
4 5COVER STORY

As we head into another extended 

phase of social distancing and public 

lockdowns, many of us often look to old 

passions such as video games to settle 

old scores with our erstwhile younger 

self and at the same time, to seek the old 

adrenaline rush that would keep us awake 

many nights, mess up study hours, and 

occasionally be a point of contention 

between our parents.

Just as many of us turned to old books 

and magazines gathering dust during 

this pandemic, old passions are set 

alight as we get our game mode on and 

play the “old school” games that were 

instrumental when we were all coming of 

age. In an age of where technology was 

still progressing with new breakthroughs 

in graphics and storytelling, we came 

across games, mostly on our first 

computer, introducing us to a favourite 

pastime and for many, a general passion 

moulding them in becoming the avid 

gamers they are today. Games like 

Aladdin, Lion King, Road Rash, the initial 

NFS series, Virtua Cop, Tetris, and others 

often frolic in our mind when thinking 

about the old days of playing video 

games.

A long summer

Mikhael, a medical student says, “I 

recently found my love of old school 

video games right after the lockdown as I 

wanted to get into playing Age of Empires 

II and Civilization IV.” Mikhael stopped 

playing games during his tenacious MBBS 

degree course. 

Strategy games are often seen as a 

recluse from the highflying action arcade 

games many of us grew up playing and 

allow the player to use the mind in the 

use of the game. The controlling strategy 

and the course of action is what Mikhael 

likes the best of the yesteryear strategy 

games.  Moreover, this virtual world, he 

feels is more near to the current world 

we are living in where just like in the 

games he is playing, a potential danger 

threat looms large in both worlds. With 

everything in lockdown and university life 

still on hold, he does not mind racking 

his brainboxes to guard his empires 

and build new ones on the bones of the 

previous ones. While both of these games 

are more than a decade and a half old, 

they still hold sway for many fans seeing 

them as an instrument of going back to 

the old times.

Just like strategy games have been on 

the comeback, many fans also have a 

strong inclination towards “House of the 

Dead” and “Road Rash” has a sizeable 

following amongst many of us.

Sanjana, a graduate, remembers the 

most enjoyable game of her childhood 

being House of the Dead with its gory 

detail and horror theme gameplay, 

which she found both exhilarating and 

frightening when growing up. With 

the work pressure gradually less and 

everything being conducted from home, 

she says, “I am not a tech-savvy person or 

not a gamer at all. But when my nephew 

told me he had downloaded some old 

games and I spotted House of the Dead, 

I immediately got hooked and started 

playing it”. 

House of the Dead alongside with 

Virtua Cop, are first-person shooter games 

which came in downloaded with our 

first PCs, making the memory of playing 

them after a long time a truly nostalgic 

moment. Nothing better than to shoot 

zombies and criminals and just for the 

fun of it, the annoying civilians. The guilt 

would be something to die for in those 

days.

The Sims recently completed its 

twentieth year anniversary this year. The 

Sims has been largely associated with 

many of us growing up with guiling life 

simulation gameplay enabling the player 

to do as he or she fits. For many gamers 

who like play without a centralized plot, 

this game goes a long way for them. With 

the availability of varied options on the 

net as well as mediums of technology, 

the Sims can be played with relish on the 

phone as well as on the desktop making 

it one of the most enjoyable yesteryear 

games.

Reconnecting with old memories

Samin Khan, a corporate worker, has 

always been a fan of racing games and 

with a busy schedule; he could not enjoy 

the precious family time with his young 

6-year-old son. With Ramadan and 

quarantine taking place simultaneously, 

he gets to play the old NFS games with 

his young son after Iftar and before 

Sehri channelling him through the old 

memories that he was closely associated 

with growing up.

“My favourite NFS games were Most 

Wanted and Underground 2 and it feels 

great to have my son sitting on my lap 

playing the NFS series from the oldest to 

the new”, remarked Samin on the road 

down the memory lanes embedded in the 

world of virtual street racing.

Pokémon games have been a fan 

favourite for many of us and have been 

a major yardstick when it comes to 

role-playing games. With the help of 

emulators, players can play the games 

which kick-started the Pokémon fandom 

in the first place with games such as 

Pokémon Yellow, Ruby, Sapphire, and 

Emerald on their fingertips. Nothing to 

fire up the inner child inside you than to 

have fiery gym battles and to have become 

the Pokémon Master Ash Ketchum waited 

23 years to become.

As the crisis of the pandemic rages 

on, many of us cooped up in our own 

rooms have plenty to explore including 

our childhood favorite games that are 

easily available to us than before. At 

times, taking a trip down vicariously in 

the virtual world is one way of eking out 

nostalgic memories and many moments 

of ease.

Note: Special shoutout to Cadillacs and 

Dinosaurs, the coin hungry game of kids 

from the late 90’s. A side scrolling game 

based on the comic book Xenozoic Tales. 

Four adventurers who battle boss after 

boss after boss while spending many a 2 

Taka note. Now you can play the ported 

version of it on your phone.   

Rediscovering yesterday’s hot 
game titles for some righteous 

button smashing
ISRAR HASAN

Car taxes going up in Bangladesh? Seems 
like a nightmare for some. Cosindering 
that the entry bracket could be 25000taka 
AIT for cars upto 1500cc, here’s a few 
cars a petrolhead should consider before 
giving up life and hopes with an Allion. 

Fiat Abarth 124 Spider
Engine: 1,368cc MultiAir Inline 4 turbo
Power: 168 bhp and 184 lb-ft of torque
Yes, it’s a rebadged Miata without the 
”good” Mazda engine. But if you are 
looking for a handsome Italian roadster 
on a budget, you can’t go wrong with this. 
It will still go from 0-100 in 6.8 seconds 
and tear through corners like a good 
sports car. 

Suzuki Wagon R

Engine: 1,197cc K12M Inline 4

Power: 81 bhp and 83 lb-ft of torque

Ever wanted a Kei car with actual 

legroom? A car that you car ride with 

your claustrophobic friends? Head to 

your local Suzuki dealer and get yourself 

a brand new Wagon R. It is just as quirky 

as its JDM counterparts and it even comes 

with a warranty.  

Daihatsu Copen

Engine: 658cc KF-DET Inline 3 turbo

Power: 63 bhp and 70 lb-ft of torque

From short-of kei cars to an actual one, 

the Daihatsu Copen is a Miata with 50% 

off. You get half the engine, half the 
wheelbase and no cargo space. But, you 
will grin like an idiot as you drive the car 
through a corner at 80 km/h. 

Ford Escape
Engine: 1,497cc Ecoboost Inline 3
Power: 181 bhp and 185 lb-ft of torque
The newest crossover from the blue oval, 
the Ford Escape can be easily mistaken 
as the long lost sibling of the new Aston 
Martin DBX. Sure, the interior is nowhere 
as opulent, but it will start when you want 
it to and won’t lose half of its value within 
three years of purchase. 

Suzuki Swift
Engine: 1,197cc K12M Inline 4
Power: 81 bhp and 83 lb-ft of torque

The Swift keeps coming back on our list 

of recommendations. A perfectly good, 

reliable and sporty family hatchback that 

is seemingly loved by enthusiasts, very 

few people in Bangladesh actually buy 

one. THey just don’t know. So if you are 

a young soul looking for your first family 

car, keep it in mind.

Mini Cooper S
Engine: 1,198cc B38A12U0 Inline 3 turbo
Power: 101 bhp and 133 lb-ft of torque
If you looked at the Swift and though, “I 
want something more expensive, quirkier 
and with Anglo-German heritage”, well 
then what you are looking for is the Mini 
Cooper. Its iconic design and Bimmer 
heart ensure that wherever you go, you 
will have fun with it. As long as it lasts.  

Alfa Romeo Giulietta

Engine: 1,368cc MultiAir Inline 4 turbo

Power: 168 bhp and 184 lb-ft of torque

Giulietta is probably not that Alfa 

everyone aspires to. It’s sporty sure, but 

it’s also cramped, poorly built, and repairs 

will drain your bank account. Though, 

that pretty much sums up the Alfa 

ownership experience. Not recommended 

but can you deny the cool that oozes for 

this? 

Hyundai Elantra 

Engine: 1,397 cc Kappa Inline 4 turbo

Power: 138 bhp and 179 lb-ft of torque

The mid-sized family from the Korean 

brand Hyundai, the Elantra is quite a 

surprise for anyone who is willing to 

give it a closer look. It is remarkably well 
equipped for its price point and can be 
quite fun at roads, provided you give it 
the full beans.  Oh, and turbo. 

Toyota Arius
Engine: 1,197cc 8NR-FTS Inline 4 turbo
Power: 114 bhp and 136 lb-ft of torque
Used to be unremarkable but puberty 
finally happened. The combination 
of rock-solid reliability, a screaming 
turbocharged I4 and fun but the practical 
hatchback is hardly “boring” for anyone.

Mercedes-Benz A-Class Sedan

Engine: 1,461cc OM608 Inline 4 turbo 

diesel

Power: 114 bhp and 192 lb-ft of torque

This entry-level offering from the German 

luxury brand has a frugal French heart. It 

might not break any lap record, but it will 

take you where you want to without too 

many fuel stops. Besides, if the luxurious 

interior does not encourage you to take it 

slow, this car isn’t for you anyway.   

Here’s the coolest sub-1500cc 
cars you can and should have
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