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Rajapaksa party on course 
for big Sri Lanka election win

Sri Lanka’s ruling party took a clear lead yesterday 
in early results from parliamentary elections in 
which the dominant Rajapaksa family hope to 

strengthen their grip on power. Counting in the 
island’s south showed Prime Minister Mahinda 
Rajapaksa’s Sri Lanka Podujana Party with 72 
percent of the vote. Since the prime minister’s 
younger brother Gotabaya won a presidential 
election in November, Sri Lankans have largely 
embraced the family’s populist platform. The 
policy programme emerged from a wave of 
nationalist sentiment that followed Easter 

bombings in 2019 by Muslim radicals which 
killed 279 people. The brothers are viewed as 
heroes by the country’s Sinhalese majority for 
orchestrating a ruthless military campaign to 

end a decades-long Tamil separatist war in 2009 
under the leadership of Mahinda. Final results 

were expected late yesterday.

Pompeo wants to eliminate 
Chinese apps from US stores
The US is expanding its China-targeted Clean 
Network program to include Chinese-made 

cellphone apps and cloud computing services 
that it claims are security risks, Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo announced Wednesday. 
Pompeo said the US wants to ban untrusted 

Chinese apps from the app stores of US mobile 
carriers and phonemakers. “With parent 

companies based in China, apps like TikTok, 
WeChat, and others are significant threats to 
the personal data of American citizens, not to 
mention tools for CCP content censorship,” he 

said, referring to the Chinese Communist Party. 
But he added that the US also wants to block 

American-made apps from being pre-installed, 
or made available for download, on Chinese-
made phones and wireless equipment from 

global giant Huawei and other makers. 

Dinosaurs got cancer too!

Dinosaurs loom in the imagination as forces 
of nature, but a new study that identifies the 

first known case of cancer in the creatures 
shows they suffered from the debilitating 

disease too. A badly malformed Centrosaurus 
leg bone unearthed in the Alberta, Canada 

badlands in 1989 had originally been thought 
by paleontologists to be a healed fracture. 

But a fresh examination of the growth under 
a microscope and using a technique also 

employed in human cancer care determined it 
was actually a malignant tumor. “The cancer 
discovery makes dinosaurs more real,” study 

co-author Mark Crowther told AFP. “We often 
think of them as mythical creatures, robust and 

stomping around, but (the diagnosis shows) 
they suffered from diseases just like people.” 

The findings were published in the August issue 
of The Lancet Oncology.

SOURCE: AFP, REUTERS

Grenade attack 
on Pak rally 
for Kashmir 
injures 30
REUTERS, Karachi

At least 30 people were 
injured in a grenade attack 
on a rally in Karachi on 
Wednesday, as Pakistan 
marked the first anniversary 
of India’s revocation of 
Kashmir’s semi-autonomy.

The wounded were 
rushed to different 
hospitals, an official said.

The attack was claimed by 
Sindhudesh Revolutionary 
Army, a separatist outfit 
that wants Sindh province, 
of which Karachi is the 
capital, to break from the 
Pakistani federation. 

It has also announced 
its alliance with the 
Balochistan Liberation 
Army, a militant group 
fighting for greater 
autonomy for the 
Balochistan region.

Beirut blast: Grief turns to anger
Macron visits Lebanon to offer help, urge reform; toll rises to 137, dozens still missing
AGENCIES

French President Emmanuel Macron visited shell-
shocked Beirut yesterday, pledging support and 
urging change after a massive explosion devastated 
the Lebanese capital in a disaster that has sparked 
grief and fury.

“Lebanon is not alone,” he tweeted on arrival 
before pledging Paris would coordinate international 
relief efforts after the colossal blast killed at least 137 
people, wounded thousands and caused billions of 
dollars in damage.

But Macron also warned that Lebanon -- already 
mired in a deep economic crisis, in desperate need of a 
bailout and hit by political turmoil -- would “continue 
to sink” unless it implements urgent reforms.

Public anger is on the boil over the blast caused 
by a massive pile of ammonium nitrate that had for 
years lain in a ramshackle portside warehouse -- proof 
to many Lebanese of the deep rot at the core of their 
state system.

