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Here are 
some binge 
worthy 
movie and 
series you 
can spend 
your time 
watching 
while you 
stay at 
home social 
distancing, 
keeping 
yourself, 
as well as 
others, safe.

The Devil All the Time is a psychological thriller 
film on Netflix. It has been based on the epon-
ymous novel by Donald Ray Pollock, directed 
by Antonio Campos, and produced by Jake 
Gyllenhaal and Randall Poster. The film stars 
Tom Holland, Sebastian Stan, Eliza Scanlen, Mia 
Wasikowska and Robert Pattinson, among many 
others. It focuses on a man who is committed to 
protecting the people he loves from the brutal 
environment they live in. It was released on 
September 16, 2020. 

The Devil All the Time 

Julie and the Phantoms is a comedy and fantasy 
television series on Netflix. It has been created by 
Dan Cross and David Hoge, produced under the 
banner of Brightlight Pictures alongside others, 
and stars Madison Reyes, Charlie Gillespie and 
Owen Joyner, among others. It follows the jour-
ney of a teenage girl with a passion for music, 
and a dead band, as they help and guide each 
other. It was released on September 10, 2020.

Julie and the 

Phantoms
Ratched is a psychological thriller drama web 
television series on Netflix. It has been based on 
the eponymous character from the novel One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey, and 
acts as its prequel. The series was created by Evan 
Romansky, produced by Paul Zaentz, among 
others, with Sarah Paulson in the lead. It tells the 
story of a nurse working at a mental institution, 
and shows her dark side and actions towards her 
patients. It premiered on September 18, 2020.
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Shreya Shomoyeeta

Ratched 

Was It Love? 
Was It Love? is a South Korean drama romance 
television series on Netflix. It has been directed 
by Kim Do-hyung, produced under the banner 
of JTBC Studios and Gill Pictures, and stars Song 
Ji-hyo, Son Ho-jun and Song Jong-ho, among 
others. The story revolves around a single moth-
er and her journey through love after a long 
fourteen years hiatus, and four men who enter 
her life. It was released on July 8, 2020.

Having been acting since her childhood, 
Puja Cherry has carved a name for herself 
in the showbiz industry. Since her debut 
as a lead actor in ‘Poramon 2’, she has 
gone on to play several lead roles in 
prominent movies. In this interview with 
Rafi Hossain, she talks about her journey 
in acting, and about her thoughts on the 
future of the industry.

Rafi Hossain: Welcome to Uncensored with Rafi Hos-
sain. Today we are joined by Puja Cherry. Thank you for 
giving us your time, Puja. Have you started shooting yet?
Puja Cherry: I have not started shooting yet, but I 
am having talks to start around the middle of Octo-
ber. I am eager to get back to work. I miss working in 
front of the camera, so we are going to start shooting 
while making sure to maintain safety precautions. 
This will be for a new project I am taking. Other 
than this, I also have three movies awaiting release: 
Jinn, Shaan and Psycho. The shooting for Jinn is 
finished, but the VFX is currently being done in 
post-production abroad. This is a horror movie, so it 
has some scenes which require VFX. Unfortunately, 
there is still some shooting left for Shaan and Psycho, 
which we had planned to finish before this whole 
pandemic started.

Rafi: You started acting at a very young age. Did you start 
by doing movies?
Puja: I first appeared on the silver screen with JAAZ 
Multimedia’s debut film Bhalobashar Rong. I also did a 
few films with JAAZ after that. Alongside those, I also 
did some advertisements. I was first announced to 
be the lead actor in Poramon 2, and I also played the 
lead female role in Noorjahan.

Rafi: How was your journey into the showbiz industry?
Puja: I first started acting when I was in either first 
or second grade. I did a movie which was supposed 
to be my first film, but for some reason, I was not 
seen once throughout the entire film. I went to the 
cinema hall with a lot of people I knew, and we 
were all excited about it. I was very embarrassed 
when they cut all my scenes. I am still not sure why 
they did so, and I felt very sad because of it. So, my 
first experience in the industry was a bit difficult 
for me. I learned from it and later, I got asked to 
do the lead role in Poramon 2. I was visiting my 
village then, and I got a call from Abdul Aziz sir to 
come to the JAAZ Multimedia office. When I went 
there I saw that the whole production crew of the 
movie was present, and that made me feel a little 
intimidated. I did not think that I was going to be 
offered the lead role. I was then told the plot of the 
movie, and I found it to be quite interesting. While 
listening to the script, I was thinking about how I 
wish I could have been the lead actor for this proj-
ect. When I got the role, I was in complete shock. I 
could not believe that I had been offered the lead 
actor for such a great movie. To be able to achieve 
that was a dream come true for me.

Rafi: Are you enjoying all the stardom you have now?
Puja: When I first started acting, I used to see all 
these actors having fans come up to them to ask 
for autographs, and I would always wonder when I 
could have that experience of fans coming up to me. 
So, now that I have so many great fans come up and 
ask me for pictures or come to talk to me, I enjoy 
it. Some people might say that they feel annoyed 
when they are hoarded by fans wherever they go, but 
I enjoy that experience. I do not think I can ever be 
annoyed by fans as this is what I always dreamt of.

