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COUNTRY
Guava rotting in garden as demand
falls amid Covid-19 pandemic

. Price falls to Tk 5 a kg as outside buyers shy away from famous guava centres in
; ; = |Pirojpur, Jhalakathi and Barishal
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GHOSH from Bhimruli, Jhalakathi
The Seed Production Farm set up by BADC in Tangail’s Madhupur I
upazila have gone under floodwaters.

Floodwater destroys
seedbeds of BADC

15,837 hectares of crops have been damaged in
Tangail floods

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail
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Believe it or not, guava is selling
at Tk 5 per kg at the wholesale
markets in Pirojpur, Jhalakathi and
Barishal districts.

Amid lack of demand, ripe
guava is falling off and rotting in
the gardens.

The price sees a drastic fall as
much less than usual number
of wholesalers are coming from
outside during the coronavirus
pandemic, guava traders and
growers said during the two
correspondents’ visit to Bhimruli,
a famous floating guava market in
Jhalakathi Sadar upazila, on Friday.

Kuriana in Nesharabad upazila
of Pirojpur is another big floating
guava market in the region.

Tourists, potential buyers of
guava, are also rarely seen now.
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It was targeted to produce 345 tonnes of
paddy from 242 acres of land during the
current season. However, it was possible to

Aus and Aman seed crop fields of the
Seed Production Farm run by Bangladesh

Agriculture Development Corporation plant paddy on only 60 acres of lands so In previous years, over a
(BADC in the district have been submerged far. . . thgusand .tonne of guava was
by floodwaters. Sanjay Roy, deputy director (farm) of daily sold in ten wholesale centres

Seed Production Farm in Madhupur, said
they were trying to drain out stagnant water
from the submerged seedbed fields.

“We hope the floodwater will recede
within the next 10 to 15 days and we will
try to achieve the production target by

including Bhimruli of Jhalakati
and Kuriana of Pirojpur in the peak
time of July to mid-August, but this
year the sale came down to below
half, said growers, wholesalers
and officials of the Department of

The farm authorities are trying to drain
out the stagnant water from the submerged
seedbed fields, said an official of the farm.

According to the farm in Madhupur,
about 250 acres out of 345 acres of cultivated
fields of the farm in Kakraid area under the

The floating guava market at Bhimruli in Jhalakathi Sadar upazila. PHOTO: TITU DAS

Sadar said he could not sell guava ¢

“Peara-Amra administration of

upazila have been inundated in floodwaters.

The paddy fields have been flooded due
to an increase in water levels of the Banshi
river and Guja Khal (canal) that flows
through the farm area because of the heavy
rain and the rush of water from upstream
since July 8.

As a result, the seed crops of BRRI-
48 variety of Aus paddy on 45 acres of
land have been damaged as it went under
floodwaters.

Although the Aman seedbeds were saved
by the farm authorities, 10 acres of planted
BRRI-87 verity and 12 acres of BINA-17
verity were destroyed by floodwaters.

planting seedlings on the fields,” he added.

On the other hand, according to the
Department of Agricultural Extension
(DAE) in Tangail, different crops including
Aus and Aman, vegetables and lemon of
total 12,198 hectares of lands have been
damaged by floodwaters in 11 affected
upazilas of the district during the second
phase of flood from July 12.

Earlier, 3,639 hectares of different
crops including bona (broadcast) Aman,
seedbeds of transplanted Aman, Aus
paddies and vegetables have been fully
damaged in six upazilas in the first phase
of flood during the first week of July.

Agriculture Extension.

Although guava is sold at Tk 5
per kg in rural markets, it is selling
at Tk 30 per kg in Barisal city and
Tk 60 per kg in Dhaka city.

In Barishal Region, over 20
thousand tonnes of guava worth
Tk 30 crore is produced every year
in around 2077 hectares of land in
43 villages of

Pirojpur, Jhalakathi and
Barishal.
Pabitra Mandal of

Shatadashkathi village in Jhalakathi

in two of his orchards this season.

