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Man found 
dead near 
border
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A missing man was found 
dead near a border in Biral 
upazila yesterday.

The victim, Jahangir 
Alam, 35, of Dharmajain 
village, went out of his 
house on September 7 and 
remained missing since 
then.

Locals spotted Jahangir’s 
decomposed body floating 
in local Gobra Beel, near the 
barbed-wire fence of India 
and Bangladesh border 
yesterday morning and the 
Border Guard Bangladesh 
(BGB), who recovered it.

NARSINGDI MURDER

Death toll 
rises to 4
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Brahmanbaria

Another injured victim, who 
suffered severe injuries in 
an attack allegedly by their 
tenant in Shibpur upazila 
on Sunday, succumbed 
to her injures at Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital 
(DMCH) yesterday, raising 
the death toll to four.

The deceased is Kulsum 
Begum, 23. 

Earlier on Sunday, 
Kulsum’s parents Tajul Islam 
and Monowara Begum of 
Kumradi village, and their 
tenant Badal Mia’s wife 
Nazma Akter were killed by 
Badal in the same attack.

Inspector (Investigation) 
of Shibpur Police Station Abul 
Kalam said Badal, a carpenter 
from Kishoreganj’s Pakundia 
upazila, had been living with 
his wife Nazma at a rented 
house owned by Tajul Islam 
since their marriage. 

The couple often used to 
engage in altercation over 
various family issues.

On Sunday early morning, 
Hearing Nazma’s screaming, 
house owner Tajul, his wife 
Monowara and daughter 
Kulsum rushed to the spot to 
rescue her.  

Seeing them interfering, 
Badal started stabbing 
everyone present there 
indiscriminately with a 
knife leaving all the four 
critically injured.

Later, villagers took them 
to Narsingdi Sadar Hospital, 
where the doctors declared 
Najma and Monowara 
dead, while Tajul died on 
his way to DMCH. 

Meanwhile, locals caught 
Badal and gave him a good 
beating before handing him 
over to the police.

Bandarban dist council 
destroys hills, builds road 
for private university
The Tk 1.5-crore road already subsiding; additional Tk 5.74 crore 
to be spent by LGED to construct retention walls for it
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bandarban

Destruction of nature continues 
unabated in Bandarban by the hands 
of influential individuals or even 
by the public authorities that are 
entrusted with the task of protecting 
public interest.

The most recent example of such 
breach of trust is by Bandarban Hill 
District Council (BHDC), which 
razed several hills in Sualok union of 
Bandarban Sadar upazila to build a 
road for a private university named 
Bandarban University (BU).

However, the one kilometre-long 
road, being built at a cost of Tk 1.5 
crore, already started to subside at 
various points. 

Moreover, another project, 
with an approved funding of Tk 
5.74 crore, is being undertaken by 

Local Government Engineering 
Department (LGED) in Bandarban to 
reinforce the same road. A tender was 
floated in this regard on August 10. 

Md Mahbubur Rahman, executive 
engineer of BHDC, said, “We had 
cut several hills to make the road 
for Bandarban University. The Tk 
1.5-crore road is under construction.”

Contacted, Bandarban LGED 
Executive Engineer NSM Zillur 
Rahman said, “Upon request from 
Bir Bahadur, the hill tracts minister, 
we took on a project to improve the 
road that is one kilometre in length.” 

The Tk 5.74-crore funding would 
be used to reinforce the road with 
new retention walls, he added.  

According to the official website of 
BU, it is country’s first public-private 
partnership (PPP) university. 

Bir Bahadur U Shwe Sing, minister 

for Chattogram hill tracts affairs 
ministry; and Kwe Shwe Hla, the 
chairman of BHDC and also brother-
in-law of the minister, are mentioned 
as founders of the university on the 
website.

BU is listed under the category of 
‘private universities’ on the website 
of University Grants Commission 
(UGC) of Bangladesh. 

Dr Fakrul Islam, director of Private 
University Division at UGC, said, 
“Bandarban University is a private 
university, which was established as 
per the Private University Act, 2010.” 

Chattogram Hill Tracts Affairs 
Minister Bir Bahadur U Shwe 
Sing could not be reached for his 
comments over the issue despite 
repeated calls made on his cell phone 
by this correspondent.

A subsided section of the road that was built at a cost of Tk 1.5 crore in Sualok union of Bandarban Sadar upazila. 

Bandarban Hill District Council built it for a private university. PHOTO: SANJOY KUMAR BARUA

Living with a 
garbage-littered road

MINTU DESHWARA, back from Habiganj

The huge quantities of garbage collected 
from Habiganj town is left in the open 
space on an important road, causing 
serious environment pollution and 
posing health hazard for the locals.

According to the municipality sources, 
the garbage is being dumped on both 
sides of the bypass road at the entrance 
of four important establishments in the 
east of Habiganj municipality- Brindaban 
Government College, Court building, 
Kibria Municipal Auditorium and 
Habiganj Modern Stadium. 

The townspeople throw waste in 
and around the dustbin. As a result, the 
road is littered with the garbage, which 
is spreading bad odour around, causing 
serious trouble for locals. 

Rimon Mia, a resident near Brindaban 
Government College in the town, said 
the bad smell penetrated the windows, 
leading to the difficult breathing but they 
have nothing to do with this. They cannot 
leave the house as they have to stay here.

Miraj Hosain, a cricketer of the stadium, 
said “I would like to draw the attention 
of the authorities concerned to remove 
the dustbin in front of our stadium. Over 
the pavement, there are hanging electrical 
wires. A flock of crows always remain 
sitting on the wires with the hope of 
collecting foods from the dustbin.”

He added that thousands of people 
including school children, office going 
people and others have to walk along this 
pavement every day, but they often face 
an odd situation when the crows throw 
garbage. 

Miraj also said that nobody passing 

by the dustbin dared to keep their noses 
open. Nobody is taking any step to shift 
it, he said. 

Many journalists came here in the last 
two years to do report on the issue but 
nothing worked, said Mizan, 25, a tea 
vendor in the area. 

“From my childhood, I have been 
seeing this dustbin, but it is yet to be 
removed,” he said.

Chandana Rani Das, an honours third 
year student of Sreemangal Government 
College, said this has been a common 
scenario in the last several years. During 
the monsoon, the condition gets worse. 
The garbage mixed with rainwater stays 
scattered on roads, making those muddy.

Farhad Hossain Koli, general secretary 
of Habiganj District Krira Sangstha, said 
they are badly suffering due to serious 
pollution including bad odour. Elderly 
people often suffer from respiratory 
diseases due to the pollution.

Sports loving people of the district do 
not come to the stadium to watch games 
due to bad smells coming off from the 
dustbin, he added.

Tofazzel Sohel, general secretary of 
Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon (Bapa) 
Habiganj unit, said they have already 
requested authorities concerned to 
clear the waste from the road. If the 
municipality authorities do not solve this 
problem within November, they will call 
strike. 

Habiganj municipality Mayor Mizanur 
Rahman Mizan said they are trying to 
shift the dustbin to another place to ease 
people’s sufferings. A dumping site will be 
constructed soon to remove the dirt from 
the bypass road. 

Waste materials are left in the open space in Habiganj town, 

causing serious environment pollution.
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