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Overall, it witnessed 49.15 percent progress till August, 
according to project documents. The first phase of the 
project -- from Uttara to Agargaon -- saw 75 percent 
progress while the second phase -- from Agargaon to 
Motijheel -- saw 42.50 percent progress till last month.

DMTCL earlier set December 2021 for starting operation 
of the metro rail, but the Covid-19 pandemic has slowed 
down the works, casting doubt whether the authorities 
would be able to meet the deadline. 

Once completed, metro rail would carry 60,000 
passengers per hour.

At the latest meeting of Fast Track Project Monitoring 
Taskforce in June, the prime minister’s principal secretary 
Ahmad Kaikaus, also the head of the taskforce, asked metro 
rail authorities to take initiatives to bring back foreign 
engineers and consultants to expedite project work.

“We have taken multiple steps to bring back foreign 
engineers and consultants to speed up our works,” MAN 
Siddique, managing director of DMTCL, told The Daily 
Star recently. He said 120 Thai nationals will be brought 
by air charter of a contractor firm -- Italian-Thailand 
Development Public Company Ltd -- within next week. 

They have already received approval from the 
authorities concerned for this special arrangement, he 
said.

He said some 240 Indian nationals involved with the 
project will reach Bangladesh within this month. They 
were asked to reach Kolkata first and then would be 
brought back through Benapole border, he said.

In July, DMTCL wrote to the foreign ministry to give 
special waiver for Japanese nationals involved in metro 
project so that they can return to Bangladesh.

Asked about development of this initiative, MAN 
Siddique said they are hopeful that relatively younger 
Japanese nationals will return to Bangladesh soon, as the 
older ones may not be allowed to come back.

Rohingya youth held 
trying to get passport
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Carrying a Bangladeshi National Identity Card (NID), a 
Rohingya youth was detained from Chattogram Panchlaish 
Passport Office, while he was trying to get a passport 
yesterday noon.

He was caught during document verification and later 
handed over to Panchlaish Police Station.

The detainee is Obaidul Haque (25), a resident of 
Chattogram’s Lohagara upazila.

Masaum Hasan, deputy director of the passport office, 
told The Daily Star, “Obaidul applied for a passport 
by showing his NID card and documents of local 
administration, but his fingerprint was found in the 
Rohingya database during biometric verification.” 

“Later, we also checked his NID number and found his 
information in the election commission (EC) server,” he 
continued.

“His information in the NID server and Rohingya 
database is the same,” Masum said, adding that later, he 
was handed over to police.

Last year, Chattogram police and passport officials 
said some Rohingya refugees were making Bangladeshi 
passports using fraudulent NID cards, with the help of 
some locals and Rohingya brokers.

The Rohingyas were using fake names and addresses 
while applying for identification documents, and a 
section of unscrupulous EC staffers provided NID cards in 
exchange for money.   

DU clears 
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On social media, a number of students condemned the 
council’s branding of such programmes as “inhumane, 
brutal, and unethical celebrations”, instead of focusing on 
more pressing issues.

“Whereas ragging and guest room cultures are supposed 
to be banned, what inhumane and unethical deed occurs 
at Rag Days?” wrote Prof Gitiara Nasreen of the university’s 
mass communication and journalism department.

“Perhaps they thought Rag Day means ‘ragging’,” 
sneered one Rayan Kamal.

 “I was shocked to hear the decision. Banning it 
permanently means snatching a festival from the students. 
It is a whimsical decision. The authorities could have 
imposed some restrictions to check exaggerations, but 
banning it permanently would not be wise,” Sakhawat Al 
Amin, an alumnus of the university told The Daily Star.

Some current and former students were also seen 
posting Rag Day photos in response, with relevant captions 
condemning the decision.

Contacted, DU VC Prof Md Akhtaruzzaman said, “False 
information was represented inadvertently in Wednesday’s 
press release. The Public Relations officer has sought an 
apology for that. The decision taken regarding Rag Day has 
been sent to the mass media again.”

In a similar controversy earlier in October 2017, 
university authorities directed every TSC-based 
sociocultural organisation to finish all activities by 8pm, 
but they eventually had to withdraw the decision in the 
face of similar criticism from the public.

In January 2018, the authorities evicted all makeshift tea 
stalls in the TSC area but reinstated them the next day amid 
students’ protest.