Rafi: Our industry is now in a state of crisis. Where do 
you think it is headed?

Puja: In 2019, I was very excited about the future of 
the industry as I thought a lot of great movies were 
going to be released this year. Unfortunately, due 
to the pandemic, everything got jeopardised. Even 
though it happened, I am still hopeful as I know that 
there are many people interested in making good 
films. I do believe the industry has a bright future 
ahead, but it will take time to reach there.

Rafi: How do you choose your scripts?
Puja: When I choose my scripts, I try to make sure 
that the characters I do are not too similar. I got 
many offers where the characters were similar to the 
roles I did before. Unless I enjoy the script, I do not 
do them. I like doing different types of roles.

Rafi: When you played the lead role for the first time in a 
movie, did you get any grooming on how to act better?
Puja: I did. Before shooting, I went to Kanchon 
Mullick in Kolkata to receive grooming. I knew that 

without receiving proper training it would be hard 
to portray a lead character. That is why I decided to 
learn acting better and then come and do the role. 
Thankfully, I had learnt singing and dancing at a very 
young age, so I did not have to receive additional 
training on those when acting.

Rafi: Who are your favourite directors?
Puja: I love the work of Kaushik Ganguly from 
Kolkata. I think that his style is amazing. I got the 
opportunity to work with Raj da, and his direction is 
unbelievable. From Bangladesh, I got to work with a 
lot of amazing directors as I have been working since 
my childhood.

Rafi: In movies, we get to see many pairs that the audi-
ence grows to love. Who is the co-star that you thought 
could be that partner for you?
Puja: I did not have anyone in particular as I have 
great chemistry with anyone I work with, but the 
audience loved to see me and Siam together. Roshan 
is another person the audience loved seeing me with. 
Even when I get offered roles, I always get paired 
with Siam or Roshan.  

Rafi: Are you in a relationship right now?
Puja: No, I am not. I am busy with my work, and 
for me, that is the most important thing now. But, I 
do have many people who ask me out regularly. On 
social media, I have even had people asking me to 
marry them.

Rafi: How do you handle that?
Puja: Well, I know that many people might not reply 
to their fans or even see the messages, but I try to do 
that as much as I can. It may not be possible to reply 
to everything, but I try to interact with my fans as 
much as I can. I could not have come this far without 
my fans, so I am grateful to all of them.

Rafi: Do you have any parting message for the readers?
Puja: I would ask everyone to stay safe and to beo 
brave in whatever you do. I also want to ask everyone 
to keep on supporting me in whatever I do as that 
drives me to be better. Please watch more Bangla 
movies and to support the Bangladeshi film industry.
....................................................................................
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Some people might say 
that they feel annoyed 
when they are hoarded 
by fans wherever they 
go, but I enjoy that 
experience. I do not think 
I can ever be annoyed 
by fans as this is what I 
always dreamt of.

GRAPE VINE

Popular actor Nirob is 
set to star in the new 
government grant-winning 
film, Chayabrikkho. The film, 
which is going to be directed 
by Bandhan Biswas, will 
star Apu Biswas as Nirob’s 
co-actor. The shooting 
for Chayabrikkho is set to start 
mid-October. Regarding this, 
Nirob said, “The storyline is 
about the lives and emotions 
of tea plantation workers, and is frankly, quite brilliant. Being 
able to work in such a film is a big achievement in itself, and 
I hope it will reach heights.” Nirob’s other film, Casino, with 
co-star Shobnom Bubly, is awaiting its release.
..............................................................................................................

Amina Hossain

Nirob In A New Film

Actor and filmmaker Rahsaan Noor’s Bengali Beauty is 
currently available for streaming on Amazon Prime. It was 
released on the online streaming platform on September 4, 
2020 in both the United states and the United Kingdom. 
The actor posted a video stating that Bengali Beauty is the first 
Bangladeshi movie to be streamed on Amazon Prime. In the 
film, Rahsaan Noor and Toya stars as the leads. Sarah Alam, 
Ashfaq Rezwan, Piyush Bandyopadhyay, Masum Bashar and 
GM Shahidul Alam, among others have also acted in different 
roles. The film has become the all-time highest-grossing 
Bengali film in the worldwide box office with theatrical 
releases in the US, UK and China.

First Bangladeshi movie 
on Amazon Prime
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Three-time National Film Award winner actor Sadika Parvin Popy 
had been spending six months self-isolating in her hometown, 
Khulna, only returning to Dhaka at the beginning of this 
month. She was also tested positive for COVID-19 on July 
18th, but has recovered since. She has finally resumed shooting 
after seven whole months for the film Bhalobashar Projapoti, 
where Shipan will star alongside her. Popy said, “When we start 
shooting, it will motivate others to start as well. Of course we 
are maintaining all safety precautions while doing so. If we want 
our films to succeed, we have to work hard. The film’s storyline 
relates to current times which is why I’m doing it.”
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After 7 Months Of Hiatus


