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‘Megaflash’
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on 31 October 2018. The 709km the flash reached is 
equivalent to the distance between Boston and Washington 
DC in the US or between London and the border of 
Switzerland near Basel.

The duration record was set on 4 March 2019 over 
Argentina, when the flash lasted for 16.73 seconds.

“These are extraordinary records from single lightning 
flash events,” said Professor Randall Cerveny, chief 
rapporteur of Weather and Climate Extremes for the 
WMO.

“Environmental extremes are living measurements of 
what nature is capable [of], as well as [of] scientific progress 
in being able to make such assessments. It is likely that 
even greater extremes still exist, and that we will be able to 
observe them as lightning detection technology improves.”

He added: “This will provide valuable information for 
establishing limits to the scale of lightning – including 
megaflashes – for engineering, safety and scientific 
concerns.”

Until the announcement of the new records, the 
previous record for the longest detected distance for a 
single lightning flash was 321km (199.5 miles) on 20 June 
2007 across the US state of Oklahoma. Both the previous 
and new record used the same maximum great circle 
distance methodology to measure flash extent.

CID sues AL GS, his brother
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said they were investigating the money 
laundering case.  

According to the case statement, the 
two amassed huge wealth after they 
won contracts of the district’s various 
government departments, including 
LGED, BRTA, and roads and highways, 
through manipulation since 2010.

They were also allegedly involved 
in drug trading and grabbing land. The 
two became owners of around 23 buses, 
and several trucks and luxurious cars.

A significant portion of their wealth 
was laundered abroad through hundi, 
an illegal cross-border fund transfer 
process, read the statement.

Earlier, Sajjad and his brother 
Rubel used to work for a BNP leader 
in Rajbari Rastar Mor area in the 
district town. They were also accused 
in a lawyer murder case filed on 
November 20, 1994, according to the 
case statement.  

CID Inspector Al Mahmud was 
first appointed to investigate their 
wealth on June 18, 2020. In primary 
probe, the inspector found the two 

had smuggled around Tk 2,000 crore 
abroad, added the case statement.

Md Selimuzzaman, officer-in-
charge of Kafrul Police Station, 
confirmed that the money laundering 
case was lodged with the station. 

Contacted, CID Inspector Mahmud 
said the two brothers would be shown 
arrested in the case soon, and they 
would produce them before a court 
seeking a 10-day remand.

On June 7, police arrested nine 
people, including Sajjad and Rubel, 
in different areas of Faridpur town for 
their alleged involvement in attacking 
the house of Subal Chandra in the 
town’s Goalchamat area on May 16.

Soon after the two brothers’ arrest, 
they were accused in six cases, including 
extortion, arms, and narcotics, said 
Belal Hossain, sub-inspector of Kotwali 
Police Station in Faridpur. 

Jamal Pasha, additional 
superintendent of Faridpur police, said 
Sajjad and Rubel were produced before 
a court on Sunday seeking a 10-day 
remand in two cases, but the court placed 
each of them on a two-day remand.

Many yet to get
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In Sylhet and Sunamganj, over 
300,000 people have been affected by 
the flood and many of them claimed 
they have not yet received any 
government relief.

District administration in the two 
districts, however, said they started 
relief distribution. 

In Sirajganj, road communication 
was disrupted as the Jamuna was 
flowing 46cm above the danger level 
yesterday at Kazipur point.

Relief distribution among the 
victims will be started within a day or 
two, said Jahid Hasan Siddique, UNO 
of Kazipur upazila.

In Mymensingh, some 20 houses 
were devoured and many houses are 
at high risk of being washed away by 
the Brahmaputra in Moricharchar 
area in Ishwarganj upazila

In Nilphamari, over 20,000 people 
have been affected by the flood in 
Dimla upazila. Local administration 
yesterday distributed some cash 
among the victims.

Our correspondents from 
Jamalpur, Lalmonirhat, Sylhet, 
Pabna, Mymensingh and Nilphamari 
contributed to the story.

‘Window closing’
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other counties -- an area with 13.5 million residents -- to close 
because of the rising number of cases.

California had already ordered some areas to reinstate stay-at-home 
orders, while San Francisco announced a “pause” in its reopening.

In Florida, Governor Ron DeSantis conceded there had been an 
“explosion” in new cases as the state notched a record 9,585 cases in 
24 hours.

Young people frustrated by months of confinement have poured 
back to the state’s beaches, boardwalks and bars, often without masks 
and seemingly unconcerned about social distancing.

Several other countries have also imposed new restrictions to 
counter fresh outbreaks. China imposed a strict lockdown on nearly 
half a million people in a province surrounding Beijing to contain a 
fresh cluster.

