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SEVERE COVID-19 
CASES
Steroid proves first 
life-saving drug
SEE PAGE 12
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SHER-E-BANGLA HOSPITAL

ICU needs 
ATTENTION

Lack of skilled manpower, 
necessary equipment making 
Covid-19 treatments difficult

SUSHANTA GHOSH

The shortage of trained manpower at intensive care units 
(ICUs) compromises proper treatment of Covid-19 
patients, among others, at Sher-e-Bangla Medical College 
Hospital (SBMCH) in Barishal.  

In March, 150 regular beds and 18 ICU beds for Covid-19 
patients were added to SBMCH, the only institution in 
Barishal division with ICU facilities. 

Previously, the hospital had 1,000 regular and 10 ICU beds.
Doctors also say the lack of necessary life-saving 

equipment is also making the fight against the coronavirus 
pandemic harder. 

From March to June 13, a total of 954 patients were 
admitted at the coronavirus unit; 453 were released. A 
total of 52 patients have died; of them 17 were Covid-19 
positive and the rest had coronavirus-like symptoms.

According to SBMCH Director Bakir Hossain, a 10-bed 
ICU needs at least one professor, two associate professors, 
three assistant professors, four consultants, 10 medical 
officers and 30 nurses.

But SBMCH only has one assistant professor, six medical 
officers and 16 nurses for its ICUs with a total of 28 beds, 
he said.

Only 96 of the 224 posts for doctors in the hospital are 
filled. Out of the hospital’s 19 departments, only one has a 
department head. Besides, there are only five technologists 
for sample collection, he added.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 

Neighbourhood-
based lockdowns 
still days away
Dhaka city corporations 
waiting for maps 
specifying areas
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two city corporations of Dhaka are 
awaiting maps specifying the areas 
where lockdown will be imposed from 
the authorities concerned to stem the 
transmission of Covid-19. 

They said it would take a few more days 
to get the maps, and two to three more 
days are also needed after getting those to 
make necessary preparations.

“We have sought the maps from the 
authorities concerned before enforcing the 
lockdown. After getting these, it will take 
48 to 72 hours more for implementing 
the decision in the specific areas,” Dhaka 
South City Corporation Mayor Sheikh 
Fazle Noor Taposh told journalists at 
the Nagar Bhaban after a coordination 
meeting on the issue yesterday.

Taposh said even if they get a specific 
map of a particular area by tomorrow, 
they will take 48 to 72 hours to put the 
area under lockdown as they will have to 
prepare for this.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5 

Denied treatment by at least four hospitals and clinics, five-year-old Shaon lies dead on a gurney at Chattogram Medical College Hospital 

yesterday. A three-wheeler hit the child while he was playing along a road near his home in the city’s Steel Mills area. Shaon’s grandfather wails 

on the floor while his father tries to calm him. The child died after around 15 minutes of reaching the public hospital. PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN

GONOSHASTHAYA KIT

BSMMU 
again delays 
test results
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The submission of the 
report on Gonoshasthaya 
Kendra’s rapid test kit 
for Covid-19 has been 
postponed for the third 
time in a row by BSMMU 
officials, frustrating the 
scientists who developed 
the kit well before most 
other countries.

“It is taking some more 
time to complete the whole 
work. The committee 
concerned is trying to 
submit the report to the 
drug administration by 
June 17 or 18,” said Prof 
Dr Kanak Kanti Barua, vice 
chancellor of Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujib Medical 
University, while speaking 
to The Daily Star yesterday.

BSMMU, which 
was chosen by the 
Gonoshasthaya Kendra for 
the performance trial of 
the GR Rapid Dot Blot, was 
first scheduled to submit 
the report by June 10. Later, 
the date was rescheduled to 
June 16, which has again 
been postponed.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 

Cancer patient Amena Begum, 35, left, and her mother lie on the floor near the entrance to National Institute of 

Cancer Research and Hospital in the city’s Mohakhali yesterday. After reaching Dhaka from Tangail’s Elenga 

on June 8, she managed to give a sample for Covid-19 test four days later. She is yet to get the result, which is 

required for her cancer treatment. They have been staying on the hospital floor unable to afford accommodation. 

PHOTO: 

ANISUR RAHMAN

TREATMENT AT HOSPITALS 

SC stays all but 
3 HC directives 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yesterday stayed all 
but three High Court observations and 
directives that concern ensuring treatment 
for patients at all government and private 
hospitals across the country irrespective 
of whether or not they are infected with 
coronavirus. 

