
NEWS10 DHAKA FRIDAY AUGUST 28, 2020, BHADRA 13, 1427 BS

Women form a human chain outside the Catholic Church of Saints Simon and Helena to protest against police 

violence during recent rallies of opposition supporters against disputed presidential elections results in Minsk, 

Belarus yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

Bring down prices
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committee, punish hoarders, 
smugglers, black-marketeers, corrupt 
bureaucrats and introduce full 
rationing throughout the country 
and open fair price shops. The 
rally was jointly organised by the 
women branch of the Awami League, 
Bangladesh Mahila Samity and 
Bangladesh Mahila Parishad. 
CABINET DISCUSSES FOOD 

SITUATION

The Bangladesh Cabinet holds a 
meeting today at the secretariat with 
acting Prime Minister Syed Nazrul 
Islam in the chair. The Cabinet 
discusses the food situation of the 
country among other things during 
the five-hour meeting. 

Nearly one crore and nine lakh 
maunds of rice and wheat will be 
distributed in the country through 
statutory and modified rationing 
and relief system in the month 
of September, says a government 
handout today. 
PINDI-PEKING COLLUSION CASTS 

SHADOWS OVER DELHI TALKS

The Sino-Pak collusion in stopping 
Bangladesh from getting into the 
United Nations has cast its shadow 

over the Indo-Pak talks going on in 
Delhi to save the Simla Agreement, 
says informed sources. At the end of 
today’s representative level talks, a 
Pakistani official says “not much has 
been achieved”.   
AGREEMENT ON FISH EXPORT TO 

INDIA SIGNED

An agreement on fish export to India 
is signed today in Dhaka between 
Bangladesh Fish, Poultry and Other 
Perishable Commodities Exporters 
Association and Central Fisheries 
Corporation of India. 
SOURCES: August 29, 1972 issues of 
Bangladesh Observer, Dainik Bangla and 
Dainik Ittefaq.  
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been tested in the country and 20.3 
percent of them have turned out 
Covid-19 positive.

At present, there are 1,06,998 active 
cases in the country.

Bangladesh is detecting 1,847 cases 
per million against 9,096 tests.

Among the 45 people who lost 
their lives, 36 are above 50 years old.

Since March 18, 1,990 have died 
in Dhaka, 908 in Chattogram, 277 
in Rajshahi, 340 in Khulna, 159 in 
Barishal, 187 in Sylhet, 177 in Rangpur 
and 89 have died in Mymensingh 
divisions, said DGHS.

Across the country, 20,147 people 
are in isolation and 52,405 people are 
quarantined at present.

On July 2, 4,019 Covid-19 patients 
were identified in the country, the 
highest in a single day.

Another cop dies
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to Kushtia General Hospital when he 
was diagnosed with coronavirus on 
August 14, the release added. 

He was shifted to Rajarbagh Police 
Central Hospital the same day as his 
condition deteriorated, it added. 

He left behind his father, mother, 
wife, one-year-old child and a host of 
relatives to mourn his death. 

He joined work as a sub-inspector 
of Bangladesh Police on February 23, 
2006. Later on August 22, 2019 he 
was transferred to Khulna range of the 
police. 

On August 31, 2019, he was 
appointed as OC of Daulatpur Police 
Station. 

The first namaz-e-janaza of Arifur 
was held at Kushtia Police Lines 
yesterday morning and the body was 
sent to his village home at Samant 
Sena village in Rupsha upazila of 
Khulna. 

Seventy-two police personnel so 
far have died of coronavirus in the 
country, the release said. 

Pompeo heads home 
after pushing Israel 
deal on Mid East tour
AFP, Muscat

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
headed home yesterday after a 
whirlwind Middle East tour during 
which he sought to encourage Arab 
nations to follow the UAE and 
recognise Israel.

Taiwan ‘on front 
lines of freedom’ 
after HK crackdown: 
president
AFP, Taipei

Taiwan stands on the front lines of 
freedom and democracy, President 
Tsai Ing-wen said yesterday, as Beijing 
clamps down on Hong Kong and 
ramps up military activities in the 
region.

In a video speech to an Australian 
think tank, Tsai called for like-minded 
countries to protect Taiwan, pitching the 
self-ruled democracy as a dependable 
ally to western governments. 

China views Taiwan as its own 
territory -- vowing to one day seize 
it by force if needed -- and Beijing’s 
sweeping national security law for 
Hong Kong as well as a crackdown on 
democracy supporters has added to the 
island’s alarm.