Biman plans to 
resume Dhaka-
Doha flights
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Biman Bangladesh Airlines has planned to 
resume flight operation on Dhaka-Doha-
Dhaka route from September 7, paving the 
way for a huge number of Bangladeshis to 
return to their workplaces in Qatar.

The national flag carrier suspended its 
flight on this popular destination in Qatar 
since middle of March following outbreak 
of global Covid-19 pandemic.

A Biman official said the national flag 
carrier is yet to finalise how many flights 
will be operated on this route.

Besides, he said passengers will have to 
go through various terms and conditions to 
visit Doha.

“We are working to prepare a detailed 
plan to resume the Dhaka-Doha flight,” 
said the Biman official.

Wishing anonymity, the Biman official 
also said passengers will be able to get all 
related information by tomorrow through 
Biman’s website.

Several thousand Bangladeshi expatriate 
workers -- who came to visit the country 
from Qatar after taking leave -- have 
remained stranded since March.

POSSESSION OF TWO NIDS

Sabrina placed on 
two-day remand
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday placed JKG Health Care Chairman 
Dr Sabrina Arif Chowdhury on a two-day remand in a case 
filed against her on charges of possessing two National ID 
cards with fake information.

Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate Md Tofazzal Hossain 
passed the order after Md Mominul Islam, a sub-inspector 
of Badda Police Station and also the case’s investigation 
officer, produced her before his court with a five-day 
remand prayer. On August 30, Abdul Momin Mia, Gulshan 
Thana Election Officer, filed the case against Sabrina with 
Badda Police Station.

According to the case statement and EC’s NID division, 
Sabrina who is involved in Covid-19 test report forgery, 
became a voter for the first time in 2009.

At that time, she used her current and permanent address 
in Mohammadpur. She mentioned December 2, 1978 as 
her date of birth. She enlisted her husband’s name to be 
“Haque” and educational qualification as post-graduation.

But in her second NID issued in 2016, she mentioned 
her permanent and current address in Badda and her 
husband’s name as “Ariful Chowdhury”. In that ID, she used 
December 2, 1983 as her date of birth. She also changed 
her mother’s name, as well as educational qualifications, 
declaring herself to be a graduate.

According to Voter Talika Ain 2009, acquiring dual NID 
is a punishable offence. 

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

Regent’s Shahed
remanded for 8 days
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday placed Regent Group Chairman 
Mohammad Shahed and its Managing Director Masud 
Parvez on an eight- day remand each in connection with a 
money laundering case.

Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate Md Ziaur Rahman passed 
the order after Mohammad Moniruzzaman, an inspector of 
Criminal Investigation Department (CID) of police and also 
the case’s investigation officer, produced the duo before the 
court with a 10-day remand prayer each. Before that, Shahed 
was shown arrested in six other fraud cases filed with Uttara 
Paschim Police Station in July and August. 

On August 25, CID Inspector Mohamnad Ibrahim 
filed the money laundering case with Uttara Purba Police 
Station. 

According to the prosecution, it was alleged that Shahed  
embezzled about Tk 12 crore from 2017 to 2020. He 
embezzled Tk 7.9 crore from 10-12 different people and 
organisations from 2017 to 2020.

Shahed also embezzled about Tk 3 crore through 
Covid-19 test forgery in past few months. He was transacting 
the money with 43 bank accounts which he opened after 
names of Regent Hospital, Regent KCS Limited and 12 
other companies which barely existed.

Shahed was arrested on July 15 from Satkhira when he 
was trying to leave the country while Masud was arrested 
from Gazipur on July 14.

VANDALISM, ARSON CASES

SC upholds stay of 
Fakhrul’s trial
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yesterday upheld the High Court 
orders that stayed trial proceedings against BNP Secretary 
General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir in two cases filed in 
2012 and  2013 over vandalism and arson.

The Appellate Division of the SC, however, asked the 
HC to hold hearing and dispose of the rules issued in 
connection with the cases.

A six-member bench of the Appellate Division headed 
by Chief Justice Syed Mahmud Hossain came up with the 
orders after virtually hearing two separate leave to appeal 
petitions filed by the state challenging the HC orders.