Chamber judge of the Appellate 
Division of the SC Justice Md Nuruzzaman 
passed the order following a petition filed 
by the government, seeking stay on the 
HC orders and observations delivered on 
Monday.

The three HC directives that the apex 
court upheld are -- submission of a report 
by the health ministry and the Directorate 
General of Health Services (DGHS) 
by June 30 on whether the directives 
issued by the health ministry to public 
and private hospitals on May 11 and 24 
have been implemented properly; the 
formation of a monitoring cell to ensure 
that private hospitals provide proper 
treatment to patients and that they do not 
charge extra or unreasonable fees; and 
fixing and displaying of retail and refilling 
prices of oxygen cylinders at outlets 
and shops so that the customers are not 
charged extra. 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 3 

Alim Sohag

Caught in Shahid’s
web of deceit

Deportees from Kuwait describe how 
they were defrauded by Laxmipur MP’s 

manpower agency
MOHAMMAD AL-MASUM MOLLA

With eyes full of hope, 
a group of Bangladeshis 
reached Kuwait about two 
years ago. They made it to 
the oil-rich Gulf country 
after spending everything 
they had.

Some of them took 
loans from relatives and 
neighbours while some sold the only piece of their ancestral land. They 
paid hefty sums to a Bangladeshi manpower agency, owned by Laxmipur 
lawmaker Mohammad Shahid Islam, to pursue their dream of making a 
fortune on foreign soil. 

But soon after they landed at the Kuwait International Airport, they 
were left in total dismay. They found they would not be getting the wages 
they were promised in Bangladesh. Besides, they would have to work 
many extra hours every day. Having no other option, they decided not to 
raise any objection. 

But their struggle was not over yet. They lost their jobs after a few 
months and then started working on extremely low wages to survive.

Many of them were working as day labourers at the very airport they 
landed two years ago hoping to change their days. After the pandemic 
struck suspending flight operations, they again became jobless.

Their employers later took them to an area in the desert, where they 
SEE PAGE 2 COL 3 

Doubts grow over 
coronavirus peak
Health officials’ predictions appear to 
be off the mark; country sees record 53 
deaths, 3,862 new cases in a day

Ju
n-

10

Ju
n-

11

Ju
n-

12

Ju
n-

13

Ju
n-

14

Ju
n-

15

Ju
n-

16

287 DEATHS IN ONE WEEK
53

38
32

4446
3737

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

With the country moving 
closer to the 100,000-
mark of Covid-19 cases, 
healthcare experts are yet 
to know when the outbreak 
will reach its peak.

Health officials 
predicting the course of the 
pandemic earlier said the 
outbreak would likely reach 
its peak by the end of May, only to shift to mid-June, after which there 
would be a decline in infections.

But the prediction did not match the reality in terms of infection rate. 
Every day the country is experiencing an explosion of cases and rising 
number of deaths.

The country’s tally of confirmed Covid-19 cases is now close to 100,000 
as health authorities reported a record 3,862 fresh cases in the 24 hours 
till yesterday afternoon.

The total number of infections now stands at 94,481.
In the same period, 53 people have died from Covid-19, said the 

Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS). This is the highest number 
of Covid-19 deaths recorded in a day so far in the country.

The death toll is currently 1,262.
SEE PAGE 2 COL 6 
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INDIA-CHINA BORDER STANDOFF

20 Indian troops 
killed in clashes
Says Indian army; media reports at least 43 
Chinese soldiers also killed or injured
AGENCIES

At least 20 Indian soldiers have been killed 
in a violent face-off with Chinese forces on 
the disputed border, the Indian army has 
said, in a major escalation of a weeks-long 
standoff in the western Himalayas.

China’s foreign ministry confirmed there 
had been a “violent physical confrontation” 
on Monday in the snow deserts of Ladakh. 
It made no mention of casualties but 
India’s foreign ministry said there had been 
casualties on both sides. 

Indian news agency ANI reported 
quoting unnamed Indian government 
sources that 43 Chinese soldiers were either 
killed or injured in the faceoff.

In a statement, the Indian army said 
that 17 “critically injured” Indian troops 
succumbed to their wounds, in addition to 
an officer and two soldiers who had died 
earlier.