Beijing official Xu Hejian described the situation as “severe and 
complicated”.

And while the British government warned it might have to shut 
down the city of Leicester because of a spike in cases, it still plans a 
July 4 reopening of pubs, restaurants and hairdressers across England.
‘VERY SERIOUS SITUATION’ 
The tension between reopening battered economies -- efforts pushed 
in the US by Trump -- and public health concerns is a source of 
debate in nearly every country.

“This is a very, very serious situation and the window is closing for 
us to take action and get this under control,” US Health and Human 
Services Secretary Alex Azar said.

Dr Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases in US, told CNN he would “settle” for a Covid-19 
vaccine that’s 70% to 75% effective, but that this incomplete 
protection, coupled with the fact that many Americans say they won’t 
get a coronavirus vaccine, makes it “unlikely” that the US will achieve 
sufficient levels of immunity to quell the outbreak.

A CNN poll last month found one-third of Americans said they 
would not try to get vaccinated against Covid, even if the vaccine is 
widely available and low cost.

In the interview, CNN asked Fauci whether a vaccine with 70% 
to 75% efficacy taken by only two-thirds of the population would 
provide herd immunity to the coronavirus. “No -- unlikely,” he 
answered.

Defence secy dies
FROM PAGE 12

the CMH on May 29 after testing 
positive for coronavirus. As his 
condition deteriorated, he was moved 
to the intensive care unit on June 6. 
Later, he was put on a ventilator, 
mentioned the official. 

Mohsin, who joined Bangladesh Civil 
Service in 1988, was made secretary at 
the defence ministry on January 12 and 

recently promoted to senior secretary. 
Earlier, he had served as the 

secretary at the environment, forest 
and climate change ministry. 

President Abdul Hamid, Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina, Chief Justice 
Syed Mahmud Hossain and cabinet 
members expressed deep shock at his 
death and conveyed condolences to 
the bereaved family members.

Rohingya return pushed
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UK-based rights group Burma Human 
Rights Network said the residents of 
39 villages had begun to flee since 
Wednesday when a local administrator 
in a letter warned village leaders that 
the army was planning “clearance 
operations” against “terrorists”. 

The offensive was launched days 
after three border police and their 
civilian drivers were killed in an 
ambush by the AA in Koetenkauk 
village on June 23. Four more police 
officers and a civilian were injured. 

The AA, which was formed in 2009, 
warned recently that it would continue 
attacking troops in the area until the 
Tatmadaw withdrew from Rakhine. 
The Tatmadaw is the official name of 
the armed forces of Myanmar. 

In a recent report, International 
Crisis Group, a non-profit NGO 
working to resolve deadly conflicts, 
said terming the Arakan Army a 
terrorist group by the Myanmar 
government since escalation of 
fighting in early last year and ordering 
a tough military response against the 
AA have exacerbated the grievances 
underlying the conflict and made a 
negotiated end to the fighting more 
difficult to attain. 

Rakhine saw the most brutal attack 
against the Rohingyas in August 2017. 
It forced some 750,000 Rohingyas to 
flee to Bangladesh. The UN termed 
the operations a textbook example of 
ethnic cleansing. 

The International Court of Justice 
ordered provisional measures to 
prevent any further genocide against 
the Rohingyas in response to The 
Gambia’s genocide case against 
Myanmar. 

Bangladesh’s major concern, however, 
is repatriation of the Rohingyas. 

But Rohingyas say there is no 
guarantee of citizenship, safety and 
freedom of movement in Rakhine as 
Myanmar made no legal change to 
grant equal rights to them.

“Now, with the infighting between 
Arakan Army and military escalating, 
Myanmar could say that they are facing 
insurgency and cannot normalise the 
situation. This could be a strategy for 
Myanmar,” said security analyst Brig 
Gen (retd) M Shakhawat Hossain. 

On the other hand, the global 
pressure for the repatriation, which 
has not been enough so far because of 
powerful nations’ financial stakes in 
Myanmar, has further come down due 
to the coronavirus pandemic. 

Against such a backdrop, Myanmar, 
instead of finding a political solution, 
is dealing with the insurgency 
militarily, he said.

“Involving naval and air forces by 
Myanmar against the Arakan Army 
is a new dimension to the crisis,” 
Shakhawat Hossain said. 

Meanwhile, the AA also seems to 
gathered more strength as it killed 
a number of Myanmar soldiers and 
members of security forces and is now 
seeking not only more autonomy but 
independence. 

