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BWMRI scientists
develop 2 blast
tolerant wheat varieties

National Seed Board has approved the new
varieties

KONGKON KARMAKER, Dinajpur

Scientists at Bangladesh Wheat and Maize
Research Institute (BWMRI) in Dinajpur
have developed two new wheat varieties
with built-in blast disease tolerance. The
blast tolerant varieties will raise hope of the
farmers across the country.

The wheat blast disease first came in the
country in 2016 as a new worry.

It took the scientists around seven years
to develop these two new verities.

Scientists said these newly high yielding
varieties named Gom-2 and Gom-3, also
tolerable of heat weather and leaf blind,
can be produced all over Bangladesh,
including the southern part of Bangladesh.

Under the Ministry of Agriculture,
National Seed Board has approved the
marketing of these two new varieties at its
103rd meeting held in Dhaka on September
8 this year.

Attack of wheat blast was a nightmare for
the growers, but now the newly developed
blast tolerant varieties would encourage the
farmers to bring more land under wheat
cultivation, said Dr Israil Hossain, director
general (DG) of BWMRI in Dinajpur.

He added that the scientists of the
breeding board, agronomists and
pathologists of the institute were involved
with the entire process.

These two blast tolerant varieties have
been developed using the gene of two
popular cultivars-- BARI Gom 25 and BARI
Gom 26, said Israil.

Besides, Gom 3 has been developed
using the International Wheat and Maize
Improvement Centre (CIMMYT), said the
DG, adding that after testing in multiple
environments for years in regional and
farming level trials, these varieties have
been released.

Wheat blast is a fungal disease, which
affected 15,000 hectares of the wheat crop
land in south and southwestern districts of
the country in 2016 for the first time. The
following year, the blast disease was also
reported in the country. It was a major
hindrance for wheat cultivation in blast
prone areas.

However, farmers of the southern and
southwestern areas were planting blast
registrant Gom-33, a Zn enriched variety.

Both the varieties were tested for blast
disease reaction under artificial inoculation
at the Precision Phenotyping Platform

(PPP) at Reginal Station of BWMRI in
Jashore.

WMRI Gom-3 has sown consistent
resistance against wheat blast for last
three years in Bangladesh, added Dr Israil
Hossain.

The DG said the now-defunct
WRC (Wheat Research Centre), which
transformed into BWMRI located at
Nashipur village under Dinajpur Sadar
Upazila, developed some wheat varieties
had been very popular among the farmers
for a long time. These were Kanchan,
Shatabdi, Prodip and BARI Gom-26. But
eventually, some of the earlier varieties
have already been degenerated and became
susceptible to various diseases.

Now it is time to replace those old with
new one, said the DG.

The disease first hit the
farmersin 2016, and it took
the scientists around seven
years to develop these two
new verities.

He also said that the government
has a plan to increase the wheat area to
ensure food security in parallel with rice
production. Newly released Gom-3 is
enough to extend the area in the southern
Bangladesh.

He said BWMRI has some challenges.

It needed more land and seed storage
facilities to produce a sufficient amount of
Breeder Seed of wheat, especially for new
wheat varieties.

Wheat is the second most important
cereal crop in Bangladesh.

Wheat demand is increasing every year
in the country. The annual demand for
wheat in the country is around 7.00 million
tonnes. Around 1,250 lakh tonnes of wheat
is produced in Bangladesh while the rest
needed to import to meet the demand.

Bangladesh is the fifth most wheat
importer in the world.

The newly released varieties are not only
early maturing and heat tolerant but also
resistant to leaf blight and leaf rust diseases,
said the DG.
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Motaleb at his Saudi date palm orchard at Paragaon village in Mymensingh’s Bhaluka upazila.

PHOTO: HRIDOYE MATI O MANUSH

Saudi dates change Motaleb’s fate

SHYKH SERAJ

In 2004, Channel i's Hridoye Mati O Manush
(Soil & People in Heart) featured a unique
farmer; the programme was about a young
entrepreneur who was cultivating Saudi
dates on Bangladeshi soil at Paragaon village
in Mymensingh’s Bhaluka upazila. Farmer
Motaleb, the enterprising young man became
hugely popular through this programme. I still
remember an article I wrote on Motaleb and his
Ajwa dates on The Daily Star’s publication, Star
Insight on October 6, 2012. I visited Paragaon
several times since 2004. Motaleb has become
stronger, bigger and better as a farmer in all
these years. When I first went to Paragaon,
many people were sceptic, but Motaleb has
tremendously done his job and uprooted all
doubts on growing Saudi dates on Bangladeshi
soil.

When 1 first went to Motaleb’s home, I saw
a clay house. Today there is a two-storey house.
He has various pictures on the walls of his
house; desert, camel, date palms. Now it looks
like a Baganbari (Farmhouse). Dear readers,
Motaleb went to Saudi Arabia in an attempt
to change his fate. He used to work at a local
date orchard. In 2004, Motaleb told me, “While
working in a date orchard in the hot desert,
I used to think about Prophet Muhammad
(Peace be upon him) and how much he liked
having dates. I thought why not I give it a try
in Bangladesh; why not I start cultivating Saudi
dates in my country?”