Macron visited Beirut’s harbourside blast zone, now 
a wasteland of blackened ruins. As Macron inspected a 
devastated pharmacy, angry crowds outside vented their 
fury at their “terrorist” leadership, shouting “revolution” 
and “the people want an end to the regime!”

“Come rule us!” one man yelled at the president.
Macron told them he would urge Lebanon’s leaders 

to accept “a new political deal” and “to change the 

system, to stop the division of Lebanon, to fight 
against corruption”.

Macron’s visit to the small Mediterranean country, 
France’s Middle East protege and former colonial-era 
protectorate, was the first by a foreign head of state 
since Tuesday’s unprecedented tragedy.

Two days on, Lebanon was still reeling from a 
blast so huge it was felt in neighbouring countries, its 
mushroom-shaped cloud drawing comparisons with 
the Hiroshima atom bomb.

The deadly explosion left dozens more missing 
and a staggering 5,000 people wounded, many by 
flying shards of glass as windows imploded.

The death toll was expected to rise as rescue 
workers keep digging through the rubble.

According to several officials, the explosion was 

caused by a fire igniting 2,750 tonnes of ammonium 
nitrate fertiliser stored for years in the warehouse.

Even as they counted their dead and cleaned up 
the streets, many Lebanese were consumed with anger 
over a blast they see as the most shocking expression 
yet of their leadership’s incompetence.

“We can’t bear more than this. This is it. The whole 
system has got to go,” said 30-year-old Mohammad 
Suyur as he picked up broken glass in Mar Mikhail, 
one of the worst-hit city districts.

Prime Minister Hassan Diab and President Michel 
Aoun have promised to put the culprits behind bars, 
but trust in institutions is low and few on Beirut’s 
streets held out hope for an impartial inquiry.

Amid the gloom and fury, the aftermath of the 
terrible explosion has also yielded countless uplifting 
examples of spontaneous solidarity.

Business owners swiftly took to social media, 
posting offers to repair doors, paint damaged walls 
or replace shattered windows for free. Lebanon’s 
diaspora, believed to be nearly three times the tiny 
country’s population of five million, has rushed to 
launch fundraisers and wire money to loved ones.

In Beirut, much of the cleanup has been handled 
by volunteers in improvised working groups who bring 
their own equipment and organise online appeals for 
help. “We don’t have a state to take these steps, so we 
took matters into our own hands,” “ said Husam Abu 
Nasr, a 30-year-old volunteer.

US offers $10m 
reward against 
polls meddling
AFP, Washington

US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo on Wednesday 
offered a $10 million 
reward aimed at preventing 
foreign interference in the 
November election, as the 
State Department accused 
Russia of waging an 
increasingly sophisticated 
disinformation campaign.

The reward marks 
one of the most public 
signs that members of 
President Donald Trump’s 
administration are taking 
election meddling seriously, 
despite anger by Trump 
himself over findings that 
Russia has assisted him.

Pompeo pointed to 
efforts by “Russia and 
other malign actors” as he 
announced the effort to 
stop election interference.

The United States “is 
offering a reward of up to 
$10 million for information 
leading to the identification 
or location of any person 
who, acting at the direction 
or under the control of 
a foreign government, 
interferes with US elections 
by engaging in certain 
criminal cyber activities,” 
Pompeo told reporters.

US intelligence 
concluded that Russia 
interfered in the 2016 
election to support 
Trump, especially through 
manipulation of social 
media, although it did not 
find that his campaign 
colluded with Moscow.

Trump has been 
outraged by the “Russia 
hoax” and in February 
removed the director of 
national intelligence over a 
briefing to lawmakers that 
found that Russia appeared 
to want Trump to win a 
new term on November 3.

US officials have also 
warned less specifically 
about China’s efforts to 
manipulate polls.

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

India sees record deaths 
904 killed in 24 hours; Europe tightens curbs fearing second wave
AGENCIES

India has recorded the biggest single-
day fatalities of 904 in the past 24 hours 
as fresh coronavirus infections surged 
by another 56,282 cases to reach nearly 
two million.

