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PRAYER TIMING JULY 6

July 6, 1972

SHAMSUDDOZA SAJEN

BANGABANDHU ADVISED 
COMPLETE REST
Prime Minister Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who was taken ill on late 
yesterday night with serious pain in the abdomen 
is now under treatment. His personal physician 
Professor Nurul Islam has advised Bangabandhu 
complete rest for a few days. He has requested the 
visitors not to disturb the prime minister.
SUPPORT FOR SINDHIS, BELUCHIS, PATHANS
Zillur Rahman, general secretary of Bangladesh 
Awami League, today declares support for the 

FIRST YEAR OF BANGLADESH
BANGABANDHU’S NATION-BUILDING 

CHALLENGES

AL’s support for struggle 
of Sindhis, Pathans

Bangabandhu 

visits Khulna 

to attend to his 

ailing mother on 

July 3, 1972.
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COVID-19 IN PABNA

Cases rising 
amid poor care

4-bed ICU lies inoperative, no RT-PCR lab set up
AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU, Pabna

A government employee suffering from covid-19 was recently admitted 
to Pabna Medical College Hospital, which has a 100-bed Covid unit, but 
he was hurriedly shifted to Rajshahi Medical College Hospital because of 
acute respiratory problem.

“Getting proper oxygen support, I am now feeling better. But in 
Pabna, I was worried because of insufficient oxygen supply,” he told this 
correspondent.

On June, 20, Secretary of Ataikula Union Parishad Md Hafizur Rahman, 
a government employee, was admitted to the PMCH with Covid-19 
symptom. He was later shifted to the RMCH where he died because of not 
getting ICU support timely, his relatives said.

Ismail Hossain, 60, president of Pabna’s Ataikula union Awami 
League, died with respiratory problem at the PMCH on June 24. His 
family alleged that Ismail, a patient with liver infection, did not get 
treatment at the hospital for two to three hours as he was not admitted 
to Covid unit.

“My father was taken to the hospital at about 12:30am but he was given 
oxygen support around 2:30am. After a few minutes, he died,” said Ariful 
Islam, son of Ismail. 

Ariful claimed his father was not a Covid patient.
Contacted, Dr Saleh Mohammed, head of Covid unit at the hospital, 

said when a patient with coronavirus symptoms comes, “we take him/her 
SEE PAGE 10 COL 2

COVID-19 TRIALS

WHO halts 
malaria, 
HIV drugs
REUTERS, Geneva

The World Health 
Organization (WHO) 
said on Saturday that 
it was discontinuing its 
trials of the malaria drug 
hydroxychloroquine and 
combination HIV drug 
lopinavir/ritonavir in 
hospitalised patients with 
Covid-19 after they failed 
to reduce mortality.

“These interim 
trial results show that 
hydroxychloroquine 
and lopinavir/ritonavir 
produce little or 
no reduction in the 
mortality of hospitalised 
Covid-19 patients when 
compared to standard 
of care. Solidarity trial 
investigators will interrupt 
the trials with immediate 
effect,” the WHO said in 
a statement, referring to 
large multi-country trials 
that the agency is leading.

The UN agency said 

SEE PAGE 10 COL 6

MORE ON PAGE 6

Record surge 
in daily cases
India closes on 
Russia toll
AGENCIES

The World Health 
Organization reported 
a record rise in global 
coronavirus cases on 
Saturday with 212,326 
being recorded in just 24 
hours, amid a surge in the 
United States, Brazil and 
India.

The previous WHO 
record for new cases was 
189,077 on June 28. 
Deaths remained steady at 
about 5,000 a day.

India added a record 
number of cases yesterday, 
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Fodder crisis in 
flooded regions

STAR REPORT

The cattle farmers of the flood-hit regions 
in Bangladesh are facing fodder shortage 
for their livestock.

An unusual price hike of fodders has 
made it even more difficult for them to 
feed their animals. The cattle are becoming 
weak day by day due to insufficient food, 
farmers said. 

Livestock officials in some districts said 
they already sought fodder to their higher 
authorities for their regions. 

Mukti Khatun, of Sirajganj’s Kazipur 
upazila, said most of the cattle grazing 
fields were submerged in the district. 

“I don’t even have sufficient money 
in my hand to buy dry fodders for my 

cattle. I am worried,” she said from a flood 
protection embankment where she took 
shelter with her livestock. 

The situation in Kurigram and 
Lalmonirhat districts are worse than 
Sirajganj. 

Cattle farmers in the two districts said 
they were facing acute shortage of green 
fodder, especially grass and paddy straws. 

District livestock officials in the two 
districts said around 24 lakh cows, 
buffaloes, goats and sheep survived on 
natural resources in the districts. 

The unusual price hike in the fodder 
market was also visible in the two districts. 

Mansur Uddin, farmer of Kurigram’s 
Chilmari upazila, said each maund of hay 
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Cancer patient Sakib, 9, sitting outside Mugda General Hospital in the capital as his father went in to get his 

Covid-19 test result yesterday. The boy gave his samples around 10 days ago so that he could be allowed to 

have chemotherapy. His test result was not delivered as of 1:00pm yesterday. PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN

GONOSHASTHAYA ANTIBODY TEST

Kit to be 
placed before 

icddr,b for trial
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Gonoshasthaya Kendra is now set to get its 
antibody rapid test kit trialed by the icddr,b 
following the Umbrella Guideline of the 
US Food and Drug Administration (FDA), 
as sought by the drug administration.

“The director general of drug 
administration listened to us and wanted 
to provide us all-out assistance. He wanted 
another trial of the kit following the 
FDA Umbrella Guideline,” said Dr Bijon 
Kumar Sil, who led the Gonoshasthaya 
team that developed the kit, after a 
meeting with the drug administration 
yesterday.

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical 
University (BSMMU) does not have the 
capacity at this moment to conduct trial 
of the kit following the FDA Umbrella 
Guidelines, he said. 

“The icddr,b can do it. We will go to the 
icddr,b in a day or two,” Bijon said.

Gonoshasthaya Kendra scientists 
developed the kit -- Rapid Dot Blot -- early 
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2 doctors 
die from 
Covid-19
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two more doctors have died 
from coronavirus infections 
while undergoing treatment 
at two separate hospitals in 
the capital.

They are Prof AKM Nurul 
Anwar, former principal of 
Ibrahim Medical College, 
and Dr Amjad Hossain, 
owner of Rajani Clinic in 
Jashore’s Benapole.

Nurul was admitted 
to Anwar Khan Modern 
Medical College Hospital 
after he got infected with 
the virus.

He breathed his last 
SEE PAGE 10 COL 6

city


