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Bank to constitute a nine-member committee to find out 
the loopholes in sanctioning, distributing and recovering 
the loans, and to make necessary recommendations and 
suggestions to this effect, he said.

Advocate Murshid said ,”We have become aggrieved with 
the High Court directive as it did not direct the government 
to form a commission to look into the irregularities... 
That is why, we have filed the petition, seeking necessary 
directives to this effect.”   

The lawyer said he will place the petition before the 
chamber judge for its hearing soon.

Following the petition, the HC on November 3 ruled 
that loan defaulters must make down payment of 15 
percent of outstanding amount to get fresh loans from any 
scheduled bank, as per the 2012 Bangladesh Bank circular. 

 The court, however, said the BB circular issued on May 
16 last year will be valid for the next 90 days so that the 
borrowers can apply for rescheduling their bank loans. 

The central bank issued the circular allowing borrowers, 
who became defaulters by December last year, to reschedule 
loans for 10 years by making a down payment of only 2 
percent instead of the existing 10 percent.

The HC also ordered BB to constitute the nine-member 
committee. The central bank has also been ordered to follow 
the recommendations and suggestions of the committee.

The HC ruled that in future, any commercial bank has 
to appoint its top five officials, including the managing 
director, under the supervision of BB.
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Besides, the minister said, Bangladesh 
is also producing and exporting drugs 
used in treatment of Covid-19 as the 
country over the years have developed its 
pharmaceutical industry.

The foreign minister instructed the 
ambassadors to apprise the Bangladeshi 
expatriates of the various incentives that 

the government declared in addressing the 
fallout of Covid-19. He alerted them to be 
cautious about any negative propaganda 
against the country.

He said the government has declared 
a $12.11 billion package to tackle the 
temporary strain that the country’s 
economy is facing.

Inmate dies at CMCH
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A prisoner of Chattogram Central Jail died yesterday 
morning while undergoing treatment at Chattogram 
Medical College Hospital (CMCH).

The deceased, Md Suman alias Five Star Suman (37), 
was from Ramganj of Laxmipur. 

Kamal Hossain, senior jail superintendent of Chattogram 
Central Jail, told The Daily Star, “He came to the jail on 
August 1 last year after being arrested with yaba and firearms 
by law enforcers from Bayezid Bostami Police Station.”

“He had suffered stroke in jail and fell sick on July 12 
and was undergoing treatment at the hospital. He passed 
away this morning,” he added. 

The body was handed over to his family after autopsy.
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More than 200 awareness programmes -- 
including 40 at educational institutions 
-- have been held since the inception of 
the organisation, said Sagor. They also 
distributed plastic trash cans and placards 
reading words to raise awareness among 
100 hawkers, he said.

Appreciating the initiative, Advocate 
Shibbir Ahmed Liton, secretary of 
Poribesh Rokhha o Unnayan Andolon, 
a Mymensingh-based green organsation, 
said they took a befitting challenge. The 
environment is being polluted in many 
ways, he said. 
Echoing him, Bimol Pal, a freedom fighter 

in the district, said such good deeds can 
be done only by good souls.
Kishore Tripura, a photographer, has been 
involved in BD Clean-Mymensingh since 
the beginning. He said without awareness 
the environment cannot be kept clean.
Dr Reza Hasan Tokey, a medical officer, 
said he joined the voluntary organisation 
being inspired by its works.
When contacted, Mymensingh city Mayor 
Ekramul Haque Titu, also an adviser 
of the organisation, said many throw 
away household waste here and there, 
obstructing sewerage system. BD Clean-
Mymensingh’s campaign can make 
people aware to some extent, he said.

Volunteers of BD Clean-Mymensingh remove garbage from the bank of the river 

Brahmaputra in the city. The photo was taken recently. PHOTO: STAR

Rajshahi divisional 
commissioner, family 
members test positive
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Rajshahi Divisional Commissioner Humayun Kabir 
Khondoker and his family members have tested Covid-19 
positive and are on self-isolation in his government quarters.

His wife Nasrin Khondoker (45), and their son Tanjim 
Mahatab (17), also tested positive for the virus and they 
are staying with the 54-year-old divisional commissioner, 
the highest-ranking government official in the division.

