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Guess who the celebrity is?
HINT: HE WAS IN ONCE UPON A TIME IN HOLLYWOOD

GUESS THE CELEBRITY

ANSWER FROM THE PREVIOUS ISSUE:

“ROBERT JOHN DOWNEY JR.”

Here are 
some binge 
worthy 
movie and 
series you 
can spend 
your time 
watching 
while you 
stay at 
home social 
distancing, 
keeping 
yourself, 
as well as 
others, safe.

Girl From Nowhere is a Thai antholo-
gy series, directed by several directors 
including JatuphongRungrueangdecha-
phat, KomgritTriwimol and PairachKhu-
mwan, written by TinnapatBanyatpiyapoj, 
KongdejJaturanrasamee and AtichaTan-
thanawigrai, and stars ChichaAmatayakul 
in the lead. The storyline follows a girl, 
Nanno, who transfers from one school to 
another, exposing the lies and hypocrisy 
of the people there. It was first released 
on August 8, 2018 on GMM 25.

Girl From Nowhere

Jeffrey Epstein: Filthy Rich is a documentary miniseries on Netflix, 
based on the eponymous book by James Patterson, following the 
life of the convicted paedophile, Jeffrey Epstein, and the abuse 
the victims had to go through. It was directed by Lisa Bryant, 
produced by Lori Gordon-Logan and Bill McClane, among others 
under the banners of RadicalMedia, JP Entertainment, Third Eye 
Motion and Picture Company, and features interviews from victims 
such as Virginia Giuffre and Maria Farmer. It was originally 
released on May 27, 2020.

Jeffrey Epstein: Filthy Rich

Breathe: Into the Shadows is an Indian 
crime-drama series, a sequel to the 2018 
series Breathe. It was created and directed 
by Mayank Sharma, written by Sharma 
himself, alongside Vikram Tuli, produced 
under the banner of Abundantia Entertain-
ment, and stars Abhishek Bachchan, Amit 
Sadh and Nithya Menen, among others. 
The plot follows the life of a man who 
has to kill another man in order to free 
his daughter from her kidnapper. It was 
released on July 10, 2020 on Prime Video.
.........................................................................

Amina Hossain 

Breathe: Into The Shadows

Singer Fahmida Nabi recently returned to Bangladesh after 
spending more than four months in England. She was re-
siding there due to the lockdown and, on July 18, the singer 
came back. Fahmida Nabi said, “After coming back, I have 
been spending time at home reading books, watching the 
television, singing and also writing. While I was in England, 
I finished writing and composing two songs:TomaiAktaGaan-
Shunabo and TomakeAj Bola Holo Na. I will be releasing the 
songs soon.” Aside from this, the singer will be performing 
eight songs for a solo show during Eid-Ul-Adha. The show 
will be aired on Bangladesh Television (BTV).

Fahmida nabi’s return

Rafi Hossain:Welcome to Uncensored with Rafi 
Hossain. Today we are here to have a conversation with 
two renowned names of both Bangladesh and West 
Bengal: Rafiath Rashid Mithila and Srijit Mukherji. 
Srijit, do you agree that Mithila is quite popular in West 
Bengal as well?
Srijit Mukherji: Yes, I completely agree with that. 
Mithila has gained popularity in both Bangladesh 
and West Bengal. Similarly, I have also received a 
lot of love and support from audiences in both the 
places.

Rafi Hossain: Due to this pandemic, you are both 
stuck in two different countries indefinitely. How are 
you dealing with the problems that come with this new 
situation?
Srijit Mukherji: I think there are both advantages 
and disadvantages of having to live far apart for so 
long. For instance, people often feel irritated when 
they have to spend a large amount of time together. 
Since we are currently living in two different 
countries, we have not been facing this issue. On 
the other hand, it is difficult to discuss and solve 
arguments and disagreements virtually, which is 
definitely proving to be a challenge.
Rafiath Rashid Mithila: I personally would have 
preferred spending this time with Srijit. Due to our 
busy schedules, we rarely get to spend such an 
extended amount of time together. This would be 
an opportunity to get to know each other even 
better, and enjoy the domestic life.

Rafi Hossain: There have been a lot more cases of 
domestic violence during this pandemic. Why do 
you think this is happening?
Rafiath Rashid Mithila: It has been statistically 
proven that cases of domestic violence and 
violence against women and children have 
globally increased during this pandemic. The 
victims are stuck with the perpetrators in the 
same house, and they do not have the option of 
leaving or seeking help. Additionally, people have 
been living in a small space together for an extended 
period of time, and the economic stress, fear of 
becoming unemployed, and uncertainty about the 
future is definitely adding to the frustration. 

Rafi Hossain: What would you say to couples who 
are thinking of entering a long term relationship or 
marriage?
Rafiath Rashid Mithila: In my opinion, people get 
married to live and spend time together. So, I would 
advise against it, as long distance relationships 
are not very sustainable and should only be 
attempted if extremely necessary. For instance, in 
trying times such as this pandemic, it is completely 
understandable. 

Srijit Mukherji: I believe that this matter is entirely 
subjective, and varies with every individual. Our 
experiences and views may not be applicable to 
other couples as their relationship dynamic can be 
completely different from ours. 

Rafi Hossain: Do you believe that staying apart can help 
bring people together?
Rafiath Rashid Mithila: While I hope we can 
be together soon, technology is helping us stay 

connected, and so we can video call and talk to 
each other quite often. I also realise that this is not 
a situation anyone anticipated, and that everyone’s 
experience is different. For instance, students, 
including my daughter, are adjusting to online 
classes. However, this is temporary, and hopefully we 
will soon get back to our normal routines. 

