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Mohammad Razzakul
Hossen Tutul, managing
director of the Root Group
of Companies, and Bashar
Khan, CEOQ, attend the
launch of protective gear
designed with Swiss
technology called the
‘Gorona Killer’, at an event
recently. The group claims
that the fabric, which

can be used at home or
hospitals, is capable of
killing viruses such as
influenza and coronavirus
and can effectively protect
against the transmission of
various pathogens.
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China’s factory gate deflation

AFP, Beijing

China'’s factory-gate prices fell at a
slower-than-expected rate in June,
official data showed, as the country
works towards recovering from the
coronavirus while grappling with a
heavy blow to global demand.

The producer price index (PPI)
fell three percent from a year ago,
according to National Bureau of
Statistics data, but remains weak
owing to the COVID-19 pandemic
fallout.

PPI has been at four-year lows
recently, shrinking 3.7 per cent in
May.June was also the first time
that producer prices rose since
the COVID-19 outbreak struck in
January, noted Martin Rasmussen,
China economist for Capital
Economics.

He said this adds to evidence
that industrial demand mostly
recovered by the end of the second
quarter.China is working to bounce
back from a historic economic
contraction in the first quarter
caused by the coronavirus, which
shut down much of the country.

But the world’s second-largest
economy now faces a threat from
weakening global demand as the

virus hammers key trading partners.
The PPI pick-up comes as prices of
international commodities saw
some recovery in June, and as the
domestic manufacturing industry
and market demand improved, said
NBS senior statistician Dong Lijuan
in a statement.

Analysts polled by Bloomberg
had expected PPI to fall 3.2 per
cent.China’s consumer price index
(CPI) came in at 2.5 per cent, a 0.1

REUTERS/FILE
An employee working on a new energy vehicle assembly line at a BYD
factory in Huaian in China.

a pick-up in food prices and in line
with forecasts.

In particular, pork prices, a
driving factor behind surging
inflation last year, rose 81.6 percent
on-year in June, a similar pace to the
month before.Dong said a slower
rate of pig slaughtering, epidemic-
prevention restrictions and a drop
in imports had led to tighter supply
of the staple meat.

Lu Ting of Nomura added that
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in June, partly driven by floods
in south China.Xing Zhaopeng,
economist with ANZ Research, told
AFP that PPI is unlikely to turn
positive this year and there is little
that Chinese policymakers can do
to change that since much relies on
international prices and factors.

“Many Chinese companies have
revenues from overseas markets.
If the US, for example, is suffering
from COVID-19, I don't think their
business outlook can turn positive,”
he said.Xing said whether Chinese
stimulus steps will help the situation
remains “debatable”, adding that
lingering uncertainty will cause
many companies to exercise caution
in business decisions.

Moody’s Analytics said in a recent
report that although production
activity and exports continue to
recover, domestic demand remained
relatively soft until May. “While an
increase in economic activity should
improve employment conditions
and aid consumption, we expect
confidence to stabilise gradually,”
said Moody's.

In early June, Beijing saw a new
coronavirus cluster break out at a
massive wholesale market, adding

TikTok’s Hong Kong exit a
‘win-win’ business move

A¥pr, Hong Kong

Viral video platform TikTok's withdrawal
from Hong Kong is a savvy commercial
move that sidesteps thorny privacy issues
but it will not shield the app completely
from accusations of collusion with China,
experts say.

As Facebook, Twitter and other US tech
giants risk angering China by refusing
to share Hong Kong user data, Chinese-
owned TikTok has also portrayed an image
of principle by pulling out of the territory.

The moves were triggered :
by China’s imposition of a
security law on Hong Kong
last week aimed at quashing
a democracy movement,
and gives police new powers
to censor the internet.

TikTok's exit from Hong
Kong was partly an effort
to shake off the “label of
it being a company that is
controlled by China and
shares data with the Chinese
government,” Zhu Zhiqun,
a political science professor
at Bucknell University in
the United States, told AFP.

However TikTok’s parent
company, ByteDance, has
a similar app for mainland
China called Douyin that
does share users’ data with the Chinese
government. And while Douyin is not
officially available for download in Hong
Kong, ByteDance is happy for it to be used
in the city of seven million people.

“The company does not have plans to
make Douyin available on the Hong Kong
app store, but Douyin has local Hong Kong
users who have downloaded it in mainland
China,” a ByteDance spokesman told AFP.

