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They will have similar features once the work is done, according to 
officials. 

DSCC took up a mega project in 2016 during the tenure of former 
mayor Sayeed Khokon, involving 70 architects to modernise 19 parks and 
12 playgrounds under its jurisdiction. 

“We have already completed four. All the parks and playgrounds will 
be completed by June next year,” said Md Rafiq Azam, principal architect 
of SHATOTTO, an architecture firm and team leader of the consultants of 
the mega project. 

He said they have freed the parks and playgrounds from the occupiers 
and renovated those under the plan, keeping its openness to ensure the 
access of people even at night. 

The concept of surrounding parks with walls is not right as it helps drug 
peddlers and addicts to easily occupy those. Moreover, most playgrounds 
had no grass because the technology to maintain grass on fields is not 
being used properly, said Azam. 

But now there are no boundary walls and anyone can see the parks 
from outside and access those even at night as they have sufficient lights, 
he said. 

Azam said they have also solved the waterlogging issue at the parks and 
playgrounds by setting up trenches to preserve rainwater so that it can be 
reused round the year. 

During a recent visit to Abdul Alim playground, this correspondent 
found some children aged between eight and 14 were playing football to 
their heart’s content. 

“This field even has a dedicated space for children,” said a busy Rezanur 
Reza in between running around. The nine-year-old resident of Lalbagh 
was more interested in playing than talking. 

A similar theme prevailed at the recently-renovated Bahadur Shah Park, 
once called Victoria Park, where women were seen chatting and strolling 
at 9pm. 

“I feel comfortable to come here even at night as the environment is 
very pleasant and safe,” said Puja Rani Das, a resident of Razar Douri in 
Old Dhaka. 

The present design has also increased the width and length of walkways 
for which a huge number of people can walk comfortably. There is no 
boundary wall or fences around the park. 

About the project, Rafiq Azam said it was quite challenging as they had 
to motivate locals to make it successful since they are one of the major 
stakeholders. He said they also added libraries, coffee shops, gymnasiums 
and toilets in the parks and playground. 

“We will use those as money earning sources, which will be used 
for their management. We are now trying to form a local management 
committee to make it functional,” he said. 

Azam said they will also plant varieties of trees so that people can 
experience the distinctive features of all six seasons simply by looking at 
the blooming of flowers like Krisnachura, Kadam, Radhachura, Bakul and 
so forth.
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extinguishers immediately. 
Fire fighters broke all 
windows of the floor so that 
smoke could come out. 

A probe committee will 
be formed to identify the 
cause, the fire official said. 

Iftekhar Hossain Khan, 
country manager of 
Redington (BD) Ltd, told 
The Daily Star that their 
office was closed for last 
several months and they 
were about to start their 
operations from today. “We 
don’t yet know how the fire 
originated. Fire officials are 
inspecting,” he said. 

On March 27 last year, 
26 people were killed and 
more than 70 others were 
injured in a fire at FR Tower.
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Jhenidah on September 16, 2019 sentenced 
Kabir to seven years’ imprisonment 
considering his age (65 years), and life 
imprisonment to three others under Section 
9(1) of Nari O Shishu Nirjaton Daman Ain, 
2000. 

If an accused is found guilty under 
this section, he will be sentenced to life 
imprisonment and if he is not found 
guilty he will be acquitted, but there is no 
provision for sentencing to seven years’ 
imprisonment, DAG Sarwar said. 

He said a single accused is tried and 
punished under section 9(1), but it has been 
said in the judgement submitted by lawyer 
Sheikh Atriar that four accused have been 
convicted and sentenced. 

There is no Nari O Shishu Nirjaton 
Tribunal-2 in Jhenidah, he said, adding that 
Kabir was 32 years’ old when Nari O Shishu 
Nirjaton Tribunal of Jhenidah delivered 
verdict on July 8, 2015. 

The HC on September 15 called for the 

lower court records and fixed yesterday for 
further hearing. 

