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Experts link up
with UK initiative

Birmingham University, Heriot-Watt

University team with UKRI, Brac, Buet
to find solution for Bangladesh

MoHAMMAD AL-MaAsum MoLLA

Essentials’
prices hurting
the already hurt

MaHBUBUR RAHMAN KHAN

At a time when many are struggling to make
ends meet due to coronavirus-induced
economic meltdown, a recent rise in the
prices of several daily essentials, including
onion, has added insult to their injuries.

Although onion prices dropped by Tk 5
to Tk 7 at retail markets yesterday -- after a
big jump last week -- high prices of other
daily essentials, including vegetables and
rice, are putting pressure on the consumers.

Meanwhile, the government yesterday
decided to start selling onion through
Trading Corporation of Bangladesh (TCB)
“soon at a fair price”.

A task force committee of the commerce
ministry took the decision at a meeting
yesterday.

“TCB will start selling onion through
trucks and it will continue until the new
onions arrive in the local markets,” it said.

According to TCB price comparison
chart, prices of coarse rice have increased by
2.27 percent, lentil by 2.86 percent, potato
7.14 percent, garlic 17.65 percent, ginger
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With possible arrival of the vaccine for the Covid-19 in the months ahead,
comes a bigger challenge for Bangladesh.

A vast cold supply chain is required to preserve vaccine scientifically
and administer it on nearly 17 crore population effectively, according to
experts.

“If not prepared, the agog wait for the vaccine may end in a big
whimper,” said Prof [jaz Hossain, a teacher of chemical engineering and
the dean of engineering faculty at Buet, told The Daily Star.

Researchers at the University of Birmingham and Heriot-Watt University
will assess the capacity and preparedness of Bangladesh’s cold-chain
framework, Prof Ijaz said.

The one-and-a-half-year project, supported by UK Research and
Innovation (UKRI), will be completed in collaboration with Brac
University and Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology
(Buet), he said.

The outcome is expected to create a blueprint to help ensure a cost-
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FIRST YEAR OF BANGLADESH
BANGABANDHU’S NATION-BUILDING CHALLENGES

Broom-wielding workers of Dragon and Imperial sweater factories in a scuffle with
police in the capital’s Bijoy Nagar area yesterday. The workers were heading towards
the house of the owner of these factories to barricade it and demand their arrears.
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ExtrAjUDICIAL KILLINGS

KHALEDA'S ‘BIRTHDAY : * /
2 BNP MPs Literacy project falls thru

China embassy
says sorry for

World Literacy Day today

lambast govt
in House

StAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two BNP lawmakers
yesterday criticised

the government for
extrajudicial killings and
demanded a statement

Plan for simultaneous
recognition, dialogue

September 8, 1972

SHAMSUDDOZA SAJEN

sending gifts

DirLoMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The Chinese embassy

in Dhaka has regretted
sending gifts to BNP
Chairperson Khaleda
Zia on August 15, a
controversial birthday of

MOHIUDDIN ALAMGIR

The government project to provide basic
literacy to people aged 15 and above
has failed to meet its target for the third
consecutive year as more than 21 lakh
people in the age group are still illiterate.
Under the Basic Literacy Project
undertaken in 2014 and being implemented
by the Bureau of Non-Formal Education

failure.

“We had completed all preparatory
work. Then came coronavirus and it
[pandemic] is still continuing. As a result,
we could not complete the project,” BNFE
Director General Tapan Kumar Ghosh told
The Daily Star.

The bureau, meanwhile, got another
extension till June 2021 -- having earlier
got an extension till June 2020 -- to
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from the home minister MALIK ACCEPTS bdu : ensic T 20 Fazr Zohr Ast Maghrib Esha
specifying that all people DHAKA-PINDI the former prime minister. | (BNFE), the target was to provide literacy  provide basic skills of reading, writing and gz 435 1245 430 620 745
are equal under the law. REQUEST FOR “The Chinese embassy | skills to 45 lakh people aged 15 and above  calculating in their first language. But there | ic c10 115 aas 625 815
MP Harunur Rashid MEDIATION sent a letter to the Ministry | in 64 districts by June 2018. are doubts over the timely completion of
initiated the unscheduled Dr Adam Malik, foreign minister of Indonesia, of Foreign Affairs late last cor]zlr\llil;limsofﬁcsilgem}ilfvior bltz;lr:iid N ttilset the project this time too. ISLAMI?)F%':JCIE.D ATION
discussion while speaking admits at a press conference today that he has week, saying sorry for p SEE PAGE 10 COL 2
on a point of order in been working as a go-between for reconciliation sending gifts to the BNP
parliament. between Bangladesh and Pakistan. He says that he leader,” a foreign ministry | _
He said people were has accepted the role of a mediator on the requests source told The Daily Star —_—
ing pi : terd TR AT e #qfE
being picked up and of the governments of Bangladesh and Pakistan. yesterday. _
killed and later “dramas His plan for reconciliation is a simultaneous The source did not

want to make any official
comment.

August 15 is the
National Mourning Day

are staged” to justify the announcement of recognition and commencement
killings. of Mujib-Bhutto dialogue.

“And the unfortunate Dr Malik further says that he has no plans for
matter is that the an immediate visit to Pakistan but he has been in
government is giving constant touch with Pakistan. He would convey the that marks the brutal
certificates to these reaction of the Bangladesh government to Pakistan, assassination of the
extrajudicial killings,” he he adds. Father of the Nation
added. SEE PAGE 10 COL 1 Bangabandhu Sheikh
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An excavator of Bangladesh Inland Water Transport Authority demolishing illegal structures
on the bank of the Buriganga in the capital’s Shyambazar. The authorities carried out the
drive to protect the river from encroachment. The photo was taken yesterday.
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India now second
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worst hit sentences, jails 8 || wfte a whwrrm, et cn s Wusdisss s RIS
Sees one-day record of over 90,000 covid | = -~ ,ﬁ;wmm_@ e (ST ST
. . . A Saudi court yesterday overturned five '
lnfectlons as De lhl Metro TeOPeTlS death sentences over journalist Jamal CFI ¢ 5089093 CFTHE 3063 9ee

Khashoggi’'s murder in a final ruling that

jailed eight defendants to between seven

India overtook Brazil as the country with the second highest number and 20 years, state media reported.

of confirmed coronavirus cases yesterday, even as key metro train lines “Five of the convicts were given 20 years

re-opened as part of efforts to boost the South Asian nation’s battered | in prison and another three were jailed for

economy. 7-10 years,” the official Saudi Press Agency
India has emerged in recent weeks as the new global pandemic hotspot, | said, citing a spokesman for the public

although cases continue to soar across the globe with reported infections | prosecutor.

worldwide crossed 27 million and deaths surpassing 889,000. None of the defendants were named
France, Israel and Australia were among the nations forced in recent | in what was described as the final court
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