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initiatives to turn Dhaka into a smart city and they have 
already received proposals from different organisations 
in this regard. 

The mayor is reviewing those and soon they will start 
implementing those, he said. The DSCC mayor has also 
taken an initiative to prepare a masterplan for the city, 
targeting up to 2050. 

“We have already involved renowned architects and 
planners in this regard and have held five workshops. 
Consultancy works regarding the masterplan will start 
next month. We will be able to start its implementation 
within a year,” he hoped. 

As part of the announcement of the prime minister to 
turn the country into a developed one by 2041, DSCC 
also wants to make Dhaka a developed city by this time, 
he said. 

About the Smart City Index, Dhaka North City 
Corporation Mayor Atiqul Islam said they have seen the 
study and are trying to find out the reasons for which 
Dhaka failed to secure a position in the list. 

He said the total area and density of the city will have 
to be taken into consideration in the survey as Dhaka is a 
very densely populated city where around 50,000 people 
live in per square km area. 

Acknowledging that the service quality of DNCC is 
still not up to the mark, the mayor said they do not have 
the manpower and equipment necessary to ensure better 
services for all.

“But we are working in this regard,” he assured. “We 
are trying to be more digitalised… We will introduce 
online tax payment from January 1 next year and start 
an app within two months -- Shobai Mile Shobar Dhaka 
-- where people will be able to file complaints,” he said.

“We also have a plan to develop the new 18 wards 
under DNCC. The prime minister has already given 
approval of Tk 4,025 crore at an Ecnec meeting in this 
regard,” he said.  

Significance 
of rural dev 
stressed
BARD conference 
begins in Cumilla

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cumilla

A two-day conference 
of Bangladesh Academy 
for Rural Development 
(BARD), Cumilla began at 
its office yesterday.

LGRD Minister Md Tazul 
Islam inaugurated the 53rd 
Planning Conference in 
Mainamati Auditorium of 
BARD where guests and 
visitors are participating 
to learn and share their 
experiences on rural 
development and co-
operative issues.

Lawmaker AKM 
Bahauddin from Cumilla-6 
was present as special guest 
while Cirdap Director 
Cherdsak Virapat guest of 
honour. Besides, Md Rezaul 
Ahsan, secretary to LGRD 
ministry, attended the 
inaugural session.

Minister Tazul Islam 
talked about the significant 
role of BARD in reducing 
poverty and explained how 
it works. 

He also praised activities 
of BARD founder late Dr 
Akter Hamid Khan and 
narrated how he met 
general people to work with 
them.
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media outlets. But they won’t allow others 
to do so.”

Fakhrul said many journalists were 
killed, made disappeared, sacked, 
repressed and sent to jail facing the wrath 
of the government. “Even after that, you 
[journalists] have to turn around as you are 
the foundation of democracy.”

Fakhrul said democracy can never 
be established without free flow of 
information or free media as the mass 
media can play a major role in democratic 

society in all countries, in all eras and at all 
times.

DUJ president Kader Gani Chowdhury 
said the Digital Security Act has become a 
dangerous obstacle to expressing freedom 
of speech. “By creating a culture of fear, this 
law is being used as a weapon to gag the 
media and suppress the dissent.”

Describing the Digital Security Act as 
a “dogmatic” law, he said it cannot exist 
in any civilised society or in any civilised 
welfare state. “It’s an unconstitutional law. 
We demand immediate repeal of this law.”

IUB signs MoU to 
enrich maritime, 
climate research
CITY DESK

Independent University, Bangladesh 
(IUB), Bangladesh Institute of Maritime 
Research and Development (BIMRAD) and 
International Centre for Climate Change 
and Development (ICCCAD) at IUB recently 
signed a memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) at the university’s campus.  

The objectives of this MoU would be to 
exchange information and materials across 
various fields in relation to maritime issues, 
climate change, etc, said a press release. 

It will also focus on developing scientific 
and technical research projects in maritime 
and related sectors, and carrying out 
collaborative publications centring climate 
change and marine resources.

Prof Milan Pagon, vice chancellor 
(acting) of IUB; Rear Admiral (Retd) Kazi 
Sarwar Hossain, advisor at BIMRAD; and Dr 
Saleemul Huq, director at ICCCAD, singed 
the MoU on behalf of respective institutions.

DEATH OF TEENAGE COUSINS

Two held in Rangpur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Police yesterday detained two persons in connection with 
the deaths of two teenage cousins in Rangpur.

Mahfuzar Rahman Rifat and Arifur Raman were 
being interrogated, said Uttam Proshad Pathak, deputy 
commissioner of the Detective Branch of Rangpur 
Metropolitan Police.

The two teenagers -- Somaiya Akter Meem (16) and 
Zannatun Mawa (14) -- daughters of Moksedul Islam and 
Mominul Islam respectively -- were found dead at their 
home in Rangpur city’s Goneshpur on Friday.

Following the incident, Mominul Islam filed a murder 
case with Kotwali Police Station yesterday.