Prof Imtiaz Ahmed of international 
relations at Dhaka University says 
though Myanmar has an elected 
government, it is heavily dominated 
by the army that is dealing everything 
“militarily”, but interestingly the 
western powers overlook it and 
continues offering financial and trade 
privileges to Myanmar. 

“That’s how Myanmar is also not 
caring anything and anybody,” he said.

Prof Imtiaz said if the UN Security 
Council, which has so far not taken 
any concrete steps against Myanmar 
over the Rohingya issue mainly due 
to China’s veto power, does not act 
decisively against Myanmar now, the 
armed conflicts in Rakhine could turn 
into a bigger regional threat. 

The investments made by India and 
China -- two rivals -- in Rakhine and 
their dreams of establishing regional 
connectivity in South, Southeast and 
East Asia through Rakhine would fail, 
he said.

Also, the Rohingya repatriation, 
which is the most important issue 
for Bangladesh, could be jeopardised, 
he said. Trafficking of the Rohingyas 
through the sea from the coasts of 
Rakhine and Cox’s Bazar to Malaysia, 
Thailand and Indonesia could also 
grow in the coming days, said Prof 
Imtiaz. 

“In that case, the Rohingyas’ 
proposal on creating a safe zone by 
deploying international forces should 
be actively considered. The UN 
Security Council should come up to 
address the crisis at the soonest before 
it turns into a bigger regional crisis,” 
he told The Daily Star yesterday.

First budget presented
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free of exploitation. The total size 
of the national budget is Tk 786 
crores -- Tk 285 crores representing 
revenue budget and Tk 501 crores 
development budget.

In his budget speech Tajuddin 
Ahmad calls upon the people 
to prepare themselves to 
progressively bear the cost of 
development and to base it on 
the country’s own resources. He 
says, “Whatever might be the size 
of the plan, ultimately its success 
will be measured by the extent to 
which it will be implemented. This 
can only be assured by a massive 
collective effort of disciplined 
people.” He urges the people to 
respond to Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman’s call and move 
forward together to build ‘Shonar 
Bangla’.      
SUBIMAL DUTTA CALLS ON 

BANGABANDHU

Indian High Commissioner to 
Bangladesh Subimal Dutta calls on 
Prime Minister Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman today at this official 
residence. It is understood that they 
discuss issues related to the ongoing 

Simla Talk. 
INDIRA-BHUTTO THINK TALKS 

GOING WELL

Indian Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi and Pakistan President 
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto hold a discussion 
at Simla today for about 45 minutes 
in a bid to sort out differences on 
substantive Indo-Pak issues which 
the officials had failed to iron out. 
Both Indira and Bhutto present an 
optimistic face when journalists 
ask them about the conference. The 
heads of the states will meet again 
tomorrow evening. 
PM’S MEET WITH PEOPLE 

SUSPENDED

Bangabandhu’s weekly meeting with 
the common people at Ganabhaban 
on Friday afternoons shall remain 
suspended until further notice, 
according to an announcement 
by the PM’s secretary issued today. 
The announcement says that this 
decision is taken owing to heavy 
the heavy work load of the prime 
minister. 

SOURCES: July 1, 1972 issues of The 
Bangladesh Observer, Dainik Bangla 
and Dainik Ittefaq.

12 killed as 
rainstorms batter 
southern China
AFP, Beijing

Torrential weekend rains killed at least 
12 people in China’s southwestern 
Sichuan province, state media 
reported yesterday, as rising waters 
sparked mass evacuations during the 
annual flood season.

The toll from the heavy rainstorm 
in Mianning county included two 
people who died when several vehicles 
plunged into a river after flooding 
damaged a highway.

Ten others were missing and more 
than 7,000 had been evacuated from 
their homes, the official Xinhua news 
agency said.

One lab for 1 crore
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Dr Basudeb Kumar Das, director, 
Barishal divisional health office, said 
only 44 out of 102 technologist’s posts 
in the division are filled, creating a 
crisis. 

“We are collecting about 400 
samples from the entire division every 
day and sending 200 to Dhaka and 
the rest to the PCR Lab in Barishal,” 
he said.

The demand for tests has increased, 
exceeding the capacity of the PCR 
lab and thus creating pressure, Dr 
Basudeb added.

Another PCR lab would be started 
in the division’s Bhola district soon, 
which would solve the testing crisis, 
he hoped. 

Reverse Transcription Polymerase 
Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) is one of the 
most accurate laboratory methods for 
coronavirus testing.

While no private organisation 
collects samples in Barishal division, 
which is comprised of six districts, 
many upazila health complexes also 
fail to do the task due to lack of 
trained sample collectors, said sources 
at the divisional health office.   