The troops died “in the line of duty at the 
stand-off location and exposed to sub-zero 
temperatures in the high altitude terrain ... 
taking the total that were killed in action to 
20,” the statement said.

An Indian government source said the 
troops had fought with iron rods and 
stones, and that no shots had been fired.

Indian and Chinese troops have 
disengaged in the areas where the clashes 
took place, the Indian military statement 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 
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Assailants storm 
hut, kill pregnant 
woman
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

Police yesterday recovered the body 
of a two-month pregnant woman 
from a hut inside a brick kiln at 
Khajura in Jashore Sadar upazila.

The victim -- Razia Khatun, 22, 
wife of Shahid Biswas -- was found 
dead around 5:00am, said police. 

Syed Al Mamun, officer-in-
charge of the police station, said 
the victim’s husband was the prime 
accused in Chunnu murder case and 
got arrested from the spot. 

A case was filed in connection 
with the murder of Razia with 
Bagharpara Police Station. 

According to the case statement, 
a group of people intruded into the 
hut and started beating Shahid. At 
one point, he escaped the scene and 
sought help from the night guard of 
the brick kiln. 

Returned, they found the naked 
body of Razia was lying on the 
ground. The couple used to stay 
there as Shahid was a worker at the 
brick kiln. 

SI Jumman Khan, in-charge of 
Khajura police camp, said they 
recovered the body on information 
and sent it to Jashore Medical College 
Hospital morgue for autopsy. 

The husband alleged that Razia 
was gang-raped before being 
murdered. On the other hand, 
police suspected that Shahid might 
have killed Razia. 

BSMMU again delays test
FROM PAGE 1

Gonoshasthaya Kendra scientists 
have expressed sheer frustration over 
the delay in submitting the report 
to the Directorate General of Drug 
Administration (DGDA), which is 
then supposed to authorise approval 
for mass production.

“We have nothing to say. We are 
just frustrated, especially when so 
many countries are using the rapid 
test kit and when the infection is 
rising exponentially in Bangladesh,” a 
scientist of the Gonoshasthaya Kendra 
told The Daily Star.

The team of scientists -- Dr Bijon 
Kumar Sil, lead researcher, along 
with Nihad Adnan, Raeed Jamiruddin 
and Firoz Ahmed -- developed the 
antibody kit and an antigen kit.

Dr Bijon Kumar Sil said results 
could be nearly 100 percent accurate 
if samples from each patient is run 
through both tests. Bangladesh could 
have gone for large-scale testing if the 
approval had come earlier and that 
could have helped stem the spread 
and rise in infections.

A Gonoshasthaya Kendra scientist 
said no one in the world uses more 
than 200 kits for a performance trial, 
but the BSMMU has used about 600. 
It should not have taken more than 
two weeks to complete the trial and 
submit the report.

Despite the outbreak of a 
pandemic, the authorities have been 
slow in approval of the kit when 
authorities in India, the US, UK and 
European Union have been issuing 
emergency authorisation approval for 
rapid testing kits.

The Indian Council of Medical 
Research and All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences have recommended 

the use of the first antigen-based 
testing kit for Covid-19 to enable 
faster diagnosis at lower rates and 
without laboratory examinations of 
samples.

The kit, produced by Korean firm SD 
Biosensor, which has a manufacturing 
unit in Manesar of Gurugram, can 
be used in field settings, reported the 
Times of India yesterday.

Following a request on March 18, 
the DGDA approved imports of regents 
on April 5 and then Gonoshasthaya 
RNA Biotech Limited, a sister concern 
of Gonoshasthaya Kendra, developed 
the kit and first approached the DGDA 
on April 26 for validation.

On April 30, the DGDA allowed 
Gonoshasthaya to have the 
performance trial at the BSMMU, 
which then formed a committee and 
on May 12 wrote a formal letter asking 
Gonoshasthaya to supply kits.

Since May 13, Gonoshasthaya 
has supplied 600 antibody and 500 
antigen kits to the BSMMU. The trial 
of antibody kit was over by June 5 
but no report has yet been submitted. 
The trial of the antigen kit had been 
suspended as Gonoshasthaya Kendra 
found discrepancies in the process of 
saliva sample collection.

“We have since developed a device 
to properly collect saliva for the 
antigen kit. But as the antibody trial 
report is yet to be submitted, we have 
not supplied the device yet,” said Dr 
Mohibullah Khondoker, GR-Rapid 
Dot Blot Project Coordinator.

