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water pump of her four-storey building went out of order 
as it got inundated. 

“All the families in my building are now stranded as we 
have no scope to get out in this situation. We are in need of 
food and other essentials,” she said over phone yesterday 
afternoon. 

Many areas in the city are also facing power outage. 
According to residents, such waterlogging was reported 

in the city on July 20 after heavy rainfall. But no action was 
taken to increase the water flow of Shyamasundari and KD 
canals -- considered the lifeline of Rangpur city. 

“We would get some relief if their water flow is restored, 
said Tuhin Wadud, an assistant professor of Begum Rokeya 
University. 

Also, water is not receding smoothly as the sewers 
cannot drain towards the rivers, he said. The number of 
drains in the city is not adequate, he added. “Bhagat river 
can be used to drain out water,” he said. 

According to city corporation sources, the city has 
200km of drains. 

This correspondent tried to reach RCC Mayor Mostafizur 
Rahman Mostafa but his phone was found switched off. 

In July, the mayor said such a problem would not exist 
after a couple of months. 

Md Emdad Hossain, superintendent engineer of RCC, 
had also said they will take steps to clear the sewers on a 
regular basis to mitigate people’s suffering. 

Asked, Mostafizur Rhaman, assistant meteorologist of 
Rangpur Meteorological Department, gave a forecast of 
more rainfall in the next 48 hours. 

But the fire service and water development board 
officials claimed Shyamasundari and KD channels are 
enough to drain out water.  

They, however, said more rainfall will unleash more 
sufferings. 

Meanwhile, water of Teesta, Karatoa, Ghagat and 
Jamuneshwari has been flowing near the danger level. 
Large croplands in the area have already been flooded due 
to the rainfall.  
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abdication of General Ayub Khan. 
In 1968, she married nuclear scientist Dr Wazed Miah. 
During the Liberation War, Hasina and her family were 

interned at a house in Dhaka. On July 27, 1971, her first 
child Sajeeb Wazed Joy was born. Her second child Saima 
Wazed Hossain was born on December 9, 1972. 

After the assassination of Bangabandhu and most of her 
family members on August 15, 1975, Hasina along with her 
sister, Sheikh Rehana, was offered political asylum in India, 
where she stayed till 1981. During the time, she was elected 
president of Awami League in her absence. 

Hasina returned home on May 17, 1981. 
In 1996, 21 years past the assassination of Bangabandhu, 

Hasina led Awami League to power and became the prime 
minister. In 2008, she led the alliance to another victory 
with 90 percent of the seats in parliament. 

In 2014, Hasina once again became prime minister. 
She assumed office of the prime minister for the third 
consecutive term after winning the December 2018 election. 

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi greeted her 
Bangladesh counterpart on the occasion. A letter from him 
was handed to Sheikh Hasina by outgoing Indian High 
Commissioner Riva Ganguly Das at Gono Bhaban yesterday.

Meanwhile, a letter from the Communist Part of China, 
the ruling party of the country, also wished the premier, 
terming her contribution “significant” to the development 
of Bangladesh and Bangladesh-China relations. 

Sheikh Hasina has been honoured with various 
honorary degrees, accolades and awards in recognition of 
her leadership excellence. Her most recent role in providing 
humanitarian support to Rohingyas drew accolade from 
global leaders, institutions and personalities. 

ARMS CASE AGAINST PAPIA 

Court sets Oct 12 for verdict
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka tribunal yesterday set October 
12 for delivering the judgment in an 
arms case against expelled Jubo Mohila 
League leader Shamima Nur Papia and 
her husband Mofizur Rahman Sumon 
on completion of the trial within nine 
working days.

Judge KM Emrul Kayesh of Special 
Tribunal-1 of Dhaka fixed the date after 
the defence lawyers completed their 
arguments.

During yesterday’s hearing, the defence 
told the court that the prosecution has 
failed to prove the charges brought against 
their clients. They also sought acquittal of 
their clients from the case. 

Earlier, the prosecution on September 
24 completed arguments and sought 
the highest punishment -- life term 
imprisonment -- for the couple. 