Last week, a man from Mehendiganj 
upazila had to stay four days at a hotel 
in Barishal city to give his samples at 
SBMCH. 

“It is six hours to and from 

Mehendiganj by launch. I cannot 
travel every day and wait in long 
queues for three hours, so I stayed at 
a hotel,” said the 36-year-old man, 
who could not get his test done at 
Mehendiganj. 

Unlike him, a 48-year-old 
government employee of Barishal 
city’s Kawnia area, gave up hope of 
getting tested after trying for three 
days. 

He is now taking treatment for 
coronavirus symptoms at home 
using the telemedicine service, the 
government employee said, wishing 
anonymity. 

Visiting SBMCH’s coronavirus unit 
on Thursday around 11:30am, this 
correspondent saw some 25 people 
returning home after failing to provide 
their sample for Covid-19 tests. 

Even a week ago SBMCH could 
collect about 50 samples -- between 
9:00am to noon -- per day from out-
patients. 

But now the out-patients’ sample 
collection has dropped to around 25, 
said Dr Moniruzzaman Shahin, in-
charge of SBMCH’s coronavirus unit.

He said they first collect samples 
from patients already admitted at the 
hospital, then from SBMCH health 
workers, and finally from out-patients. 

In the last one week, the average 
number of patients admitted at 

SBMCH has increased from 30 to 
more than 100. Thus, they reduced 
collections from out-patients, he 
noted.

Residential Medical Officer Dr 
Delowar Hossain of Barisal General 
Hospital said that last week, the 
Barishal divisional health office 
directed them not to send more 
than 20 to 22 samples per day for 
coronavirus testing.

Barishal City Corporation also 
stopped its door-to-door sample 
collection after running it for a month 
because two of its sample collectors 
tested Covid-19 positive, said Dr 
Matiur Rahman, chief health officer 
of BCC.

Dr Manisha Chakraborty, member 
secretary of Bangladesh Samajtantrik 
Dal (BSD), Barisal unit, said, “There is 
only one PCR lab for one core people 
in Barisal division. Thus, people are 
not able to get test reports on time. 
There is no coordination between 
those responsible for healthcare.”

The leftist party also alleges that 
there is a shortage of testing kits, 
which was denied by the in-charge of 
the RT-PCR lab.

It takes about two to 12 days to get 
Covid-19 test results depending on 
whether the sample was taken in a 
public hospital in Barishal city or at a 
upazila health complex.

Kuwaiti
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for getting job contracts from various 
government ministries.

The issue has raised a huge hue 
and cry in Kuwaiti assembly in the 
recent weeks. Kazi Papul’s one of 
the companies -- Marafie Kuwaitia 
-- recruited some 20,000 foreign 
workers mostly Bangladeshis, but is 
accused of charging around Tk 7 lakh 
tot Tk 9 lakh.

Workers alleged that they were 
also charged for work permit 
renewals and paid less than 
contracted wages.

The Anti-Corruption Commission 
of Bangladesh also opened 
investigation into the allegations that 
Kazi Papul laundered Tk 1,400 crore. 
It has recently issued a travel ban on 
Papul’s family members.

While the prosecution is 
continuing its probe into the case 
of Kazi Papul, a source revealed to 
the Arab Times that the investigators 
examined all transfers between the 
first accused and all of his political 
and influential clients.

The public prosecution of Kuwait 
formally accused two current 
lawmakers and is searching for 
evidence as per the accusation against 
a third MP.

The names of two other former 
MPs and a candidate for the National 
Assembly have also surfaced for their 
alleged link to Kazi Papul’s business, 
the Arab Times reported.

Tk 20cr for food
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any irregularities are found in this 
regard,” the PM said.

Earlier, Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition GM Quader raised the 
issue in the House while taking part 
in the budget discussion.

He said Tk 20 crore was spent 
for food and hotel stay of DMCH 
doctors and health workers which was 
doubtful.

Contacted, DMCH Director Brig 
Gen AKM Nasir Uddin yesterday said 
Tk 20 crore was sought for DMCH 
health workers and another Tk 1 crore 
for those of Railway General Hospital.

“I am keeping 1,970 health workers 
in hotels. Of them, 600 are doctors 
and 850 nurses. The rest are ward 
staffers and Ansar officials,” said the 
director.

He said hotel room rents vary from 
Tk 350 to Tk 5,500 per night. Rooms 
in 30 hotels have been rented, he 
added.

The health workers have been 
staying in hotels since May 2. 

“We are paying a contractor Tk 500 
per day for food of each health worker,” 
said Nasir Uddin. “We are also paying 
for transportation of health workers 
from hotels to hospitals.”