Gonoshasthaya Founder Dr 
Zafrullah Chowdhury, before he was 
infected with coronavirus, had told 
The Daily Star that the authorities 
were not realising how big of crisis 
period this is.

Neighbourhood-based
FROM PAGE 1

He said they would implement the 
lockdown decision involving everyone, 
including local councillors and law 
enforcement agencies.

City dwellers will also have to 
come forward to make the lockdown 
successful as it is for their betterment 
and they will have to help them even 
after accepting their personal sufferings 
for this.

“We will try to bring down the 
[coronavirus infection] cases to zero 
level in the areas where the lockdown 
will be imposed,” he said, adding that 
the lockdown might last for 14 to 21 
days. 

The Directorate General of Health 
Services earlier identified 28 areas in 
DSCC and 17 areas in DNCC as red 
zones to curb the spread of the virus.

In a video statement yesterday, 
Dhaka North City Corporation Mayor 
Atiqul Islam said they were waiting 
for the maps from the DGHS before 
putting the red zones under lockdown.

He said the DGHS already marked 17 
areas of DNCC as red zones. But before 
going for the lockdown, the maps were 
very necessary to be more specific about 
the areas.

Atiqul said after getting the maps, 
they would take preparations involving 
local lawmakers, councillors, law 
enforcement agencies, and others based 
on the experience from East Rajabazar, 
which has been under trial lockdown as 
a red zone since June 10.

The mayor added that they would 
need 48 hours for enforcing the 
lockdown after getting the maps as they 
would have to prepare for this.

On Monday, Atiqul told The 
Daily Star that they were facing 
many challenges while imposing 
the experimental lockdown in East 
Rajabazar.

“We will have to know how much 
food is needed [for residents] before 
enforcing the lockdown,” he added.

ICU needs attention
FROM PAGE 1

“The situation is getting worse day by 
day as some of the physicians, nurses 
and technologists are in quarantine. 
We need doctors, nurses and 
technologists who have expertise in ICU 
management,” said the director.

Assistant Professor Nazmul Alam 
of the department of anesthesia, who 
is also the in-charge of the ICUs, said, 
“Only I have a six-month training on 
ICU management here. To operate the 
critical medical functions of an ICU, 
trained medical persons are needed. But 
we could not find anyone else.”

While Nazmul and six medical 
officers are providing service for the 
ICU beds in the coronavirus isolation 
unit, an assistant professor is currently 
looking after the 10-bed ICU for non-
Covid-19 patients.

“Since there is no ICU specialist, 
I have to do the duties of the ICUs as 
well as those in the operation theatre. I 
cannot even go into quarantine,” said 
Nazmul.

A patient’s relative, wishing 
anonymity, said mostly junior and 
untrained doctors remain on duty at the 
ICUs.

“If a patient’s condition deteriorates, 
the junior doctors do not want to do 
anything and place a video call to the 
in-charge for instructions. This way a lot 
of time is wasted,” said the relative.

Meanwhile, the poor functioning 
of the ICU facilities at SBMCH is 
reportedly forcing many in Barishal to 
seek treatment elsewhere. 

Anwar Hossain, founder of Barishal’s 
Rahat Anowar Hospital, was flown to 
Dhaka on June 8 with coronavirus-like 
symptoms. Hospitals with empty ICU 
beds were not instantly available there, 
and on June 9, he passed away. 

Laskar Nurul Haque, legal advisor  
of Rahat Anowar Hospital, said, “If 

the ICUs of SBMCH were functioning 
properly, we might not have needed to 
go to Dhaka and our patient could have 
been saved.” 

Prof Moniruzzaman Shaheen, 
assistant director of SBMCH and in-
charge of the coronavirus unit, said 
sometimes they were unable to provide 
critical patients with oxygen support 
due to lack of high-flow nasal cannula 
(HFNC). 

Besides, HFNC, plasma separator 
machines, and more ventilators are 
needed for saving lives, said doctors of 
SBMCH.

“We are appealing to the rich to 
donate life-saving medical equipment, 
such as high-flow nasal cannula system 
for oxygen delivery and breathing 
masks, to the hospital,” said Sudip 
Haldar, president of Indoor Doctors 
Association, a SBMCH doctors’ forum.

He said a critical patient is first 
sedated before putting into a ventilator. 
Sometimes, the procedure turns 
dangerous and deadly. 

