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Woman 
found dead 
in Jashore
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

Police recovered the 
hanging body of a 
housewife from her in-
law’s house in Jashore’s 
Manirampur upazila on 
Tuesday night. 

The deceased, Sharmin 
Khatun, 20, mother of 
a girl child, was wife of 
Raju Ahmed of Madhupur 
village in the upazila.

Victim’s father Abdus 
Salam, however, claimed 
that his daughter was 
murdered in a pre-planned 
way as there had a feud 
between him and his son-
in-law Raju for the last 
couple of months.   Police 
recovered the body and 
sent it to Jashore General 
Hospital for autopsy.

Famous Madhupur pineapples 
getting back taste and flavour
A section of growers returning to its hormone-free cultivation
MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

When the famous Madhupur 
pineapple started losing its 
reputation amid use of excessive 
hormones for increasing the size 
and early ripening of the popular 
fruit, several growers returned to 
its production in natural ways, 
bringing back its original taste and 
flavour. 

One of them, Nazrul Islam 
of Moterbazar area under 
Mohishmara union 

cultivated ‘Honey Queen’ 
(locally called Jaldugi) pineapples 
on three acres and ‘Giant Q’ 
(locally called Calendar) varieties 
on one acre of his lands this 
season. 

Awal Mahmud, director of 
Nirapod Khadya Andolon, a 
private organisation in the district 
town, bought around 60,000 
Joldugi and 10,000 Calendar 
variety of pineapple from Nazrul 
with advance payment.

They are taking away the 
pineapples from the orchard every 
week on trucks and selling these 
to wholesalers at different places 
including Dhaka and Tangail. 

Mirza Shajahan, quality 
controller of the organisation, 
said the hormone-free pineapples, 
which are juicy and tasty, have got 

so much popularity that the stock 
is sold out within a short time. 

Demand of pineapple is also 
high this year as people want to 
take the nutrotious fruit during the 
ongoing coronavirus pandemic, he 
said.

A pair of Joldugi is selling at 
Tk 50 to Tk 60 while Calender, a 
larger variety, at Tk 70 to Tk 80, he 
added.  

Asma Khan, a housewife of 
Victoria Road in the town, said she 
bought 10 Joldugi pineapples from 
them at Tk 250. 

It is really tasty and have good 
flavour, she added.

Pineapple grower Nazrul, 
who does a government job in 
Tangail, said he started cultivating 
pineapple five years ago but he 
produced the fruits without using 
any hormones for the first time 
this year, being inspired by Sanwar 

Hossain, another pineapple grower 
in adjacent Garobazar area. 

 “I have spent around Tk 3 lakh 
for the cultivation and hope to sell 
the produces for Tk 10 lakh. I shall 
cultivate the fruit on a larger area 
the next season,” he said.

Contacted, Sanwar Hossain said 
he has been producing pineapples 
without using hormones since 
2015 and following him several 
others in the upazila also started 
doing so. 

“Local growers use hormones to 
make pineapples larger and ripen 
it faster for getting early market 
and sell the popular fruit for higher 
prices. The representatives of the 
hormone producing companies 
and a section of agriculture officers 
also encourage them to use the 
hormones in the fruits,” he said.     

Now with the resumption 
of hormone-free pineapple 
cultivation by some growers, 
reputation of the famous 
Madhupur pineapple along 
with its real taste and flavour is 
returning, he said. 

Like many others, Shamsul 
Haque, a large-scale pineapple 
grower of Aushnara area uses 
hormones in his fruits. 

Asked why he uses the 
hormones, Shamsul said the 
pineapple produced without using 

hormone is small in size and looks 
dark green but the buyers like large 
yellow colour fruits.  

“The wholesalers prefer the 
fruits ripened with hormone as 
it lasts about double time than 
the fruits that ripen naturally. 
Moreover, I can take specific 
amount of the fruit to the market 
by ripening it with hormones. 
Otherwise, the fruits ripens on the 
orchard at a time and I incur loss 
for not getting sufficient buyers,” 
he added.

Madmudul Hasan, upazila 
agriculture officer in Madhupur, 
said around two lakh tonnes 
of pineapple is produced on 
around 6,500 hectares of land in 
Madhupur upazila every year.

It is also cultivated on over 
3,000 hectares of land at adjacent 
Ghatail upazila in Tangail and 
Fulbaria upazila in Mymensingh. 

“The hormones that the local 
pineapple growers use are not 
so harmful. However, use of the 
hormones has been reduced a lot,” 
he said.  

“The Bangladesh Small and 
Cottage Industries Corporation is 
looking for a land in Madhupur 
for setting up a food processing 
factory based on pineapple and 
other fruits produce here,” he 
added.

A worker sorts pineapple harvested from the field of Nazrul Islam at Moterbazar under Mohishmara union in Tangail’s Madhupur upazila. 

Below, Nazrul, who cultivates the fruit without using any hormone, holds a Jaldugi variety of ripe pineapple at his orchard. PHOTO: STAR

HC can’t ask JS to enact
FROM PAGE 1

of the law,” the Appellate Division of 
the SC said in the verdict.

Following a writ petition filed 
by Human Rights and Peace for 
Bangladesh, the HC on February 3 
last year declared the Turag a “legal 
person” and a “living entity” and also 
directed the authorities concerned 
to free the river from all kinds of 
encroachments.

The HC issued a 17-point directive 
to save the country’s rivers and 
waterbodies from grabbers and 
pollution.

It directed the Election 
Commission to disqualify people 
responsible for river grabbing and 
pollution from running for public 
office. It declared the principle of 
compensations made by the river 
polluters as a part of the law.

The HC also said the grabbers and 
polluters would not be able to get 
bank loans.

The HC in its verdict asked the 
government to recover the land of the 

Turag under the possession of Nishut 
Jute Mills Ltd of Hameem Group and 
Hossain Dyeing and Printing Mills 
Ltd of Anwar Group.

Challenging the HC verdict, 
jute mills and the dyeing company 
appealed with the SC. The top court 
rejected the appeals on February 4 
this year.

However, the SC held an additional 
hearing on February 17 and passed a 
short judgement the same day.

The SC recently released the full 
text of the verdict after four judges 
concerned of the apex court, led by 
Chief Justice Syed Mahmud Hossain, 
signed it.

In the verdict, the Appellate 
Division said the HC cannot give 
such directives in accordance with 
the law.

However, the three directives of the 
HC mentioned could be its opinions 
or suggestions in such matter of 
public interest, the SC said in the full 
text of the verdict.

The Appellate Division observed, 

“The government must be very 
cautious about deciding the matter 
and the government shall not under 
any circumstances lease or sell any 
land within the boundary of the 
river Turag, including its foreshore 
areas or for that matter, any other 
river of Bangladesh to protect the 
biodiversity, ecological balance and 
environment of Bangladesh”.

“The government or authorities 
concerned must bear in mind that at 
the time of survey it shall always start 
survey from CS [cadastral survey] 
map and then go to RS [revisional 
survey] map and not the other way 
round,” the apex court said.

Lawyer Manzill Murshid, who 
moved the writ petition before the 
HC and placed arguments before the 
Appellate Division on behalf of the 
writ petitioner Human Rights and 
Peace for Bangladesh, told The Daily 
Star yesterday that the government, 
following the SC verdict, could 
recover the land in possession of the 
companies.