Following two petitions filed by Fakhrul, the HC on 
November 7, 2017 stayed the trial proceedings against him 
in two cases lodged with Sher-E-Bangla Nagar and Ramna 
Police Stations in 2012 and 2013 respectively.

The HC also issued two rules asking the state to explain 
why the case proceedings should not be scrapped.

Yesterday, Sagir Hossain Leon, a lawyer for Fakhrul, 
told The Daily Star that his client is accused in total 86 
vandalism, arson and defamation cases, which were filed 
from political purpose. 

Fakhrul is now on bail in all the cases filed against him.
Additional Attorney General Momtaz Uddin Fakir 

represented the state while lawyer Zainul Abedin appeared 
for Fakhrul.

Malaysia to 
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and resident pass holders.
Also barred were spouses of Malaysian citizens and their 

children as well as students from the three countries who 
wanted to return to Malaysia.

Meanwhile, Ismail Sabri said the government has no 
problem to allow Malaysians from high-risk countries 
to return home but they will be subjected to the 14-day 
mandatory quarantine as stipulated in the standard 
operating procedures (SOP).

On the Embracing New Norms Campaign, he said 
it would be carried out until December 31 to ensure the 
people continue to adhere to the SOP in order to combat 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Fourth death 
anniversary 
of M Abdur 
Rahim
CITY DESK

Today is the 
fourth death 
anniversary 
of M Abdur 
Rahim, 
chairperson 
of the 
western zone of the then 
Mujibnagar government 
and a close associate 
of Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman.

A Liberation War 
organiser, Rahim was 
a veteran lawyer and 
recipient of the Swadhinata 
Padak, said a press release. 

On this occasion, 
family members and 
various organisations 
have arranged different 
programmes including a 
doa mahfil, Qurankhwani 
and more.

Journo stabbed 
dead in Dhamrai, 
two arrested 
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

A journalist was stabbed to death in 
Dhamrai yesterday. 

The deceased, Julhash Uddin, (35) 
was Dhamrai correspondent of private 
television channel Bijoy TV.   

After the incident, police in separate 
drives arrested two people -- Shahin (35) 
and Moajjem (32). Shahin is former 
husband of Julhash’s second wife. 

Quoting witnesses, Dipak Chandra 
Saha, officer-in-charge of Dhamrai Police 
Station, said Julhash was talking to some 
acquaintances at Barbaria village near Kali 
Mandir area in the afternoon. 

Around 3:30pm, Shahin and his 
accomplice Moazzem came to the area and 
stabbed Julhash in the neck and abdomen. 

Julhash was taken to Manikganj Sadar 
Hospital where doctors declared him dead, 
said the OC.

Law enforcers suspect the incident 
took place over previous enmity. “We are 
looking into the matter,” said the OC.

They have also recovered the knife used 
in the killing, he said, adding that filing of 
a case was underway.

PPE PROCUREMENT GRAFT

ACC summons owner 
of Jahid Automobiles
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Anti-Corruption Commission has summoned 
Shamimuzzaman Kanchan, owner of Jadid Automobiles, 
that supplied masks, PPE and other medical equipment to 
the Directorate General of Health Services.

Under a project, DGHS made a Tk 32 crore contract 
with Jadid Automobiles, an automobile parts supplier. The 
supplier has already been paid Tk 9 crore.

According to a letter signed by ACC’s Director Meer Md 
Zainul Abedin Shebly, there is allegation against DGHS 
and hospital officials of making huge amount of money 
through procuring sub-standard PPE, masks and other 
medical equipment for doctors.

“For the sake of proper inquiry, it is necessary to record 
your statement,” reads the letter, asking Kanchan to appear 
before it with necessary documents on September 9.

Besides, ACC issued two separate letters to DGHS and 
Directorate General of Drug Administration (DGDA). 

ACC asked DGHS to provide attested copies of 
contract paper with Jadid Automobiles and supply order 
and delivery receipt of equipment. It also asked DGHS 
to provide the list of equipment supplied by Jadid 
Automobiles till August 31, 2020. The ACC director also 
asked DGDA to provide the attested copies of application 
submitted by Jadid Automobiles for approval.

Sources said DGDA pointed out some discrepancies in 
the contract to DGHS. Both DGHS and DGDA are asked to 
submit the paper by September 8.


