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Road communication cut as 
river devours area in Faridpur

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

The Madhumati river devoured a 90-metre-long 
portion of the road stretching from Kamarkhali 
Bazar to Bir Srestho Shaheed Lance Naik 
Munshi Abdur Rouf Library and Memorial 
Museum at Gandakhali in Madhukhali upazila 
of Faridpur in the district a week ago.

Faridpur Water Development Board (WDB) 
authorities are dumping geo sandbags to 
prevent the erosion but the locals have raised 
questions about the work quality.

A large number of people from 20 villages 
using the seven-km-long road to reach different 
destinations including the upazila and district 
headquarters are facing untold sufferings as 
the road has become almost unfit for vehicular 
movement.

Visiting the area, this correspondent found 
12 workers dumping geo sandbags in the river 
erosion area. At least six homesteads and a 
number of trees are now under threat of erosion 
by the Madhumati.

Mintu Mollah, 34, a resident of Gandakhali 
village, said, “The river caused erosion in the 
area on several occasions during the last 15 
years. It has been observed that when the 
erosion starts in the rainy season, the WDB 
men throw sandbags in the name of preventing 
erosion. But within a few days it was washed 
away.”

Rickshaw-van puller Enamul Khan, 30, 
of Nawrapare village, said, “When the rainy 
season comes, they do name-only protection 
work. If any puller becomes a little careless, he 
can fall into the river.”

Sahera Begum, 49, a housewife of 
Gandakhali village, whose house is only eight 
to nine metres away from the river, said, “We 
are passing days in fear erosion by the river. We 
may even die if the river suddenly devours our 
house at night.”

According to the WDB sources, the protection 
work is being done in the 90-metre portion at 
the cost of Tk 59 lakh and 65 thousand, using 
bamboo and geo sandbags. 

Sultan Mahamud, executive engineer of 
WDB in Faridpur, said, “We are dumping 
geo sandbags to prevent river erosion for the 
time being. We are developing a project for 
permanent protection work on the 11-km-long 
area from Kamarkhali to Bhatiapara. If the 
project is implemented, this problem will be 
solved.”

The Madhumati river has devoured a 90-metre portion of the road from Kamarkhali Bazar to Bir Shrestho Munshi 

Abdur Rouf Library and Memorial Museum at Gandakhali in Madhukhali upazila of Faridpur.

A large number of people from 

20 villages, who use the seven-

km-long road to reach different 

destinations including the upazi-

la and district headquarters, are 

facing untold sufferings
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Char people build 
bamboo bridge on 
self-help basis
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

People in a remote char area voluntarily 
have built a bamboo bridge on a canal of 
the Teesta river to ease communication 
between Harinchara Majherchar in 
Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila and the 
mainland in Haragachh area of Rangpur’s 
Kawnia upazila.

In May this year, char people in 
Khuniyagachh union of Lalmonirhat Sadar 
upazila have joined hands for construction 
of the 200-metre-long bridge on the river 
canal in the union.

As a makeshift arrangement, a bamboo 
bridge on the river canal has been made for 
the first time to ease people’s longstanding 
sufferings, said locals, adding that it finally 
has brought smile to people in the remote 
area.

Bazlur Rahman, 65, a farmer of 
Harinchara Majherchar in the union, said 
they have been urging the local public 
representatives for years to build a bridge 
on the canal to mitigate their longstanding 
sufferings but nobody did pay heed to the 
matter.

Finding no other way, they have 
voluntarily built the bamboo bridge on 
the canal of the Teesta river to ease their 
communication, he said, adding that the 

char people are now very happy to get the 
bridge. 

They now can easily carry their 
agriculture produces after the bamboo 
bridge was built, said farmers in the char 
area, adding that earlier they had to suffer 
a lot for not having any bridge there.

The bamboo bridge was built at a cost of 
Tk 2 lakh, said the growers.

Char people collected donation and 
gave their inputs to build the bridge, 
said another farmer Abdul Awal, 48,  
of the same char area, adding that 
they willingly came forward to supply 
bamboo, wire and nails to build the 
bridge. 

The char people also willingly provided 
financial support to build the bamboo 
bridge, he said, adding that agriculture 
work has now gained momentum in the 
char area after the bridge was built.

Especially during the monsoon, the char 
people suffer much as they have to cross the 
canal of the river by dingy amid risk, said 
Abdul Awal, adding that it is really a hard 
task to build the bridge on self-help basis 
but finally it happened and local residents 
are now very happy. 

The char people have also urged the 
authorities concerned to build a permanent 
bridge on the canal.

Char people in Khuniyagachh union of Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila build 

the bamboo bridge on a canal of the Teesta river on self-help basis to 

ease their communication.   
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Paddy residue collection brings 
joy for them amid Covid-19
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

Around 1,000 ultra-poor women are 
engaged in collecting paddy residues 
from the Boro fields submerged in 
rainwater under Ujirpur upazila of 
the district. These women are doing 
the job to support their families in the 
crisis time of the Covid-19 pandemic.

A local agriculture officer said in the 
Bengali month of Baishakh and Jyestha, 
farmers in the low-lying area harvested 
ripe Boro paddy from thousands of 
acres of land.  Plants grow again from 
roots of the harvested paddy submerged 
in rainwater during monsoon. These 
women then collect paddy residues 
from the submerged fields within a 
month as the general farmers usually 
do not collect such ripe paddy.

During a recent visit to Satla village 
in Ujirpur, this correspondent found 
that two women --Shova Bain, 30, 
and Kalpana Bain, 35, of the area—
were collecting paddy residues from 
a harvested Boro field amid joy. The 
paddy land has literally turned into 
beel as rainwater submerged it. 

More than 50 women in the village 
were found collecting the paddy 
residues from the land submerged 
under two to three feet rainwater.

Kalpana Bain said every day she 
harvested around 30 to 40 kg of ripe 
paddy on one bigha of submerged 
land from morning to noon during 
the rainy season and later put on the 
ground for drying in the sun. 

Kalpana further said her husband 
is a marginal farmer. His income 
has decreased drastically due to 
coronavirus outbreak. In this situation, 

she is helping her husband to run the 
family by collecting the paddy. 

She also added that they usually 
make chira out of the paddy and eat it 
every morning. 

According to the local farmers, 
when thousands of acres of land 
in Satla union were submerged in 
rainwater, a group of low-income 
people collect paddy residues from 
the submerged harvested Boro fields. 

Each person can collect about one 
maund of paddy from one bigha 
of submerged land every day, they 
said, adding that but this year a huge 
number of poor people are engaged 
in collecting paddy residues as the 

pandemic coronavirus has brought 
woe for them.

Upazila Agriculture Officer Zakir 
Hossain said such paddy is grown 
in the low-lying area following the 
harvest of Boro paddy. In Ujirpur, 
over 5,000 hectars of land have turned 
into beel during the rainy season and 
especially women are engaged in 
collecting paddy residues from the 
submerged land this time.

Md Aftabuddin, additional director 
of Department of Agricultural 
Extension in Barishal, said 1.25 lakh 
hectares of land in Barishal region 
have been brought under Boro 
cultivation this year. 

Two women collect paddy residues from a submerged Boro 

field at Satla village in Barishal’s Ujirpur upazila. The photo 

was taken recently.
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Local people, family 

members and relatives 

form a human chain in 

front of Pabna Technical 

School and College in 

the town yesterday, 

demanding proper 

investigation and justice 

for the killing of Md 

Tanjib Sheikh, 30, of 

Ramchandrapur village, in 

a ‘shootout’ with cops on 

Wednesday. 
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