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The teachings of the events of Karbala
Imam Hussain (RA) stands tall among even 

the giants peppering Islam’s history, revered 

for his tenacity, indomitable spirit, and the 

ultimate sacrifice he and his people made. 

His spirit often provides inspiration to 

whenever people stand against tyranny, or 

even just to do the right thing. 

Hussain was the beloved grandson of 

the Prophet Muhammad (S); he was the son 

of the Prophet’s daughter Fatimah (RA) and 

Ali (RA), the fourth caliph of Islam.  

The Prophet Muhammad (S) is reported 

to have said, “Hussain is from me and I 

am from Hussain” which scholars have 

explained as meaning, “Hussain has 

acquired his existence through me and is 

the means of the survival of my religion.” 

He is an important figure in Islam as 

he was a member of the Household of 

Muhammad (Ahl al-Bayt) and the People of 

the Cloak (Ahl al-Kisā’), and extraordinary in 

the unique station granted to him by Allah.  

His biggest contribution is understood 

to be the rejuvenation or revival of true 

nature of Islam, which the current rulers 

of the time, especially Yazid, was actively 

corrupting. His role, in essence, in the words 

of the preacher Hazrat Moinuddin Chishti, 

also known as Khwājā Ghareeb Nawaz, is 

thus—

“Sar dad, na dad dast, dar dast-e-yazeed, 

Haqaa key binaey La ila ast Hussain”. Literally, 

it means “Hussain gave his head but not his 

hand (allegiance) to Yazid, Maintainer of the 

truth is not anyone but Hussain.” 

His legacy is the inspiration to stand up 

against wrongdoers and injustice, and has 

spurred on many a movement, and many 

men, like those that participated in the 

independence movement of India against 

the British (1947). This can be surmised 

from the fact that Gandhi reportedly said, “I 

learned from Hussain how to be wronged 

and be a winner, I learnt from Hussain how 

to attain victory while being oppressed,” 

and further, “If I had an army like the 72 

soldiers of Hussain, I would have won 

freedom for India in 24 hours.” 

People like Nelson Mandela also 

followed Imam Hussain’s teachings. Once 

Nelson Mandela said, “I have spent more 

than 20 years in prison, then one night I 

thought of surrendering by signing all the 

terms and conditions of the government.
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