This thought kept Motaleb inspired all
the time. Then one day he collected seeds of
different variety of Saudi dates, packed them
in a bag and left Saudi Arabia for home. After
returning to the country, then began the
relentless effort of Motaleb to produce seedlings
from those seeds. Villagers thought Motaleb
has gone crazy, seeing Motaleb’s madness with
dates, Motaleb’s wife also went away from him
to her father’s house.

“Everyone thought I was crazy, but I proved
myself,” said Motaleb back in 2004. I asked
his wife, why she left him. “People come back
from the Middle East with lots of gifts, but my
husband returned with a bag, full of date seeds.
I thought he became lunatic,” replied Motaleb’s

wife, back in 2004.

Nothing in this world could stop Motaleb
from chasing his dreams. He brought dramatic
changes working at his orchard from the 2001 to
2004. In 2008, I went to Motaleb’s date orchard
again. By that time, Motaleb was already
successful in cultivating and selling Saudi
dates across the country. Motaleb made the
impossible possible. I have seen many farmers
in Bangladesh who have an impossible vision,
but they made it possible, only with their heart
and soul efforts. Such was the case with the late
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Haripada Kapali, the inventor of Haridhaan.
Motaleb, son of a poor farmer, had a dream
to see the face of prosperity. So he migrated
to Saudi Arabia. His dream did not come true
there. But the technique of date cultivation he
mastered brought him enormous success.

A few days back, I went to Bhaluka, once
again. Motaleb is now the most successful date
palm entrepreneur of Bangladesh. Motaleb’s
date orchard, which started on 10 kathas (0.16
acres) of land, has expanded to a successful date
orchard of 5 bighas (1.65 acres), where he has

65 different varieties of Saudi date palm trees.
In the meantime, 100 trees are giving fruits
regularly. I could see the dates on the trees
and Motaleb has attached iron ladders right
beside the taller trees. It helps him to pluck the
fruits quite easily. I remember witnessing an
automated machine for plucking dates while
I visited Mecca and Medina long back. I asked
Motaleb, “Where did you get the idea to make
such a ladder with an iron rod?” Motaleb said
he saw the automated machines while working
at a date orchard in Saudi Arabia. He doesn't
have that technology, but he has created a
similar structure on his own.

Motaleb said all his dates are sold directly
from his orchard. He sells at Tk 1,000 (USD
11.72) to Tk 1,500 (USD 17.58) per kg. Each
tree has 40 to 50 kg of dates. He has already sold
600 kg of dates this year. Motaleb said he might
be able to sell another 400 kg. That means he’ll
get a total of 1,000 kg of dates from his orchard.
The price of dates varies from one variety to the
other. If he gets an average of Tk 1,000 per kg,
he will earn around Tk 10 lakh (USD 11,724)
on average. His main profit though comes from
selling date seedlings. He gets seedlings from
the seeds, most of which are male in kind. As
a result, it is not possible to get fruit from that
tree. But he is sure that the seedlings he makes
through grafting, would give fruits. He sells
each grafted seedling for Tk 60,000 (USD 703)
to Tk 70,000 (USD 820). Motaleb has been
producing such valuable seedlings for few years
now. Sometimes he sells the tree from his entire
orchard. Now he has 100 grafted seedlings for
sell, which will at least give him Tk 50 lakh
(USD 58,623).

