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Tangail small traders pass hard days as sales drop

MIRrzA SHAKIL, Tangail

Abdus Sattar, a small trader selling wooden
chairs and tables beside a road in Tangail
town, is struggling for survival for the last
four months as the number of buyers sees
a drastic fall due to the ongoing Covid-19
situation.

The 55-year old man from Pathrail
village in Delduar upazila has already
borrowed Tk 30,000 from others to feed
his family.

“Normally I earned Tk 500 to Tk 700
from selling seven to ten chairs and tables
in a day. Now I can hardly sell one or two as
my usual customers, mostly students and
low-income people living at hostels and
messes, left for their villages due to closure
of educational institutions and workplaces
a couple of months ago.

“How can [ survive in such a situation?”
he said.

Four others who sell furniture at the
same place are in the same boat.

Abdul Koddus of Mirer Betka area runs a
video business at Victoria Road in the town.

“People hired me for making video clips
of various programmes including wedding
parties. But I did not get a single order in
the last three months as social programmes
and parties are virtually stopped due to the
coronavirus,” he said.

“I could not pay rent, electricity and
gas bills of my shop during the time. Now
I am feeding my four-member family
by borrowing money from friends and
relatives. I am seeking a job but to no

result,” he added.

Mintu Khan, owner of a decorator shop
in Dhaka Road area of the town, is passing
a hard time as he is not getting any order
for the last couple of months.

“My employees have already left the job
as I could not pay them in the last three

months. [ have also loans from NGOs.
The coronavirus has ruined my business,”
said the 60-year-old man, already sick amid
tension about the situation.

Mohammad Ali, a fruits vendor in Bus
Terminal area of the town, returned to his
village after local administration declared
lockdown in the district town on March 25
to prevent coronavirus infection.

“I maintained my family in the last
four months with my little savings and the
small payments that I got by working as a
harvesting labourer at Boro paddy fields of
my village. I want to return to the town for
restarting my business but I don’t have any
capital for it,” he added.

Mizanur Rahman Khan Mithu, owner
of a steel-made furniture shop at Zila
Sadar Road in the town, said sales saw an
abnormal drop during the last few months
due to the highly infectious disease.

“I am worried about maintenance of my
big family as sale has not come to a normal
despite easing of the lockdown. Mainly
the middle-class people are buyers of my
item but they are short of money now,” he
added.

Like them, hundreds of small traders
are living in grave uncertainty over their
livelihood due to the pandemic.

Tired of waiting for buyers, Abdus Sattar sleeps on tables at his makeshift furniture shop in Poura Udyan area of
Tangail town.
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Most corona patients recover from home

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

Most coronavirus patients in the district have
successfully recovered from the disease after
basic treatment at home.

Moulvibazar Civil Surgeon Dr Touhid
Ahmed said as of Friday, 522 people in the
district have been infected with Covid-19. Of
the coronavirus patients, 243 have recovered
after basic treatment at home and 231 are being
treated in home isolation under the supervision
of doctors. Meanwhile, of the total number of
patients, only 21 have recovered after treatment
at different hospitals while 22 are receiving
treatment at the hospitals. Five coronavirus
patients have died here till the date.

AKM Jaber, 35, a health care provider of
Ghagtia community clinic in Kulaura upazila,
who has recently recovered from the disease,
said he was treated in home isolation under the
supervision of the upazila health and family
planning officer. After being diagnosed with the
virus, he took a drink of ginger tea and warm
water at least five times a day every day. He also

took medicine and fruits regularly.

Another Covid-19 patient Sadek Hossain,
30, a banker from Laghati village in Baralekha
upazila, who also recovered from the disease,
said he tested positive for coronavirus on May
23. He was treated in home isolation for 28 days.

“I took basic treatment at home following
the doctor’s advice. I did not need to take any
medicine. Every day I took a lot of Vitamin C-rich
fruits besides drinking tea and warm water during
the time. Finally I've recovered from the disease
after the primary treatment,” said the banker.

According to the Kamalganj and Rajnagar
upazila health complexes, a man of Rajnagar
upazila died from coronavirus-like symptoms
on April 4. He was the first man who died from
coronavirus-like symptoms in the district. A few
days after the incident, another tea worker with
coronavirus-like symptoms died in Kamalganj
upazila. Later, samples of the deceased were
collected to be tested for coronavirus infection
and they were found positive.

Since then, a number of people from different

professions like doctors, health workers and
police have tested positive for coronavirus, said
the civil surgeon.

In some cases, the health workers visit home
and observe the patient’s condition, said Dr
Nurul Haque, Kulaura upazila health and family
planning officer.

He further said 98 people in Kulaura upazila
have been diagnosed with the virus as of
Wednesday. Of them, 60 Covid-19 patients have
recovered after basic treatment at home while
the rest are being treated in home isolation.

They are giving treatment to those Covid-19
patients over phone, said Dr Nurul Haque.

Civil Surgeon Dr Touhid Ahmed said a
committee has been formed in each upazila of
the district to fight coronavirus. The Covid-19
patients are being treated under the supervision
of the committee.

Most Covid-19 patients in Moulvibazar
have successfully recovered from the disease
after primary treatment at home, said the civil
surgeon.

Man, son ==
found
murdered

Our CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

Police recovered bodies of
a man and his son from
Bakerganj upazila yesterday
and on Friday night.

The deceased, Yeasin
Howlader, 21, and his father
Helal Uddin, of Koladoania
village in Pirojpur’s Nazirpur
upazila, used to sell fish
traps (locally called chai).

Officer in Charge (OC)
of Bakerganj Police Station
Abul Kalam said they first
recovered Yeasin's throat-
slit body from a jungle near
Pandob river at Laxmipasha
village on Friday evening.

Nearly 13 hours of the
incident villagers spotted
Helal's body at a nearby
place  around  7:00am
yesterday, the OC said.

Police primarily suspects
that criminals might have
killed them and took away
their trawler and money.

nine unions of Sadar upazila.

Six hundred families dependent on daily-basis work in Hemayetpur union of Pabna Sadar upazila received food
items along with plants of various fruit trees and herbs yesterday as Pabna district Jubo League distributed
the materials with the sponsorship from Square Group. Under the initiative of the conglomerate, 17100 needy
families, who became jobless due to the coronavirus pandemic, have so far got such help in Pabna town and
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Three hundi
traders held

Our CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

Members of Border
Guard Bangladesh (BGB)
detained three suspected
international hundi traders
along with 1.15 lakh US
dollar from Khajura Bus
Stand area in Jashore town
on Friday night.

The  arrestees  were
identified as Shah Alam, 32,
of Balunda village, Masud
Rana, 28, of Ramchandrapur
village, and Zakir Hossain,
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