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Thousands flee
California fires

Trump declares major disaster

REUTERS, Sacramento

Nearly two dozen massive wildfires continued to ravage
parts of California, fueled by high temperatures and
ongoing lightning strikes, including 100 that hit on Friday,
the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

(CalFire) said.

The fires have killed six people and incinerated nearly
700 buildings since beginning after an earlier lightning
storm last week. Together, the blazes have burned nearly a

million acres, the agency said.

In addition to the fatalities, 43 firefighters and civilians

have been hurt.

Wildfire is threatening parts of the San Francisco Bay
Area, the forested region near the University of California
at Santa Cruz and a wide swath of the area between San
Francisco and the state capital of Sacramento.

On Saturday, President Donald Trump declared the fires
to be a major disaster, the White House said.

Nearly 14,000 firefighters have been deployed to the
blazes, but containment of the largest ones remains low.
Including smaller blazes, crews are fighting a total of
560 wildfires across the state, California Governor Gavin

Newsom said Friday.

Evacuations have been ordered in numerous regions.
About 175,000 people were told to leave their homes,
although many in the community around Vacaville
between Sacramento and San Francisco have been allowed

to return.

Additional lightning storms are expected later this
weekend, and the danger of new or growing wildfire is
extreme, CalFire spokesman Daniel Berlant said.
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Opposition supporters rally to protest against disputed presidential elections results in Minsk, yesterday. Tens of thousands
of anti-government protesters packed the streets of Minsk yesterday as the army waded into Belarus’ political crisis, warning
that it, not the police, would respond to any opposition unrest near the city’s national memorials. Demonstrations have been
held in the capital and other Belarusian towns since Aug 9, when an election which protesters describe as rigged granted
veteran leader Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office.
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Find a new Congress chief

Sonia Gandhi tells party after top leaders demand change in leadership

Tuae Hinpu ONLINE

Faced with an  unprecedented
situation of senior leaders questioning
the party’s top leadership, India’s
Congress president Sonia Gandhi is
learnt to have asked her colleagues to
find new party chief and expressed her
desire to step down in a letter.
Though the contents of Gandhi’s
letter have not officially been made
public, the move has prompted several
other seniors leaders like Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh and former
Union Minister Salman Khurshid to
come out in support of the Gandhis
ahead of the crucial meeting of the
Congress Working Committee (CWC)
today.
Delhi Pradesh  Congress
Committee held an emergency meeting
to discuss the issue while more State
units are supposed to back the Gandhis.
“Currently no other leader in the
Congress can give the party a strong
leadership,” the Amarinder Singh
said in a statement yesterday, adding,
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“any move to divide or destabilise
the party would give advantage to the
dictatorial forces.”

Gandhi’s letter is a response to a
letter from a group of senior leaders
including Leader of the Opposition
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Anand Sharma,
Kapil Sibal, Lok Sabha member
Manish Tewari, former union minister
Veerappa Moily, former Chief Minister
Bhupinder Hooda among others.

In their letter, written about two
weeks ago, the group questioned the
Congress party’s style of functioning
and suggested sweeping reforms.

Multiple sources told this reporter
that nearly 300 party functionaries
across different State units have
endorsed the contents of the letter,
which are likely to be made public
depending on the Congress Working
Committee (CWC) meeting today.

The group has called for a “full time
and effective leadership who are active
in the field, a mechanism for collective
leadership and elections to the CWC”.

Some of the points raised in
the letter have also been publicly
articulated by leaders like Tewari and
Shashi Tharoor.

The letter was leaked to a prominent
newspaper after the party announced
the dates for the CWC meeting as
Congress chief spokesperson Randeep
Surjewala had denied the existence of
such a letter earlier.

The group is also said to be opposed
to attempts being made hand back the
reins to former party chief Rahul Gandhi
and would rather push for decision
making through a Parliamentary Board.

INDIA-CHINA BORDER TENSIONS

Beijing refuses to budge

Continues infrastructure build-up along LAC
TNN, New Delhi

China is showing no intent of disengaging from the troop confrontation
in eastern Ladakh, while further digging in its heels by continuing to build
roads, bridges, helipads and other military infrastructure along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) to back its troops at the actual face-off sites.

“China is indulging in ping-pong tactics by shuttling the ball between
diplomatic and military talks, without any serious attempt at conflict
resolution. There is no change in the ground situation,” said a senior
military official on Saturday.

India has counter-deployed to match the build-up of troops, artillery, tanks
and other heavy weaponry by the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) in all the
three sectors of the 3,488-km long LAC stretching from Ladakh to Arunachal
Pradesh. The strategy being finalised for any contingency as well as the long
haul in the already well over 100-day military confrontation in eastern Ladakh
was discussed in a flurry of top-level meetings over the last three days here.

Indian Defence Minister Rajnath Singh chaired a two-hour meeting
with national security adviser Ajit Doval, chief of defence staff General
Bipin and the three Service chiefs - General M M Naravane, Admiral
Karambir Singh and Air Chief Marshal R K S Bhadauria - on Saturday.