The dates have changed the fate of Motaleb.
Motaleb’s life has entirely changed. Not only
he’s highly respected in his family and society
but considered to be one of the most courageous
and innovative farmers of Bangladesh for his
Saudi dates, which he spread across the country.
The government has many plans and working
steadily on nutrition development. Motaleb'’s
dream is, one day farmers would be able to
produce enough dates on Bangladeshi soil,
which would meet the total local demand.
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B'BARIA MURDER Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh &
ACCl.,lSQd urp Local Government Engineering Department /T
chairman Office of the Executive Engineer e g e
SR Pirojpur e
lands in ]all www.lged.gov.bd
Our CORRESPONDENT, Memo No. 46.02.7900.000.07.001.2020-1922 Date: 16.09.2020
Brahmanbaria .
A court here on Tuesday e'Tender NOtlce N 0. 04’202 0'202 1
sent the expelled chairman | | e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (http:/www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the procurement as below: Procurement Method: Limited
of Birgaon Union Parishad Tendering Method (LTM).
(UP) in Nabinagar upazila Sl. Tender ID Package No. Name of work Estimated cost Tender
to jail, rejecting his bail No. No. __ i (Tk) security (Tk)
prayer in a case for killing || 1| S0 L UCEN20. | Bhandara Chiagea Baicla to Pangashia GG v Criapara U0 | |
: ) - - ndaria Chirapar: o Pangashia GC via Chirapa
al “f_lkShaX’ p.‘lﬂllgr during a 21/ W-21 office Gazirhula & Natun Bazar Road at Ch. 980m 3940m 7100m
clash on Aprtt %.2. Road ID 579472001 Kawkhali
. Earlier ~ on Mond'fly 2 493018 e-Tender/LGED/ | Rehabilitation of 2.00x2.00m Box Culvert on Rongakati-Gopalpur 997532.00 20000.00
night, a team of Rapid PIROJ/GOBM/ 20- | GPS-Harindhara GPS-Sonakur GPS cum CS-Kathaltala Ferryghat
Action Battalion (Rab-9) 21/W-22 Road at Ch. 2420m Road ID 579472008 Kawkhali.
arrested Chairman Kabir 3 493019 e-Tender/LGED/ | Rehabilitation of 3 Nos. 1.00x1.00m Box Culvert on Perojpur 1300000.00 30000.00
Ahmed, 48, prime accused PIROJ/GOBM/ 20- | R&H-Sreeramkati GC up to south Jibogram Road at Ch. 4345m
in Mobarak murder case, 21/W-23 8469m & 8862m Road ID 579802002 Perojpur-S.
from Sindurkhan area in 4 493020 e-Tender/LGED/ | Rehabilitation of 3 Nos. 2.00x2.00m Box Culvert on Nazirpur 2927607.00 75000.00
Moulvibazar's Srimangal PIROJ/GOBM/ 20- | Upazila H/Q-Boithakata GC Road at Ch. 1837m 3478m & 9200m
i 21/W-24 Road ID 579762002 Nazirpur.
upazla. , 5 493021 e-TenderLGED/ | Rehabilitation of 1 No. 3.00x3.00m & 2 Nos. 2.00x2.00m Box |  4043711.00 100000.00
Assistant Superintendent PIROJ/GOBM/ 20- | Culvert on Digirgan GC-Matabanga GC Road at Ch. 751m 5446m
of  Police  (Nabinagar 21/W-25 & 6009m Road ID 579762005 Nazirpur.
Circle) said Kabir was 6 493022 e-TenderlLGED/ | Rehabilitation of 4 Nos. 2.00x2.00m Box Culvert on Dirgha UP- 2702274.00 70000.00
running stationery business PIROJ/GOBM/ 20- | Malikhali UP Road at Ch. 3120m 3860m 4830m & 6040m Road ID
in Srimanga], hldlng his 21/W-26 579763004 Nazirpur.
identity. 7 496421 e-Tender/LGED/ | Rehabilitation of 1.00x1.00m Box Culvert on Lahuri Hat-Perojpur 356161.00 9000.00
On April 12, amid the PIRO;:?MMOEITW 20- | Boundary Road at Ch. 112m Road ID 579884027 Indurkani.
lockdown, at  least 50 8 496422 | e-TenderLGED/ | Rehabiliation of 1.00x1.00m Box Culvert on Indurhat-Jilbari UZR 478462.00 10000.00
people were injured in a PIROJ/GOBM/ 20- | via-Binna Bazar Road at Ch. 400m Road ID 579874035
clash between two groups 21/W-28 Nesarabad.
of villagers, one led by 9 496423 e-TenderLGED/ | Rehabilitation of 2.00x2.00m Box Culvert on Daihary UP Office — 806089.00 20000.00
Krishnanagar UP Chairman PIROJ/GOBM/ 20- | Daihary Bazar Road at Ch. 107m Road ID 579873002 Nesarabad.
Zillur Rahman and the 21/W-29
other by Abu Kausar Molla, 10 496424 e-Tender/LGED/ | Rehabilitation of 4.00x4.00m Box Culvert on Daihary UP Office — 2758724.00 70000.00
at Thanakandi village, over PIROJ/GOBM/ 20- | Daihary Bazar Road at Ch. 1455m Road ID 579873002
establishing supremacy in 21/W-30 Nesarabad.
the area 1" 496425 e-Tender/LGED/ | Rehabilitation of 2 Nos. 1.00x1.00m & 1 No. 2.00mx2.00m Box 1594127.00 40000.00
. PIROJ/GOBM/ 20- | Culvert on Aramkati Santirhat to A. Latif House Road at Ch. 100m
During the clash, men of 21W-31 1000m & 1100m Road ID 579874067 Nesarabad.
Kabir, a supporter of Kausar 12 496433 e-Tender/LGED/ | Rehabilitation of 3.00x3.00m Box Culvert on Bhandaria GC to 1587627.00 40000.00
Molla, cut-off Mobarak’s PIROJ/GOBM/ 20- | Pirojpur-Mathbaria RHD Road near Ikree Bus stand via Dhawa
left leg and paraded the area 21/W-32 Bazar Road at Ch. 10260m Road ID 579142011 Bhandaria.
with the severed leg. This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender,
Injured Mobarak later registration in the National e-GP System Portal (http:/fwww.eprocure.gov.bd) is required. The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the
died at Dhaka Medical National e-GP System Portal have to be deposited through online at any branches of registered banks branches up to Last Selling 07.10.2020, 17.00pm,
College Hospital while ftil)osmg 08.10.2020 13.00pm and Opening 08.10.2020 13.00pm. Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and
. m e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).
undergoing treatment there
on April 15. Sushanta Ranjan Roy
A case was filed with the Executive Engineer
police station, accusing over LGED, Pirojpur
100 people including Kabir, 0461-62463
on April 14. GD-1478 xen.perojpur@Iged.gov.bd