The district’s Civil Surgeon Dr Md Enamul Haque 
yesterday said that all the three family members tested 
positive on Monday night.

The divisional commissioner and his family members 
were staying at home most of the time other than essential 
government activities since the coronavirus began 
spreading, the civil surgeon said.

One of Khondoker’s relatives visited their residence 
recently and later, the relative tested positive. Out of doubt, 
they had their samples tested, said the civil surgeon.

“Their health conditions are good and they are 
asymptomatic,” he said.

In the last 24 hours, 75 people in the district tested 
positive, raising the tally of affected to 2,280. In Rajshahi 
city, the total number of the affected persons is 1,783.

In eight districts of the division, five persons died in 
24 hours till 8am yesterday, raising the death toll to 138. 
At least 10,477 persons were infected with coronavirus in 
the division so far. Among the infected, 1,077 persons are 
undergoing treatment at different hospitals while 2,694 
ones on home isolation. At least 4,592 persons recovered.

One killed, 12 injured 
in road accidents
STAR REPORT

Amid heavy rain and unfavourable road 
conditions, one person died and twelve 
were injured in accidents across three 
districts of the country yesterday. 

Six people were injured as a bus plunged 
into a roadside canal in Janigaon area of 
Sunamganj. The accident took place around 
10:30am when the driver of the vehicle lost 
control over the steering, said Sunamganj 
fire service’s Station Officer Newton Das.

Fire Service and Civil Defence rescued 
six people, three of whom returned home 
after receiving primary treatment while the 
others were admitted at the hospital.

A team of divers from Sylhet and two 
units of Sunamganj Sadar and South 
Sunamganj fire services worked till 1:20pm 
to search for missing persons in the canal.

However, nobody was found and the 
search was declared over, Das added.

In Tangail, a truck driver died and his 
helper was injured when a truck fell into 
a roadside ditch filled with floodwater at 
Sadar upazila’s Gharinda area yesterday.

The deceased is Akter Hossain (40) from 
Bogura. Md Shafiqul Islam, senior station 

officer of Fire Service and Civil Defence 
in Tangail, said driver of the Bogura-
bound wheat-laden truck from Dhaka lost 
control over the steering and the vehicle 
fell into the roadside ditch full with water. 
The driver died due to suffocation.

On information, firefighters rushed to 
the spot, rescued injured helper Md Asadul 
(50) and rushed him to Tangail General 
Hospital. Later, they recovered Akter’s body 
and handed over to highway police.

In Jhalakathi, five were injured after a 
bus hit a leaning tree on the roadside at 
Rajapur upazila early yesterday.

The incident took place around 1:30am 
on Barishal-Jhalakathi-Bhandaria road. 
All five injured were passengers of the bus. 

Quoting locals and victims, Jahid 
Hossain, officer in charge of Rajapur police 
station, said the bus of Saikat Paribahan 
was on its way to Pathorghata, Barguna 
from Chattagram via Rajapur upazila. 

“The bus hit a tree at Boloybari. The roof 
of the bus came off from impact,” he said. 

On information, firemen and cops 
rushed to the spot. The injured were taken 
to Rajapur upazila health complex.

Six were injured after a bus plunged into a roadside canal in Janigaon of Sunamganj.
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US embassy hands 
PPE to armed forces
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The US Embassy in Dhaka has provided personal protective 
equipment (PPE) to the Bangladesh Armed Forces Division 
(AFD) as part of its continued support for Bangladesh’s 
Covid-19 response efforts.

US Ambassador Earl Miller and embassy representatives 
of the US Military’s Indo-Pacific Command handed over the 
PPE to Lt Gen Md Mahfuzur Rahman on Monday.

This is the sixth in a series of planned PPE distributions 
from the US to Bangladesh. To date, the US has provided 
$56.5 million in aid to combat Covid-19 in Bangladesh.

The US-donated equipment delivered on Monday 
includes surgical masks, washable face masks, hand 
sanitiser, surgical gloves, HAZMAT suits, and face shields. 
All of these were purchased from Bangladeshi companies.

AFD personnel are playing a key role in Bangladesh’s 
Covid-19 response, supporting the public and Ministry 
of Health (MoH) initiatives throughout the country, 
including the opening of military hospitals to the public 
in support of Covid-19 treatment, said a statement of the 
US embassy in Dhaka.


