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FIrRE Risks

In-house safety first, state
management later: speakers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

In-house fire safety and management of a
building is utmost important rather than a
state management, speakers at a webinar
said yesterday. Proper planning is required
including emergency routes and exits, fire
detection and warning systems, and the
appropriate firefighting equipment for
internal fire safety.

At the online event organised by
Bangladesh Institute of Planners (BIP) on
fire risk and safety in urban areas, speakers
also demanded proper implementation of
construction rules and regulations.

BIP president Prof Akter Mahmud
chaired the webinar.

In the key-note paper, BIP Secretary-
General Adil Mohammad Khan said
about main reasons behind the recent fire
incidents like Narayanganj, Churihatta
and Banani FR Tower.

He identified a lack of natural reservoirs
and ponds, faulty building structures,
inadequate or narrow entrances, illegal
chemical factories and warehouses in
residential areas, corruption in illegal
housing construction and utility services,
inadequate fire service stations and skilled
manpower for such incidents.

Adil Mohammad said the authorities
should increase the reservoir and widened
roads, moreover, every school and hospital
needs arrangement of open verandas to
reduce loss.

“Housing companies maintain the
rules and regulations to prepare a building
as they need various types of permissions

and have to sell the flats. But, sometimes
we see, after handing over the property, the
management authority did not maintain
it properly. For example, fire extinguishers
need to be replaced after a period of time,
they don’t do that,” said Ariful Islam, vice
president of BIP.

“We have laws but we can’t implement
this properly. According to the law, every
building needs an occupancy certificate
every five years. It is possible to check all
facilities in a building by this time, but
Rajuk failed to fulfil its responsibility,”
said Sirajul Islam, chief town planner of
Dhaka South City Corporation (DSCC).

Hishamuddin Chisty, planner of DAP
for Dhaka, said, “Firefighting must be held
in three steps -- the first step is to monitor
the building’s own firefighting capacity;
then we need the community-fighting
and we need trained-volunteers for this
step; and the last step recurred fire service
authority.”

When a building plan is approval by
authorities there should be a system to
check all utility connection plan like
electricity, gas and water, and even car
parking space, said Sheikh Md. Ejaj, a
planner of Victoria State of Australia.

“Most of the mosques in our country are
unplanned. It should be publicised that it
does not cost any money to get permission
for establishments fo religious practices.
Religious and service organisation’s
buildings should have a safety audit every
year,” said Moinul Islam, town planner of
Naryanganj City Corporation.
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As life returns to normal cadence after months of slowdown, this footpath in the capital’s Gulistan is also
returning to a familiar scene. Roadside hawkers have come back to the streets with their makeshift shops,
taking up the footpath and leaving not nearly enough space for pedestrians to walk at a safe distance apart
from each other. Face masks are also vanishing fast from sight, although the rate of Covid-19 infection has not
shown much of a sign of easing up. The photo was taken on Friday.
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Significance
of rural dev

stressed

BARD conference
begins in Cumilla

Our CORRESPONDENT, Cumilla

A two-day  conference
of Bangladesh Academy
for Rural Development

(BARD), Cumilla began at
its office yesterday.

LGRD Minister Md Tazul
Islam inaugurated the 53rd
Planning Conference in
Mainamati Auditorium of
BARD where guests and

visitors are participating
to learn and share their
experiences on rural
development and  co-
operative issues.

Lawmaker AKM

Bahauddin from Cumilla-6
was present as special guest
while  Cirdap  Director
Cherdsak Virapat guest of
honour. Besides, Md Rezaul
Ahsan, secretary to LGRD

ministry, attended the
inaugural session.
Minister Tazul Islam

talked about the significant
role of BARD in reducing
poverty and explained how
it works.

He also praised activities
of BARD founder late Dr
Akter Hamid Khan and
narrated how he met
general people to work with
them.

Media going
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media outlets. But they won't allow others
to doso.”

Fakhrul said many journalists were
killed, made  disappeared, sacked,
repressed and sent to jail facing the wrath
of the government. “Even after that, you
[journalists] have to turn around as you are
the foundation of democracy.”

Fakhrul said democracy can never
be established without free flow of
information or free media as the mass
media can play a major role in democratic

society in all countries, in all eras and at all
times.

DU]J president Kader Gani Chowdhury
said the Digital Security Act has become a
dangerous obstacle to expressing freedom
of speech. “By creating a culture of fear, this
law is being used as a weapon to gag the
media and suppress the dissent.”

Describing the Digital Security Act as
a “dogmatic” law, he said it cannot exist
in any civilised society or in any civilised
welfare state. “It's an unconstitutional law.
We demand immediate repeal of this law.”

Scientists find
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“Wastewater is an important source to
monitor presence and progression of
infection rate, because the virus leaves
the body of not only those who are
symptomatic but also asymptomatic
individuals through excretion,” said Prof
Firoz, adding, “Our finding effectively
substantiates the ability of wastewater
surveillance to enormously supplement
testing individuals who are infected or
incubating the virus.”

