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Meant to retire 19 years 
ago, century-old bridge 

still in service
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

At least three hundred trucks with imported 
cargo risk lives and property while crossing the 
Dudhkumar river every day, using the British-
era Sonahat Bridge, which was supposed to retire 
19 years back, but construction of a replacement 
bridge still remains uncertain.   

After Sonahat land port opened in 2012, 
traffic on the 366-meter-long iron bridge, in 
Bangasonahat union of Kurigram’s Bhurungamari 
upazila, increased significantly. 

The bridge poses considerable risk of collapse as 
it has weakened after it sustained damage during 
the Liberation War of 1971 and, following its repair, 
it has remained in service despite the expiration of 
its formal service life in 2001, said locals.

Roads and Highways Department (RHD) was 
supposed to start construction work of a new 
bridge -- 645 metres long and with a price tag of 
Tk 136.34-crore -- on the Dudhkumar in January 
2019. But the locals said they were unaware of any 
development in this regard.

Shahjahan Ali, chairman of Bangasonahat Union 
Parishad, said a major accident could happen any 
time if the expired iron bridge collapses. 

But the work on the new bridge has not yet 
started, although its schedule for completion was 
set for January 2021, he added. 

Trader Raihan Kabir, whose business involves 
transporting goods from Sonahat land port, said it 
is getting increasingly difficult to convince truckers 
to drive their cargo-laden vehicles over the derelict 

bridge.  
Asked whether the state of the bridge worries 

him, trucker Zakirul Islam said before driving 
his truck over the Sonahat Bridge, he makes sure 
to pray to the Almighty for protection from any 
accident.

Contacted, Yasin Arafat, sub-assistant engineer 
at RHD in Kurigram, said after their contractor’s 
multiple attempts to install pilings in the riverbed 
failed, the RHD conducted a new soil test to 
redesign the superstructure of the new bridge.

He also said the work would resume as soon as 
the new design is approved. 

Kurigram RHD Executive Engineer Ali Nurayen 
said the new design would get approval soon.
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The British-era Sonahat iron bridge, on the Dudhkumar river in Kurigram’s 

Bhurungamari upazila, was supposed to go out of service in 2001. But 

without a replacement bridge, it is still in service.
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Hundreds take shelter at flood centres 
amid risk of Covid-19 infection
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Hundreds of flood-hit people have taken 
shelter at ten flood centres in three upazilas 
of the district amid a risk of Covid-19 
infection  It is hard to maintain social 
distancing as large numbers of people are  
staying in congested spaces.  

According to the district and upazila 
administrations, about 700 families have 
stayed in six flood shelters of Thakurgaon 
municipality and Kharibari Kacharipukur 
Government Primary School in Dholar 
Haat union of Sadar upazila and 
Community Centre in Debipur union. 

On the other hand, three hundred 
families of Ranishankoil and one hundred 
families of Baliadangi upazila are staying 
in temporary shelters. 

Each family was given 10 kg of rice as 
food aid, sources said. 

They were also distributing cooked food 
among flood-affected people, said Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) KM Kamruzzaman 
Selim.  

After visiting several temporary shelters 
in Thakurgaon Sadar upazila on Monday 
night, it was seen that a number of people 
were staying in the congested spaces amid 
a risk of coronavirus infection. 

Bimal Mardi, 60, who took shelter at 
Thakurgaon Government College, said 
he along with five members of his family 
has been staying here since Sunday night 
as their house was submerged under 
floodwater.

They have been passing hard days in the 
crisis time, he said.

Jamila Khatun, 55, of DC slum area 
adjacent to the Tangan river, who took 
shelter at the District Shilpakala Academy 
auditorium, said “The connecting road 
leading to the main road in front of 
Shilpakala Academy from our DC basti 

had collapsed due to overflowing of the 
Tangon river. 

In this situation, around 500 families 
could not reach the main road, she said, 
adding that later, they took shelter at the 
flood centre. 

Jamila further added that the centre 
became so over-crowded due to lack of 
space. As a result, it is tough to maintain 
social distancing here.

Sundar Ali, 49, a resident of Khalpara, 
said he took shelter at Bulbul Government 
Primary School with his wife and two 
daughters. He also took a cow and a goat 

to the flood centre. 
Additional Deputy Commissioner Nur 

Kutubul Alam said the flood-hit people 
who are staying at different shelters have 
been asked to follow health guidelines to 
avoid virus.

DC Selim said the district administration 
has taken initiative to distribute rice 
among the flood-affected families. They 
have also received cooked food.  

He further added that the local 
administration has been asked to provide 
all kinds of assistance from their side till 
the situation returns to normal.

Flood-hit people have taken shelter at Shilpakala Academy 

in Thakurgaon town.
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The pontoon at Auliapur launch terminal in Patuakhali’s Dashmina upazila has been lying unused 

since the coastal district was hit by cyclone Amphan on May 19 this year.
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