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Injured in
BSF firing,
youth dies
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From parlour to plantation

Indigenous beauticians of Madhupur now toiling at fruit orchards for survival

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

A Bangladeshi youth, who
was shot and wounded
allegedly by the Indian
Border Security Force (BSF)
in Sunamganj’s Tahirpur
upazila  on Saturday
afternoon, died at a
hospital in Sylhet the same
night.

The deceased  was
identified as Jewel Miah,
29, son of Afzal Miah of
Badaghat area in Tahirpur
upazila.

Lt Col Maksudul
Alam, director of BGB 28
Battalion, said during flash
flood timbers and tree
trunks are being smuggled
from India through the
Jadukata river.

On Saturday afternoon,
deceased Jewel and
some of his cohorts were
collecting the timber and
tree trunks from the river,
boarding on an engine
boat, he said, adding that,
as they crossed the border
and entered around 100
metres inside the Indian

territory Indian border
guards opened fire on
them, leaving  Jewel
critically injured.

Later, injured Jewel

was admitted to Sylhet
MAG Osmani Medical
College Hospital, where he
succumbed to his injuries
around 9:00pm the same
night, Lt Col Maksudul said.

Only three months ago, Thanchi Mri
would spend her days giving women
beauty treatments in air-conditioned
rooms of a parlour in Dhaka.

The hours were long but each month
she made around Tk 17,000 enough
to support herself in the capital and
her grandparents in Chunia village of
Tangail’s Madhupur upazila.

However, the coronavirus pandemic
changed everything in a jiffy. On March
15, the parlour closed down to stem
Covid-19 and Thanchi returned home
penniless.

Now she toils as a labourer under the
blazing sun in pineapple and banana
plantations of the upazila.

“I have become used to working in air-
conditioned rooms for the last seven year.
Now working at plantations with a spade
and a sickle is proving quite difficult,”
cried the 24-year-old beautician.

Thanchi now makes only Tk 250 a
day, that too only four days a week.

Beautician  Lakkhi Rani, who
returned from a parlour in Jamalpur to
Madhupur’s Maguntinagar village, could
not even manage plantation work.

With a sick mother at home and a
debt to repay, she is grappling to make it
through every day.

Lakkhi, who used to earn Tk 14,000
per month, came back home empty-
handed on March 13 without any salary.

“I couldn't find any job in my village.
I have heard that many other girls like
me are working as day labourers in the
banana and pineapple orchards. But
no one gave me work,” Lakkhi told The
Daily Star on Wednesday.

She said her parlour owner contacted
her recently and told her to look for work

The hands, that once held delicate make-up brushes in air-conditioned parlours, now digs through the hard earth with axes
and spades under the blazing sun in fruit orchards of Tangail’s Madhupur upazila.

elsewhere as the establishment is not
going to open for a couple more months
due to a dearth of clients.

Now Lakkhi is worried about repaying
a loan that she took from a NGO for her
mother’s ulcer treatment.

“Although I did not pay the loan
installments for the last three months,
I shall have to do so from this month,”
she said.

“A couple of months ago, the
government gave us six kilograms of rice

and one kilogram of potatoes. No one
else gave us anything. I can't describe
how our days are going by,” she added.

Several hundred beauticians from the
indigenous communities of Madhupur
upazila, returned home after losing their
jobs due to the coronavirus situation.
They don’t know when their beauty
parlours will open. Most of these women
are very poor and have nothing but a
dwelling.

The hands that once applied make-

up on women'’s faces now cut through
the hard earth with spade and sickle at
banana and pineapple orchards or paddy
fields for nominal wages.

Eugin Nokrek, a indigenous leader
in Madhupur and also president of
Joinshahi Adivasi Unnayan Parishad,
told The Daily Star that about 1,100
indigenous women of about 40 villages
in the Madhupur forest area used to work
in various beauty parlours across the
country including the capital.
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Most of them returned since the
pandemic hit the country.

“Although ~ government’s  relief
assistance was provided a number of
times to the indigenous communities in
Madhupur, no separate aid was provided
to these unemployed beauticians,” he
said.

He also said the local Upazila
Nirbahi Officer asked for a list of these
women and assured that support will be
provided.

Swelling Teesta floods peanut

fields in Rangpur

KoNGKON KARMAKER, Dinajpur

land have been inundated due to the

rise of water level in the Teesta.

A large portion of the peanut fields in
the raised sandy basin of the Teesta
river in three upazilas of Rangpur has
been flooded due to the sudden rise
of water level, only a few days before

the usual harvesting time.

A large number of poor landless
families of the Testa char areas in
Gangachara, Kaunia and Pirgachha
upazilas of Rangpur manage their
livelihood by producing crops there.

According to the Department of
Agriculture Extension (DAE), at least
1,000 hectares of land in 20 char
(land area emerging from riverbed)
areas of the three upazilas have been
brought under peanut cultivation

this year.

Of it, over 200-hectare peanut
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Farmers sort peanut after harvesting from a flooded field in Gangachara upazila of Rangpur.

under Kaunia wupazila said

season.

“But, half of the peanut field has
already gone under water. Many
farmers of the area collected peanut
from under the water to minimise
their loss,” he said, adding that water
level of the Teesta started rapidly

swelling on June 20.

local farmers said.
Through peanut farming,

Rafiqul Islam of Char Biswanath

cultivated peanut on a two-acre
land and expected a good yield this

Usually the Teesta swells in July,
but this year it happened early due to
heavy rain across the region, which
caused massive losses to the crop,
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peanut in premature condition
as the water level of the Teesta
started rising, said Sirajul Islam of
Dhusmara Char.

“We are more worried as
wholesale buyers from other
districts are not coming this season
to buy the peanut due to the ongoing
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