NSTU VC Prof Didar-ul-Alam said,
“This will help establish national
surveillance of the spread of Covid-19 and
its interplay with the environment.”

“Our lab has performed about 21,000
SARS-CoV-2 RT-PCR tests to serve residents
of ten upazilas in Noakhali and Laxmipur,
with support from our university,” he said.

The team consists of Prof Md Jakariya,
Dr Magsud Hossain and Prof Hasan
Mahmud Reza, all from NSU; and Prof
Firoz Ahmed, Prof Newaz Mohammed
Bahadur, Foysal Hossen, Md Shahadat
Hossain, Aminul Islam, Md Main Uddin

DEeATH OF TEENAGE COUSINS

Two held in Rangpur

Our CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Police yesterday detained two persons in connection with
the deaths of two teenage cousins in Rangpur.

Mahfuzar Rahman Rifat and Arifur Raman were
being interrogated, said Uttam Proshad Pathak, deputy
commissioner of the Detective Branch of Rangpur
Metropolitan Police.

The two teenagers -- Somaiya Akter Meem (16) and
Zannatun Mawa (14) -- daughters of Moksedul Islam and
Mominul Islam respectively -- were found dead at their
home in Rangpur city’s Goneshpur on Friday.

Following the incident, Mominul Islam filed a murder
case with Kotwali Police Station yesterday.

Nobody was at home during the incident, said police.

Locals informed police after they had noticed Meem's
body hanging from a ceiling fan.

Abdur Rashid, officer-in-charge of the police station,
had said they found Zannatun’s body on the floor.

Police found blood on the noses of the deceased. There
were also bruise marks around both their necks.

The law enforcers on Friday afternoon sent the
bodies to Rangpur Medical College Hospital morgue for

[UB signs MoU to
enrich maritime,
climate research

City DEsk

Independent  University, Bangladesh
(TUB), Bangladesh Institute of Maritime
Research and Development (BIMRAD) and
International Centre for Climate Change
and Development (ICCCAD) at IUB recently
signed a memorandum of understanding
(MoU) at the university’s campus.

The objectives of this MoU would be to
exchange information and materials across
various fields in relation to maritime issues,
climate change, etc, said a press release.

It will also focus on developing scientific
and technical research projects in maritime
and related sectors, and carrying out
collaborative publications centring climate
change and marine resources.

Prof Milan Pagon, vice chancellor
(acting) of TUB; Rear Admiral (Retd) Kazi
Sarwar Hossain, advisor at BIMRAD; and Dr
Saleemul Hugq, director at ICCCAD, singed

This road from MAG Osmani International Airport to Sylhet city has had most of its
solar-based lights out of order for months. After 9pm, hundreds of trucks ply this
road, whose bright headlights put smaller vehicles coming from the other side in

danger. PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR
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TENDER NOTICE

Sealed Tenders are hereby invited by Islami Bank Bangladesh Limited from
reputed Security Services Provider Companies to provide 1509 (One
thousand five hundred nine) Security Guards for guarding 503 (Five hundred
three) ATM/CRM Booths of Islami Bank Bangladesh Limited all over the
country as and when required basis. Detail information regarding the Tender
will be available in Bank's website: www.islamibankbd.com from the next
day of publication of this advertisement.
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and Md Nur Islam from NSTU. autopsies. the MoU on behalf of respective institutions.
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initiatives to turn Dhaka into a smart city and they have
already received proposals from different organisations
in this regard.

The mayor is reviewing those and soon they will start
implementing those, he said. The DSCC mayor has also
taken an initiative to prepare a masterplan for the city,
targeting up to 2050.

“We have already involved renowned architects and
planners in this regard and have held five workshops.
Consultancy works regarding the masterplan will start
next month. We will be able to start its implementation
within a year,” he hoped.

As part of the announcement of the prime minister to
turn the country into a developed one by 2041, DSCC
also wants to make Dhaka a developed city by this time,
he said.

About the Smart City Index, Dhaka North City
Corporation Mayor Atiqul Islam said they have seen the
study and are trying to find out the reasons for which
Dhaka failed to secure a position in the list.

He said the total area and density of the city will have
to be taken into consideration in the survey as Dhaka is a
very densely populated city where around 50,000 people
live in per square km area.

Acknowledging that the service quality of DNCC is
still not up to the mark, the mayor said they do not have
the manpower and equipment necessary to ensure better
services for all.

“But we are working in this regard,” he assured. “We
are trying to be more digitalised... We will introduce
online tax payment from January 1 next year and start
an app within two months -- Shobai Mile Shobar Dhaka
-- where people will be able to file complaints,” he said.

“We also have a plan to develop the new 18 wards
under DNCC. The prime minister has already given
approval of Tk 4,025 crore at an Ecnec meeting in this
regard,” he said.