In such cases, high-flow nasal 
cannula (HFNC) oxygen therapy gives 
much better results. 

Many rich people can afford the cost 
of one HFNC system which is around 
Tk 3 to Tk 4 lakh, the physician added.

Asit Bhushan Das, principal of 
Barishal Sher e-Bangla Medical 
College, said, “We sent a letter to the 
Department of Health Services and the 
secretary of the health ministry to solve 
the problem.”

However, he feels donation of 
medical equipment to the hospital will 
improve the situation quickly.

On Monday, civil society members 
along with Bangladesh Samajtrantik 
Dal from a human-chain demanded 
enhancement of ICU facilities to 100 
beds and appointment of more trained 
manpower at SBMCH. 

SC stays all but 3 HC directives
FROM PAGE 1

The health ministry circulars on May 11 
and 24 say: all private and government 
hospitals must have separate 
arrangements for treating suspected 
Covid-19 patients and private hospitals 
and clinics cannot refuse treatment 
to patients, Covid-19 or otherwise, 
if they have the requisite facilities or 
equipment.

It also said if a private hospital 
or clinic does not have the requisite 
facilities or equipment to treat a patient, 
then it may refer the patients to another 
hospital and the transfer can only take 
place after ensuring treatment in the 
other hospital in consultation with 
the Covid-19 hospital control room of 
DGHS.

During the virtual hearing on 
the government petition yesterday, 
Attorney General Mahbubey Alam and 
Additional Attorney General Murad 
Reza opposed the HC directives, 
saying that the government has 
been relentlessly working to provide 
treatment to patients whether they are 
infected with Covid-19 or not.

They argued there was no negligence 
on part of the government in providing 
treatment to patients and therefore, 
there is no necessity for such directives 
from the HC. They also opposed the 
HC observation that said “If a patient 
dies or is deprived of treatment at a 
hospital due to negligence, it would be 
considered a criminal and punishable 
offence”. 

If the HC observations remain in 
force, doctors cannot work properly 
out of fear, they said, adding that 
several doctors have already died from 
Covid-19 while treating patients.

Murad Reza told the court no victims 
have brought any allegations of denying 
treatment against hospitals.

The writ petitions were moved before 
the HC on the basis of newspaper reports 
on alleged negligence of treatment, and 
therefore those writ petitions are not 
acceptable, he said.

Murad Reza also argued that there 
were no specific allegations of violation 
of the health ministry directives.

Writ petitioners’ lawyers opposed 
the government’s stay petition, saying 
that the HC has issued the directives 
necessary to protect people’s right to life 
in accordance with the constitution.

Advocate ZI Khan Panna, a lawyer 
for the writ petitioners, told the apex 
court that the directives issued by the 
HC were not against doctors, but for the 
protection of patients’ health.

The mismanagement that takes place 
in private hospitals is because of their 
owners, he said, adding that doctors 
provide treatment to patients in the 
hospitals amid risk.

The lawyer said the writ petitions 
were filed as public interest litigation, 
which can be moved on the basis of 
newspaper reports, adding that the 
Indian Supreme Court has introduced 
the tradition of accepting public interest 
litigations based on newspaper reports.

The High Court directives need to be 
upheld to protect people’s health, he 
argued.

He told The Daily Star that the 
authorities concerned must ensure 
treatment of patients at both 
government and private hospitals in 
accordance with the health ministry 
directives, although the SC stayed some 
of the HC directives.

The health ministry and DGHS have 
to submit a compliance report to the 
HC by June 30 in line with Appellate 
Division order, he said, interpreting the 
Apex court order.

Apart from Advocate ZI Khan Panna, 

Advocate Manzill Murshid, Barrister 
Aneek R Haque, Barrister Mahfuzur 
Rahman Milon and Advocate Jamiul 
Hoque Faisal appeared for the writ 
petitioners during yesterday’s hearing.

Earlier, the HC bench Justice M 
Enayetur Rahim on Monday made a 
number of observations and issued 
a number of directives following five 
separate writ petitions filed recently 
as public interest litigation seeking 
necessary orders from it. 

