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Kuakata to 
reopen for 
tourists
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Tourism-related set-ups 
including hotels and motels 
in Kuakata will reopen for 
visitors tomorrow, after 
a closure imposed by the 
administration three and a 
half months ago due to the 
outbreak of Covid-19. 

As preparation for 
starting the activities with 
safety measures, Bangladesh 
Tourism Board in 
collaboration with Kuakata 
Hotel-Motel Owners 
Association arranged 
trainings on June 5, 6 and 
9 for security personnel, 
staff of hotels and motels, 
owners and employees 
of eateries, drivers, hired 
motorcyclists and others 
concerned.

The programme included 
instructions and hands-on 
training to make tourism 
safe, said Motaleb Sharif, 
secretary of Kuakata Hotel-
Motel Owners Association. 

Around 120 hotels 
and motels in Kuakata 
have been prepared 
in compliance with 
health rules, including 
arrangement of infra-red 
thermal scanners, masks, 
gloves and sanitisers. 

“At the entrance, hotel 
staff will apply disinfectant 
on the guests’ body, 
goods and vehicles. There 
will be arrangement for 
washing hands, face and 
feet. Cleanliness and 
maintenance of social 
distance at hotels, vehicles 
and beach areas will be 
of utmost priority,” said 
Motaleb Sharif.

Kalapara Upazila 
Nirbahi Officer Abu Hasnat 
Mohammad Shahidul 
Haque said, “All concerned 
have been asked to comply 
with the Covid-19 rules. 
In case of deviation, legal 
action will be taken.”

Two kids 
drown in 
pond
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Lalmonirhat

Two minor boys drowned 
in a pond at Gilabari 
village in Aditmari upazila 
on Sunday. 

The deceased are 
Habibur Rahman Habib, 
6, son of Altab Hossain, 
and Jamal Hossain, 5, son 
of Nabir Hossain, of the 
village.

Quoting the victims’ 
family members, police 
said the two kids were 
playing on the bank of a 
pond near their houses on 
Sunday afternoon when 
suddenly they slipped into 
the pond and drowned.

Villagers found their 
bodies floating in the 
pond the same evening, 
recovered those and 
informed the police, 
Officer in Charge of 
Aditmari Police Station 
Saiful Islam said.

Dwellings, agri lands disappearing 
as Teesta turns furious

The victims at Char Gokunda in Sadar upazila blame earlier 

sand lifting for the menace
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

The Teesta has continued devouring 
homesteads, arable lands and 
orchards at Char Gokunda, a river 
basin village in Lalmonirhat Sadar 
upazila during the last one week.

Over half a hundred dwellings and 
300 bighas of land of the village have 
gone into the riverbed, said Anis Ali 
of the village. 

After losing the dwelling house 
and arable lands to the Teesta, 
58-year-old Ambia Khatun with 
her family has taken shelter on the 
premises of another household in 
the area.

“We had everything two days 
ago. Now we are landless,” she said, 
wiping tears. 

Nayeb Ali, 55, a farmer of the 
village, said many people in the 
village are shifting their houses as the 
Teesta continued erosion. 

The people are also cutting down 
their trees and selling those for low 
prices. 

They are taking shelter in other 
people’s land or on the government 
roads and living under the open sky, 
he said.

“Those who had their own 
homestead, cultivable land and 
orchards have become landless and 

destitute. They have to live half-
fed. Some of the victims of the river 
erosion have been sheltered in our 
land for the time being,” said Shahin 
Mandal of the village.

Several locals alleged that the 
river erosion has become serious at 
Char Gokunda due to illegal sand 
extraction from the Teesta with 
dredgers during the dry season.

Abdul Quader, sub-divisional 
engineer of Lalmonirhat Water 
Development Board, said, “We have 
visited Char Gokunda village and 
informed the higher authorities 
for taking step to check the erosion 
immediately.”

People at Char Gokunda village in Lalmonirhat 

Sadar upazila shift the upper structure of a 

house to a safer place in the face of erosion. 

Inset, a scene of erosion by the Teesta.  
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CULVERT CONSTRUCTION WORK 

Allegation of bribery against PIO
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Galachipa upazila project implementation 
officer (PIO) has allegedly demanded Tk 4 
lakh as bribe from a contractor when the latter 
applied for a final bill after completion of the 
construction work of a culvert in Dakua union.

Contractor Saiful Islam, also a 6th semester 
student at East West University in Dhaka, has 
recently brought the allegation of bribery 
against PIO SM Delwar Hossain. Saiful has 
already informed the authorities concerned 
about the matter.

On June 21, the contractor filed a written 
complaint against the PIO with the Patuakhali 
deputy commissioner, Anti-Corruption 
Commission and the higher authorities of 
Department of Disaster Management and Relief 
in this regard.

According to the complaint, in the financial 
year 2018-2019, Saiful got the work order of 
Tk 30.79 lakh for construction of a 36-feet-
long culvert on the road adjacent to Kalikapur 
Madrasa in Dakua union of the upazila under 
the Ministry of Disaster Management and 
Relief.

On September 8 in 2019, the PIO issued 
the work order to the contractor and set a 
deadline of February this year to complete 
the construction work of the culvert. After 
completion of the construction work, the 
contractor on June 8 applied for the final bill to 
the upazila nirhabi officer (UNO). On the same 
day, PIO Delwar Hossain phoned Saiful’s father 
Abdus Salam and demanded Tk 4 lakh as bribe. 
PIO Delwar is yet to send the final bill to the 
Department of Disaster Management and Relief 
in Dhaka for approval as the contractor did not 
pay the amount demanded by Delwar.

On condition of anonymity, another 
contractor said he got a similar work order for 

construction of a culvert in the upazila and the 
construction work was completed on time. The 
PIO also demanded Tk 4 lakh as bribe from 
him when he asked for the final bill. His bill 
is yet to be sent to Dhaka as he did not pay the 
bribe money.

PIO Delwar Hossain said the allegation of 
demanding bribe brought against him is not 
true. Contractor Saiful’s bill will be sent to 
Dhaka for approval next month.

Contacted, UNO Shah Mohammad Rafiqul 
Islam said “14 such culverts have been 
constructed in different areas of the upazila and 
due to lack of funds, we sent nine final bills to 
Dhaka for approval last week. The remaining 
bills will be sent to Dhaka in the middle of next 
month.”

“I don’t know anything about the PIO 
demanding bribe, but if I receive a written 
complaint in this regard, I will look into the 
matter,” said the UNO.

A newly constructed culvert near Kalikapur Madrasa in Patuakhali’s Galachipa upazila. The 

contractor recently lodged a complaint with the authorities concerned, saying that the PIO 

demanded bribe from him when he applied for a final bill after construction of the culvert.  
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