“Meantime, I talked to the authorities 
concerned of Jhenidah court and found that 
Sheikh Atiar Rahman has submitted fake, 
false, fictitious, manipulated and procured 
documents to the High Court…,” DAG 
Sarwar said. 

He said Sheikh Atiar yesterday offered 
unconditional apology to the HC and 
sought retirement from the case, which the 
HC accepted. 

Sheikh Atiar told this newspaper that 
constable Bishwajit supplied fabricated 
documents to his clerk Sohel Rana for 
securing Kabir’s bail. 

“I had doubts about the documents and 
my clerk and son went to Jhenidah court 
to inquire. After examining those, I sought 
retirement from the case. The HC granted 
my prayer and asked me to cooperate with 
the investigation officer,” he said. 

Kabir, who is now in Jhenidah jail, 
cannot get released from jail, he said.  
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Miscioscia met with him 
yesterday and discussed 
different aspects of the 
upcoming exams.

“He (Tom Miscioscia) 
said if anyone does not 
want to sit for the upcoming 
exams, they can take it later,” 
Mahbub said. “There will 
no predicted grades for the 
exams,” he added.

Two UK boards, 
Cambridge Assessment 
International Education 
(CAIE) and Pearson’s 
Edexcel, arrange O and 
Level exams internationally. 
British Council Bangladesh 
administers the exams 
in the country. English-
medium students can sit 
for these exams, either 
through schools or as 
private candidates. O-Level 
is equivalent to Secondary 
School Certificate of the 
national curriculum, and 
A-Level to Higher Secondary 
School Certificate.

A-level exams under 
Cambridge are scheduled 
to start from October 
1, and from October 5 
under Pearson. Pearson’s 
O-level exams are set to 
start from November 2 
and Cambridge’s from 
November 5.

ABRAR FAHAD MURDER CASE

Trial deferred to Oct 5
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka tribunal yesterday deferred to October 
5 the trial of the Bangladesh University of 
Engineering and Technology (Buet) student Abrar 
Fahad murder case against 25 accused as the 
complainant was unwell. 

Judge Abu Zafar Md Kamruzzaman of the 
Speedy Trial Tribunal-1 of Dhaka fixed the date 
following a petition from the prosecution. 

The prosecution said Md Barkatullah, father of 
the victim and also the complainant, have been 
suffering from jaundice. So, the hearing should be 
adjourned, the prosecution added. 

During yesterday’s hearing, the complainant was 
present in the court, but he was not in a position to 
give deposition, while 22 accused, now in jail, were 
produced before the court. 

On October 7 last year, Abrar, a second-year 
student of Buet, was beaten to death by a group of 
Buet unit Chhatra League men in a dormitory. 

Barkatullah filed a murder case on October 7 
with Chawkbazar Police Station. 

The incident triggered a firestorm of protests on 
campuses across the country. Many took to social 
media to demand justice for Abrar. 

Amid protests, Buet authorities on October 
11 banned all political activities on the campus 
and suspended 19 students, mostly leaders of the 
university’s BCL unit who have been made accused 
in the case. 

Eight of the accused gave their confessional 
statements before magistrates narrating the 
horrifying torture during investigation on different 
dates last year. 

Inspector Md Wahiduzaman of Detective Branch 
of police submitted the charge sheet to the Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate Court in Dhaka against 25 
Buet students on November 13 last year. 

On September 15, the Speedy Trial Tribunal-1 of 
Dhaka framed charges against all 25 accused. 

Three other accused -- Mustaba Rafid, 
Muhammad Morshed-Uz-Zaman Mondol alias 
Jishan and Ehtashamul Rabbi Tanim -- have been 
absconding.
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After a few media reports published in 2012, the forest 
caught tourists’ attention and thousands of people started 
visiting the spot every year to enjoy its unique biodiversity.

The increasing number of tourists poses inevitable risk 
to the forest and the environmentalists started protesting, 
but the Forest Department started cashing in on the 
situation.