Rights organisation Justice Watch 
Foundation, Deputy Registrar of 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical 
University Dr Sheikh Abdullah Al 
Mamun, Supreme Court lawyers 
Mahbubul Islam and Aynunnahar 
Siddiqua filed a petition each.
THE HC DIRECTIVES THAT WERE 

STAYED BY SC

The HC directives stayed by the SC 
include: the death of or denial of 
treatment to a patient due to negligence 
being a criminal and punishable 
offence; taking legal action against those 
displaying negligence while treating 
patients in a hospital; informing 
people of the number of ICU beds in 
government hospitals through media 
and regular bulletins; making ICU bed 
management more accountable and 
launching an ICU hotline; making a 
countrywide list of private hospitals 
with 50 or more beds and compiling 
information on the treatment given to 
Covid-19 and non-Covid-19 patients 
since the issuance of health ministry 
guidelines on May 24; taking necessary 
measures to stop the sale of oxygen 
cylinders without prescriptions from 
registered doctors; and engaging the 
commerce ministry and Directorate of 
National Consumer Rights Protection 
to strengthen monitoring of supply and 
sale of oxygen cylinders.

A niece of Fatema Begum, lying on a gurney, puts her mask on outside the coronavirus unit of Dhaka Medical 

College Hospital. Fatema, a heart patient, was admitted to the hospital yesterday after she tested positive 

for Covid-19 while undergoing treatment at National Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases in the city’s Sher-

e-Bangla Nagar. The niece would not wear a mask and said she was not afraid of dying from the virus while 

taking care of her aunt. PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN

City

Caught in Shahid’s web of deceit
FROM PAGE 1

were hiding when MP Shahid, also 
known as Kazi Papul, got arrested by the 
Criminal Investigation Department of 
Kuwait on charges of human trafficking 
and money laundering last week. 

Twelve of the Bangladeshis were 
nabbed by the Kuwaiti police. Later, 
they were asked to give deposition 
in an investigation against Shahid, 
with promises that they would be 
compensated and sent back home. 

They assisted the police and were 
deported subsequently. 

They came back almost empty-
handed.

The Daily Star spoke to four such 
returnees yesterday and learnt how they 
were deceived all along. 

They said the Kuwaiti authorities had 
promised them of full compensation, 
but they were handed only 150 Kuwaiti 
Dinars (1 KWD=Tk 276) before they 
boarded a flight that reached Dhaka 
yesterday morning.

Abdul Alim is one of them. 
The 43-year old man from Noagaon 

reached Kuwait after paying around Tk 
7.5 lakh to Shahid’s agency, housed in a 
building in the capital’s Fakirapool area, 
he said. 

“It was a work visa for the job of a 
cleaner. I was told that my job would 
have an eight-hour shift and I would 
be paid 140 dinars a month,” Alim, a 
father of two, told this correspondent 
over phone. 

He said when he landed, he found 
his shift would be 16 hours a day and 
his monthly salary 100 Kuwaiti dinars. 

“From the factory where I worked, I 
was sent to the airport to work as a day 
labourer.” 

There, Alim was allowed to do odd 
jobs but in exchange he had to pay 8 
dinars every day to Shahid’s men, he 
alleged. Two men named Aman and 
Mahbub would collected the money 
from him.

Once the coronavirus-driven 
lockdown began, Alim was sent to a 
building, owned by the company, in 
Abbasid area of Kuwait. After a few days, 
he was sent to a desert camp, belonging 
to the company. 

“Around 9:30pm on Monday, 
Kuwaiti CID police raided the camp 
and took us to the CID office. I found 
11 others there. We were kept there for 
five to six days,” Alim recalled.

It was at the CID building where they 
saw Shahid and his associate Rashed. 
The CID officials told them that their 
company was illegal and that their stay 
in Kuwait was also illegal. 

“At the CID office, the officials asked 
how much we had given to Shahid, 
what we were doing and how much 
we were paying Shahid. We told them 
everything and then the official said 
they would give us the money we spent 
and send us back.” 

But then all of a sudden on Saturday 
night they took the 12 people back to 
collect their belongings and took them 
to the airport on Monday night. 

“A CID policeman and some people 
of the company were at the airport. They 
gave each of us 150 dinars and said the 
rest would be paid later,” he said. 

Alim said he had lost everything and 
demanded Shahid’s punishment. He 
said he wanted proper compensations.

Similar is the case of Shah Alam. 
Hailing from Mallick Bari area of 

Mymensingh, the 29-year-old went 
to Kuwait on work visa through the 
company that sent Alim. He also had to 
spend Tk 7.5 lakh. 

Alam was told that he would get a 
cleaner’s job there and earn 150 dinars 
a month. 

