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BAGERHAT MURDER

3 ‘suspects’ held
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

Police in a drive early Friday detained three youths from 
different areas for their alleged involvement in connection 
with a case for killing a tea-stall owner for money in 
Morrelganj upazila on Wednesday.

The arrestees were identified as Tariqul Islam, 20, 
Badal Sardar, 29, and Asif Sheikh, 19. They all hail from 
Kharikhali village in the upazila. 

Police produced the arrestees before a Bagerhat court on 
Friday afternoon that rejected their bail prayers and sent 
them to jail.

Officer in Charge (OC) of Morrelganj Police Station 
Monirul Islam said the detainees are all friends of deceased 
Abu Hanif Fakir, 25. 

During primary interrogation the arrestees confessed 
their involvement in the murder.

They said Hanif used to work at a garment factory in the 
capital before returning home amid the corona situation 
and starting a tea-stall at his native village.

Recently, Hanif received about Tk 1 lakh dues from his 
factory through mobile banking agent bKash.

The culprits call Hanif out of his house on Wednesday 
night, took him to an isolated place and put pressure on 
him for the bKash PIN number.

As he refused to give the PIN number, the trio hacked 
him to death with sharp weapons and duped his body in 
adjacent Bhatkhali Beel.

Housewife raped 
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole 

A housewife was raped allegedly by her husband’s elder 
brother at Churamankathi village in Jashore Sadar upazila 
on Friday.

The victim woman filed a rape case with Jashore Kotwali 
Police Station, accusing Babul Hossain, 40, son of Moshiar 
Hossain of Pultadanga village, the same night. 

Quoting the case statement, police said Babul have been 
offering illicit proposal to the victim since her husband 
Bipul Hossain married another woman recently and staying 
elsewhere outside his home.

Taking advantage of the situation, Babul forcibly raped 
her as she went to his room to serve his meal when none of 
the family members were present at home on Friday night.

Inspector (operations) of Kotwali Police Station Sheikh 
Abu Hena said Babul went into hiding after filing of the case.

Missing man found dead 
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Police recovered the body of a man in Joypurhat’s Khetlal 
upazila on Friday, two days after he went missing on 
Wednesday.

The deceased, Abu Hossain, 35, an auto-rickshaw driver, 
was son of late Abdul Jalil of Kadoa Dholpara village. 

Quoting the deceased’s family members, police said Abu 
went out of his house with his easy-bike on Wednesday 
afternoon and remained missing since then.

Victims join hands to resist
 river erosion

Some 100 people have become homeless in Netrakona’s Durgapur upazila
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

The village people, mostly belonging 
to indigenous Garo community, have 
joined hands to save their homesteads 
from erosion by the Sumeswari river in 
Durgapur upazila of Netrakona.

Due to recent back-to-back flash floods 
for three times and heavy rainfall on 
various occasions during the monsoon, 
the people of Kamarkhali village on the 
banks of the river have faced a serious 
erosion this year.

Some 100 people have become 
homeless due to the erosion in Kamarkhali 
village and taken shelter at different places, 
said locals.

Many homesteads in the area are also 
now under serious threat of erosion, but 
the authorities concerned are yet to take 
any steps to resist the erosion, alleged 
villagers.

Talking to this correspondent, 
Hilarious Ritchil of Kamarkhali village, a 
student at Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam 
University (JKKNIU) in Mymensingh, 
said the erosion is much more severe 
than the previous years and it started in 
July this year following flash floods and 
took serious turn when the water started 
receding in August. 

At the initial stage, the leaders of 
“Kamarkhali Jubo Shakti”, a local youths’ 
organisation under the leadership of 
Akorshan Ruga and Daniel Slung Rema, 
collected bamboos from the locality to 
prevent the erosion but could not stop it, 
said Hilarious.  

To bring the attention of the 
administration, they formed a human 
chain on August 20 and the officials of 
the concerned department visited the spot 
the following day and dumped a few sand 
bags to stop the erosion, he said. 

“The officials of Water Development 
Board (WDB) assured the village people 
that concrete blocks will be used at the 
erosion sites and we had waited for the 
initiative but we are frustrated as no 
such initiative is taken yet”, said Chinga 
Ritchil, another final year student of Music 
Department at JKKNIU. 