Govt to train
returnee workers
Says expat minister

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Land for Sale at Joydebpur

2.57 acre (7.78 Bigha) walled
on Miabari Road - 1 km west of
Joydebpur-Mymensingh 4 lane
near Asia Paints. Tk. 6 crore.
Please contact - 01715 086868

Expatriates’ Welfare Minister
Imran Ahmad vyesterday
said the government will
take initiative to train
returnee migrant workers
and certify them based on
skills they gathered abroad.
National Training and
Vocational  Qualification
Framework curriculum will
be introduced at Technical
Training Centers for migrant
workers, the minister said
while addressing a views-
exchange as chief guest.

in Bangladesh since 1972.

The  meeting  with
principals of Institutes of
Marine Technology and

TTCs was held at BMET,
said a press release.

Wi GHaNE FiRAIR @ Pfids, sl e Pfide-97 @i bfend ofet | o afedrm

b 2T e S ¥ 3k | o R Sore s we g

®

e pfEfefer aagrm Afivme g Fide Frmer wes v, (s @nTSTT oS IRATTN AT

TF, ARE T e/ firrte @rret 8 cMtte wiewmst

T sl

S| TEEE ofeER | e [(F) @R s e e @ afe (s )
e fFize AATE [AST Cram)z 37 i Frewes &f ) @ or Rem/erd
(sfefefes) lerzetamsiy =7 1

() fommm, anfer, wfiifs, gemefey, afia, awfia, afftama,
agfiana, qafay fedade wanfier )

(o) Trefee formt Bow o (fTamzfaf) Tof wae 3frEom
TFSTI 2o A |

(7) I 1 wis afedin wfen wfed o Fows e
(FITFT) TR TR IS 4T AT AfSHITa oz A

A FAATF o3 (42) IEAT SEwST 4TS A |

IWEML ¢ ©d-03-030 TR FE® vo (IF) IeT | FEFST @M ¢ WEHSPTHFRR (FT A

=it 3 TR A I FirwTe i e o, AR/ - ag b 7re @ amtfray e,

W A 8

< frifae wiffces ok @9 SIREeR g I TR AT
P @W R e afere TEeE @ v afee Tar v frant siEy Afi@dE, s ¢
e TR Wi FeTwt ==
TERIITE
agvE i, oS «s W fofesm
(€ x o) »/fC, e a1/a, wfefaer, o

ferfererrarty | <arTe wferefss azemamy w7

S 1 CIEDs I/ rarmT/ e -« et 20w oS sjire sifafi s, sy oot 8 (519) +
SIFTLATG WA AN B, TS ARBT-ER T af Toqe F20s TR | WEwem ¥ =m, Pt
AT, WS =, g e, e T e, frwsre @t (@, e e, fres/epd/fifata, oo
HARPTZ), BSIEE @32 ©3-09-2030 SIFTH 7, Fer (@eme W, @I & @ W9, (AT wwE,
aretret, «f e TEY 4TS T | WiES ST M AT AT FACS A |

< HRATE @ AT TR A AN ARSI Brgd A0S A |

& oFAEe it SR A FEATER AT WA FACS T |

S AAPFTFRSIER BRI TSNS T YRS TEFAF (I AT 476 927 T T |

& pfefefes sigdta aameme 7@ o (fBw) aom )

S HEARE W3 ACHE 29052030 SIRTHT NYT NIIEHS, v onfer, fGumrt as St
fefesm, wadt o Ffase, aum snfem, o/, e a/q, wfefie, sret amm Rt oere
A | A FCSIHCE WA BT ATE AT FCICEA SR A WA ST AT 2 |

G RIS @ WRINITE I Y WIGEHT I scan 0 soft copy gmadmin@agranibank.org,

4% dgmhrd@agranibank.org 9 e-mail 9 (&3 F0S I |

TR (TR AIARE &2 T4 T Al

J

L)
'

T M-BEC I

INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

Concern Worldwide is an international, humanitarian organisation dedicated to the reduction of suffering and working towards the
ultimate elimination of extreme poverty in the world's poorest countries. With its head quarter in Ireland, Concern has been working

Concern Worldwide, Bangladesh is currently inviting Expression of Interest (EOI) from reputed and experienced consultancy firms
to conduct a "Baseline & Knowledge, Practice, and Coverage Study” for "Collective Responsibility, Action and Accountability for
Improved Nutrition (CRAAIN)" project, which is implemented by a 'Coastal Consortium' led by Concern Worldwide with WaterAid
and two local NGO partners, Rupantar and Jagrata Juba Shangha (JJS). The project is funded by European Union.

Application Instructions: For more details, please log on to www.bdjobs.com

Concern Worldwide, Bangladesh reserves the right to accept or reject any or all of the proposals without showing any reason whatsoever.

ENDING
EXTREME POVERTY

WHATEVER

IT TAKES

CoNCERN

worldwide

Deadline: 26 September 2020

Any form of persuasion shall result disqualification of the EOI

Our mission is to help people living in extreme poverty.