The tribunal recorded statements of 

12 prosecution witnesses, including 
complainant of the case. The same tribunal 
framed charges against the couple in the 
case on August 23.

A team of Rab arrested Papia and her 
husband -- a former Chhatra League leader 
-- and their two accomplices from Dhaka’s 
Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport on 
February 22 while they were trying to leave 
the country. 

The following morning, Rab raided 
Papia’s house on Indira Road in Farmgate 
and recovered a foreign pistol, two 
magazines, 20 bullets, five bottles of 
foreign liquor, Tk 58,41,000 in cash, credit 
and debit cards of different banks. 

On February 24, an arms case was filed 
against the couple with Sher-e-Bangla 
Nagar Police Station. On June 29, Rab 
Sub-inspector Arifuzzaman submitted the 
charge sheet against them to the Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate’s Court of Dhaka. 

RELOCATION OF DOGS FROM DSCC

HC adjourns hearing till Oct 6 as 
mayor to meet with petitioners
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday adjourned till October 6 the hearing on a writ petition that 
challenged the Dhaka South City Corporation’s (DSCC) move to relocate stray dogs from 
its area. 

The court postponed the hearing following a time prayer moved by the petitioners’ 
lawyer Saqeb Mahbub and Additional Attorney General Murad Reza. 

They told the court that DSCC Mayor Sheikh Fazle Noor Taposh is scheduled to hold 
a meeting tomorrow with the petitioners and other stakeholders to settle the issue on 
relocation of dogs. 

They prayed to the HC bench of Justice Md Ashfaqul Islam and Justice Mohammad Ali 
to wait for the outcome of the meeting before hearing the petition. 

Actor Jaya Ahsan and animal welfare organisations -- Obhoyaronyo and People for 
Animal Welfare -- submitted the petition as a public interest litigation to the HC on 
September 17. 

It requested he HC to stay the DSCC move to relocate stray dogs and dump them in 
the Matuail landfill. 

In the petition, they also challenged the legality of the DSCC move and urged the HC 
to issue a rule asking the government and DSCC to explain why it should not be declared 
illegal. 

Citing the petition, Barrister Saqeb Mahbub, lawyer for the petitioners, told The Daily 
Star that no animal including stray dogs can be removed, relocated and dumped as per 
section 7 of the Animal Welfare Act, 2019. 

Dogs have reportedly been removed from TSC and Dhanmondi areas and relocated to 
the landfill under the verbal order from DSCC, he said. 

DSCC veterinary officer Dr Shafiqul Islam reportedly said they removed some dogs 
from the areas and left them in Matuail because they were creating “problems” and there 
were “objections” against them.  

Biman, US-Bangla 
to resume flights to 
Muscat next week
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Biman and US-Bangla Airlines yesterday decided to resume 
their flights on Dhaka-Muscat-Dhaka route from October 
2 and 1 respectively. 

Both Biman and US-Bangla will operate two weekly 
scheduled flights on this Middle Eastern destination in 
compliance with all the health guidelines. 

The national flag carrier will operate its flights on 
Mondays and Fridays, Biman Managing Director and CEO 
Mokabbir Hossain said in a message. 

US-Bangla Airlines will operate flights on Mondays and 
Thursdays to Muscat, the airlines said in a release. 

Flight of US-Bangla Airlines is scheduled to leave Dhaka 
at 10pm on Mondays and Thursdays. The return flight from 
Muscat will leave at 2pm (local time) for Dhaka. 

With the resumption of Muscat route from October 1, 
Biman so far resumed its regular flight operations on Kuala 
Lumpur, Abu Dhabi, Dubai, London and Doha routes. 

The national airliner is also scheduled to resume regular 
flight operations to Saudi Arabia from October 1. 

Intensify actions to ensure 
people’s right to info
Right to Information Forum urges govt
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Right to Information Forum Bangladesh yesterday called upon the 
government to accelerate actions at every levels involving all stakeholders 
to fulfil the true spirit of the RTI Act 2009 for improving governance 
situation in the country.

