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NAVALNY POISONING

Nato demands 
Russia reveal 
Novichok 
programme
AFP, Brussels

Nato yesterday called for 
an international probe 
into the poisoning of 
Russian opposition 
leader Alexei Navalny 
and demanded Moscow 
reveal its Novichok nerve 
agent programme to the 
global chemical weapons 
watchdog.

After an emergency 
meeting of Nato’s ruling 
council, alliance chief 
Jens Stoltenberg said all 
countries were united in 
condemning the “horrific” 
attack on Navalny.

Germany, where Navalny 
is being treated, briefed the 
other 29 nations on the 
case and Stoltenberg said 
there was “proof beyond 
doubt” Novichok was used.

“The Russian government 
must fully cooperate with 
the Organisation for the 
Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons on an impartial 
international investigation,” 
Stoltenberg said.

“We also call on Russia 
to provide complete 
disclosure of the Novichok 
programme to the OPCW.”

The infamous Soviet-era 
nerve agent was also used 
against Russian ex-double 
agent Sergei Skripal and his 
daughter in England two 
years ago, an attack that led 
to seven Kremlin diplomats 
being expelled from their 
Nato mission.

While Stoltenberg did 
not rule out a similar 
reprisal this time, he 
stressed that the Navalny 
poisoning, which took 
place in Russia, was quite 
different from the Skripal 
attack, which happened on 
the soil of a Nato member.

The Kremlin has insisted 
the Russian state cannot 
be blamed and yesterday 
a Russian toxicologist said 
Navalny’s health could 
have deteriorated due to 
dieting or stress.

‘Nothing can justify the 
horrendous conditions’

UN chief calls for closure of Libya migrant centers
AFP, United Nations

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has 
called for the closure of migrant detention 
centers in Libya, denouncing what he called 
rights violations committed there.

In a report submitted Thursday 
to the UN Security Council, 
Guterres said: “Nothing can justify 
the horrendous conditions under 
which refugees and migrants are 
detained in Libya.”

“I renew my appeal to the 
Libyan authorities... to fulfill their 
obligations under international 
law and to close all detention 
centers, in close coordination 
with United Nations entities,” he said.

According to the secretary-general’s 
report, more than 2,780 people were being 
detained as of July 31 in centers across 
Libya. Twenty-two percent of the detainees 
were children.

“Children should never be detained, 
particularly when they are unaccompanied 
or separated from their parents,” Guterres 
said, calling on Libyan authorities to ensure 

the children are protected until “long-term 
solutions” are found.

The UN chief cited reports of torture, 
enforced disappearances, and sexual and 
gender-based violence in the centers, 

committed by those running the 
facilities.

He also mentioned a reported 
lack of food and health care.

“Men and boys are routinely 
threatened with violence when 
they are calling their families, to 
pressure them to send ransom 
money,” he wrote.

“Migrants and refugees have 
been shot at when they attempted 

to escape, resulting in injuries and deaths,” 
the report said, alleging that some are even 
“left on the streets or bushes to die” when 
they are deemed too weak to survive.

Since the downfall of Muammar 
Gaddafi, overthrown and killed in a 2011 
Nato-backed uprising, Libya also has 
become a key route for irregular migration 
from Africa into Europe, across the 
Mediterranean Sea.

Xi outlines area where China 
won’t accept meddling

THE STRAITS TIMES/ANN

Chinese President Xi Jinping said nothing 
will come between the Chinese people and 
the Communist Party that has governed 
them for more than 70 years, setting a 
combative tone at a difficult moment in 
United States-China relations.

Speaking at an event marking 
the anniversary of China’s 
victory over Japan in World War 
II, President Xi outlined areas 
where China will never accept 
foreign interference. He took 
aim in particular at threats to 
the Chinese Communist Party’s 
(CCP) continued one-party rule.

“The Chinese people will 
never allow any individual or 
any force to separate the CCP and Chinese 
people, and to pitch them against each 
other,” Xi said.

“The Chinese people will never allow 
any individual or any force to distort 
the CCP’s history, and to vilify the CCP’s 
character and purpose.”

He did not specifically mention the US 
in his remarks, which focused on rallying 
his nation. But his comments are likely 
to be interpreted as a message about the 
relationship, setting the tone for state media 
and more junior officials in interactions 

with the US on everything from trade to 
technology and the South China Sea.

The tone of the speech, acerbic by the 
standards of Chinese politics, highlights 
how seriously China’s leaders take the 
threat of external challenges to their rule.

In recent months, Chinese diplomats 
have rebuked US Secretary of 
State Michael Pompeo, who 
routinely refers to the CCP, and 
not China, as a nation in his 
scathing attacks.

The diplomats also have 
threatened “consequences” to 
countries ranging from Norway 
and the Czech Republic to Britain 
for perceived provocations.

