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Villagers of Singur in Baramchal union of Moulvibazar’s Kulaura upazila show the pile of around 1,200 betel plants

that were cut down on the night of August 4.

Flee or starve to death

Indigenous communities in Kulaura upazila face continuing repression over
the land they possess for generations

Our CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Their only source of income, betel
leaf gardens, came under attack
four times in seven months.

After the last attack almost a
month ago, when 1,200 of their
betel plants were destroyed, they
filed a case with the local police
station, mentioning names of the
perpetrators. But the accused still
roam free.

Several indigenous communities
in Moulvibazar's Kulaura upazila
are facing such recurring attacks
on their livelihood when they
are struggling for survival amid
dwindling income due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Before and after the attacks in the
village or punjee named Singur in
Baramchal union, the communities
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Road collapses within
a year 1n Kurigram

Local people have blamed use of substandard
materials in the construction work

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

The road stretching from Narikelbari-
Satibari to Khamar Government Primary
School in Ulipur municipality of Kurigram
district has collapsed at several places.
Besides, the guide wall of the road has
collapsed, causing immense sufferings to
commuters.

All these things happened within a year
of the construction of the road.

Local people have blamed wuse of
substandard materials in the construction
work of the road.

Due to collapse of the road at various
places, the width of the road has shrunk to
six to four feet from its original width of
10 feet.

According to the municipality sources,
in November 2018, the construction work
of the road was started at a cost of Tk 96
lakh under the JICA project and it was
completed in June 2019. Guide walls were
constructed at two places to protect the
road from being damaged by Buri Teesta
river water.

If the municipality authorities ask him
to renovate the road, he will do it, said
Shahinur.

Kamruzzaman Miah, a resident of
Narikelbari area, said local people protested
when substandard materials were being
used in the road construction work. But
the municipality authorities did not listen
to the protesters then as the contractor is a
local Awami League leader.

The road is still collapsing at different
places, he said, adding that vehicles and
pedestrians cannot move smoothly on the
road now due to its bad condition.

were asked to vacate the around
300 acres of land on which they
have been living and cultivating
betel leaf for generations, said
community members.

It takes around two to three
years to nurture a betel plant
before leaves can be plucked from
it. Now, after so many mature
plants lost in such a short time, the
communities face severe financial
crisis, they said, adding that with
their livelihood diminishing and
impendingrisk of further attacks on
their lives and property, about 350
members of different indigenous
communities, including Mandi
and Khasi, in the village are on the
verge of starvation.

On February 19, in the first of
the attacks, 700 of their betel plants
were chopped down. On the night

of July 19, nearly 450 plants were
destroyed. At night on June 20, 100
more plants were cut down. And
finally, on August 4, the attackers
damaged 1,200 plants at night.

Binet Manar, headman of the
village, said on August 4, the day of
the last attack, the villagers caught
red-handed Fakhrul Alj, a resident
of Pashchim Singur Gregging
village, while he was chopping
down betel plants belonging to
villagers of Singur.

Before being caught, Fakhrul
and his accomplices -- Khairul Mia
and Rafig Mia, also from Pashchim
Singur Gregging village -- locked in
an altercation with villagers who
resisted them from damaging the
betel plants.

Following  an arbitration
meeting, Fakhrul was later released

in exchange for a bond, stating
that he would never conduct such
activities in future, Binet said.

The same night, however, 1,200
betel plants were damaged, he also
said.

The next day, a case was filed
in this connection with Kulaura
Police Station, naming Fakhrul
Ali, Khairul Shah and three or four
other unnamed individuals, said
Ferdous Hasan, officer-in-charge
of the police station.

They found the allegation to be
true during primary investigation
and they were trying to arrest the
accused, he added.

This correspondent failed to
reach Fakhrul Ali and Khairul
Shah for their comments over the
allegation as their cell phones were
found switched off.

Mahbubul Alam,

assistant engineer

of the municipality, said contractor Shah
Alam, owner of Messrs’ Sunflower Firm, got
the work order but sub-contractor Shahinur
Alamgir, owner of Anwesha Traders, did the
road construction work.

Mahbubul told The Daily Star that the
road was damaged in a short time due to
heavy rains and waters from the river. The
contractor is yet to submit the final bill.
The contractor has already been given a
show-cause notice and he has been asked
to renovate the road.

Asked about the poor quality work of
the road, the engineer said substandard
materials were not used in the construction
work.

The road is at high risk of collapse as it is
on the bank of the Buri Teesta river, he said.

Contacted, Shahinur Alamgir, sub-
contractor, said the road and guide wall
were damaged by the Buri Teesta river water.

The road has collapsed in Ulipur
municipality of Kurigram within a year of
its construction. PHOTO: COLLECTED

The condition of the road usually
turns very bad during monsoon, said
Kamruzzaman, adding that due to this, the
commuters have to suffer a lot.

Abdul Khaleq, a resident of Satibari
area in the municipality, said due to use
of low quality construction materials, the
road collapsed at different places. The road
got badly damaged within a year of its
construction.