In a statement, marking the Right to Know Day today, which will also be 
observed globally as International Day for Universal Access to Information, 
RTI Forum said the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic demonstrated that right 
to information strengthens access to health, education, ensure justice and 
contribute towards reducing inequalities.

“During the ongoing pandemic, it was seen that the relationship 
between government and the people has been badly affected due to lack of 
interaction. The RTI Act can help the government reduce citizen’s concerns 
about their actions, empower citizens and hold duty-bearers accountable 
in times of crisis,” reads the statement.

Appreciating progress made so far in the implementation of the RTI 
Act 2009, RTI Forum emphasised that these achievements need to be 
sustained and scaled-up.

The forum urged the government to review various targets set in the RTI 
Implementation Strategy and draw up revised plans, in the light of findings 
of RTI Survey 2019, and global indicators under Sustainable Development 
Goal (SDG). It also called upon the Information Commission to play 
a greater role to increase public awareness about the law and urged the 
media -- both print and electronic -- to give attention to this act.

RTI Forum is a coalition of institutions and individuals that played a pivotal 
role in the enactment of right to information law in 2009 and since then have 
been supporting the government in its implementation and promotion.

‘DEROGATORY FB POSTS 

SC suspends 
enrolment of Eunus 
Ali Akond for 2 weeks
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yesterday suspended 
the enrolment of Advocate Md Eunus Ali 
Akond as a lawyer for next two weeks for 
posting derogatory comments about the 
judiciary on his Facebook account recently. 

The apex court directed Akond not to 
practice law before the Appellate and High 
Court Divisions of the SC for two weeks. 

A four-member bench of the Appellate 
Division led by Chief Justice Syed Mahmud 
Hossain also summoned him to appear 
before it on October 11 to explain his 
conduct. The apex court came up with the 
order on a voluntary move after Additional 
Attorney General Murad Reza placed 
Akond’s Facebook posts before the court. 

The SC also ordered BTRC to immediately 
remove the derogatory posts given by Akond 
and to block him from Facebook, said 
Murad Reza, acting attorney general. 

On August 12, the SC issued a contempt 
of court rule against lawyer Syed Mamun 
Mahbub for posting a derogatory status 
about the chief justice and the judiciary on 
Facebook. It, however, exempted him on 
August 23 as he apologised unconditionally.
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48 hours to carry out tests. 
But due to the way it is 
being done now, staffers 
are not even getting 24 
hours.

“If they fail to get their 
reports, Bangladeshi 
workers might miss their 
flights. Who will take 
responsibility for this?” he 
questioned.

Moinul said even 
though staffers are 
supposed to stop 
collecting samples after 
2pm, they have been doing 
so till late at night for the 
last few days, considering 
the remittance earners. 
“But we usually need at 
least 24 hours to carry out 
the test.”

Talking to this 
correspondent, several 
Saudi-bound passengers 
blamed Saudia and travel 
agents for mismanagement 
of tickets and schedules, 
leaving them with 
insufficient time to get 
tested.

This correspondent 
repeatedly tried to contact 
Tarik A Alowaidi, country 
manager at Saudia, 
regarding the claims, 
but he did not respond. 
However, another top 
official of the airline, 
wishing anonymity, said 
they will have to verify the 
allegations.

Saudia is now operating 
two flights weekly from 
Dhaka, and is scheduled to 
operate four from October 
1. Biman is scheduled to 
resume its regular flights 
to Saudi Arabia from the 
same day.

Around 50,000 stranded 
Bangladeshi workers are 
waiting to return to their 
workplaces since March, 
due to the pandemic.

Many of them are afraid 
of losing their jobs if they 
fail to return before expiry 
of their visa and work 
permit.

At one point on Mohammadpur’s Ring Road in the capital, Dhaka Wasa had dug a large hole for their work 

two and a half months ago, and the scene hasn’t changed since then. As a result, a bottleneck has formed 

at that point, constricting traffic and pedestrian movement. The photo was taken earlier this week.
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