Leaving Hong Kong allows TikTok to
focus on building its increasingly lucrative
American market, while ceding only a little
bit of ground to its sister app, according to
tech expert Elliott Zaagman. “(TikTok is)
primarily concerned now with staying alive
in the United States,” said Zaagman, who
writes for the Lowy Institute think tank
in Australia and presents the China Tech
Investor podcast.

“TikTok will lose their Hong Kong users,
but Douyin will gain their Hong Kong
users... it's kind of a win-win.

“TikTok and Douyin are among the
worlds’ most popular apps, with more than
2.2 billion downloads, according to US-
based research agency SensorTower.Their
kaleidoscopic feeds of 15 to 60-second
video clips are often fun and humorous,

—

tutorials to dance routines.

However, with its rising popularity in
the United States, TikTok has also come
under increasing scrutiny from the US
government.US President Donald Trump
said this week he was considering banning
it as a way to punish China over the
coronavirus pandemic.

Other top American lawmakers have
raised concerns over the potential for
Tiktok to leak users’ data to the Chinese
government.

AFP

The logo of ByteDance, the owning company of video
sharing app TikTok, is seen on its headquarters building
in Beijing on Wednesday.

“TikTok is a potential counterintelligence
threat we cannot ignore,” two senior US
senators wrote last yearIndia -- where
TikTok is also wildly popular -- recently
blocked the platform on national security
grounds following a deadly border clash
between its soldiers and Chinese forces.

TikTok staunchly denies snooping
allegations.

“We have never provided user data to the
Chinese government, nor would we do so
if asked,” a spokesman said on Wednesday.

TikTok has also faced questions on
whether it hides videos from Hong
Kong's protests to appease the Chinese
government. Searches this week on TikTok
for #democracy and #independence in
Hong Kong came up with no videos,
according to AFP research.However some
hashtags, including #nationalsecuritylaw
and #HongKongindependence, did
produce results.

ATiktok spokesman denied any censorship.
“To be clear, we have no restrictions on
political content, unless it violates our
community guidelines, such as hate speech,”
the spokesman told AFP on Wednesday.

“We do not remove videos on the basis of
content negative toward China, including

point rise from May, on the back of vegetable prices surged as well

to concerns around food supplies.

featuring everything from make-up Hong Kong protest content.”

T A B 0L S000, 000 09 58 30, 2%

HI SR AT FIHE
CEF RIS
siTgfeE
www.dss gazipur.gov.bd

&
""‘.- i
oy Ju i [/

T & ':I.Il'l.l ':'.ln'-'.'-l'.:ﬁl_r.lf.j:

waoq fsfe

wHArET
Al

HETEE] M-I
AT Ny v
WS, WRIRR S e, TR AT 0 (R ST, STRI

FrAfiE TR

oY

=2

[ FRATEE WaHK AW
L)

o 1 I TR

w1 e
H040-300) ™ TR TR ATHAAEER SAnis (AT s sfewrey Rt v
s, STR e, e, e, seveA @ Py o wmeE

v R = aThee

Ry ek e aoo, o0 e, de, 2 T afedlaedalia

ol | T EmTE A obleafacsniEs
ERET T g e et (M)
o | R e e S wry it |G08)

FE] R ST =,

F WaoaY IiTew ®T

aa | e e R o e
o =T == wili a T
48 TAFE SR (4T T 4 FEY

apya-deay W ey Aatecrn wiiress =fEsivre ditee ooy ffey amaifon i
fearfioem e s, ETERT e (A, T, WhET, SR (A, 0 aE e, v,
ettt g T (Eip e l-l-‘! ifirsrt e i SThme w1y, Tl O T g
fafi ToTaie (m-ae) AT

Sifodf ool e ¢ oo wiFE =l

wlanyfaaaais W T4 34,05 Wi iy

4yl 0 30Tl TR B9 4,00 T M0 91 BT SAWTE ATERTT S5 508 S0
A (W o e )

b1 T W Wl [ =

= TR O S

| T B AT B 5 Tere T e (apE ), GO o Teie e cwe el
l'.-Flrllﬂ'.;'l_ B ) TR WA, AR, ¢ ) 0y [ e a e s, n;-'l-l-ll-"-:'ﬁ"_ M
AW o T, SN, 0 ) S W, T, v TS R AlsaE o
W, =I5 ﬂlﬁl{: & | EE ST SR, 'r'-:?-"j.-l

TR EPTPVET AT, R TR W £ R el A

% FAY%E A (I S

(BT EPTSRE A TR, *'I-E"':"

