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A 1,001-member national 
citizens’ committee has 
already been formed 
headed by Maj Gen (retd) 
KM Shafiullah, sector 
commander of the country’s 
Liberation War, to show 
final respect to CR Dutta.

Maj Gen (retd) Chitta 
Ranjan Dutta, known better 
as CR Dutta, passed away 
in the US on August 25. He 
was 93. 

He was the commander 
of Sector-4 during the 
Liberation War. He was 
awarded “Bir Uttam” for his 
gallantry.

He had been the 
founding president of 
Bangladesh Hindu-Buddha-
Christian Oikya Parishad, 
a platform of different 
religious minority groups, 
until his death. 

Dutta, who was the 
founding director general of 
Bangladesh Rifles in 1973, 
left behind two daughters, a 
son, and a host of relatives 
and well-wishers.

Technical courses 
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really important matter. She also 
emphasised on the need for up-to-date 
curriculum for technical education.

The government has set up a target to 
have 20 percent students under technical 
education by 2020 and 30 percent by 2030 
and 50 percent by 2050, said technical 
education board chairman Morad Hossain 
Mollah.

Many guardians are reluctant about 
their children receiving technical education 
as it was traditionally considered for 
academically weak students and there is a 
stigma associated with that. 

According to Bangladesh Bureau of 
Educational Information and Statistics, 
there are 11,00,177 students enrolled in 
16 types of 7,052 technical and vocational 
institutes in 2019.

The numbers of such educational 
institutions and their students are 
increasing steadily. The number of 
institutions were 1,137 in 2000; 2,317 in 

2003; 5,790 in 2015 and 5,897 in 2017. 
The total number of students were 

1,16,055 in 2000; 1,88,686 in 2003; 
8,72,658 in 2015; 8,75,270 in 2016  and 
8,91,964 in 2017.

Mentionable, an overwhelming 95 
percent of the institutions are privately 
managed.

At the webinar, madrassa teachers’ 
leaders demanded the government to bring 
independent Ebtedayee madrassas under 
monthly pay order (MPO) system as the 
teachers are facing hardship due to meagre 
amount of salary.

Dipu Moni said government is working 
on the issue.

Technical and Madrasah Education 
Division Secretary Aminul Islam Khan, 
Bangladesh University of Textiles Vice 
Chancellor Prof Abul Kashem; madrassa 
education board chairman Prof Kaiser 
Ahmed and Education Reporters 
Association leaders also spoke at the 
webinar.

A boost to 
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125 luggage vans after 40 
years; it is not only giving 
important on passenger 
services but also on goods 
transport, he said. 

During the pandemic, 
BR carried seasonal fruits, 
vegetables and cattle ahead 
of Eid. These luggage vans 
are being procured so that 
farmers can reach their 
products to the consumers 
directly and get due price of 
their projects, he added. 

NO PLAN TO HIKE TRAIN 

FARE NOW

Meanwhile, the minister 
said they have not taken any 
decision to hike train fare as 
of now.

Several newspapers 
recently ran reports that BR 
is mulling hiking passenger 
and freight fares to improve 
service and minimise loss. 

“There is a committee [to 
review train fare], which has 
placed their opinion before 
us. Some media ran report 
giving ‘wrong explanation’ 
of the meeting,” Sujan said. 

Cooperation
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“Today, we are growing fast. In this journey, we can 
exchange our knowledge and India can do the same with 
us,” Mohibul Hasan Chowdhury said.

Indian High Commissioner to Bangladesh Riva 
Ganguly Das said Bangabandhu is the founder of modern 
Bangladesh and one of the most influential and courageous 
leaders of the 20th century. 

Reflecting back on Bangabandhu’s rich legacy and her 
childhood memories of his electrifying voice to mobilse 
the people for independence, she said that Bangabandhu 
also laid the foundations for India-Bangladesh relations.

