian Airlines and
Biman Bangladesh Airlines will operate
10 weekly flights from today from
Bangladesh to the Kingdom.

He also said about 5,500 to 6,000
expatriates were able to make their flights
to Saudi Arabia in the past few days and
some 53 stranded workers have so far
been unable to contact their employers.

Covid worries

FROM PAGE 1
An A-level candidate said almost all
students are tensed and they are not in a
position to sit for a board exam. Online
education was insufficient to prepare for
a board exam.

Another examinee said it would be
tough for them to wear masks during an
exam as it would increase the stress of an
already stressful situation.

CONSENT FORM

Examinees learnt from  different
sources that they would need to sign a
consent form stating that they will bear
“responsibilities if they become infected
with Covid-19”.

They also alleged that it was
mandatory for them to sign the form.

On September 22, the Bangladesh
government allowed the British Council
to administer the exams with some
conditions and one of that was the
council will bear the responsibility if
any student gets infected with Covid-19
while attending the exams.

Asked about it, a British Council
Bangladesh spokesperson did not reply.

But the spokesperson said, “A
consent form will be made available to
candidates at the venue to confirm that
they are fit to sit for the exams.”

The spokesperson said the health
and safety of the candidates and staffers
remains their top priority and all British
Council activities will be carried out in
line with the Bangladesh government
Covid-19 protocols.

“Please stay home if you feel unwell

as we will be asking all those candidates
who display any symptoms on the
exam day to return home. You can also
apply for exam fee refund on medical
grounds,” the spokesperson said.

The British Council said exam hall
gate will be open one hour before and
close 30 minutes before the start of the
exam.

A-level exams under Cambridge are
scheduled to start today, and those
under Pearson on October 5. Pearson’s
Ordinary-level exams are set to start
on November 2 and Cambridge’s on
November 5.

About 5,200 students in Bangladesh
have registered for the exams.

PETITION REJECTED

The High Court yesterday cleared the
way for the authorities concerned to
hold the O and A-level exams.

The bench of Justice JBM Hassan and
Justice Md Khairul Alam summarily
rejected a writ petition filed seeking its
order on the government to postpone
the examinations.

The court rejected the petition on the
grounds that the O and A-level exams
can be held now as the situation has
become normal, petitioner's lawyer
Moniruzzaman Lincon told The Daily
Star.

Tamanna Tabassum, an A-level
student, filed the petition with the HC
on September 27.

Deputy Attorney General Noor-Us
Sadik opposed the petition.
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