“I am sending 200 maunds of
guava to Dhaka daily whereas it
was at least 500 maunds in other
years,” said Zakir Hossain, a guava
trader of Bhimruli village.

“Due to coronavirus pandemic,
big  wholesalers of Dhaka,
Narayanganj and Chattogram are
not coming like previous years,’
said Fayzuddin, a wholesale
trader of Kuriana union under
Nesearabad.

Nityananda Samaddar, president

Bagan Malik
Samity at Kuriana”, said setting
up of fruit processing industry is
needed to save the farmers from
loss.

“The authorities set up a
free WiFi zone at Bhimruli
guava wholesale centre, but it
is rarely used by guava growers.
The connection is very slow.
Cooperation at the government
level is needed for marketing of
guava,” he said.

Fiorj Ahamed,
programmer  at

assistant

the  district

Jhalakati,
admitted that the 4G connection
at WiFi zone at Bhimruli guava
market sometimes become
dysfunctional.

Locals demanded arrangement
for proper marketing and setting
up a cold storage to preserve guava
so that growers do not incur loss,
said Chapal Krish Debnath, upazila
agriculture officer of Nesarabad.

“We demand loan facilities for
survival,” said Tapos Samaddar, a
guava trader of Adabari village in
Nesarabad upazila.

SCHOOL'S TOILET CONSTRUCTION

Bamboos used instead of rods

Our CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Bamboo twigs instead of iron rods have
been used in construction of the toilet of
a government primary school in Barguna’s
Amtali upazila. The wash block has collapsed
in three years of construction on Saturday
morning when the school authority started its
repair works.

The students were luckily saved in the
accident as the school remained closed due to
coronavirus outbreak.

Locals have  demanded  exemplary
punishment of the contractor who built the
wash block with bamboos instead of iron rods.

The Department of Public Health
Engineering (DPHE) in Amtali has invited
tender in 2015 for construction of the wash
block of Baithakata Government Primary
School. Md Nurjamal, former convener of
Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) of Amtali
upazila unit, got the work order of Tk 7 lakh for
construction of the toilet.

Sultana Razia, headmaster of the school, said
the contractor continued using substandard
materials from the beginning. The school
authority urged the contractor to stop the work
several times but he continued the construction
work ignoring their request.

She alleged that the then upazila DPHE
engineer Rezaul Karim also helped the
contractor to use bamboo twigs instead of
rods in construction of the wash block. The
construction work was completed in 2017.

Contacted, Rezaul Karim refuted
allegation.

He also said the contractor conducted the
construction work as per the schedule.

The headmaster further said that after
completion of the work, the contractor sought
no-objection certificate from her but she did
not give him the certificate due to low quality
work. A crack has developed in the three years
of construction of the wash block.

The upazila primary education office has
allocated Tk 20,000 this year to repair the crack.
On Saturday morning, the school authority
started the repair work. As soon as worker

the

Bamboos instead of iron rods have been used in construction of the

toilet of Baithakata Government Primary School in Barguna’s Amtali

upazila. It collapsed on Saturday.

Sultan Hawladar started the renovation work,
the wash block collapsed. Then bamboo twigs
came out from the block instead of iron rods.
Sultan then informed the headmaster and local
people about the matter.

Informed by the headmaster, Upazila
Primary Education Officer Mojibur Rahman
visited the spot the following day.

Shaon Khalifa, peon of the school, said on
information, upazila DPHE engineer Tariqul
Islam along with contractor Nurjamal visited
the spot. They then removed the bamboo twigs
from the site.

Local residents-- Murad Khan, Delwar
Hossain and Enamul Khan -- demanded proper
investigation into the incident.

Headmaster Sultana Razia said contractor
Nurjamal used substandard materials from the
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he did not use bamboo twigs in construction of
the wash block.

A group of women from the ethnic community are seen busy catching fish at a roadside ditch
in Shantinagar area of Joypurhat Sadar upazila. The photo was taken a few days ago.
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