1) WHATEE T

{3 T et mfees
(=) Pty e et mrer s, A =Ry e ST TR, T

i WiEmw ST THESTETY TN WTHW MWW L9 ETH (ST S Wi e ue

TREC LG

1 | =a o Ll CEETHT BRI o WTHT (RS- i 000 - 3aeh-F | STFTSmIH)

3wty

farfE-3238

w1 fAee o
] Eis S fefaEe oo e e EL L]
{ | wferam
=, %THT & AT (ST 8 it - HIF (WA Tamm e, B e @ o
S =i (aee), B Pm SEm ey (aivEn,
o, T, Y ST & WA e - K AT, Tl A, s, ueE fas
AT 8 TR O, SRR, TRERE
fin e (wPeE),  wEm, el
AR, T, T A7 s
i, # oy i,
W, ATHT & ATHITIHTINE (WA= & S Xl o s HE et T wiaey, T =TT,
ofwrlion) i Fopmen, g, el AT |
o T
[ | P e 2oy | i Fre EfEETTE W T
sk, FEYRE SR R A i &, A, FheE T
ak,  FEYD HEER AT R 1 (AR
0, HOYE STl sa e i CE ST SR, AT
3. WA SIS R W oI e i ol-B3%hodo

(=) Pty nos o Ffrem- ool (AT o a9 a0 WEEY TR TRIARETE S e T
(%) e wemrer el o Sye aem aof orre sl = alfs oo sniem s s T

() 3" ST O THRE ST TIOTOE I S SR

() P Fremr fere wr oy et =fife =

(%) e e Wi A (o R TS R TR ST AITETE WE] T W

T T
v

(WD es-REatmeds

E-=%9; dogazipunimopa, go b

v I
Dhaka Power Distribution Co. Ltd. 23 emnitmm
BT e ERGRE i Ffbs (femie) G
{Am Emlerprse of the Governmsenl of the Pesples Repubilic of Baagladesk)
Fereye, et (o ), 3 TR TR (R, WTRL-booo
Web site : wwwodpde. gov. b
e-Tender Notice
e-Tenders are invited through the nationnal e-GFP portal for the following procurement of
wirks/gonds.
e-Tender Name of Works | Closing & Opening Procuring Entity/
1] | Date & Time Contact Persons
- | Md. Mahbubur Rahman
i Superintending Engineer
.. Contract & Procurement Circle
Procurement of works for repairing | haka Power Distributi
damagedburmt distribution | ey u';.m"
391532 | ransformer & maintenance of old | b Sy BRG]
i . 02:00 PM | Biddut Bhaban 3™ Floor)
distribution  transformer  under .
workshop DPDC, I Mo Abdul Goni Road,
Dihaka- 1000,
Ph: 9567258, Fax: 9568349
- - E-mail: secpiidpde.org.bd
Interior works and related works on
the DPDCs rented space on 3rd floor Md. Mehedur Raliman
476418 of Eastern Tubes Bulding at 1 5-Jul-Z2020 Superintending Engineer
Tejgaon for shifting of the office of | FAR0:00 Civil Works, DPDA, Dhaka
the Executive Engineer, NOCS, | House No-47
lejmacn under DFDC, | Road No.-135
Development  and  inferior  works Gulshan Circle-1
including other related civil, electric Dhaka-1212.
and sanitary works for shifting of the | 15 Jul-2020 Phone # 9892660
476239 | office of Executive Engineer, NOCS NI . il{l';l}!:J. Fax # 9892170
Faribag on 3rd floor of Green Road SeeE Email # secwiridpde.org.bd
Dormitory 3311 kv sub-station
under DPDC.
Yearly emergency Maintenance Re-
Covery & Renovation Works of
1KY, 104KV & 04 KV | BA0EZ020 (Md. Masir Uddin}
475584 | Owverhead Lines &  Distribution 1530 pm Superintending Engineer (Add.
Transtormer at different | IEY teeder Charge)
for the financial year 2020-202] MOCS Circle Basaboo
under jurisdiction NOCS Banasree, Dhaka Power Diastribution Ce.
D Led.
Yearly emergency Maintenance Fe- Taltola Jheelpar, Khilgaon,
Covery & Renowvation Works of Dhaka
1KY, 104KV & 04 KY | 30820 Ermail: sebasabooimdpde org bd
474548 | Overhead Lines &  Distribution 1530 pm Ph: 35120446
Transformer at different 1 1KY feeder Mob-01T730335 164
for the financial year 2020-202]
under jurisdiction NOCS Basaboo,
_leeoc. _
The inerested persons/Tirm'may visit website (hifpo'www eprocure gov. bd) to get the details.
DEM (HR) Pablic Relations, DFC