“After Hong Kong, Taiwan stands 
increasingly on the front lines of 
freedom and democracy,” Tsai told the 
Australian Strategic Policy Institute.

“We certainly hope that, like-
minded countries will continue to 
work together to ensure Taiwan’s 
security, which is in the interest of 
peace and stability in the region.”

Beijing has stepped up diplomatic, 
military and economic pressure on 
Taiwan since Tsai came to power in 
2016, as she refuses to acknowledge 
their idea that the island is part of “one 
China”.

Turkey to hold 
new naval 
exercises, hits out 
at France
AFP, Istanbul

Turkey yesterday announced new 
naval exercises near its shores and 
accused France of “bullying” as the 
conflict over Mediterranean energy 
riches risked turning into a military 
standoff. 

The Turkish navy said it would stage 
“gunnery exercises” at the edge of its 
territorial waters in the northeastern 
corner of the Mediterranean Sea next 
Tuesday and Wednesday.

Defence Minister Hulusi Akar said 
the drills were “security related” and 
did not directly concern Turkey’s 
controversial search for natural gas 
that has pitted it against Greece and 
the EU.

The two Nato members have been 
staging rival war games in a conflict 
that could imperil Europe’s access to 
vast new energy deposits and further 
destabilise war-torn Libya and parts of 
the Middle East.

US President Donald Trump spoke 
to Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos 
Mitsotakis and Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Wednesday 
-- his first direct involvement in the 
escalating dispute.

The Turkish defence minister did 
not say whether the Oruc Reis research 
vessel and its accompanying navy 
frigates would leave waters claimed by 
Greece yesterday as planned.

463m can’t
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months on end is a global 
education emergency,” 
Henrietta Fore, executive 
director of the UN Children’s 
Fund, said in a statement.

“The repercussions could 
be felt in economies and 
societies for decades to 
come,” she said.

The UN estimates that 1.5 
billion children worldwide 
have been affected by 
lockdowns or school 
closings occasioned by the 
pandemic.

The report underlined 
gaping geographical 
differences in children’s 
access to distance education, 
with far fewer affected in 
Europe, for example, than in 
Africa or parts of Asia.

The UN report is based on 
data gathered from roughly 
100 countries, measuring 
public access to the internet, 
to television and to radio.

Even children with 
adequate access may face 
other obstacles to distance 
education -- whether the 
lack of a good workspace at 
home, pressure to do other 
work for the family, or a lack 
of technical support when 
computer problems arise, 
the UNICEF report said. 

Among students around 
the world unable to access 
virtual education, 67 
million are in eastern and 
southern Africa, 54 million 
in western and central Africa, 
80 million in the Pacific 
and East Asia, 37 million in 
the Middle East and North 
Africa, 147 million in South 
Asia, and 13 million in Latin 
America and the Caribbean.

Life in jail till death
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hatred” led the Australian white 
supremacist to murder defenceless 
men, women and children last year in 
New Zealand’s worst terror attack.

“Your crimes are so wicked, that 
even if you are detained until you die 
it will not exhaust the requirements 
of punishment and denunciation,” 
Mander said as he announced a sentence 
that is a New Zealand legal first.

The judge solemnly read out 
the names of those murdered in a 
livestreamed rampage and recounted 
in forensic detail how Tarrant executed 
the wounded as they pleaded for help 
on March 15 last year.

“It was brutal and beyond callous. 
Your actions were inhuman,” the 
judge said, pointing out that Tarrant 
deliberately attacked Friday prayers to 
maximise casualties.

Japanese firm to build bridge
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by Bangladesh Bridge Authority (BBA). 
“We have sent back the proposal to 

clarify some points and hope to give 
approval in the next meeting,” Kamal 
told reporters after the meeting.

Belayet Hossain, executive director 
of BBA, said they would submit the 
proposal again with all the necessary 
papers before the next meeting.

An official of PPP Authority said 
they would place the project before 
the next meeting of Bangladesh-Japan 
Joint PPP Platform. The Japanese 
authorities concerned would then 
scrutinise the proposal of Miyagawa 
Construction Ltd.

If the Japanese authorities give the 
go-ahead, the Bangladeshi government 
would then make the final decision 
about engaging Miyagawa in the 
project, the official, wishing not be 
named, said.