Chinese leaders have stressed 
the Communist Party’s ability 

to stand up to foreign aggression since 
they won control after World War II. As Xi 
has sought to strengthen his grip at home 
and confront a more hostile US, he has 
frequently turned to similar nationalist 
themes.

On China-Japan ties, Xi said the two 
countries are close neighbours, and 
maintaining long-lasting peaceful and 
friendly relations is in accordance with the 
fundamental interests of the two peoples, 
and is essential to maintaining peace and 
stability in Asia and the world.

Russia promoting distrust 
in US vote-by-mail plans
Says report; Trump denies mocking WWII soldiers
AGENCIES

Russia is actively trying to undermine voters’ 
faith in the US electoral system and especially 
in voting by mail ahead of the November 
3 election, according to a Department of 
Homeland Security analysis Thursday.

The internal DHS analysis, first reported 
by ABC News and then other US media, 
says that at least since March 2020, 
“Russian malign influence actors have been 
amplifying allegations of election integrity 
issues in new voting processes and vote-by-
mail programs.”

It says that through media and social 
networks, the Russians have encouraged 
Americans to fear voting fraud, large 
counting errors and ballot mishandling by 
the postal service.

President Donald Trump and many 
Republicans claim that vote-by-mail is 
likely to lead to widespread fraud and 
questionable vote counts.

Russian media and proxy websites are 
also promoting the idea that voting by mail 
-- being pushed mainly to limit the risk of 
Covid-19 spreading via in-person voting 
-- is being pressed by officials and policy 
makers to benefit specific candidates.

The online meddling activity took place 
during the party caucuses and primaries 
at the beginning of the year, but ramped 
up as the coronavirus began to spread 
and officials began promoting widespread 
voting by mail.

“We assess that Russia is likely to 
continue amplifying criticisms of vote-by-
mail and shifting voting processes amidst 
the Covid-19 pandemic to undermine 
public trust in the electoral process,” the 
unclassified report said.

Meanwhile, Trump has denied 
accusations that he made disparaging 
remarks about US soldiers who were 
captured or killed in battle.

According to The Atlantic magazine, 
Trump cancelled a visit to a US cemetery 
outside Paris in 2018 because he said it was 
“filled with losers”. The allegations have since 
been corroborated by two senior military 
officials in a story by AP news agency.

But in a tweet, the president denounced 
the claims as “made up fake news”.

However four sources told The Atlantic 
he rejected the idea of visiting because the 
rain would dishevel his hair, and he did not 
believe it important to honour America’s 
war dead.

A Sri Lankan Navy boat sprays water on a supertanker after a fire broke out off east coast of Sri Lanka, yesterday. 

A senior Sri Lankan navy official yesterday said there is no real danger of an oil spill from the stricken supertanker 

MT New Diamond, which caught fire in the seas off the island nation on Thursday. The tanker, chartered by Indian 

Oil Corp (IOC), is carrying 270,000 tonnes of crude and 1,700 tonnes of diesel. There were 23 crew on board, one of 

whom is presumed dead. The rest have been taken off the ship by the Sri Lankan navy. PHOTO: REUTERS 

Cops kill ‘killer’ of 
Portland protester
AFP, Washington

A far-left activist suspected of 
killing a right-wing protester 
in Portland was shot dead 
by police in Washington 
state as they tried to arrest 
him, local law officials 
said. The man, identified 
in US media reports as 
Michael Forest Reinoehl, 
was killed as he ran from 
four officers on Thursday 
evening, police said. The 
Oregon city of Portland 
has seen more than three 
months of rolling protests 
against police brutality and 
racism that were sparked by 
the killing of George Floyd 
in Minneapolis in May. 
Police suspect Reinoehl of 
killing a right-wing activist 
named Aaron Danielson in 
Portland last weekend.

Bahrain allows UAE-
Israel overflights
AFP, Dubai

Bahrain said late Thursday 
it had agreed to allow UAE 
flights to and from Israel 
to overfly the kingdom, a 
day after a similar decision 
was announced by Saudi 
Arabia. The announcements 
come after a US-Israeli 
delegation visited Abu 
Dhabi on Monday, on the 
first direct commercial 
flight from Tel Aviv to mark 
the normalisation of ties 
between the Jewish state and 
the United Arab Emirates.

Survivors in Beirut 
Blast after a month!
AFP, BEIRUT

Rescuers resumed a search 
yesterday for possible 
survivors under rubble in 
Beirut, buoyed by faint 
hopes of a miracle a month 
after a monster blast ripped 
through the city’s port. 
The cataclysmic August 
4 explosion killed 191 
people, making it Lebanon’s 
deadliest peacetime disaster. 
One month on, seven 
people are still missing. 
Hopes emerged Thursday 
that one of them could be 
found alive after a specialist 
sensor device detected a 
heart beat under the debris 
of a collapsed building. 