Nobody was at home during the incident, said police.
Locals informed police after they had noticed Meem’s 

body hanging from a ceiling fan.
Abdur Rashid, officer-in-charge of the police station, 

had said they found Zannatun’s body on the floor.
Police found blood on the noses of the deceased. There 

were also bruise marks around both their necks.
The law enforcers on Friday afternoon sent the 

bodies to Rangpur Medical College Hospital morgue for 
autopsies.

FIRE RISKS

In-house safety first, state 
management later: speakers 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

In-house fire safety and management of a 
building is utmost important rather than a 
state management, speakers at a webinar 
said yesterday. Proper planning is required 
including emergency routes and exits, fire 
detection and warning systems, and the 
appropriate firefighting equipment for 
internal fire safety.

At the online event organised by 
Bangladesh Institute of Planners (BIP) on 
fire risk and safety in urban areas, speakers 
also demanded proper implementation of 
construction rules and regulations.

BIP president Prof Akter Mahmud 
chaired the webinar.

In the key-note paper, BIP Secretary-
General Adil Mohammad Khan said 
about main reasons behind the recent fire 
incidents like Narayanganj, Churihatta 
and Banani FR Tower.

He identified a lack of natural reservoirs 
and ponds, faulty building structures, 
inadequate or narrow entrances, illegal 
chemical factories and warehouses in 
residential areas, corruption in illegal 
housing construction and utility services, 
inadequate fire service stations and skilled 
manpower for such incidents.

Adil Mohammad said the authorities 
should increase the reservoir and widened 
roads, moreover, every school and hospital 
needs arrangement of open verandas to 
reduce loss.

“Housing companies maintain the 
rules and regulations to prepare a building 
as they need various types of permissions 

and have to sell the flats. But, sometimes 
we see, after handing over the property, the 
management authority did not maintain 
it properly. For example, fire extinguishers 
need to be replaced after a period of time, 
they don’t do that,” said Ariful Islam, vice 
president of BIP.

“We have laws but we can’t implement 
this properly. According to the law, every 
building needs an occupancy certificate 
every five years. It is possible to check all 
facilities in a building by this time, but 
Rajuk failed to fulfil its responsibility,” 
said Sirajul Islam, chief town planner of 
Dhaka South City Corporation (DSCC).

Hishamuddin Chisty, planner of DAP 
for Dhaka, said, “Firefighting must be held 
in three steps -- the first step is to monitor 
the building’s own firefighting capacity; 
then we need the community-fighting 
and we need trained-volunteers for this 
step; and the last step recurred fire service 
authority.”

When a building plan is approval by 
authorities there should be a system to 
check all utility connection plan like 
electricity, gas and water, and even car 
parking space, said Sheikh Md. Ejaj, a 
planner of Victoria State of Australia.

“Most of the mosques in our country are 
unplanned. It should be publicised that it 
does not cost any money to get permission 
for establishments fo religious practices. 
Religious and service organisation’s 
buildings should have a safety audit  every 
year,” said Moinul Islam, town planner of 
Naryanganj City Corporation.

Scientists find 
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“Wastewater is an important source to 
monitor presence and progression of 
infection rate, because the virus leaves 
the body of not only those who are 
symptomatic but also asymptomatic 
individuals through excretion,” said Prof 
Firoz, adding, “Our finding effectively 
substantiates the ability of wastewater 
surveillance to enormously supplement 
testing individuals who are infected or 
incubating the virus.”

NSTU VC Prof Didar-ul-Alam said, 
“This will help establish national 
surveillance of the spread of Covid-19 and 
its interplay with the environment.”

“Our lab has performed about 21,000 
SARS-CoV-2 RT-PCR tests to serve residents 
of ten upazilas in Noakhali and Laxmipur, 
with support from our university,” he said. 

The team consists of Prof Md Jakariya, 
Dr Maqsud Hossain and Prof Hasan 
Mahmud Reza, all from NSU; and Prof 
Firoz Ahmed, Prof Newaz Mohammed 
Bahadur, Foysal Hossen, Md Shahadat 
Hossain, Aminul Islam, Md Main Uddin 
and Md Nur Islam from NSTU.  

Govt to train 
returnee workers
Says expat minister

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Expatriates’ Welfare Minister 
Imran Ahmad yesterday 
said the government will 
take initiative to train 
returnee migrant workers 
and certify them based on 
skills they gathered abroad. 

National Training and 
Vocational Qualification 
Framework curriculum will 
be introduced at Technical 
Training Centers for migrant 
workers, the minister said 
while addressing a views-
exchange as chief guest.

The meeting with 
principals of Institutes of 
Marine Technology and 
TTCs was held at BMET, 
said a press release.

As life returns to normal cadence after months of slowdown, this footpath in the capital’s Gulistan is also 

returning to a familiar scene. Roadside hawkers have come back to the streets with their makeshift shops, 

taking up the footpath and leaving not nearly enough space for pedestrians to walk at a safe distance apart 

from each other. Face masks are also vanishing fast from sight, although the rate of Covid-19 infection has not 

shown much of a sign of easing up. The photo was taken on Friday. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN

This road from MAG Osmani International Airport to Sylhet city has had most of its 

solar-based lights out of order for months. After 9pm, hundreds of trucks ply this 

road, whose bright headlights put smaller vehicles coming from the other side in 

danger.  PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR


