DHAKA THURSDAY JUNE 25, 2020, ASHAR 11, 1427 BS

COUNTRY

‘Lal Bahadur’ tomato: a new
summer breed with hope

Our CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Amid gloomy atmosphere all around,
caused by novel coronavirus, a red
fruit is putting smiles on farmers’ faces
in Srimangal and Kamalganj upazilas
of Moulvibazar.

‘Lal Bahadur (the spunky red)’ is
the name of the red delight -- a new
variety of high breed tomato suitable
for growing in summer months -- is
currently being cultivated at five trial
sites, 10 acres each, at the two upazilas.

Lal Teer, a private seed development
and production firm, through their
experiments of grafting tomato plants
with wild eggplants, developed the
seeds and seedlings for the new breed.

After one year of successful trial
production of the new summertime
tomato, they came up with the name
Lal Bahadur.

Farmer  Kader  Mia, from
Jaimarakona village in Kamalganj,
who is taking part in the trial
production of the variety, said, “As the
name implies, it’s really not just bright
red, it’s spunky in the field too with a
high yield.”

To back up his claim, he said each
Lal Bahadur tomato plant he grew
in his field produced up to eight
kilograms of fruit throughout four
straight months and each fruit, quite
large in size, weighs up to 180 grams.

Before sowing the seeds, the land
has to be prepared between May and
July. The trees bear fruits in 60 to 75
days and the fruits are ready to be
plucked in 15 to 20 days.

So far he has sold each kg for as
high as Tk 90 -- thanks to its attractive
looks and size. The oblong and round
shaped tomato has a yield of 18 to
22 tonnes per acre, with about Tk 15
thousand cost of cultivation for the
same area, added Kader Mia.

Another tomato grower, Muslim
Mia, from Tilakpur village in the same
upazila, said Lal Bahadur is much
better than other summer tomato
varieties such as Bari-4 and Bari-6.

Its thicker and tougher skin makes
Lal Bahadur tomato less prone to
damage during transport and extends
its shelf time. One of its best features
is that it turns red naturally, he added.

The high-yielding fruit has turned
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out to be a stable source of income for
Monowara Begum of the same village.
She said after keeping necessary stock
for her family’s consumption, she
sold the excess fruit and the earning
from it was enough for her children'’s
educational expenses.

Tapash Chakraborty, divisional
manager of Lal Teer Seed Ltd, said
they formally unveiled Lal Bahadur
at a press conference in Srimangal
recently.

Although they developed the
summer hybrid variety tomato with
the farmers of Kamalganj area in
mind, it can be cultivated in any fertile
ground.

After deducting the cost of land
preparations, Tk 50 thousand can be
made from its harvest on each acre, he
added.

Contacted, Srimangal Upazila
Agriculture Officer Nilufar Yasmin
Monalisa Sweety said the new
summer variety, which yielded very
large and beautiful tomatoes in trial
production, might be beneficial for
marginal farmers.

A Lal Bahadur tomato plant in Tilakpur village of Moulvibazar’s Kamalganj upazila.

Awful drainage brings woe for

SoHrAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali
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Kuakata municipality in Kalapara upazila under
Patuakhali suffers severe waterlogging during the
rains every year, thanks to the abysmal drainage
system in the famous tourist centre.

Heavy rains in the last few days flooded most
of the areas of the municipality including its
temporary offices, internal roads, hotels and
dwelling houses.

The stagnant water mixed with dirty garbage
poses the risk of an outbreak of waterborne
diseases and mosquito menace, said locals.

Seedbeds, vegetable fields and the fish
enclosures are being affected too.

Kuakata municipality was formed in 2010 to
enhance the quality of life of locals and ensure
quality service for tourists from home and abroad.

In thelast 10 years, only 4 km of paved drainage,
out of a total 14 km, has been constructed in the
municipal area while the work in Ward No 3 area
got suspended at the initial stage in last March
allegedly due to lack of coordination between the
municipal mayor and councillor.

Municipal  officials  said  unplanned
construction of multi-storied buildings and

Kuakata municipality
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concrete set-ups without leaving drainage system
is responsible for the waterlogging problem.

The canals and reservoirs disappeared with
the increase of the municipality area, said Wahid
Ibrahim, a resident of Ward 3.

Development according to a master plan
is required to save the people of Kuakata from
permanent waterlogging, said Hossain Amir,

of Hilsa Park Eco Resort, said the park and its
surrounding area remained under two-feet water
for the past week and it has caused extensive
damage to the plants and fish there.

“Due to the lack of coordination of the
municipal mayors and councillors, the citizens are
not getting the expected civic amenities including
a functional drainage system even ten years after
the formation of the municipality,” he said.

Shah Alam, councillor of Ward 3, said,
“Kuakata municipality office, several multi-
storied houses and hotels are located in this
ward. When the mayor decided to do the drain
construction work with soil cutting machine,
I requested him to do it with workers as use
of machines would cause damage to several
buildings.”

“But the municipal mayor decline and
stopped the work. As a result, waterlogging
occurs even with a moderate rain,” he added.

Asked about these issues, Mayor Abdul Barek
Mollah said, “The work for a planned 14-km
drainage system is suspended for the time being
due to rains. When the Tk 44-crore project work

another local resident.

Ruman Imtiaz Tushar, managing director

is completed, the waterlogging problem will be
solved.”

Headguariers, haka for tha year 2020-2021

Govammant of the People's Republic of Bangkadesh
Bangladesh Polica
Polica Headquarears
&, Phoenix Road, Dhaka

Invitation for Tender

Spaled lenders are hereby invited from the medicing manutaciumr companies in their oficial pad far
fhe purchase of the following items for AMG [Haakh Services), Bangladesh Polce, Police

11 Closing date and time of temdar

At 12.00 Moon on 2157172080

13 Flace al =alling fender documents

submission
12 Cipaning dabe and tima of tender 12 30pm on X1N0TR2020
Name & addrass of the officeds)

Office of e AIG (Health Services), Bangladesh
Police, Police Headguariers, Dhaka,

Placa of  recebving  tendar
deyments

Offica of e AIG |Health Sardces), Bangladesh
Folice, Folica Headguaren, Dnaka.

Cpening tenider document

Office of e AIG (Heslth Sarvices), Bangladesh
Frlice, Folica Headguarens, Dinaka.

tender

19| Address of céficial inviting bender
2 Contacd defal o alfcial inviing the
birder

18 | Designation of offical inviing | AIG (Meakh Sanvices)

Pelice Headquariers, Dhaka

Ted & Fax: B-02-55101821

ey Special imslruclions:

a) Mo tender will ba received afier i deadling for submisson
E) The procuring enfity reserves e right to reject the fender ar ancul the tender proceeding,
¢} Bangladesh Pobce vall eslablsh framewark agreement wilh the siccesatl lendenss fof

supply af goods,
Shoril Mostafizur Rakhman
Al [Hesalth Services), Bangladesh Palios
Police: Headquariars, Dhaka
GO-1035 Tal & Fax: BE02-E5101621

CasH AID TO Poor

80 percent
families yet to
get assistance

Our CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

The government announced that 50 lakh poor families
hit by the coronavirus pandemic would get Tk 2,500 cash
assistance each through four major mobile financial service
(MFS) providers from May 14 to 18 to celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr,
but 80 percent of listed low-income families in the district
are yet to get the cash aid.

The MFS operators are bKash, Nagad, Rocket and

The prime minister on May 14 launched the
disbursement of over Tk 1,200 crore cash aid for 50
lakh poor families hit by the Covid-19 pandemic in the
country. Under the cash assistance programme, each
family will get Tk 2,500 cash aid through MFS providers
so that they get the money directly.

There are 55,000 listed low-income families in seven
upazilas of the district, said Md Mozaharul Haque, Pirojpur
district relief and rehabilitation officer.

But only 20 percent of the listed families in the district
have received the cash assistance using their cellphone
numbers till now, said local public representatives.

Shahidul Islam, one of the listed beneficiaries of
Togra village in Indurkani upazila, said “The government
declared to disburse the money before Eid-ul-Fitr, but
I'm yet to receive any cash aid. However, I provided my
cellphone number and photocopy of national identity
(NID) card to the authorities concerned.”

Like Shahidul, thousands of listed beneficiaries are
facing the similar problem, said local union parishad

1 Mi nistny T i gion Minisry of Home ASairsPublic ity Civision

F] AgEnCy AlG (Heallh Serdces), Bangacesh Poice, Polce
Headquarers, Dhaka

3 Pracurireg enlity rame Inspecior General, Bangladesh Palice,

4 Inasiiation for Purchase of Madicings.

& Invitation Ref. ka, AlG [Heakh Services ¥ Tender-0172020-2021

3] Drarta FH0EA020

KEY INFORMATION

7 | Procurament medhod | Cipan Tandaring Method (OTM)

FUNDING INFORMATION

4 | Busget and source of furds | Rewenise Budgat (GOB)L SureCash.

FARTICULAR INFORMATION

4 Tandur publicalian dabe TR0

10 Lasal date ol ==lling lender schedule | ZNOTEA020

Another listed beneficiary Rezaul Karim from the
same village said local union parishad (UP) member
took his cellphone number and photocopy of national
identity (NID) card, but he is yet to receive the money.

“I am now jobless due to coronavirus outbreak. I'm now
running my family by taking loan from relatives. If I get the
cash aid, it will be very helpful for me in the crisis time,”

Saadullah Liton, councilor of Ward no 7 of Pirojpur
municipality, said there was a mistake in providing
information during preparation of lists of poor families.

“As the information of NID and registration of SIM
cards of mostly beneficiaries does not match, it is being
delayed to get the money,” he said.

Liton further said he has already informed the authorities
concerned about the matter and they have assured him
that all the listed beneficiaries will get the money.

“Because of delaying the cash disbursement, every
day the listed beneficiaries contact with me in person or
through cellphone to know when they will get the money,”
said Mohsin Hawlader, another member of Ward no 5
of Parerhat union parishad in Indurkani upazila of the
district.

Contacted, Abu Ali M Sazzad Hossain, deputy
commissioner in Pirojpur, said rest of the listed
beneficiaries will get the money using their provided
cellphone numbers from 27 June.
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certificate {3) YAT registretion cerifcale and [4) b
Cthar documents described in ender document. members.
1 Brief description of poods
al, Mama Price of lender Tander secunly in Complefion Smein
M gocument Taka iays
1 Meclicing T 1000.00 Tk 15,000,000 Mipdicinies wil have 1o
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