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One to die, 2 
get life term 
for murder
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A court here on Sunday a 
sentenced a man to death 
and two others to life 
imprisonment for killing a 
man in Bochaganj upazila 
in 2012. 

The death sentence 
awardee is Akkas Ali, of 
Murshidhaat village in 
the upazila, while the 
lifers are Reazul Islam and 
Mohammad Sohel.   

According to the 
prosecution, the accused 
called Moshiur Rahman 
of the village out of his 
house on July 14, 2012, and 
stabbed him to dead over 
previous enmity. 

Clash over capture of 
water body, 15 injured
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

At least 15 people, including six bullet-hit, were injured 
in a clash between two groups of ruling party men over 
capture of a waterbody at Bhatikoya village in Sujanagar 
upazila on Sunday evening. 

Meanwhile, soon after the incident police detained five 
people from the village for their alleged involvement in 
the incident.

Officer in Charge of Aminpur Police Station Mozammel 
Haque quoted villagers as saying that there had been a 
long-standing rivalry between two groups-one led by local 
Awami League (AL) leader Khairul Islam Master and the 
other by Raninagar Union unit Jubo League President 
Shahinur Rahman Shahin over taking possession of a 
disputed waterbody in the village.

The clash ensued between the two rival groups when 
Shahin’s men went to catch fish in the waterbody on 
Sunday afternoon and Khairul’s followers opposed them.

As a sequel to the conflict, the two groups, equipped 
with lethal weapons, locked in a clash and traded gunshots 
between them in the evening that left at least 15 people, 
including six bullet-hit, from both sides injured, the OC said.

On information, a police team went to the spot and 
arrested five people from there, he said, adding that a tense 
situation is prevailing in the area.

Lightning kills 3 
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogura

Three people, including a man and his minor son, were 
killed in separate incidents of lightning strikes in Sonatala 
upazila yesterday.

The deceased are Siddik Hossain, 32, of Madhupur village, 
and his 10-year-old son Siyam Hossain, and Sumon Chanda 
Roy, 16, son of Suvash Chandra Roy of Katlahar village. 

Police said a thunderbolt hit Sumon and Santosh 
while they were fishing in adjacent Burardah Beel around 
8:30am, leaving Suman dead instantly on the spot. 

Meanwhile, Siddik and his son Siyam were killed when 
a streak of thunderbolt struck them while they too were 
fishing in a waterbody near their house amid rain around 
12:00noon, Inspector (investigation) of Sonatala Police 
Station Zahid Hossain said.

Boom in jute cultivation in 
Jashore

Growers are earning good profit by selling jute 
at Tk 1,900 a maund

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

Jute acreage is increasing in the 
district every year as growers, 
inspired by higher prices, are 
bringing more lands under 
cultivation of the cash crop.

However, jute production 
decreased a bit at the beginning of 
March as there was no rain during 
the time. But production of the 
cash crop has increased again due 
to heavy rains in August. Eighty 
percent bales have already been 
harvested. At present, the growers 
are earning good profit by selling 
jute at Tk 1900 a maund in the 
markets.

According to the Jashore 
regional office of the Department 
of Agriculture Extension (DAE), 
in the 2018-19 financial year, forty 
two thousand and ten tonnes of 
jute were produced on 18,265 
hectares of land in the district 
while 50,753 tonnes of the crop 
were got from 20,140 hectares of 
land in the fiscal year 2019-20. This 
year, 23, 575 hectares of land have 
been under jute cultivation. 

Saheb Ali of Shalkona village 
in Sharsha upazila said he has 
planted jute on three bighas of 
land this year but the plants did 
not grow much as there was no rain 
at the beginning of the cultivation. 
However, there was no problem to 
rot the jute due to heavy rains in 
August. 

He added that they are getting 
fair prices by selling jute in the 
local market. At present, jute is 
being sold at Tk 1900 per maund. 

Bablur Rahman, another farmer 
from Bakra in Jhikorgachha 
upazila, said he has planted jute 
on five bighas of land. The yield 
has been good. He has already 
harvested the jute. It has been 
rotten too. 

He said farmers are now selling 
jute at Tk 1700 to Tk 1900 a maund 
in the local market, said Babur.

Some of the largest jute markets 
in the southern part of the country 
like Seemakhali Bazar and Khajura 
Bazar are located on the border 
of Jashore and Magura. A large 
quantity of jute produced in 
Jashore and Magura is traded from 
these markets.