Once built, the bridge in the 
country’s southern part will shorten 
travel time between the two districts 
and facilitate gas supply from Bhola, 
said officials.
THE BHOLA BRIDGE

BBA has completed the feasibility study 
in August last year, which selected 
possible alignment of the bridge, 
officials said. The cost was estimated 
at Tk 9,922 crore, which may escalate 
after the detailed design is finalised, 
they added

Based on survey, study and 
discussions, the bridge alignment was 
fixed at about a few hundred metres 
downstream from the Bheduria 
Ferry Ghat on the Bhola side and 
the Laaharhat Ferry Ghat on the 
Barishal mainland side. It will also be 
downstream from the existing highway, 
which connects to the ferry terminals. 

According to the study, the length of 
the bridge would be nearly 10km, 3km 
of which would be over Sreepur Char, 
which separates the two channels of 
the braided river.

BBA Chief Engineer Quazi 
Muhammad Ferdous said initially it 
was thought there would be a single 
bridge but as there was land, they have 
proposed that the construction would 
be a 4.68 kilometer bridge and a 4.9km 
elevated road.

Separated by the Tentulia river, 
Bhola is on the eastern part of the 
Barishal division. With an area of 
3,400sqkm and population of over 
20.37 lakh, the district does not have 
any direct road link to Barishal.

By river, one can go to Bhola’s 
Bheduria from Barishal by launch 
in two hours or in 40 minutes by 
speedboat. One has to travel around 30 
minutes on road to reach Bhola Sadar 
upazila from Bheduria.

From Laaharhat Ferry Ghat in 
Barishal, one can also reach Bheduria 
by launch. There is also a ferry running 
between the terminal and Ilshaghat of 
Bhola Sadar.

Passenger and goods transportation 
from Bhola rely on boats and launches 
and it was affecting the district’s socio-
economic development, according to 
the study.

“Completion of this project will 
bring enormous social and economic 
benefits to the people living in Bhola 
in particular and the southern part of 
the country in general,” reads the study.

The study projected that the traffic 
volume (motorised traffic per day) 
through the bridge would be 6,990 
in 2024; 15,620 in 2034 and 56,701 
in 2054.

Ensure safe, dignified return
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against the Rohingyas.
They also demanded that Myanmar 

provides all the host countries as 
well as the Rohingya people proper 
monetary and legal compensation.

The two day long International 
e-conference on “Connecting the 
Rohingya Diaspora: Highlighting 
the Global Displacement” ending 
on Wednesday night condemned 
the apathy of Myanmar, regional 
governments and the international 
community towards the Rohingya 
people.

ActionAid Bangladesh, in 
association with the Center for 
Genocide Studies of Dhaka University 
and the Center for Peace and Justice 
of BRAC University, organised the 
conference on the occasion of the 
third anniversary of the massive influx 
of Rohingyas into Bangladesh.

About 750,000 Rohingyas fled 
brutal military campaign since August 
25, 2017 and joined some 300,000 
others who had fled earlier waves of 
violence in Myanmar. 

The International Court of Justice 
this January issued a provisional order 
for Myanmar to prevent acts of further 
genocide and not to destroy evidence.

Participants condemned the 
persecution by Myanmar, saying 
it leads to the human trafficking 
of a sizeable Rohingya population 
regularly and other forms of 
exploitation. They urged Myanmar’s 
allies, particularly ASEAN countries, 
to compel Myanmar to stop Rohingya 
persecution once and for all.

The e-conference urged the 

Rohingya diaspora to develop a 
strong network through a virtual 
space for raising a strong voice in the 
international for demanding their due 
rights from Myanmar.

On the second day, the conference 
consisted of two panel discussions 
“Rohingya Diaspora: UK, Canada 
and Japan” and “Rohingya Diaspora: 
Australia, England, Bangladesh and 
Malaysia”.

Miwako Hosoda, professor and 
vice-president of Seisa University 
in Japan, said, “The Japanese 
government treats the Rohingya as 
citizens of Myanmar. However, most 
of the Rohingya living in Japan are 
actually stateless. Although Japan is a 
member state of the 1951 Convention, 
the Rohingya have been repeatedly 
denied refugee status by the Japanese 
government, and some immigration 
bureaus have even forced them to 
leave Japan.”

Hla Myint, president of Rohingya 
Intellectual Community, Sydney, 
Australia, said in his paper, “Around 
600,000 Rohingya in Myanmar’s 
Rakhine state are still at risk of 
genocide. Despite the order of the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) to 
protect the Rohingya, innocent people 
are being killed, looted and tortured.”

In the closing remarks, Bangladesh’s 
former foreign secretary Shahidul 
Haque said the international Rohingya 
diaspora needs to start uniting and 
creating a collective identity.

“The division in their leadership 
has to be addressed in order to realise 
their true potential and achieve their 
common goals.” 


