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UN warns of new
‘war crimes’
Rahkine state

AFP, Geneva

1n

Myanmar’s apparent continued targeting of civilians in
the country’s Rakhine and Chin states could constitute
new war crimes and crimes against humanity, the UN

rights chief said yesterday.

Michelle Bachelet demanded action to remedy the
serious rights violations suffered by Myanmar’s Rohingya

minority in particular.

Military operations in 2017 forced some 750,000
Rohingya to flee from conflict-torn Rakhine state to
Bangladesh in violence that now sees Myanmar facing
genocide charges at the UN's top court.

Speaking at the opening of the 45th Human Rights
Council in Geneva, Bachelet decried that the abuses
against the Rohingya and other minorities in the country

were ongoing.

“People from the Rakhine, Chin, Mro, Daignet
and Rohingya communities are increasingly affected
by the armed conflict in Rakhine and Chin States,”

Bachelet said.
She pointed to “disappearances

killings of civilians; massive civilian displacement;
arbitrary arrests, torture and deaths in custody; and the

destruction of civilian property.”

“Civilian casualties have also been increasing. In some
cases, they appear to have been targeted or attacked
indiscriminately, which may constitute further war
crimes or even crimes against humanity,” she said.

and extra-judicial
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Firefighters set a backfire to protect homes during the Bobcat Fire in Arcadia, California, US on Sunday night. California
wildfires have already incinerated a record 2.3 million acres this year and are expected to continue till December.
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UK MPs resume feuding

New bill faces first Commons vote over PM Johnson's
to break EU divorce treaty

plan

AFP, London

Britain’s parliament yesterday found
itself in familiar territory -- arguing
about Brexit -- with threats of rebellion
and resignations over Prime Minister
Boris Johnson's controversial plan for a
new law that will break his EU divorce
treaty.

The House of Commons held its first
debate and vote over the bombshell
new bill from late afternoon, despite a
call from Brussels for it to be withdrawn
by the end of the month.

The contentious legislation, unveiled
last week, would override the divorce
deal the UK struck with the EU last year
in several key areas related to Northern
Ireland.

It would see London unilaterally
regulate UK trade and state aid within
the British province, ignoring the EU
treaty which gives Brussels a continuing
say over Northern Ireland’s trading
relationship.

BREXIT CHAOS

If the law passes in the coming
weeks, Brussels has warned it could
scupper ongoing trade deal talks and
threatened court action, leaving the
prospects of an orderly Brexit in tatters.

Even some Brexiteer lawmakers
were aghast that Britain would
wilfully trash an international treaty,
threatening the country’s reputation
and potentially endangering Northern
Ireland’s fragile peace.

Former prime ministers John
Major and Tony Blair this weekend
openly criticised the action, while
David Cameron said yesterday he had
“misgivings” about the approach.

Meanwhile, Johnson's pro-Brexit
former attorney general Geoffrey Cox
said it would be “unconscionable” to
override an international treaty.

“I think it is wrong that the British
government or our parliament should
renege on an agreement on which we
gave our solemn word,” he told Times
Radio.

The latest row revives the bitter
wrangling over how to implement
British voters’ shock decision in 2016 to
quit the bloc, which led to parliamentary
deadlock and repeated postponements.

The impasse was broken after
Johnson sealed a divorce deal with
Brussels and used it to win a thumping
victory in a December general election
which gave his Conservatives an 80-seat
majority in the House of Commons.

Refugees and migrants from the destroyed Moria camp protest near a new temporary camp, on the island of
Leshos, Greece yesterday. More than 12,000 people, mostly refugees from Afghanistan, Africa and Syria, are
without shelter and are having to sleep out in the open without proper sanitation after the fire tore through the

Moria migrant camp last Wednesday.
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Attacks on
journos

increasing

Says Unesco
AFP, Paris

US ELECTION 2020

The number of incidents
of violence against
journalists covering
protests across the world

Billionaire Mike Bloomberg will spend at
least $100 million to boost Democratic
candidate Joe Biden’s prospects in Florida,
a battleground state that could sway the

Bloomberg to spend $100m
in Florida to boost Biden

AFP, Washington Florida, it will allow campaign resources

and other Democratic resources to be used
in other states, in particular the state of
Pennsylvania,” he added.

