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September 14, 1972

SHAMSUDDOZA SAJEN

BANGABANDHU RETURNS
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman arrives in Dhaka today at 
4:25pm. President Justice Abu Sayeed 
Choudhury greets the prime minister. 
As Bangabandhu emerges from the 
plane he is 
cheered by the 
crowd who 
assembled at the 
airport to receive 
him. Shiekh 
Lutfor Rahman, 
Bangabandhu’s father, is also present 
at the airport to receive his illustrious 
son. Bangabandhu takes his blessings 
by touching his feet. The prime minister 
drives straight to his Dhanmondi 
residence from the airport.
TALK WITH INDIRA
Bangabandhu today holds a 
135-minute discussion with Indian 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi on 
problems of mutual interest during 
a three-hour stop in New Delhi 

FIRST YEAR OF BANGLADESH
BANGABANDHU’S NATION-BUILDING CHALLENGES

Bangabandhu back home

Bangabandhu being garlanded by his 

cabinet colleagues after the president 

received him at Dhaka Airport on 

September 14, 1972. SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

Man digs 3km 
canal in 30yrs to 
irrigate farmland

NDTV ONLINE

A man has carved out a three-kilometre long canal 
to take rainwater coming down from nearby hills 
to fields of his village, Kothilawa in Lahthua area 
of Gaya in India’s Bihar state.

“It took me 30 years to dig this canal which 
takes the water to a pond in the village,” said 
Laungi Bhuiyan who has dug out the canal single-
handedly in Gaya.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

ROOPPUR PURCHASE SCAM

HC questions 
contractor’s bail
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday questioned 
the lower court order that granted bail 
to contractor Shahadat Hossain in a case 
filed over last year’s infamous corruption 
in purchasing furniture and household 
products for officials of Rooppur Nuclear 
Power Plant.

The HC issued a rule asking the state to 
explain in two weeks why the lower court 
order should not be scrapped.

The bench of Justice Md Nazrul Islam 
Talukder and Justice Ahmed Sohel came 
up with the rule following a revision 
petition filed by the Anti-Corruption 
Commission (ACC) challenging the lower 
court order.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

GRAFT CASE

Ex-MP Bodi’s 
trial begins in 
Chattogram
STAR REPORT

A court in Chattogram 
yesterday started trial 
proceedings of a corruption 
case against former Awami 
League lawmaker of Cox’s 
Bazar-4 Abdur Rahman 
Bodi.

Acting Judge of 
Chittagong Divisional 
Special Judge Court Md 
Ismail Hossain framed the 
charges against him around 
yesterday noon and set 
October 15 for the start of 
recording testimonies.

Bodi, who drew huge 
criticism across the 
country over his alleged 
involvement with Yaba 
trading, was present in the 
courtroom, court sources 
said.

“Commencement of 
the trial was delayed for 
different reasons. Bodi 
filed appeals with the 
High Court and Supreme 
Court seeking stay on the 
case proceedings. But his 
appeals were rejected,” 
said Kazi Sanwar Ahmed 
Lavlu, public prosecutor 
of the ACC’s Chattogram’s 
regional office.

“As all the obstacles were 
cleared, the trial has begun 
today [Sunday]. We hope 
the trail will be completed 
soon,” he told The Daily 
Star.

“The ACC has found 
evidence against Bodi 

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

New cases reinstate 
curbs in Europe
UK to limit social gathering to no 

more than 6 persons; Austria tightens 
restrictions facing ‘second wave’

AGENCIES

Austria and Britain were among European nations grappling with 
mounting coronavirus infections yesterday, while restrictions were eased 
in the South Korean capital Seoul and work resumed on a much-hyped 
potential vaccine.

New cases in the UK reached more than 3,000 in 24 hours for the second 
day in a row Saturday, with the Sunday Times newspaper reporting that around 
one-third of those were at elderly care homes where the virus has roared back.

“I think one would have to say that we’re on the edge of losing control,” 
Mark Walport, the British government’s former chief scientific adviser, told 
BBC radio.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2

Villagers dumping sacks of dirt to save their locality from the mighty Jamuna. Erosion 

began in the different parts of Tangail as the river’s water level started to drop. This 

photo was taken at Bhuapur’s Bhalkutia on Saturday.
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Some stray dogs 

gather in front of a 

poultry shop for scraps 

of chicken at Talla 

in Narayanganj on 

Saturday. Shop owner 

Babu has been feeding 

around 60-70 dogs for 

the last one and a half 

months.
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End violence in 
Rakhine now

UNSC members, including the US, UK, France, 
urge Myanmar to comply with international 

justice mechanisms
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The United Nations Security Council 
(UNSC) members have called on Myanmar 
to put an immediate end to violence 
in Rakhine state and create conditions 
conducive for Rohingya repatriation from 
Bangladesh.

The UNSC members including the USA, 
the UK and France stressed on holding 
those accountable who are behind the 
violation of international law in Myanmar. 

They also urged Myanmar to cooperate 
with all international justice mechanism 
including the Independent Investigative 
Mechanism for Myanmar. 

The call came at a UNSC consultation 
on Myanmar attended by Belgium, the 
Dominican Republic, Estonia, France, 
Germany, Tunisia, UK and USA on 
September 11.

UN Special Envoy for Myanmar Christine 
Schraner Burgener, UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees Filippo Grandi, and Assistant 
Secretary-General and Regional Director of 
the UNDP Kanni Wignaraja briefed on the 
latest situation on Myanmar.

Since some 750,000 Rohingyas fled 
a brutal military crackdown against the 
Rohingyas in Rakhine three years ago, 
not a single Rohingya returned as the 
situation in Rakhine state has not been 
safe and conducive for repatriation, 
despite agreements Myanmar signed with 
Bangladesh and UN agencies.

The UNSC so far could not take 
any concrete steps mainly because of 
opposition from veto powers China and 
Russia. Myanmar now faces a genocide case 
filed by the Gambia with the International 
Court of Justice. 

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2

MIGRANTS RETURNING

Bangladesh 
sees a huge 
surge in last 
three weeks
JAMIL MAHMUD and 

RASHIDUL HASAN

The number of Bangladeshi 
migrants returning to the 
country has increased 
sharply in the last three 
weeks compared to the 
previous weeks of the 
pandemic.

After August 22, as 
many as 49,166 workers 
flew back home from 
different countries. Since 
April, a total of 1,27,209 
migrants, including 11,703 
women, came back from 
28 countries, mostly the 
Middle Eastern ones, 
according to the latest data 
of the expatriates’ welfare 
ministry, mentioned in a 
report.

The number of migrants 
who returned amid the 
pandemic this year is 
almost double the number 
for the entire year last year. 
Besides, many returned 

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

Rampaging 

man kills 
wife, 2 others
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Brahmanbaria

A man reportedly stabbed 
three people including his 
wife and house owner to 
death in Shibpur upazila of 
Narsingdi early yesterday.

Two other people were 
also injured in the incident 
that took place around 
4:30am in Kumardi village 
in the uapzila’s Putia 
union. 

Police detained the 
accused Badal Mia after the 
incident. 

The deceased are 
Badal’s wife Nazma Akter, 
42, house owner Tajul 
Islam, 58, and Tajul’s wife 
Monoara Begum, 48. 

The injured persons 
are Badal’s son Sohag, 15, 
and house owner Tajul’s 
daughter Kulsum, 23. 
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