The road may fully collapse any time
due to heavy rains if it is not renovated
immediately, he said.
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GD-1373

The Buri Teesta river,
running along the upazila
town of Ulipur in Kurigram,
and its aquatic life have
been given a new lease of
life. Following a report run
by this paper on August 11,
headlined “Tk 12cr going
down the drain”, the Ulipur
municipality has finally
stopped dumping garbage
and removed the waste
from near Gunaigachh
bridge. A recent Tk
12-crore excavation work
in 31.5 kilometres of the
river was turning out to be
useless as the municipality
workers started using the
river as a landfill.
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2 die from
electrocution

Our CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Two people died from
electrocution in Dinajpur
and Joypurhat on Tuesday.
The deceased are
Nalvi Begum, 60, of
Madhya Gouripara area
in Dinajpur's Phulbari
upazila, and  Shahidul
Islam, 35, of Biala village in
Kalai upazila of Joypurhat.
Quoting the deceased’s
family members, Inspector
(investigation) of Phulbari
Police Station Mahmudul
Hasan said Nalvi, who was
staying alone at home, died
instantly on the spot when
her entire tin-shed house
came in contact with a faulty
overhead electric connection.
Away in  Joypurhat,
Shahidul, a fish farmer, died
from electrocution when
he came in contact with
live electricity while setting
up a bulb at his fishpond
in Kalai upazila yesterday
morning, said police said.

Eastern Refinery Limited
(A Subsidiary of Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation)
North Patenga, Chittagong-4204
Bangladesh

Corrigendum Notice

Following corrections have been made regarding tender dates in the Tender Documents of the
Invitation for Tender Ref. No. ER/IPUR/IT-20~22/2020 dt. 12.08.2020.

/AT

Serial | Tender Reference Number & Subject Corrections

No.
a) ER/PUR/IT-20/2020

3 Phase Explosion Proof Induction

Motor (225 KW) Tender closing date & time: 13 September 2020,
b) ER/PUR/IT-21/2020 11:15 Hrs
Electric Motor (4kw-55kw) Tender opening date & time: 14 September 2020,

c) ER/PURI/IT-22/2020 11:30 Hrs

Announciator System for Reforming

& Utility Unit

GD-1368

All other terms and conditions of the tenders shall remain unchanged.

Bangladesh Shipping Corporation
Chartering & Tramping Department
BSC Bhaban
Saltgola Road, Chittagong-4100
Bangladesh

Mermo No. 18.16.0000.373.97.002.19703
International Limited Freight Tender for Transportation of 100,000

&

/0

Date: 01.09.2020

Mt (+/- 10% supplier’s option) Arabian Light Crude Oil from

Rastanura, Saudi Arabia To Chittagong, Bangladesh A/C BPC

Sealed tenders are invited from brokers enlisted with the Inter-ministerial Ct ]
10% supplier's option) Arabian Light Crude Oil from Rastanura, Saudi Arabia to Chiltagong, Bangladesh basis lay-can 07-09 October 2020

for transportation of 100,000 mt (+/-

Two siblings

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Lalmonirhat
Two minor siblings,

both speech and hearing
impaired, drowned in a
pond in Kurigram Sadar
upazila on Tuesday.

The deceased, Mamun
Hossain, 7, and Maruf
Hossain, 10, sons of Belal
Hossain of Nidhiram village
under Moghalbasa union,
went missing while playing
beside a pond near their
house on Monday evening.

Local people spotted
their bodies floating in the
pond water on Tuesday.

on account of Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation (BPC).
. Ministry/Division Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources Division.
.| Charterer Bangladesh Petroleumn Corporation (BPC], Chittagong, Bangladesh.
.| _Charterer's agenis Bangladesh Shipping Corporation (BSC), Chittagong, Bangladesh.
4. | Name of procuring entity Chairman, Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation (BPC), Chittagong, Bangladesh, Dated:
05.04.2020.
5. Inwitation for Transportation of 100,000 mt (+- 10% supplier's option) Arabian Light Crude Gil from
Rastanura, Saudi Arabia to Chittagong, Bangladesh.
6. Invitation Ref No. 18.16.0000.373.97 0021903 COMC-001920
7. | Date 01.08.2020.
8. Proc t method International Limited Tendering Method.
9. Budget & source of funds Government of Bangladesh (GOEB).
10. | Tender closing date, time and place Date: 20.09.2020 & Time: 11:30 Hours at Bangladesh Shipping Corporation, BSC
Bhaban, Saltgola Road, Chittagong
11. | Validity of offer Offer must remain valid for at least 168 working hours or 7 working days from the time of
opening of offers.
12. | Tender opening date, time and place Date: 20.09.2020 & Time: 11:35 Hours at Bangladesh Shipping Corporation, BSC
Bhaban, Sallgola Road, Chittagong.
13. | Eligibility of tenderer Brokers enlisted with Infer-ministerial Chartering Committee.
14. [ Lifting lay-can 07-09 October 2020.
15. | Loadportiterminal ¥ Safe berth(s) 1 Safe port Rastanura, Saudi Arabia.
16. | Discharging port % Safe anchorage(s)/place(s), Chittagong including Kutubdia Anchorage.
17. | OAIP, DUTY, VAT, Elc. If any, on freight will be on owner's account.
18. | Name & address of office inviting | Chartering and Tramping Department, Bangladesh Shipping Corporation, Chittagong,
tender Bangladesh.
19. | Designation of cfficial inviting tender General Manager.
20. | Contact details of official inviting | Tel: + 88-031-725879
tender Fax: + 88-031-710506/722380
E-mail: gm-cht@bsc.gov.bd
21, | Other terms and conditions 3]: nasmzzrz gerrns and condiions as per tender schedule Ref. COMC-001920 dated:
22. | The procuring entity reserves the right o reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason.
General Manager
Chartering & Tramping
GD-1369 Bangladesh Shipping Corporation