“But I did not get the job. The 
company arranged food and 
accommodation for us for two months 
and then sent me to an airport. I worked 
there as a porter and I had to give 10 
dinars a day to the men of Shahid for 
managing the job at the airport,” he 
said.   

He alleged that there had been a 
nexus between CID officials and the 
men of Shahid. “They all fooled us. We 
have lost everything.” 

Mohammad Sohag Mia, another 
deportee, shared a similar story. 

According to a report published in 
Kuwaiti newspaper Al Rai on Sunday,  
certain Kuwaiti quarters within 
the government were involved in 
residency trade which paved the entry 
of Bangladeshi workers to the Arab 
country in exchange for money.

Papul (Shahid) and a Kuwaiti citizen 
co-own a big recruitment company 
named Marafie Kuwaitia. 

He is accused of charging each 
foreign worker, mostly Bangladeshi 
ones, up to 3,000 dinars in exchange for 
going to Kuwait.

The workers also paid huge sums 
to the company for renewing their 
residency every year, said the report.

Following a complaint filed on 
February 16, the Anti-Corruption 
Commission of Bangladesh began an 
enquiry into an allegation that Shahid 
amassed Tk 1,400 crore by trafficking 
people to Kuwait and laundered the 
money to different countries. 

Also in February, Kuwaiti media 
reported that three Bangladeshis were 
operating a human trafficking racket 
in the Middle Eastern country. On 
February 12, a report in the Arab Times 
said one of the three was a “member of 
parliament in Bangladesh”. 

According to the report, the trio 
“occupied sensitive positions” in three 
major companies that brought over 
20,000 Bangladeshi workers to Kuwait 
in exchange for an amount believed to 
be more than Tk 1,391.6 crore. 

Doubts grow over
FROM PAGE 1

Experts said that unless the 
transmission of the virus is stopped 
through active measures, the outbreak 
will continue.

Based on experiences of other 
countries, they also said the nature of 
the novel coronavirus is not like any 
other virus as it undergoes changes 
every day.

There has been no instance in any 
country of the virus going away after 
reaching the peak. 

In many countries, infection rates 
rose again even after reaching the peak 
and witnessing a downward trend.

“There is only one option to 
tackle the virus and that is taking 
active measures -- maintaining 
physical distance, early detection, 
contact tracing and treating infected 
patients in isolation,” Prof Mushtuq 
Hussain, consultant of the Institute 
of Epidemiology, Disease Control 
and Research, told The Daily Star 
yesterday.

Prof Saif Ullah Munshi, chairman 
of virology at Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujib Medical University, said, “Even 
after full implementation of the zone-
wise approach, it will take a minimum 
of two weeks to observe a downward 
trend in transmission.”

Echoing the virologist, Prof Abul 
Kalam Azad, director general of the 
Directorate General of Health Services, 
said, “We are observing a static trend 
in infection for the last few days. If it 
continues for a week, then we may see 
a downward trend.”

Official data shows that the growth 
rate for Covid-19 infection in the 
country is now 1.25, which means 
every confirmed patient is infecting 
1.25 persons on an average.
DAILY UPDATE

At the daily virtual briefing yesterday, 
Prof Nasima Sultana, additional 
director general (admin) of the DGHS, 
said 17,214 samples were tested in 61 
labs across the country in 24 hours till 
yesterday afternoon.

On the other hand, 2,237 Covid-19 
patients recovered in the same period, 
taking the total number of recoveries 
to 36,264, she added.

The current recovery rate is 38.38 
percent, the DGHS official said, 
adding that 635 people were put in 
isolation over those 24 hours.

Of the dead, 47 were male and six 
female, she said adding that 30 were 
from Dhaka, 14 from Chattogram, 
four from Rajshahi, three from Khulna, 
one from Barishal and another was 
from Mymensingh divisions.

Of them, one was aged between 
11 and 20, three between 21 and 30, 
two between 31 and 40, nine between 
41 and 50, 19 between 51 and 60, 10 
between 61 and 70, eight between 71 
and 80 and another was between 81-
90, Dr Nasima said.
21-DAY LOCKDOWN

The government will impose a 21-day 
lockdown in red-zoned areas instead 
of the earlier announced 14-day one.

“The red zone status will be lifted 
when the situation improves,” said a 
press release issued by the DGHS on 
Monday.