Abdur Rahim, a jute wholesaler, 
said “In previous years, the state-
run jute mills used to buy 13 lakh 
bales of jute from farmers. This 
time there is no such scope. But 
there is a huge demand for the 
cash crop in the private jute mills. 
We are buying good quality of jute 
for TK 1900 to Tk 2000 a maund.” 

According to the officials 
of Department of Agricultural 

Extension (DAE), they had set a 
target to produce 82 lakh bales of 
jute in the current season across 
the country. Last year, 68 lakh bales 
of jute were produced. Of them, 13 
lakh bales were purchased by the 
state-run jute mills.

The private mills collect jute 
from the local market through 
small traders all the year round. 
Afil Group has 4 units of Afil 
Weaving Jute Mill in Jashore. 

Mahbub Alam Lablu, director 
of the group, said “We collect jute 
from Jashore district every year. 
The quality of jute produced here 
is good. This time we are buying 
huge quantity of jute.”

Deputy Director (Acting) 
of Jashore DAE Birendra Nath 
Majumder said the district sees a 
good yield of jute this year. 

A jute field in Jashore’s Jhikorgachha upazila. PHOTO: STAR

Covid-19 cases in the north 
jump after Eid
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

The number of Covid-19 patients in 
eight districts of Rangpur division is 
on the rise, especially after the Eid-ul-
Adha.

The upward trend is detected in 
the data provided by the Directorate 
General of Health Services (DGHS) 
office in Rangpur.  

In five of the districts -- Dinajpur, 
Kurigram, Lalmonirhat, Thakurgaon, 
and Panchagarh -- the infection 
doubled in one month’s time since 
the Eid was celebrated on August 1.

From March 10 till July 31, 
recorded infection case was 6,184. On 
September 2, the figure rose to 10,629, 
based on test results from 58,745 
samples collected.

As of September 2, the DGHS 
recorded 181 Covid-19 deaths in the 
five districts. The death count there 
was 108 on July 31 and 49 on June 30.

In the meantime, the rate of 
recovery also doubled in comparison 
with that in the month before.

On July 31, as many as 4,207 people 
recovered from Covid-19, while on 
September 2, 8,408 people recovered 

from the disease.
By far, Rangpur has seen the highest 

infection among all the districts, with 
1,695 cases recorded as of July 31. A 
month later, the situation seems a bit 
under control, with the figure reaching 
to 2,486.          

Till July 31, the number of patients 
tested positive with Covid-19 was 
1,637 in Dinajpur, 483 in Kurigram, 
376 in Lalmonirhat, 369 in 
Thakurgaon and 318 in Panchagarh. 

As of September 2, the figures 
were 3,135 in Dinajpur, 811 in 
Kurigram, 726 in Lalmonirhat, 978 in 
Thakurgaon and 530 in Panchagarh. 

According to the DGHS data, 
Dinajpur witnessed 27 deaths -- the 
highest in the division over the last 
one month. This raised the total death 
toll in the district to 63, from 36 on 
July 31.  

In Rangpur, 8 patients died of 
Covid-19 in Rangpur in the last one 
month. The tally reached to 39, which 
was 31 on July 31.

Meanwhile, the number of tests 
conducted has also been rising in 
the division every month. The swab 

samples are being tested at two RT-
PCR laboratories set up at M Abdur 
Rahim Medical College in Dinajpur 
and Rangpur Medical College. 

As many as 13,704 tests were 
conducted in May, 26,904 in June, 
40,191 in July, and 58,745 in August, 
according to data provided by DGHS 
in Rangpur. 

Most people this correspondent 
spoke with said that the rising trend 
in the infection rate in the northern 
districts, including Dinajpur, could be 
averted if the health guidelines issued 
by the government were followed and 
enforced properly.

Rezaur Rahman Rezu, member 
secretary of Covid-19 Infection 
Awareness Committee in Dinajpur, 
said disregard for using masks and 
maintaining social distancing in 
public transport and public places, 
such as markets, are causing the 
infection rates to rise.   

Contacted, Dinajpur Deputy 
Commissioner Mahmudul Alam said 
the administration was making the best 
effort in enforcing the health guidelines 
to curb the spread of the pandemic.

With no regard for health of others or their own, most people, like the ones in the photo, are going about their daily 

activities in public places. The apparent result is the rising trend in infection cases of Covid-19 in the country’s 

northern districts. The photo was taken recently in Parbatipur upazila of Dinajpur. PHOTO: KONGKON KARMAKER

Nearly 1,000 teachers and employees of different kindergarten schools in Tangail form a human chain in front of 

Tangail Press Club on Sunday, demanding immediate reopening of their institutions. PHOTO: STAR 


