
CITY DHAKA WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 2, 2020, BHADRA 18, 1427 BS4

CR Dutta
FROM PAGE 3

He gave important direction at the crisis period of the 
country.”

People will remember him forever for his brave role in 
the battle field, he added.

Maj Gen (retd) Chitta Ranjan Dutta, Bir Uttam, 
popularly known as CR Dutta, had been suffering from 
various old-age complications and passed away in the US 
on August 25 at the age of 93.

He was honoured with “Bir Uttam” title for his gallantry 
during the Liberation War.

He had been the founding president of Bangladesh 
Hindu-Buddha-Christian Oikya Parishad, a platform of 
different religious minority groups, until his death.

CR Dutta’s coffin was kept at the mortuary of the 
Combined Military Hospital after it had arrived in Dhaka 
on August 31.

His two daughters and son also reached Dhaka by a 
Qatar Airways flight on Monday.

Talking to reporters, his son Chiranjit Dutta said, “He 
dreamed of a secular Bangladesh that nurtures communal 
harmony and worked throughout his life to ensure it. He 
had no regret but loved the country to the fullest.”

“All his dreams were to ensure the development of 
Bangladesh,” said Chayanika Dutta, one of his daughters.

Bangladesh Puja Udjapan Parishad and Mohanagar 
Sarbajanin Puja Committee placed wreaths on Dutta’s 
coffin and paid their homage.

Other organisations who came to pay their tribute were 
Bangladesh Mohila Oikya Parishad, Hindu Dharmiyo 
Kalyan Trust, Bangladesh Hindu-Buddhist-Christian Unity 
Council, Bangabandhu Sangskritik Jote and Bangladesh 
Shikkhak Oikya Parishad.

DNCC to 
FROM PAGE 3

“There is no capacity of the city corporation 
to provide trade licenses in residential 
areas but they are doing business here. 
We want a solution in this regard,” Atiqul 
said.

The mayor visited different commercial 
establishments like supershops, offices, 
banks and houses. 

DNCC also realised a fine of Tk 5.60 
lakh from various establishments for 
not paying holding tax, keeping goods 
on footpaths and roads, and illegal 
advertising.

Atiqul said the drive will identify 
businesses that do not possess a valid 
licences, and bring them under the legal 
system.

A six-member committee -- headed 
by the local councillor and woman 
councillor from the reserved seat -- will be 
formed in each ward where the reserved 
seat councillor will be the joint convener, 
he added. 

The deputy revenue officer will be the 
member secretary.

“All DNCC residents will be able to pay 
their taxes online from January 1. No one 
needs to go to the zone office,” said the 
mayor.

HUMAN HAULIERS, HAWKERS 

REMOVED FROM NEAR NAGAR 

BHABAN IN DSCC DRIVE 

Meanwhile, Dhaka South City 
Corporation in drive yesterday removed a 
human haulier (laguna) stand from near 
Nagar Bhaban.

A mobile court, led by executive 
magistrate Irfan Uddin Ahmed conducted 
the drive to bring discipline to roads in 
the adjoining areas, according to officials 
of DSCC. 

Officials later shifted the public 
transport stand near the eastern side of 
Nagar Bhaban.

The mobile team also evicted all 
hawkers from the footpaths in front of 
Nagar Bhaban.  

Veggie prices
FROM PAGE 3

Vegetables from different 
upazilas of Chattogram and 
adjacent districts are now 
coming to the markets, but 
they are not sufficient to 
meet demands.

“That’s why prices have 
shot up,” he observed.

Contacted, Manju 
Sawdagar, a wholesale 
trader of Reazuddin Bazar, 
said there is no chance for 
prices to drop before winter. 

ACC freezes 
FROM PAGE 3

In 2007, ACC filed a case with Adabor Police Station against 
Dulu on  charge of amassing wealth worth Tk 13.80 crore 
beyond his known sources of income.

Following a petition filed by Dulu, the High Court on 
July 18, 2012 quashed the case’s trial proceedings. Later, 
ACC filed the appeal with the Supreme Court, challenging 
the HC judgment. 

In 2015, the SC overturned the HC verdict and cleared 
the way for the lower court to resume trial proceedings 
against former BNP deputy minister Dulu.

Shafi Ullah said the trial is still pending before the court.

Rangpur recreational
FROM PAGE 3

spots has brought joy to residents of the district, especially 
children.

Accordingly, their parents are preparing to their families 
out to the spots, although many are unsure of whether it is 
time yet, with the pandemic showing no signs of stopping.

BNP hopes govt 
will consider 
extension of 
Khaleda’s release
Party’s 42nd founding 
anniversary observed
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP yesterday expressed its hope that the 
government would extend the temporary 
release of party Chairperson Khaleda Zia.

The party expected that the government 
will consider Khaleda’s application for the 
extension positively. “We have repeatedly 
said that Khaleda Zia was convicted 
unfairly in false cases. She deserved bail, 
not punishment,” said Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir, secretary general of the party.

Fakhrul was talking to journalists after 
placing wreaths at party founder Ziaur 
Rahman’s Sher-e-Bangla Nagar grave, 
marking BNP’s 42nd founding anniversary.

Fakhrul along with the standing 
committee members went to the grave 
maintaining health rules. Later, party’s 
senior leadership, front and associate 
bodies paid their respect to Ziaur Rahman.

Fakhrul said restoration of democracy is 
the biggest challenge now and there is no 
alternative to get united to do so. “One-
party ruling system was established in the 
country,” he said. 

On September 1, 1978, Ziaur Rahman 
founded the party with 19 points. After 
his assassination Zia on May 30, 1981, in 
Chattogram, his wife Khaleda Zia took over 
the party leadership.

