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VIRTUAL COURT

New dimension
in the judiciary

ASHUTOSH SARKAR

A laptop and a smartphone with internet access.

With these, Jamiul Hoque Faisal, a young advocate
of the Supreme Court, was able to move a petition,
place arguments before the High Court on May 17, and
successfully bail out his client in a case filed under the
controversial Digital Security Act.

From his home in the haor area of Kishoreganj,
Faisal participated in court proceedings through
videoconferencing.

Since March 18, Faisal had been staying at his village
in the district’s Nikli upazila, around 100km from Dhaka.

He was not able to return to the capital for two months
because of the pandemic-induced shutdown that ended on
May 31.

The regular activities of courts across the country,
including the Appellate and High Court Divisions of the
Supreme Court, remained closed since the last week of
March. The SC had announced a two-week annual vacation
on March 13.

Beginning on May 11, in line with an ordinance issued
by President Md Abdul Hamid on May 9, virtual courts
were introduced in order to deal with urgent cases after a
gap of a month and a half.

The courts began to hold hearings of the cases and pass
orders over the videoconferencing, without needing the
physical presence of lawyers, the accused, and witnesses
in one place.

Talking to this newspaper yesterday, Faisal said he
moved three cases virtually before he returned to Dhaka
on May 31.

He is still taking part in virtual proceedings while the

Four ‘drug
peddlers’
killed in
‘infighting’

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Cox’s Bazar

Four drug peddlers were
killed in a gunfight between
two groups of dealers in
Teknaf upazila of Cox’s
Bazar early yesterday, said
police.

The dead were Nasir
Uddin, 23, of Kharangkhali
village, Mohammad Anwar
24, of Purba Maheshkhalia
Para, Mohammad Ismail,
25, of Satgharia Para,
and Anwar Hossain, 22,
of Amtoli village in the
upazila.

On information, a police
team rushed to Nayapara
Kharangkhali area where
two groups of drug
peddlers were involved
in the gunfight over yaba
trade around 4:00am, said
Pradip Kumar Das, officer-
in-charge of Teknaf Model
Police Station.

Sensing the law
enforcers’ presence, the
criminals opened fired to
flee the spot, the OC said,
adding that in self-defence,
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A child plays with the rain drops to his heart’s content as it was bucketing in the capital yesterday.

court is functioning through videoconferencing after | Adults prefer to remain indoors amid the pandemic, but it is a bit difficult for children to do so, when it RASHED SHUMON police fired back and found
SEE PAGE 10 COL 2 rains like this. The photo was taken on Mohammadpur Ring Road. SEE PAGE 10 COL 6
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Ganoshasthaya Kendra Founder and Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman will different private hospitals Na.lllb R?za ’ w;:'s oung
Trustee Dr Zafrullah Chowdhury has urged be operated upon to remove a gallbladder over Covid-19 test and gutity ol corruption an
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he has called for eliminating the AR MALLICK CALLS ON INDIRA GANDHI . several associations to REUTERS, Ahmedabad sta;es and Fo }éwlo od.
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meet you. I hope someone at the Prime the letter or the message are not disclosed. over the meeting on space education institute said on Monday. political implications, High
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“... but in Bangladesh, the Directorate SEE PAGE 10 COL 1 in the capital and outside SEE PAGE 10 COL 6 JAMART 455 115 515 655 845
SEE PAGE 10 COL 1 SEE PAGE 10 COL 2 SLUEE ML LD LT

HEE BT

fewma & afame = wow «frem =l g

A e e uE

EEE] giEtEs wWewHn e Wil warse gaviee g mwe | The spread of coronavirus does not appear to be impacted
. . = ol af5T T e T s | 54, B, by seasonality, the World Health Organization said

& | T g S TER T A m e, o Wﬁ“ s even though respiratory viruses in the past did tend to
‘n il | s - - " L

ﬁﬁr:ﬁ ¢"-§9M ""I'Tﬁ"lﬂ-'{-ﬂl‘.'l:ﬂ *qj'-!l']",-I,.'-ETF-.‘.‘J.Eh‘lI "ﬁ_-.‘.'-ﬂ'-rﬂ?'ﬁ Brer s 'ﬂfﬂ'ﬁ-ﬂ Instead of expecting the virus to behave like other

; . - fagaraent T¥s TEi emiere gYelys i [y
No indication o o A

virus seasonal

Says WHO; Moderna, Pfizer eye
year-end vaccine launches

AGENCIES

yesterday, warning against false beliefs that summer is safer.
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viruses that are more familiar, she said people should look
at what is actually known about how to stop transmission
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