She expressed hope that through the books gifted, 
young students of Bangladesh would better appreciate and 
understand Bangabandhu and help realise his dream of 
‘Sonar Bangla’. India will always stand beside Bangladesh 
in its march towards development, she said. 

On Mohidul Hasan Chowdhurys’ proposal of having a 
cooperation framework on education, Riva Ganguly Das 
said she took note of it for further action.

Vice chancellors and principals of different universities 
and colleges who took part in the discussion highlighted 
Bangabandhu’s qualities of boldness, love for Bangalees 
and unending trust on them.

They also expressed their gratitude to India for standing 
beside Bangladesh during the Liberation War.

Vice chancellors of select universities who participated 
in the discussion were Prof Satya Prasad Majumder (Buet); 
Prof Dr Mohammed Fayek Uzzaman (Khulna University); 
Prof Dr Mohammed Rafiqul Alam (Cuet); Farid Uddin 
Ahmed (Sust); Prof M Abdus Sobhan (RU); and Prof. 
Gautam Buddha Das (Chittagong Veterinary and Animal 
Sciences University).

Five stabbed 
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The two went outside for a 
motorcycle ride when some 
youths attacked them, said 
Munna’s father Monirul 
Islam. The attackers fled 
with Munna’s motorcycle, 
he said.

Bappy, along with two 
friends, went out on a 
bike around 12:30pm. 
As they were talking near 
Lalbagh Fort, parking the 
motorcycle nearby, 10 to 15 
youths started beating up 
Bappy and his friends, said 
Sagar -- who witnessed the 
attack.

The attackers snatched 
their phones and wallets. 
Bappy resisted as they 
tried to take his camera. 
The youths then stabbed 
Bappy, leaving him critically 
injured, he said.

In Moghbazar, Mizanur 
was stabbed and injured 
by some persons following 
a quarrel over not paying 
for food at a shop, said 
Mahfuzul Haque, inspector 
(operations) of Ramna 
Police Station.    

RESHUFFLE IN POLICE ADMIN

Seven DIG-ranked 
officials transferred
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

In a major reshuffle in Bangladesh Police, seven DIG level 
officials including two metropolitan police commissioners 
were transferred yesterday.

The home ministry in an order signed by Dhananjoy 
Kumar Das, deputy secretary of the Public Security 
Division, made the transfer, including that of Deputy 
Inspector General (Chattogram Range) Khandker Golam 
Faruq, under whose jurisdiction some police members in 
Cox’s Bazar are facing trial in retired army major Sinha Md 
Rashed Khan murder case.

Md Anwar Hossain, Gazipur Metropolitan Police 
commissioner, will replace DIG Faruq. Faruq has been 
transferred to Bangladesh Police Academy, Rajshahi.

Since the Sinha murder on July 31, DIG Faruq has been 
stationed in Cox’s Bazar to oversee the law and order 
situation of the district, sources said.

Chattogram Metropolitan Police (CMP) Commissioner 
Md Mahabubor Rahman has also been transferred to 
Industrial Police in Dhaka as DIG. Saleh Mohammad Tanvir, 
additional police commissioner of Dhaka Metropolitan 
Police, has been made new CMP commissioner.

Among other officials, Md Abdullah Baqi, DIG at 
Bangladesh Police Academy in Rajshahi, has been 
transferred as DIG of criminal investigation department 
(CID); Jamil Ahmed, additional inspector general of 
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab), has been transferred to CID; 
and Imtiaz Ahmed, DIG at the CID transferred, has been 
transferred to Rab.

Bullet removed
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They have been sent to jail, 
said Ashraful Alam, officer-
in-charge of Khulna Sadar 
Police Station.

“We have prayed for five-
day remands for each. We 
will investigate the incident 
further,” the official added.

According to the case 
statement, the four came 
to Yusuf’s house and 
demanded Tk five lakh 
over a contract work. “They 
threatened to kill me if I 
didn’t pay,” Yusuf said. 