Two people killed 
in separate boat 
accidents in Meghna
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

Two people were killed in separate boat accidents on the 
Meghna River in the last two days.

Asim Kumar Sarker, officer-in-charge of Hijla Police 
Station, said an 11-year-old girl was killed and three 
others were inured in a head-on collision between two 
speedboats on the Meghna River in Hijla upazila of 
Barishal. In another accident around Hijla old launch 
ghat, an angler died after being hit by an unknown water 
vehicle, the official added.

On Monday morning, 11-year-old Razia, of Bhairiya 
village under Hijla upazila, died from an accident near 
Memania point.

Nazrul Islam Milon, chairman of Hijla Gaurabadi 
Union Parishad, said Razia’s uncle Abdullah went to 
Barisal on Saturday for medical treatment, taking Razia 
with him. 

The accident occurred on their way back. When their 
speedboat reached the Meghna estuary, it collided with 
another speedboat coming from the opposite direction. 
The boats were carrying six people including the drivers.

Following the collision, the body of the speedboat 
broke and hit Razia in the abdomen, killing her on the 
spot, locals said. Meanwhile, the locals rescued and 
rushed the other injured, including the two drivers, to 
Hijla Upazila Health Complex.

In another accident at Hijla’s old launch ghat area, 
angler Joynal Abedin (47) was killed after colliding with 
an unknown water transport early yesterday.

“Joynal was found seriously injured after taking a hit 
from an unknown water vehicle while he was netting at 
the Meghna river,” said Hijla police OC Ashim kumar 
Sarker.

Fares back 
FROM PAGE 3

Asked, Md Harun, conductor of a minibus, said they 
forbade additional passengers from boarding but they do 
not pay heed. “ What can I do?” he asked.

When asked about allowing passengers who do not 
wear facemask, he said he could not compel anyone to 
wear facemask. “It is the duty of law-enforcers.”

According to health experts, if health guidelines are 
not followed inside public transports, the situation may 
further deteriorate.

Contacted, Prof Shakeel Ahmed, an epidemiologist and 
in-charge of Bangladesh Institute of Tropical and Infectious 
Diseases lab, said health guidelines should be ensured to 
prevent the spread of Covid-19. “There is no scope to relax 
health rules at this moment.” 

Contacted, Belayet Hossain, president of Chattogram 
Metropolitan Paribahan Malik Group, said they instructed 
workers to not even carry one passenger more than the 
capacity and not allow passengers without facemasks.

“We did not do business for the last six months, and if 
needed, we would not for the next two months for the sake 
of public wellbeing,” he said. “We will strictly monitor 
whether the health rules are being followed.”

Mobile courts of Bangladesh Road Transport Authority 
(BRTA) were seen on different routes yesterday. BRTA 
Mobile Court Bench Assistant Emil Chakma said three 
such courts were being conducted. 

Contacted, Mohammad Shahidullah, deputy 
commissioner (traffic) of Chattogram Metropolitan Police, 
said traffic department teams were monitoring different 
routes to ensure health guidelines. “We are imposing fines 
on vehicles that do not follow the instructions and will be 
stricter regarding this matter.” 

No law 
FROM PAGE 3

The act also confers certain powers upon the forest officer 
for dealing with offences. They are empowered to seize 
any forest produce and tools used to commit offences, 
and has the right to arrest (without warrant) any person 
who is reasonably suspected as being involved in such 
offences. 

Though the act provides ample power to officers, it does 
not mention what action should be taken against such 
officers if they fail to perform their responsibilities. Rather, 
the act provides indemnity to them for any action done in 
good faith. 

It is alleged that such protection provides favourable 
treatment, which goes against the constitutional stipulation 
of equality before law. 

It is also noted that if the actions of those in power 
are not legally scrutinised or have no consequences, they 
might lead to abusive and discriminatory practices.

When asked about the lack of effectiveness of the existing 
law, ABM Imdadul Haque Khan, advocate of the Supreme 
Court, said, “The Forest Act 1927 was promulgated by 
colonial rulers, with a view to exploit forest resources for 
commercial purposes instead of conservation.”

“Although the law has been amended, its spirit still 
bears this legacy,” he said. “Moreover, the existing measures 
focus mostly on punitive measures instead of preventive 
ones. This is not in line with the international principle of 
precautionary measures.”

As to possible ways of ensuring accountability of 
forest officers, he added, “The law should be amended to 
incorporate provisions to hold forest officers accountable 
if they fail to perform their obligations.”

SM Munir appointed 
additional attorney 
general
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Supreme Court lawyer SM Munir 
has been appointed additional 
attorney general for moving cases 
on behalf of the state before the SC. 

With SM Munir, there are now 
three additional attorney generals. 

President Abdul Hamid made 
the appointment under article 3(2) 
of the Bangladesh Law Officer Order 1972. The solicitor 
wing under the law ministry issued a gazette notification 
to this effect yesterday.

SM Munir is a former secretary of the Supreme Court 
Bar Association. 

A post of additional attorney general remained vacant 
after the president had sacked the then additional attorney 
general MK Rahman on May 19, 2014.

On the footpath stretching from Karwan Bazar to Farmgate, at least seven to eight such craters have been created which turn 

into dangerous puddles after rain. With the capital going back to its busy self gradually, these would only bring more suffering to 

pedestrians. The photo was taken yesterday.  PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN

Black smoke emanating from the bus’s exhaust covers a biker behind it at the capital’s Bangla Motor. Normal 

face-tmasks are a great way to prevent the spread of Covid-19, but does little for the fine particles of pollutants 

we breathe in while commuting every day, slowly damaging our lungs. PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN


