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Stalemate
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sides of the border. Pakistan insists 
on separate handling of each issue. 
Contrarily, India reiterates its position 
of settling all the issues within a single 
and holistic framework. Due to this 
disagreement the dialogue between 
ZA Bhutto and Indira Gandhi is 
postponed. However, a joint statement 
issued today states that both the 
parties are engaged in free and frank 
discussion to find peaceful solutions 
to all outstanding problems between 
the two neighbours. 
FIRST RAILWAY BUDGET 

Communication Minister Captain 
M Mansur Ali declares today the 
first railway budget of independent 
Bangladesh. The government allocates 
Tk 24 crore for the development and 
rehabilitation of the sector. 
TK 5 LAKH FOR FLOOD AFFECTED 

FARMERS

The government allocates Tk 5 
lakh for the farmers in Sylhet who 
have lost their harvest due to the 
recent onrush of upstream water. 
Bangladesh Agricultural Development 
Corporation will also provide Aman 
seeds to the affected farmers.  

SOURCES: June 30, 1972 issue of 
Purbodesh.

Journo Kajol
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to recover his Facebook account and 
arrest his accomplices.

Opposing the prosecution plea, 
defence lawyer Jyotirmoy Barua 
submitted a petition seeking bail 
along with cancellation of the 
remand, adding that his client was 
implicated in the case as part of a 
conspiracy to harass him.

Moreover, his client has been in 
jail since his arrest on May 3 from 
Benapole. So, he appealed to the 
court to cancel the remand prayer 
and grant him bail, Barua added.

After the hearing, the magistrate 
rejected the bail petition and placed Kajol 
on a two-day remand for interrogation.

Usmin Ara Beli, a member of 
Bangladesh Jubo Mahila League’s 
Central Committee, on March 10 
filed the case against Kajol.

On June 23, Kajol was shown 
arrested in a case filed against him with 
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar Police Station. 

The case was filed by ruling 
party lawmaker from Magura-1 
Saifuzzaman Shikhor.

The next day, another virtual court 
in Dhaka rejected Kajol’s bail petition 
through videoconferencing.

Another case was also filed with 
Kamrangirchar Police Station against 
Kajol under the same act.

But the investigation officer of the 
case is yet to submit any petition to 
show him arrested in the case.

Fifty-three days into his 
disappearance, Kajol was found 
by Border Guard Bangladesh in 
Benapole on May 3.

He was then arrested initially 
on charges of trespassing, but was 
granted bail by a Jashore court.

However, that same evening he was 
shown held under section 54 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure after police 
informed the court that three more cases 
against Kajol were now pending with 
different police stations in the capital.

The court then sent him to Jashore 
jail.

Thousands in Rakhine flee
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The administrator could not be 
reached for comment by Reuters.

Min Than said the “clearance 
operation” described in the letter 
referred to military operations 
targeting “terrorists.”

He said the administrator had 
misinterpreted the order from his 
ministry and that the operations 
would only take place in a few 
villages, not the dozens mentioned, 
but confirmed other details.

The operations could last up to 
a week, Min Than said by phone, 
adding that “those who remain will 
be those who are loyal to the AA.”

On Saturday, government 
spokesman Zaw Htay said in 
a statement on Facebook the 
government had instructed the 
military not to use the term 
“clearance operations”. He also said 
the letter ordering people to flee had 
been revoked.

He did not answer phone calls 
from Reuters seeking further 
comment. Reuters did not see the 
revocation instructions.

This year the Myanmar army 
has been fighting the AA, a group 
from the largely Buddhist Rakhine 
ethnic group that is seeking greater 
autonomy for the western region, 
also known as Arakan.

Dozens have died and tens of 
thousands been displaced in the 
conflict. Save the Children says 18 
children were killed and 71 injured or 
maimed between January and March, 
citing local monitoring groups. The 
army says it does not target civilians.

“Clearance operations” is the 
term the Myanmar authorities used 
in 2017 to describe operations 
against insurgents from Rakhine’s 
Muslim-minority Rohingya people. 
During those operations, hundreds 
of thousands of people fled from 
their homes. Refugees said the army 
carried out mass killings and arson, 
accusations the army has denied.

Rohingyas fled to neighbouring 
Bangladesh during that military 
crackdown, which the government 
said was a response to attacks by 
Rohingya insurgents.

The United Nations yesterday 
said in a statement it was concerned 
by intense fighting in Kyauktan, 
including reports people were 
trapped and houses damaged. It 
called on all parties to “respect 
international humanitarian law, fulfil 
their responsibilities and take urgent 
measures to spare civilians and 
civilian infrastructure”.

On Saturday, the British, 
Australian, US and Canadian 
embassies in Myanmar said they were 
“deeply concerned by the reports of 
the Myanmar Military’s clearance 
operations along the Kyauktan 
village tract” and “the worsening 
humanitarian and security situation 
across the region.”

“We are aware of the historic 
impacts of such operations 
disproportionately affecting 
civilians,” the statement said. It 
called on “all armed actors to exercise 
restraint while in areas inhabited by 
local communities, some of whom 
may not, by no fault of their own, be 
able to seek refuge elsewhere.”

In anticipation of the new 
operation, Min Than said 80 people 
had fled Kyauktan to elsewhere in 
Rathedaung township and that 
the army had prepared shelter and 
food.

Zaw Zaw Htun, the secretary 
of the Rakhine Ethnic Congress, a 
humanitarian group, said at least 
1,700 had fled to the neighbouring 
Ponnagyun township.

Another 1,400 are sheltering in a 
nearby village and are in dire need 
of food and other supplies, said 
regional parliamentarian Oo Than 
Naing from Rathedaung township.

A military spokesman did not 
answer phone calls seeking comment 
about the operations. Reuters could 
not independently verify how many 
people had fled their homes. 

The UK-based rights group 
Burma Human Rights Network said 
residents of 39 villages had begun 
to flee since the order was issued in 
Kyauktan on Wednesday, citing local 
sources.

The Kyauktan area is home to tens 
of thousands of people, from both 
Rohingya and Rakhine communities, 
according to the Rakhine Ethnic 
Congress.

Journalists are barred from most 
of Rakhine state, and the government 
has imposed an internet shutdown 
on most of the region, making 
information difficult to verify.

Astronaut
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item posed no risk to the 
astronauts, spacewalk or 
the station, Nasa said.

Spacewalking astronauts 
wear a wrist mirror on 
each sleeve to get better 
views while working. The 
mirror is just 5 inches by 
3 inches, and together 
with its band has a mass 
of barely one-tenth of a 
pound.

Cassidy and Bob 
Behnken, who followed 
him out without mishap, 
were conducting the first 
of at least four spacewalks 
to replace the last bunch of 
old station batteries.

Once the six new lithium-
ion batteries are installed, 
the orbiting lab should 
be good for the rest of its 
operational life, according to 
Nasa. The big, boxy batteries 
— more powerful and 
efficient than the old nickel-
hydrogen batteries coming 
out — keep the station 
humming when it’s on the 
night side of Earth.

The battery 
replacements began in 
2017, with previous crews 
putting in 18 lithium-ion 
batteries, half as many as 
the old ones replaced.

Cassidy and Behnken 
have six more to plug in 
before the job is complete. 
It’s cumbersome work: 
Each battery is about a 
yard (meter) tall and wide, 
with a mass of 400 pounds 
(180 kilograms).

Their spacewalks are 
expected to continue 
through July before 
Behnken returns to Earth 
in August aboard a SpaceX 
Dragon capsule.

Behnken and Doug 
Hurley made history at the 
end of May with SpaceX’s 
first astronaut launch.

This was the seventh 
spacewalk for both men. 
Each has spent more 
than 30 hours out in the 
vacuum of space.

Flooding worsens in the North, Northeast
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occur at many places today.
Our correspondents from different 

districts reported on the flood 
situation.

In Bogura, the Jamuna was flowing 
35cm above the danger level at the 
Mathurapara point in Sariakandi 
upazila yesterday noon.

Over 2,725 hectares lands of jute, 
1,265 hectares of Aush, 33 hectares 
of vegetables, 41 hectares of Aman 
seedbeds, 10 hectares of maize and 
two hectares of Chili have been 
inundated. 

If the flood water remains for 
around one week, all the crops will 
be damaged, said officials of the local 
administration and agriculture office.

Nurzahan Begum, 45, a resident 
of Noapara char said, “Water entered 
our house six days ago. We are passing 
days without cooking food since 
then.”

In Gaibandha, the Brahmaputra 
in Fulchori point was flowing 63cm 
above the danger level around 
12:00pm yesterday.

Over 65 hectares lands of jute, 36 
hectares of Aush paddy, 11 hectares 
of Aman seedbeds, 20 hectares of 
Teel, 51 hectares of vegetables and 20 
hectares of peanut in this area went 
underwater, said local agriculture 
officials.

In Kurigram, Dharla river was 
flowing 62cm above the danger level 

at Kurigram bridge point and the 
Brahmaputra water was flowing 64cm 
above danger mark at Chilmari point 
yesterday morning.

Over 1.5 lakhs people of different 
upazilas have been marooned. Crops 
of over 1,792 hectares lands have been 
submerged.

The district’s deputy commissioner 
Rezaul Karim said some 302 tonnes 
rice and Tk 36.50 lakhs in cash have 
been allocated for relief.

In Lalmonirhat, the Teesta river was 
flowing above 15cm of danger level at 
Teesta Barrage Point in Hatibandha 
upazila yesterday.

Water level is rising in all the rivers 
in the district due to the onrush of 
water from upstream hills, said local 
WDB officials, adding all the gates of 
Teesta Barrage have been kept open to 
reduce the water level.

Serajul Islam, a flood-hit victim in 
Dakshin Balapara village in Aditmari 
upazila, said they had taken shelter 
on the WDB dyke with their family 
members and cattle as their house was 
inundated.

He said they were subsisting only 
on dry food as they were yet to receive 
any government relief.

About 50 hectares of Aman 
paddy seedbed and several thousand 
hectares of maize, nuts and vegetable 
fields were submerged, according to 
local agriculture office.

Contacted, the district’s DC said 80 

tonnes rice and Tk 8.26 lakhs in cash 
were allocated for the flood victims.

In Netrokona, the flood situation 
has worsened in different areas of 
Kalmakanda upazila yesterday. Some 
400 families were marooned in the 
low-lying areas.

Around 1,000 ponds were also 
flooded. Crops on 36 acres and aman 
seedbeds on 14-acre of land have also 
been flooded.

In Sirajganj, Jamuna is swelling 
above the danger level from yesterday 
morning. Over 2.5 lakhs people in five 
upazilas have waterlogged. A total of 
172 flood centre has already opened 
in five upazilas.

In Thakurgoan, the water levels of 
Nagor and Kulik rivers were flowing 
9cm above the danger level.

About a hundred flood-affected 
families in Ranishankoil upazila 
have taken shelter at Ranishankoil 
Degree College and The Sunrise 
Kindergarten.

Social distancing and personal 
hygiene to avoid Covid-19 are hardly 
being maintained as many of the 
victims are staying in crowded rooms 
in the shelter centres.

Contacted, the local UNO said 
10kg rice and Tk 500 in cash were 
distributed among each of the 
victims.

Our correspondents from Bogura, 
Lalmonirhat, Pabna, Jamalpur and 
Thakurgoan contributed to the story.
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The statement also 
alleged that their rivals 
killed Dhormojoy as he 
disclosed many important 
information of JSS (faction).

Global leaders raise
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crucial that everyone who needed it 
should have access to a vaccine.

“I am trying to convince high-
income countries to reserve vaccines 
not only for themselves but also for 
low- and middle income countries. 
This is a stress test for solidarity,” she 
said.

British Premier Boris Johnson 
concurred.

“If and when an effective vaccine is 
found, then we as world leaders have 
moral duty to ensure that it is truly 

available to all,” he said.
French President Emmanuel 

Macron was adamant about pooling 
efforts together.

“Let’s refuse an every man for 
himself approach, let’s continue to 
move forward together,” he said.

Italy, one of the hardest hit by the 
pandemic, echoed his sentiment.

The EU is championing global 
cooperation in efforts to control and 
end the pandemic, in contrast to the 
United States and China’s focus on 
national initiatives.

3 ‘robbers’
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Lt Col Rowshanul Firoz, commander 
of Rab-6, was, among other officials, 
present at the press briefing.

Rab claimed to have recovered five 
firearms, 33 bullets, and several sharp 
weapons during the drive. 

A trawler used by robbers was also 
seized, the Rab also claimed.

Members of Garment Sramik Trade Union Kendra demonstrating in front of the Jatiya Press 

Club yesterday. They demand arrears of garment workers and protest their sacking.   
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