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Treatment seekers wait for their turn at Tengrakhali Community Clinic in Kachua upazila of Bagerhat.
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Community clinics provide
helptul service in remote areas

More people in Bagerhat approach the local treatment facilities,

Kuakata Rakhine market’s
field remains inundated
for half the year

Our CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

The only ground in front of Kuakata
Rakhine Mahila Market in Kalapara upazila
of the district remains under water for six
months of the year due to lack of proper
drainage system. The field is used for public
meetings, cultural functions and as helipad.
Different political parties also arrange their
party meetings here.

Apart from this, local youths use the
field for playing cricket, football, volleyball
and badminton.

The field remains inundated in the rainy
season, especially from May to October
every year, much to the trouble for tourists
and locals. Tourists from home and abroad
visit the area as there are several hundred
of shops including the stores of Rakhine
around the field.

The problem mainly arose during
monsoon as the water cannot go outside
due to lack of proper drainage system, said
locals.

Local cultural organisation arranges
different programmes on the ground
marking the Victory Day and Independence
Day as Kuakata municipality has built a
stage on the eastern side of the field.

Uchuw, a female trader at the mahila
market, said the field was open earlier
and rainwater could drain away easily, but
recently many structures have been built
around the field, blocking the flow of water.

Customers feel uncomfortable while
visiting the market during the time as their
dress often got wet, she added.

Asadul Haque, a tourist from Pirojpur,

said it is very sad that the field now remains
under rainwater but when he visited the
area during summer two years back, it was
very attractive spot.

Lucky Begum, another tourist from
Barishal, said many people visit Kuakata
and buy different goods from the Rakhine
mohila market but now it is very difficult to
buy anything from the market as the field is
filled with rainwater.

The authority concerned should
take immediate steps to remove water
from the field considering interest of
local businessmen including Rakhine
community, she said.

Locals said, Kalapara  upazila
administration built two separate helipads
on the field but these helipads lie useless
during monsoon as the ground remains
under rainwater.

Rumman Imtiaz Tushar, owner of
Kuakata Elish Park, said despite repeated
pleas, the authorities concerned are yet to
take any steps to remove water from the
field.

Hossain Amir, a cultural activist in
Kuakata area, said they cannot arrange
cultural function here as the field remains
under water for six months of the year.

Contacted, Kuakata  municipality
Mayor Abdul Bareq Mollah said they are
implementing a drainage project in the
municipality area, but its work has been
hampered due to rainfall for several weeks.

Once the drainage work is completed,
waterlogging problem in the area will
reduce significantly, said the mayor.

avoiding distant hospitals during Covid-19 pandemic

PARTHA CHAKRABORTTY, Bagerhat

The number of patients in the community
clinics sees a steady rise as the common people
prefer to get health services at the locality
instead of going to upazila and district hospitals
during the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.

There are 205 community clinics, mostly
in remote areas, in nine upazilas of Bagerhat
district.

Of them, 32 community clinics are in
Bagerhat Sadar, 51 in Morrelganj, 19 in
Sharankhola, 13 in Mongla, 12 in Kachua, 24
in Rampal, 16 in Fakirhat, 19 in Chitalmari and
19 in Mollahat upazila.

In each of the clinics, a community health
care provider (CHCP) gives regular services five
days a week from 9:00am to 3:00pm while a
health assistant and a family welfare assistant
are employed for field level service three days
a week.

Rasul Islam Rubel, CHCP at Tengrakhali
Community Clinic in Kachua upazila, said

average every day.

“I have got two PPEs, five masks and hand
sanitizer from the upazila health office.

We are providing regular services to the
grassroots people amid risk as many patients
have a lot in common with the symptoms of a
coronavirus infection.

“Patients come to us with fever, runny nose,
cough, sore throat, stomach ache, headache,
vomiting and diarrhoea. We try our best to serve
them, along with giving awareness advice,” he
said.

Runa, 36, of Tangrakhali area, said she got
medicine for fever and runny nose when she
went to the community clinic.

“This community clinic gives much service
when we do not want to go to the upazila
health complex in the time of corona. We get
medicine free of cost here,” said a woman who
came with her two-year-old baby suffering from
fever.

Malina Biswas, CHCP at Malipatan
Community Clinic, said, “I have got PPE but as

wear it during the hot weather. We are serving
around 40 patients daily, most of them women
and children.”

Kachua Upazila Health and Family Planning
Officer Md Monjurul Alam said they provided
PPEs, masks, and hand sanitisers to CHCPs
of 12 community clinics in the upazila for
protection from coronavirus infection.

“In this critical period, the community
clinics are providing regular health services
to the grassroots people. Our health complex
has also continued treatment. Two Covid-19
patients have already cured and three others
are under treatment here. Our pharmacist
Abul Kalam Azad, who regularly served the
patients, has been tested Covid-19 positive,”
he said.

Bagerhat Civil Surgeon KM Humayun Kabir
said, “Safety equipment has been provided
by the district health office as staff of the
community clinics are serving the people in
remote areas during the coronavirus outbreak.
We are also trying to increase the capacity of

Kuakata Rakhine Mahila market’s field in Patuakhali’s
Kalapara upazila remains inundated for six months of the

year due to lack of proper drainage system.
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35 to 40 patients come to the clinic on an our clinic has no electricity it is impossible to community clinics.”
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