The defence minister meeting was preceded by General Naravane
summoning an unscheduled meeting of his top seven Army commanders
from across the country on Thursday and Friday to review the “security
situation and operational preparedness on both the northern and western
fronts” with China and Pakistan. “There is always the possibility of a
collusive threat from them,” said another officer.

‘Deep state’ slowing Covid

vaccine trials: Trump
US President Donald Trump on Saturday accused
members of the “deep state” at the Food
and Drug Administration, without providing
evidence, of working to slow testing of Covid-19
vaccines until after the November presidential
election. In a Twitter post, Trump said the deep
state “or whoever” at the FDA was making it very
difficult for drug companies to enroll people in
clinical trials to test vaccines and therapies for
the novel coronavirus. The comment came after
Reuters exclusively reported on Thursday that a
top FDA official said he would resign if the Trump
administration approved a vaccine before it
was shown to be safe and effective. “Obviously,
they are hoping to delay the answer until after
November 3rd. Must focus on speed, and saving
lives!" Trump wrote, tagging FDA Commissioner
Stephen Hahn in the tweet. US House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi said it was a “dangerous statement”
and that the president was “beyond the pale”for
accusing the FDA of playing politics.

At least 13 crushed to death

as Peru cops raid club party
At least 13 people were crushed to death or
asphyxiated as playgoers tried to flee a Lima
nightclub raided by police because it was open
in violation of restrictions imposed to fight the
coronavirus pandemic, officials said. At least six
were injured, including three police officers, as
around 120 people tried to escape the Thomas
Restobar club on Saturday night as police
arrived to break up a party on its second floor,
national police and government officials said.
Police detained at least 23 partygoers. Peru
ordered the closure of nightclubs and bars in
March and banned extended family gatherings
on Aug. 12 to fight what is Latin America’s
second highest Covid-19 infection rate,
according to a Reuters tally. A Sunday curfew
is also in effect. Peru had recorded a total of
585,236 coronavirus cases as of Saturday, while
the known death toll has risen to 27,453.

Pakistan denies sheltering
fugitive Dawood Ibrahim

The Pakistan government has released a statement
yesterday over the media reports which claimed
Dawood was being sheltered in the country by
terming such reports as‘baseless and misleading
Pakistan has released a list of 88 banned terror
groups as part of its efforts to wriggle out of tough
financial sanctions. The Pakistan government has
issued two notifications on August 18 announcing
sanctions on key figures of terror outfits. The list
included 26/11 Mumbai attack mastermind and
Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD) chief Harfiz Saeed, Jaish-
e-Mohammed (JeM) chief Masood Azhar, and
underworld don Dawood Ibrahim.

SOURCE: REUTERS, AFP
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A pro-democracy protester poses for a photo during a rally outside the Bangkok Metropolitan Authority
headquarters in Bangkok, yesterday. Protesters have held near-daily demonstrations across the country for
the past month to denounce Premier Prayut Chan-0-Cha -- a former army chief who led a 2014 coup -- and his
military-aligned administration.
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‘Trump has no principles’

US president’s sister calls him ‘cruel’, ‘liar’

'WASHINGTON, United States

Donald Trump's older sister described
the US president as cruel and a liar
whose lack of principles meant he
could not be trusted, according to
secretly made recordings published
Saturday.

It was the latest unflattering insider
account to target the president, only
instead of a jilted aide or business
associate, it was from one of his closest
relatives.

Maryanne Trump Barry, a former federal judge, slammed her brother
over his immigration policy that saw children separated from their parents
at the border and sent to detention centers.

“All he wants to do is appeal to his base,” she said in recordlngs obtained
by the Washington Post. “He has no principles. None.”

“His goddamned tweet and lying, oh my God.”

The recordings were secretly made by the president’s niece Mary Trump,
who published last month a bombshell memoir of the “toxic family” that
produced him. Some 950,000 copies were sold the day of the memoir’s
release, with the White House calling it a “book of falsehoods”.

At one point in the recordings, Barry said to her niece: “It's the phoniness
of it all. It's the phoniness and this cruelty. Donald is cruel.”

The recordings also shed light on the source of an embarrassing claim
in the memoir that the president paid someone to take a college entrance
exam for him.

“He got into University of Pennsylvania because he had somebody take
the exams,” Barry said, adding she even remembered the man’s name.

Local virus outbreak
in Myanmar sparks
fears for Rohingyas

AFP, Sittwe

Rohingya in Myanmar’s conflict-wracked
Rakhine state expressed fears yesterday
of a coronavirus outbreak reaching

their overcrowded camps, after a spate
of infections sent the state capital into
lockdown.

Nearly 130,000 Rohingya Muslims live
in what Amnesty International describes as
“apartheid” conditions in camps around
Sittwe. The city has recorded 48 cases
in the past week, making up more than
10 percent of the about 400 cases so far
registered in Myanmar.

Authorities visited the Thae Chaung
camp this week to talk about social
distancing -- an impossibility as 10 families
typically squeeze into a single house -- and
gave out hand sanitiser and face masks.

An overnight curfew order has been
in place since Friday, while all public
transport -- including domestic flights --
into the capital was suspended.

Some Rohingyas also fear of blacklash as
a local Rakhine parliamentarian this week
blamed the Rohingya for the virus spread in
a Facebook post that was later taken down.
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