However, relatives of the 
youths said the altercation 
did not take place over 
extortion, but due to a 
romantic complication 
involving Yusuf’s daughter.

Asked, the OC said they 
are considering the matter 
in their investigation.

Md Sohel, uncle of 
accused Saiful Islam, 
said Yusuf provided false 
information in the case 
statement to conceal the 
real issue -- a love affair 
between one of the arrestees 
and Yusuf’s daughter.

However, Yusuf Ali 
denied the allegations and 
termed them baseless.

ARMS CASE

Trial of Papia, her 
husband begins
COURT CORRESPONDENT

The trial of an arms case filed against expelled leader of 
Jubo Mohila League Shamima Nur Papia and her husband 
Mofizur Rahman began yesterday at a  Dhaka tribunal with 
deposition of a prosecution witness.

Judge KM Emrul Kayesh of the Special Tribunal-1 of 
Dhaka recorded the statement of Sub-inspector Md Saiful 
Islam of Rapid Action Battalion-1, who prepared a seizure-
list of the arms case.

After the court recorded his statement, defence lawyer 
sought time to cross-examine the witness. The tribunal 
then fixed today for cross-examination.

In his statement, the witness told the court that on 
February 23, a team of Rab including him raided Papia’s 
Indira Road house in Farmgate and recovered a foreign 
pistol, two magazines, 20 bullets, five bottles of foreign 
liquor, Tk 58,41,000 in cash, and credit and debit cards of 
different banks.

Later, he prepared a seizure list in front of the witnesses, 
Saiful added.

Before that, Papia, her husband -- a former Chhatra 
League leader -- and their two accomplices were arrested 
from Dhaka’s Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport on 
February 22 when they were trying to leave the country.

Rab members recovered seven passports, Tk 2,12,270, 
fake notes worth Tk 25,600, $11,481, 420 Sri Lankan 
rupees, 301 Indian rupees, and two debit cards from their 
possession.

TK 80 LAKH RECOVERY

Charges against 
suspended DIG 
prisons accepted
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday 
took cognisance of the 
charges against Partha 
Gopal Banik, a suspended 
deputy inspector general 
(prisons) of Sylhet division, 
in a case filed over the 
recovery of Tk 80 lakh from 
his capital’s residence. 

Judge KM Emrul Kayesh 
of the Senior Special Judge’s 
Court of Dhaka passed the 
order after scrutinising case 
dockets and other relevant 
documents. 

The judge fixed October 
29 for hearing on charge 
framing against the accused. 
The judge also transferred 
the case to the Special Judge 
Court-10 of Dhaka for trial. 

On July 29 last year, 
ACC Director Mohammad 
Yousuf quizzed Partha 
over allegations that he 
committed irregularities 
and corruption as DIG 
(prisons) of Chattogram 
division. 

SCHOOL DROPOUTS

Special funds needed 
to bring them back to 
classrooms: speakers
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has to allocate a special fund to bring 
children who have dropped out, back to the classroom as 
many of them have been involved in income-generating 
work to help their families during the pandemic, speakers 
said at a webinar yesterday.

Over the years, the government has achieved great success 
in enrolling almost 100 percent children in school. But now 
it is a big challenge for the government to maintain this, 
they told the event titled “Education Sector Plan of SDG”, 
by Campaign for Mass Education (CAMPe) and Darpan. 

Speakers said, as educational institutions remained 
closed during the pandemic, the government arranged 
online and television class for school students. But 100 
percent children could not be brought under this system, 
especially children from rural and marginal areas. 

The government has to arrange special funds and 
properly use it to provide incentive to underprivileged 
children to enrol in school, they added. 

The speakers also said the government also has to train 
teachers to prepare them for better quality online classes.

Abul Fazal Mir, deputy commissioner of Cumilla 
participated in the programme as chief guest while Rasheda 
K Chowdhury, former adviser to the caretaker government 
and executive director of CAMPe was present there as 
guest of honour. Eminent educationist Dr Monzur Ahmed 
chaired the session.