“Finally we managed 400 sand bags 
with the help of local people. We were 
trying our best to check the river erosion”, 

said Chinga. 
Md Abdul Haque, 70-year-old freedom 

fighter of Kamarkhali village, said out of 
his 30-decimal of land, he lost 20-decimal 
to the river this season.

“There were many fruit and timber 
trees on the land and I had to support 
my seven–member family from selling 
the fruits and I had no alternative income 
source. The river devoured the trees”, 
lamented Haque. 

“Now I have taken shelter one of 

my neighbours’ house with my family 
members”, said the freedom fighter.

Sarothi Ritchil, 52, a neighbor of Abdul 
Haque, said she lost around 30-decimal of 
land to the river this year. 

The river has also devoured his fruit and 
other trees, said Sarothi. 

Illegal extraction of sand from the 
river with dredger is another main reason 
behind the serious erosion, said local 
people.

Contacted, Executive Engineer of WDB 

in Netrakona Md Aktaruzzaman said high 
officials of the department have already 
visited the spot to take immediate steps to 
resist the river erosion.

Contacted, Farzana Khanam, upazila 
nirbahi officer (UNO) of Durgapur, said 
on an urgent basis, bags are being used at 
Kamarkhali and Boroikandi areas to check 
the river erosion. 

The massive work for resisting the river 
erosion will start soon after receding of 
water, said the UNO. 

People of Kamarkhali village dump sand bags to save the area from erosion by the Sumeswari river 

in Netrakona’s Durgapur upazila. 
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SHEIKH RUSSEL MINI STADIUM 

Electric poles in playground pose danger
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Due to lack of coordination between institutions 
concerned, Sheikh Russel Mini Stadium has been 
constructed without removing three electric 
poles in the playground of Tangail’s Ghatail 
upazila, posing risks of accidents.

The power lines passing through the stadium 
has turned into death traps, said locals.

The authorities concerned started 
construction work of the stadium at an estimated 
cost of Tk 41 lakh in Khazarchala area of the 
upazila in October 2018. Lately, the work has 
been completed. Everyone is now waiting for 
inauguration of the stadium.

The government took an initiative to construct 
a mini stadium in each upazila of the country 
for development and progress of sports at village 
level. Later, Jatiya Krira Parishad and Youth and 
Sports Ministry implemented the initiative.

During a recent visit, this correspondent 
found three electric poles at the playground in 
the stadium. The electric lines of Bangladesh 
Power Development Board (PDB) are seen 
passing through the stadium, posing risks of 
accidents.

Shahidul Islam, chairman of Sandhanpur 
union parishad, said the sports activities will be 
hampered due to the power lines. It will also put 
the lives of the players at risk. 

The electric lines should be remove 
immediately, said the chairman.   

Asked about the matter, Nurul Islam Khan, 
executive engineer of PDB in Ghatail, told The 
Daily Star that the electric poles were installed 

before construction of the mini stadium. 
When the construction work of the stadium 

was going on, they verbally asked the contractor 
concerned to shift the poles to somewhere else 

but the contractor did not comply for unknown 
reason, said Nurul Islam.  

The electric poles will be shifted to suitable 
places as soon as possible, he added.

Electric poles in the playground at Sheikh Russel Mini Stadium of Tangail’s 

Ghatail upazila pose risk of accident.
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Youth 
tortured on 
theft charge
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A local influential man 
tortured a youth inhumanly, 
bringing allegation of 
stealing a goat against 
him at Jamtoil village in 
Sirajganj’s Kamarkhand 
upazila of Friday.

The 25-year-old victim, 
who took treatment at a 
local clinic, filed a case with 
Kamarkhand Police Station 
yesterday accusing Happy 
Hossain of the village.

A video clip of the 
inhuman torture went viral 
in the internet on Friday 
night. 

OC of Kamarkhand 
Police Station Rafikul Islam 
said after filing of the case 
they raided the village to 
arrest the culprit, but he 
went into hiding after the 
video clips went viral.

A swarm of hornets made this nest at the house of farmer Biraj Dakua at Kumirmara village in Pirojpur Sadar 

upazila about two months ago. Although the poisonous bees haven’t cause any harm yet, people living nearby 

passing days amid risk PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN


