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Let me breathe
Underneath my black skin
(there is) red blood,
Wilting like a fresh rose
My breath—
One by one, the petals are falling
Let me breathe—

I can’t breathe.

That sky is blue, 
Let me see it
White peak of the White House
Let me see—
Over there, democracy is coming alive
Or dying
Let me breathe

I can’t breathe.

Your powerful knee
Choking me
I can no longer sing
Yet they say, from my black voice
Innocence falls—ivory innocence
I can’t breathe

Let me breathe.

With these powerful hands
I hurled that ball
In delight, dismay
The crowd roared once 
I triumphed.   
Now my arms are paralysed
I can’t move them. 

Let me breathe.
I can’t breathe.   

I am forgetting 
My mother’s face
My childhood memories
They are blurring —Quincy, Xiana
My playground
Jesus Christ.
Inside a dream 
In intense pain
One last time
I cry out —I can’t breathe! 

With a flock of birds
I spread my wings
I fade
Into that distant horizon.
On the last melancholy breeze
My lament remains
Let this black life breathe.
I can’t breathe.
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Asaduzzaman Noor’s career in the showbiz industry began when he joined 
‘Nagorik Natya Sampradaya’ back in 1973. Since then, he has gone on to 
appear in several popular television dramas, theatre plays and cinemas. Not only 
has he excelled in acting, but he is also a talented poet known for his recitation 
skills, and he even took part in the general elections of Bangladesh multiple 
times, with the first being back in 2001. In 2014, he was made a Minister for 
the Ministry of Cultural Affairs. In this interview with Rafi Hossain, he talks 
about his recent poetry ‘Let this black life breathe’, what he hopes the world will 
be like after the pandemic and about his journey in acting.

Breathe into the verse of life

Rafi Hossain: Welcome to Uncensored with Rafi Hossain. 
Today, we are here with a very special guest, Asaduzzaman 
Noor. Noor bhai, tell us about your recent poetry based on the 
murder of George Floyd.
Asaduzzaman Noor: Truth be told, I don’t get to write 
much poetry nowadays. I used to write mostly when I was 
in school and college, and some of the poems I wrote then 
were even published. Now, I’m very busy with other things, 
so I had to take a break from poetry. But, after the murder 
of George Floyd, like a lot of people, it affected me, and I 
decided to turn my feelings into words again and wrote a 
piece about it. I read it to my daughter and wife, and they 
both seemed to like it. So, I recorded it and uploaded it 
online, and it got a lot of positive feedback. A lot of people 
from both here and abroad called me to say that they really 
loved it. However, just because I wrote this piece doesn’t 
automatically mean that I am a poet and I am going to be 
writing regularly.

Rafi Hossain: If there are more events in the future that really 
affect you, will you be writing poetry about those?
Asaduzzaman Noor: I once saw a picture of a child 
who was injured in an accident, and the child’s family 
was running from one hospital to another searching for 
treatment. Unfortunately, that child did not survive. After 
reading about that story, I felt very sad, and I wrote a piece 
about that. However, I never published that piece. So, if 
an event occurs that makes me feel emotional, I will write 
about it.

Rafi Hossain: What made you start reciting poetry?
Asaduzzaman Noor: It started when I was in school. We 
had many competitions for reciting poetry, and I took part 
in them. My parents were both teachers, so even at home, I 
would recite poetry. When I used to read, my father would 
help me with my pronunciation, and that helped me. My 
father was also very adept at recitation.

Rafi Hossain: How did you start doing it professionally?
Asaduzzaman Noor: When I came to Dhaka in 1968, 
people were protesting the Pakistani government. It was 
around October, and most Awami League leaders were 
in jail or hiding. So, the students were protesting a lot. I 
was involved in the protests, and I think that I am very 
fortunate as I got to see history unfold in front of my 
eyes. Back then, I was involved in theatre, but mainly in 
an organisational role. The Motia Group had a cultural 
platform, and we used to organise a lot of plays there. Not 

many plays would be held back then, so we would bring 
in students, teachers and even office workers who would 
do plays and have them perform. Syed Hasan Imam would 
direct most of our projects. People like Golam Mostofa, 
Anwar Hossain, Abul Hayat, Lucky Enam and many other 
famous names were involved with us. Back then, I would 
do whatever job I was required to do. I would be the 
prompter, I would arrange tea for everyone, and sometimes 
I would do some small roles. That was my experience of 
theatre before the independence. In 1972, I was made a 
narrator for a musical directed by Abul Hasnat. I received a 
lot of praise for that, and that’s how it started for me.

Rafi Hossain: After this pandemic is over, do you think that 

we will all be more humane?

Asaduzzaman Noor: I see that a lot of young people are 

standing beside others to help, and I think that they won’t 
stop doing so after this pandemic is over. I also believe 
that now, we will see people be more empathetic towards 
others and help make things easier for other people. 

Rafi Hossain: You have always had a very iconic beard. Tell 
me, what inspired you to grow a beard?
Asaduzzaman Noor: After the liberation of Bangladesh, 
I joined the Press Information Department as the press 
relation officer, but I also had to do translations. Back 
then, I used to live in Bakshibazar, and the office was in 
Dhanmondi. It took me a couple of hours to reach the 
office. So, I had to wake up at six in the morning and 
leave the house by seven. In one hour, I had to shave, get 
ready and make my breakfast. It was very difficult for me, 

so I decided to reduce one task and started to grow my 
beard. After that, everyone told me that the beard suited 
me, so I kept it. However, after I started acting, many 
people questioned how I can play different roles with this 
beard. To that, I always said that people from all walks 
of life in Bangladesh sport beards, so I don’t see why it 
would be a problem for me to have a beard.

Rafi Hossain: How did your friendship with Humayun 
Ahmed start?
Asaduzzaman Noor: He appreciated my acting, and we 
bonded while doing dramas. While we were shooting 
a drama, I had to do a scene which would take only a 
couple of minutes, but it ended up taking a couple of 
hours, so I got frustrated and expressed how I felt about 
it. Humayun Ahmed got angry at my remarks, and he said 
if I wanted, I could just go. So, I just left. Then, around 
midnight, I heard the doorbell ring at my house, and I 
saw that Humayun Ahmed had come. He came with his 
crew and had a bouquet in his hand. We then shot the 
scene the following day.

Rafi Hossain: You excelled in both dramas and theatre; how 
come you didn’t do many cinemas?
Asaduzzaman Noor: When I used to act regularly, we 
didn’t get many opportunities to do films. But, when I 
got the opportunity, I did films like Aguner Poroshmoni, 
Chandrokotha and Hooliya, among a few others.

Rafi Hossain: Thank you for talking to us, Noor Bhai. It 
was great to talk to you and discuss these topics.
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GRAPE VINE

After a four-months long 
hiatus due to pandemic, 
noted television actor 
Mosharraf Karim is back for 
shooting. He was finally able 
to stand in front of a camera 
this month. Recently, he has 
completed shooting for a 
drama, titled Baro Loker beti 
for Eid-Ul-Adha. Starring 
opposite of him, actor 
Urmila Srabonti Kar will be 
seen on screen. The drama is 
directed by Rafat Majumder 
Rinku. Aside from this, the 
actor also shot a drama, 
titled Wish by Raihan Khan. 
He will also start shooting 
for a seven-episode series 
titled Girgiti.

MOSHARRAF KARIM 
resumes shooting

National award-winning actor Sadika Parvin Popy has been 
staying at her hometown, Khulna, for nearly four months now. 
During this time, the actor has been facing trouble with social 
media. There are many fake accounts under her name on Face-
book. Popy said, “People opened many Facebook accounts and 
pages using my name. But, I have only one official account. If 
people get scammed from those accounts it is not my fault. I 
would like to make my fans and followers aware and request 
them to be more careful.” She added, “The entertainment in-
dustry has fallen back due to the pandemic. However, I believe 
if we all stand hand in hand together, we can revive the industry 
post-pandemic.”

POPY’S
hope for the future

Popular singer Asif Akbar will be releasing a new song written 
and composed by renowned Indian-Bangla songwriter 
and singer Kabir Suman. The musical arrangements for the 
song, Syriar Chele, has been done by Shawkat Ali Emon. The 
lyrics of the song depicts the struggles of a three-year-old 
Syrian child, whose life forever gets marked by the conflicts of 
war. Asif Akbar said, “I get emotional when I see inhumanity, 
and Kabir Suman wrote a song which touches that very 
emotion in my heart. I feel fortunate to be part of this 
wonderful project.” The song will soon be released under the 
banner of ARB Entertainment.

ASIF 
AKBAR 
on kabir suman’s 
composition

Here are 
some binge 
worthy 
movie and 
series you 
can spend 
your time 
watching 
while you 
stay at 
home social 
distancing, 
keeping 
yourself, 
as well as 
others, safe.

The Politician is a comedy-drama web 

television series on Netflix. It has been 

created by Ryan Murphy, Brad Falchuk 

and Ian Brennan, produced by 

Kenneth Silverstein, Todd Nenninger 

and Lou Eyrich, among others, and 

stars Ben Platt, Zoey Deutch and Lucy 

Boynton, alongside Gwyneth Paltrow 

and Jessica Lange, among others. The 

story revolves around the different 

political elections of an ambitious 

teenager who has his heart set on 

becoming the president someday, and 

is ready to do anything to make his 

dream come true. It was originally 

released on September 27, 2019.

THE POLITICIAN

It’s Okay to Not Be Okay is a South Korean romantic 
television series on Netflix. It has been directed 
by Park Shin-woo, produced under the banner of 
Studio Dragon, Story TV and Gold Medalist, with Kim 
Soo- hyun and Seo Ye-ji in the lead. It tells the story 
of a healthcare worker at a psychiatric ward and 
an author with an antisocial personality disorder 
who help each other, and slowly fall in love. It was 
originally released on June 20, 2020.

IT’S OKAY TO 
NOT BE OKAY Into the Night is a Belgian sci-fi thriller TV show, first aired 

on May 1, 2020 on Netflix. It was created and developed 
by Jason George, produced under the banner of Entre 

Chien et Loup, and stars Jan Bijvoet, Nabil Mallat and 
Pauline Etienne, among others. The storyline, which is 
based on the novel The Old Axolotl by Jacek Dukaj, follows 
passengers of a hijacked plane as the world below them 
perishes being exposed to sunlight.
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