To promote tourism, the department constructed the 
watchtower and several other structures in the forest at Tk 
90.62 lakh, according to official records.

Anis Mahmud, an organiser of Bhoomishontan, a 
Sylhet-based green organisation, said, “Since the very 
beginning, we protested the Forest Department’s decision 
to set up the watchtower in the core zone of the forest 
without consulting with experts.”

“Now, imposing a ban on climbing up it proves that 
their decision was completely wrong and meant for 
personal benefits,” he said.

Forester Saad Uddin Ahmed said, “We will be seeking 
attention of the higher authorities so that they consult with 
engineers.” 

“We think, after repair or reconstruction, it can be 
reopened for tourists,” the forester added. 

7 held with 5 lakh 
yaba pills at Bay
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Coast Guard arrested seven people and seized 
five lakh yaba pills early yesterday in a drive in the Bay of 
Bengal, 30 nautical miles from Teknaf.

Tipped-off, a team of the coast guard conducted the drive 
around 1:30am and recovered the pills from a fishing boat 
and arrested the seven, said Lt Hayat Ibna Siddique, media 
officer of coast guard.  It is suspected that the drug was being 
smuggled on the sea route from Myanmar to Bangladesh. 

The arrestees are Mohorrom Ali (44), Abdul Shukkur 
(26), Amanullah (28), Nurul Alam (38), Abdul Monnaf 
(35), Jahid Hossain (33), and Abdul Pedan (22).  

All the arrestees hail from Teknaf. They were handed 
over to Teknaf Police Station.

On Saturday, coast guard seized 1.40 lakh yaba tablets 
from a boat in Jhaubon area near Rejukhal estuary in Ramu 
upazila of Cox’s Bazar district.

Pink City partners 
up with Duke of 
Edinburgh foundation
CITY DESK

Pink City Home Owner Co-Operative Society Limited 
have signed an MoU with The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
Foundation Bangladesh at a ceremony yesterday. 

Dr Sheikh Faridul Islam, President of Pink City, and 
Md Khalid Shahrior, Programme Manager of The Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award Foundation Bangladesh signed on 
behalf of their respective organisations, , says a press release. 

Through the agreement Pink City becomes the 
first Residential Community Partner of The Duke of 
Edinburgh’s International Award by making recognised 
award programme available to its youth residents, the press 
release said.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award is one of 
the leading non-formal education programmes operating 
in 130 countries and territories including Bangladesh. It 
offers unique opportunities to youth aged from 14-24 to 
discover their hidden talents and help them prepare for the 
future.

Nirmul Committee collects 10,000 
Rohingya testimonies
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Ekattorer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Committee 
President Shahriar Kabir yesterday said they have 
collected 10,000 testimonies of Rohingya people.  

“Gradually, we are going to publish all these 
testimonies in our journal,” he said, terming the 
persecuted Myanmar nationals “victims of genocide”.

He was addressing an international conference 
held virtually. The committee, a pro-Liberation War 
platform, organised the conference on “Miseries of 
Rohingyas and refugees of other countries across 
the globe: Crisis of humanity”. 

He called upon the United Nations to take steps 
for a third country relocation of Rohingyas. The UN 
Human Rights Commission has already arranged 
this for Bhutanese refugees, he commented.

British human rights activist Julian Francis said 
historically, the international communities have 
neglected the situation with Rohingyas for decades. 
He said Muslims of Myanmar’s Rakhine state were 
forced out even in the late 18th century. “So, the 
whole problem has been going on for a long time.”

On legal aspect of the Rohingya crisis, 
Barrister Tureen Afroz, a former prosecutor of the 
International Crimes Tribunal, said if Myanmar 
has committed genocide, there should be some 
sort of accountability.

Justice Shamsuddin Choudhury Manik and 
Kazi Mukul of Nirmul Committee, among others, 
addressed the conference. Representatives of 
different refugee communities and nationals 
of Syria, Palestine, and Rwanda, among others 
countries, took part. 


