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Sitting on ticking time bomb

Hardware, grocery or even betel leaf stores, in small towns or villages, in Nilphamari are now carrying LP gas cylinders, without
obtaining any licence from appropriate authorities

Our CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

While demand for liquefied petroleum
(LP) gas is growing rapidly, fatal incidents
similar to that in Narayanganj near the
capital may happen any time in rural areas
of Nilphamari where the highly flammable
gas is being sold at every nook and cranny.

Hardware, grocery or even betel leaf
stores, in small towns or villages, in
Nilphamari are now carrying LP gas
cylinders, without obtaining any licence
from appropriate authorities.

The canisters filled with the highly

The soaring demand and
absence of monitoring and
enforcement of applicable
laws are driving everyone
to try to cash in on the
situation.

combustible material are being stacked
up at the storefront, usually next to a busy
road, as the sellers find it the best way to
attract customers.

The soaring demand and absence of
monitoring and enforcement of applicable
laws are driving everyone to try to cash
in on the situation in the district, said
concerned citizens.

Despite a recent fire incident triggered
by a gas cylinder in Neyamatpur area of
Saidpur town, there has been no visible
improvement in the enforcement or
monitoring of LP gas cylinder sales in the
district, they alleged.

According to Liquefied Petroleum Gas

(LPG) Rules, 2004, a seller has to store gas
cylinders away from any source of heat
or fire including sunlight and away from
the reach of smokers, said Aminul Islam,
deputy assistant director of Fire Service
and Civil Defence in Nilphamari.

No dealer or distributor can sell LPG
cylinders without a licence, which the
Department of Explosives issues upon
receiving due clearance from the office
of the deputy commissioner (DC)
and various departments including
the fire service and the Department of
Environment, he added.

But violating the rule, many
municipalities and union parishads are
also issuing the licence to sellers, he added.

Poran Mia (not his real name), is a
plumbing and sanitary ware seller who
has stacks of LPG cylinders in front of his
store at a busy market in Dimla upazila.

Asked whether he has any licence to sell
LPG cylinders, he said he was unaware of
any such requirement.

At another market in Domar upazila,
an LPG seller requesting anonymity said
he has always known that the licence is
mandatory only for sellers who sell more
than ten cylinders at any given time.

Locals said if LPG bottling companies
were strict about ensuring their selected
dealers or distributors obtain necessary
licensing, the situation would be safer for
all.

Contacted, Nilphamari DC Hafizur
Rahman Chowdhury said LPG bottling
companies must follow the rule while
selecting their dealers or distributors.

He also said that he would call the
LPG bottling companies in a meeting to
make them aware of the requirement. “If
we get a specific complaint regarding any
rules violation by any quarter, we will take
action instantly.”
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LP gas cylinders stacked up in front of a grocery store and a hardware store in Nilphamari’s

Domar upazila.
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Bid to trap environmental
activist with

Our CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Abdul Qayyum, an environmental activist, has
been saved from a heinous attempt to trap him
with Yaba in Habiganj's Madhabpur upazila,
thanks to the prompt investigation by police.
The victim, also the owner of a furniture shop
in Shahpur Natun Bazar area of the upazila, is

known in the area as an honest man.

Local people alleged that the authorities of a
company named ‘Maar Limited’ in the industrial
area of Madhabpur tried to frame Qayyum with
Yaba as he has been protesting against industrial

pollution in the area for long.

Qayyum said one Milon, 32, son of Shukur Ali
and Jabed, 28, son of Muktar Miah of Shahpur
village, came to his shop in the name of buying

furniture around 5:00pm on August 28.

Around 9:00pm on the same day, three sub-
inspectors of Madhabpur Police Station came to
his shop in plainclothes and started searching.
At one stage, one of them took out a packet of
cigarettes from under the shutters of the shop

and showed him 40 Yaba pills.

Locals then rushed to the spot and thwarted
the attempt of the policemen to frame him with
Yaba. On information, a police team, led by
the officer-in-charge (OC) of the police station,
rushed to the spot and pacified the angry locals

photo was taken recently.

Environmental activist Abdul Qayyum (bearded) visits a canal near Maar Limited in Habiganj’s
Madhabpur upazila. Most of the factories in the area discharge their waste into the canal. The

PHOTO: MINTU DESHWARA

i !

Asset Developments & Holdings Ltd

ksVill

3 Bedroom Apartments

at Uttara
(Single Apartment Per Floor)

DEVELOPMENTS

Please feel free to

Call 16687

Or Mobile: 01713 178006, 01713 048556
01713 018407

91 Gulshan Avenue

FoREeE! IENT TP

"Strengthening the Capacity of Officers and Staffs of Planning
Division/Commission" &%

Afqege TFeNeTy
Afaegar e

with the help of Qayyum.

After the incident, locals filed a complaint
with the police station against the three Sls.
However, following a request from the OC,
the names of three SIs in the complaint were
dropped later.

On the same day, Qayyum filed a complaint
against Milon and Jabed, bringing allegation
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conspiracy to frame Qayyum with Yaba.
Superintendent of Police Mohammad Ullah
said during primary investigation, it was found
that Qayyum is innocent. Someone wanted to
trap him with Yaba because he works for the
environment.
Tofazzal Sohel, general secretary of Bangladesh

district over the years. Most of the factories
are discharging their waste into open space or
into canals and rivers without treating it. Abdul
Qayyum has been protesting against industrial
pollution for several years.

Contacted, Sadiqul Islam, general manager
of Maar Limited, refuted all allegations brought
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