All of this year's top swing states --
Florida, Pennsylvania, Michigan, North

China laying OFC at
Ladakh flashpoint

Say Indian officials despite high-level talks

in Moscow to ease standoff
Reuters, LEH

Two Indian officials said Chinese troops were laying a network of optical
fibre cables at a western Himalayan flashpoint with India, suggesting
they were digging in for the long haul despite high-level talks aimed at
resolving a standoff there.

Such cables, which would provide forward troops with secure lines of
communication to bases in the rear, have recently been spotted to the
south of Pangong Tso lake in the Himalayan region of Ladakh, a senior
government official said.

China’s foreign ministry did not immediately respond to questions on
the matter from Reuters, while defence officials could not immediately be
reached for comment.

Thousands of Indian and Chinese troops backed by tanks and aircraft
are locked in an uneasy stalemate along a 70 km-long front to the south
of the lake. Each country has accused the other of escalating the standoff.

A third Indian official said yesterday that there had been no significant
withdrawals or reinforcements on either side since the foreign ministers of
the two countries met last week.

“It is as tense as earlier,” he said.

Above Leh, Ladakh’s main city, Indian fighter planes flew throughout
the morning, their engines booming and echoing across the valley
surrounded by brown, barren mountains.

“Our biggest worry is that they have laid optical fibre cables for high-
speed communications,” the first official said, referring to the lake’s
southern bank, where Indian and Chinese troops are only a few hundred
metres apart at some points.

“They have been laying optical fibre cables on the southern bank at
breakneck speed,” he said.

Indian intelligence agencies noted similar cables to the north of the
Pangong Tso lake around a month ago, the second government official
said.

The first Indian government official said the authorities were alerted to
such activity after satellite imagery showed unusual lines in the sand of the
high-altitude deserts to the south of Pangong Tso. These lines were judged
by Indian experts - and corroborated by foreign intelligence agencies - to
be communication cables laid in trenches, he said.

Saudi to ease int’l flight

restrictions today
Saudi Arabia will partially lift its suspension
on international flights from today, the
interior ministry said, six months after
travel curbs were imposed due to the
coronavirus pandemic. The kingdom will
end all restrictions on air, land and sea
transport for Saudi citizens “after January
1" next year, the ministry added on Sunday,
adding that an exact date will be announced
in December. Gulf citizens and non-Saudis
with valid residency permits or visas will be
allowed to enter the kingdom from today as
long as they are not infected with the virus,
the ministry said in a statement published
by the official Saudi Press Agency. People
in other “exceptional categories”, including
Saudi government and military employees,
embassy workers, students and people
requiring medical treatment, will also be
allowed to enter and exit the kingdom
from today.

France, Sweden confirm

Navalny’s poisoning
The German government said yesterday
that laboratories in France and Sweden
have confirmed its own findings that
Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny
was poisoned with a Novichok nerve agent.
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s spokesman
Steffen Seibert said in a statement that
Germany had asked France and Sweden
“for an independent review of the German
evidence (of Novichok poisoning) on the

basis of new samples from Mr Navalny,” who
is receiving treatment in Berlin. “The results
of this review at specialised laboratories in
France and Sweden are now available and
confirm the German evidence (of Novichok
poisoning),” Seibert said. He said Germany
was still waiting for the outcome of a
separate evaluation by the OPCW global
chemical weapons watchdog. On the basis
of the findings by the three European
laboratories, however, Seibert said Germany
was “renewing its call for Russia to make a
declaration on the events” of the
Navalny case.

Delhi riot case: ex-JNU

student leader arrested
Former Jawaharlal Nehru University student
Umar Khalid has been arrested by the Delhi
Police’s special cell for his alleged role
in the riots that broke out in north-east
neighbourhoods of the national capital in
February this year. Umar Khalid was earlier
charged under the stringent Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act in another case
related to the riots. His mobile phone has
been seized by the police, news agency PTI
reported. “After 11 hours of interrogation, the
Delhi Police Special Cell has arrested Umar
Khalid as a conspirator in the Delhi Riots case.
The fairy tale narrative that DP (Delhi Police)
has been spinning and criminalising protests
in the garb of investigating riots, finds yet
another victim,” United Against Hate, an
activist group whose member is Umar Khalid,
said in a statement on Sunday.

SOURCE: AFP, NDTV
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