Rafi Hossain: How do you think this pandemic will 
affect the entertainment industry?
Rafiath Rashid Mithila: I believe that the industry 
is experiencing a change, but we’re adapting to this 
new situation. Like many other artists, I, myself, 
worked on two short films during Eid-ul-Fitr. 
Everyone is finding new ways to channel their 
creativity and continue following their passion. 
Another positive effect that I’ve noticed is the 
hygiene practice, which is something I witnessed 
during my last shoot. 
Srijit Mukherji: Recently, people have become more 
interested and accustomed to 
web series movies. 

But, I believe 
that there is a magic 
to the big screen in a movie theatre, and 
it is not something that will die down anytime soon. 
Under current circumstances, however, there may be 
a significant, but temporary, setback to the industry 
as people are refraining from going to public spaces. 

Rafi Hossain: What changes do you think are likely to 
occur as the industry becomes more web-oriented?
Srijit Mukherji: I expect a lot of changes to take 
place. For instance, it is much easier to tell novel-
based stories using series, as opposed to movies. 
The main reason behind this is the character 
development, which takes place as the series 
gradually progresses. I believe a lot of shows 
following such formats will be created. In the 
end, it all comes down to the type of story that a 
director is trying to tell. I, myself, have been working 
on projects for web platforms even before this 
pandemic, and have become accustomed to it. I 
only expect the volume of such works to increase 

soon. In terms of events, film festivals and concerts 
are shifting to online platforms temporarily in an 
attempt to adjust to the current circumstances. 

Rafi Hossain: Do you think this heavily web-oriented 
format of movies and series will bring the audience in 
Bangladesh and West Bengal closer?
Rafiath Rashid Mithila: I worked on a COVID-19 
related project for cine-technicians for the two 
Bengals. Since it was for charity, the format of the 
work was quite different. Recently, a lot of web-
platforms from West Bengal are also working in 
Bangladesh. I, myself, worked on such a project, 
titled Ekattor, and Srijit will also be taking on one 
soon. I’m confident that this will bring the two 
Bengals closer. 
Srijit Mukherji: It is difficult to find a story that 
audiences from both Bengals can relate to.One such 
movie was MonerManush. I tried to incorporate that 
into my film, Rajkahini. If I am approached with 
such a project, I would definitely be interested. 
I always look for chances to collaborate with 
Bangladeshi artists. Similarly, my fellow directors 
and even some actors are interested in working on 
projects that bring the two Bengals together. 

Rafi Hossain: Srijit, as a director, do you face any 
trouble when you cast actors who are not from West 

Bengal?
Srijit Mukherji: I usually don’t face many 
difficulties. The only issue is the intonation, 
which sometimes differs between the two 
Bengals. So, they are usually cast in roles which 
explain the difference in intonation. Moreover, 
most actors have learnt to adapt to it. 

Rafi Hossain: Mithila, you have been married to 
Srijit for seven months now. Did your perception of 

him change, or is it still the same?
Rafiath Rashid Mithila: I am still getting to know 

Srijit. I discover new things about him and his 
work every day. It has been a very pleasant journey.

Rafi Hossain: What are your plans after this quarantine 
ends?
Srijit Mukherji: I would want everything to go back 
to normal. I’m looking forward to making films 
once again.
Rafiath Rashid Mithila: The first thing I will do 
is go back to Kolkata and visit my family there. I 
also want to go back to working on my PhD and 
resuming my field work and travelling. 

Rafi Hossain: Lastly, do you have any message for the 
readers?
Srijit Mukherji: I would urge everyone to stay home 
and stay safe, and only go out when it is absolutely 
necessary. 
Rafiath Rashid Mithila: Like Srijit mentioned, 
I hope everyone is following the guidelines and 
staying safe. We have a lot to learn from this 
pandemic: being more empathetic, patient, and also 
dealing with unpredictable situations. We should 
also enjoy this time with our family. I hope everyone 
can come out of this crisis as better people. 

Rafi Hossain: Thank you for being with us today.
...................................................................................

Shreya Shomoyeeta

PANDEMIC
Long-Distance
COVER STORY

Popular couple Rafiath Rashid Mithila 
and Srijit Mukherji recently sat down 
for a live interview with Rafi Hossain to 
share insights on their love and marriage 
amidst the pandemic. The artists talked 
about their quarantined long-distance 
relationship and how they are managing 
to maintain their wonderful married life.

GRAPE VINE

Popular actor Bobby recently 
won the 19th Uro-CJFB 
(Cultural Journalists’ Forum 
of Bangladesh)Performance 
Award for the category Best 
Actress for the film Nolok. The 
award function for 2019 was 
recently held online. Aside 
from this, Nolok bagged several 
other awards for different 
categories, includingShakib 
Khan for Best Actor, SakibSonet 
for Best Director, Asif Akbar 
and Kona for Best Male 
and Female Singers, Ahmed 
Humayun for Best Music 
Director and Ferrari Farhad 
for Best Story and Dialogue. 
Bobby said, “Everybody 
desires recognition for their 
hard work. When I receive 
appreciation and accolades 
for my performances, I get 
more passionate about my 
work. This award is a very big 
achievement for me.” 

Bobby wins URO-CJFB 
PERFOMANCE award

Singer Badhon Sarkar Pooja recently did a folk fusion 
song, Nagad Prem, where she modelled for the music video. 
Pooja said, “It is a captivating folk song and my fanbase will 
find me in a new light. I have practised dancing for two days for 
the song, and later, the shooting for the song took two days.” 
The music video is directed by Saikat Nasir. The song is written 
by WasikSaikat, composed by Naved Parvez and the rap part of 
the song is done by G. M. Ashraf.

Pooja’s new songs


