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REFUGEE CAMPS IN COX’S BAZAR

Rohingyas tangled  
up in crimes

MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN, back from Cox’s Bazar

Three years on, crimes like murder, 
abduction, extortion and narcotics 
smuggling continue to multiply at the 
world’s biggest refugee settlement in Cox’s 
Bazar.

Following the largest-ever influx of 
Rohingyas in August 2017, at least 76 
criminal cases on various charges were filed 
against the members of the community in 
the last quarter of the year.

In 2018, this figure was 208 cases, and in 
2019, rose to 263.

In the first seven months of this year, 
178 cases have already been filed against 
Rohingyas.

But law enforcers claim this is just the tip 

of the iceberg, as a large number of crimes 
-- including murder, abduction, and sexual 
harassment -- that take place inside the 
camps go unreported.

“We receive at least 10 to 12 complaints 
daily, including of murder, from the 
Rohingya camps but we fail to take any 
action as the Rohingyas are not interested 
to file any cases,” said Md Hemayetul 
Islam, commanding officer of Armed Police 
Battalion (APBn-16).  

Hemayetul said they received a 
complaint that a Rohingya man killed his 
wife last week but they failed to take any 
action as the victim’s family did not want 
to register a case.

The majority of the Rohingyas are not 
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Alauddin, a 58-year-old cancer patient from Laxmipur, waiting in front of Mugda Medical College and 

Hospital in the capital to finally give his sample for Covid-19 test yesterday. Since August 12, he has 

been denied treatment for cancer, as he could not have the test done for various reasons.
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‘We want 
Messi to stay’
Barca say in first 
official response
AFP, Madrid

Lionel Messi has not 
informed Barcelona 
coaches he will not attend 
training on Wednesday, 
according to the club’s 
newly-appointed sporting 
director, Ramon Planes.

Messi asked Barca 
Tuesday to leave the club 
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‘INDIA FIRST APPROACH’ 
Sri Lanka’s top diplomat says 

his country won’t do anything 
harmful to India’s strategic 

security interests
SEE PAGE 6

Liaqat, two 
other cops 
sued over 
extortion
Court orders probe into 
murder claims against 
OC Pradeep, 22 others

STAR REPORT

A businessman of the 
port city yesterday sued 
seven people, including 
Major (retd) Sinha murder 
accused suspended sub-
inspector Liaqat Ali and 
two other policemen, 
for allegedly extorting 
Tk 2 lakh from him and 
threatening to “kill him in 
a crossfire.”

Jasim Uddin, the owner 
of Suchana Enterprise in 
the city’s Sagarika BSCIC 
area, complained with 
the court of Chattogram 
Metropolitan Magistrate 
Abu Salem Md Noman.

The court ordered the 
Deputy Commissioner 
(DB-North) of Chattogram 
Metropolitan Police to 
investigate the complaint 
and submit a report to it, said 
plaintiff’s lawyer Jewel Das.
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‘MURDERED’ GIRL FOUND ALIVE

IO closed 
over forced 
confession  
OUR CORRESPONDENT, N’ganj 

Police yesterday closed the 
investigation officer (IO) 
of a case that showed a 
teenage girl of Narayanganj 
murdered while she was 
alive in real. 

A three-member fact-
finding committee was 
also formed to conduct 
probes into the disturbing 
developments following 
recovery of the “murdered 
girl”. 

Sub-inspector Shamim 
Al Mamun of Sadar Model 
Police Station, the IO 
of the murder case, has 
been closed to ensure an 
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The deadline for finishing the Padma bridge is going to be extended by 
more than a year largely due to the pandemic.

The current deadline of the fast-track project is June 2021.
There is also a possibility that costs of the project may escalate as delays 

usually go hand in hand with cost increase. But the project implementing 
authority maintains that it will not increase from the current Tk 30,193 crore.

“It [construction of Padma bridge] would be completed within 2022,” 
Finance Minister AHM Mustafa Kamal said yesterday after a meeting 
of Cabinet Committee on Government Purchase that approved time 
extension for a supervision consultant of the bridge.

Construction of the bridge started in November, 2014, to connect 
the country’s southwestern region with the capital via road and rail. 
Once in service, the 6.15km-long bridge will connect the capital with 21 
southwestern districts. It is expected to boost the country’s gross domestic 
product by 1.2 percent.

The minister said construction work could not go on properly due to 
the pandemic and unprecedented flood. So, the deadline for construction 
supervision consultant had to be extended.

Deadline extended 
last year to December 
2019; cost goes up to 
Tk 30,193cr

Another extension of 
deadline. Govt wants 
to complete the 
bridge by June 2021

After preparing detailed 
design, cost rises to Tk 
20,507cr as rail lines 
included in plan; deadline 
fixed at 2015

Cost reviewed in 2015 rises 
to Tk 28,793cr; deadline 
fixed at 2018

Feasibility study 
2003 to 2005

Cost estimated in 
2007 Tk 10,161cr

Work for detailed 
design starts in 
2009

Padma bridge not 
before June 2022
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