The health ministry said yesterday 
the total fatalities touched 40,699. India 
has recorded 20,000 deaths in the past 
30 days.

The ministry also said the recovery 
rate has improved to 67 percent from 
63 percent over the last 14 days. Nearly 
600,000 patients are still undergoing 
treatment. The case fatality rate stands 
at 2.09 percent.

The worldwide death toll crossed 
707,000 as several European countries 
and cities reimposed tighter restrictions, 
including a “wake-up week” in Greece 
and new face mask and quarantine rules 
elsewhere, reports AFP.

The US tallied another 1,262 deaths 
and 53,158 cases Wednesday, marking 
157,930 total deaths and more than 

4.8 million cases -- making it by far the 
worst-hit country in the world.

Chicago will teach online only when 
school resumes in September, the mayor 
said on Wednesday, and New York City 
announced checkpoints at bridges 
and tunnels to enforce a quarantine 
on travelers from 35 states on a list of 

coronavirus hot spots.
The teachers’ union and many 

parents in Chicago had objected to a 
plan to allow students the option of 
attending class in pods of 15 pupils 
twice a week, reports Reuters.

Australia’s second-largest city entered 
the country’s toughest lockdown 
yet yesterday. Melbourne’s streets 
were visibly quieter as non-essential 
businesses were forced to shutter under 
new rules expected to be in place for six 
weeks.

Germany’s health minister said 
the country will introduce mandatory 
coronavirus tests for travellers returning 
from designated risk zones from 
tomorrow.

Poland re-imposed compulsory 
face masks in all public spaces in nine 
districts, the health minister said.

Pakistan yesterday announced it 
would be lifting most of the country’s 
remaining restrictions after seeing new 
cases drop for several weeks.

All restaurants and parks will be 
allowed to re-open from August 10, 
as will parks, theatres, cinemas and 
public transport, said Asad Umar, who 
heads Pakistan’s task force to fight the 
coronavirus.

French President Emmanuel Macron talks to people during a visit to the Gemmayzeh neighbourhood, which has suffered 

extensive damage due to a massive explosion in the Lebanese capital, yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

Standoff with China 
will be a long one
India warns in pulled statement
REUTERS, Guwahati

India’s defence ministry has warned, in a statement since 
removed from its website, that a military standoff with 
China that began with border fighting in June is likely to 
be a long one, despite multiple rounds of talks between the 
nuclear-armed rivals to defuse the tension.

The ministry said in an update for June - which has 
now been removed - that Chinese forces had breached the 
border in the Kugrang Nala and Gogra areas and the north 
shore of Pangong Tso lake in the northern Indian territory 
of Ladakh on May 17-18.

New Delhi says a “violent face-off” that followed the 
intrusion killed 20 of its soldiers in the western Himalayas.

It was the worst outbreak of violence between the giant 
Asian neighbours in decades. China accuses the Indian side 
of crossing the de facto border and provoking its soldiers.

“While engagement and dialogue at military and 
diplomatic level is continuing to arrive at mutually 
acceptable consensus, the present standoff is likely to be 
prolonged,” the Indian defence ministry said in the now-
removed statement, which was posted to Twitter by Reuters 
partner ANI and others on Thursday.

In another development, India’s federal government 
yesterday named a former telecoms minister to lead the 
restive region of Kashmir, where it hopes to accelerate 
economic development and end years of strife. Manoj Sinha, 
a leader in Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ruling party, will 
replace career bureaucrat GC Murmu as lieutenant governor 
of Jammu and Kashmir, a government statement said.

A girl stands along the riverbank as paper lanterns are released on Motoyasu River in front of ruins of the 

Hiroshima Prefectural Industrial Promotion Hall, now commonly known as the atomic bomb dome, in Hiroshima, 

yesterday. Japan yesterday marked 75 years since the world’s first atomic bomb attack, with the Covid-19 

coronavirus pandemic forcing a scaling back of annual ceremonies to commemorate the victims. PHOTO: AFP 