The residents in red zones will have 
to work from home and all kinds of 
public gatherings will be restricted in 
those areas, it said.

However, healthcare centres, 
hospitals and institutions with 
emergency services will remain open.

Adequate testing arrangements will 
be made for Covid-19 suspects and 
people who test positive will be kept 
in home or institutional quarantine.

Only grocery shops and pharmacies 
of these zones will remain open, 
while restaurants and food shops 
will remain open for home delivery 
services only.

20 Indian troops killed 
FROM PAGE 1

said, adding that New Delhi is firmly 
committed to “protect the territorial 
integrity and sovereignty of the nation”. 

The deaths were the first since the last 
major border clash in 1967 between the 
nuclear-armed neighbours - also the 
world’s two most populous countries 
- which have been unable to settle the 
dispute along their lengthy frontier.

Thousands of troops from the two 
nuclear-armed neighbours, backed by 
armoured trucks and artillery, have been 
involved in the latest face-off since May 
in the Ladakh region, bordering Tibet.

China and India have traded 
accusations over who was to blame 
for Monday’s clashes in Ladakh, which 
came after military commanders held 
meetings to resolve the situation.

Indian officials say Chinese soldiers 
crossed the boundary at three different 
points, erecting tents and guard posts 
and ignoring verbal warnings to leave. 
That triggered shouting matches, stone-
throwing and fistfights.

Meanwhile, China accused India of 
crossing a “disputed border” between 
the two countries, according to a report 
by the AFP news agency.

Foreign ministry spokesman Zhao 
Lijian said Indian troops crossed 
the border line twice on Monday, 
“provoking and attacking Chinese 
personnel, resulting in serious physical 
confrontation between border forces on 
the two sides”.

“We again solemnly request that 
India follows the relevant attitude 
and restrains its front line troops,” 
he said. “Do not cross the border, do 
not provoke trouble, do not take any 
unilateral action that would complicate 
the border situation.”

Beijing has lodged “strong protests 
and solemn representations” to New 
Delhi, Lijian said.

Indian Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh reviewed the current operational 
situation in eastern Ladakh along with 
Chief of Defence Staff Gen Bipin Rawat 
and the three service chiefs. External 

Affairs Minister S Jaishankar was also 
present in the meeting, reported our 
New Delhi correspondent.

In early May, several Indian and 
Chinese soldiers were injured in two-
day clashes involving fists and stone-
throwing at Naku La in India’s Sikkim 
state and Lakakh.

Army officers and diplomats from 
both countries have held a series of 
meetings to try to end the impasse, with 
no breakthrough.

After a series of talks, the Chinese 
foreign ministry said only last week that 
a “positive consensus” had been reached 
following “effective communication” 
through diplomatic and military 
channels.

India’s foreign ministry also said the 
two sides would “continue the military 
and diplomatic engagements to resolve 
the situation and to ensure peace and 
tranquillity in the border areas.”

However, Indian sources and news 
reports suggested that Chinese troops 
remained in parts of the Galwan 
Valley and of the northern shore of the 
Pangong Tso lake that it occupied in 
recent weeks.

Military experts say one reason 
for the face-off is that India has been 
building roads and airfields to improve 
connectivity and narrow the gap with 
China’s far superior infrastructure. At 
Galwan, India completed a road leading 
to an airfield last October. China has 
asked India to stop all construction. 
India says it is operating on its side of 
the Line of Actual Control, the de facto 
border.

Relations between China and India 
have long been prickly. 

The nuclear powers fought a brief war 
in 1962 in which China took territory 
from India. Further deadly clashes 
followed in 1967, but the last shot fired 
between the countries was in 1975. 

In 2017 there was a 72-day 
showdown after Chinese forces moved 
into the disputed Doklam plateau on 
the China-India-Bhutan border. 
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Migrants, families need 
help now more than ever

Says IOM on Int’l Day of Family Remittances
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

UN Migration Agency, IOM, has called 
for supporting migrants and remittance-
dependent communities affected by the 
coronavirus pandemic.

“Now more than ever we need to focus 
on supporting remittance-dependent 
communities who are impacted by the 
recession,” said IOM Bangladesh Chief 
of Mission Giorgi Gigauri in a statement 
yesterday on International Day of Family 
Remittances.

Due to the economic and labour 
crisis created by the Covid-19 pandemic, 
hundreds of thousands of migrant workers 
are expected to return by the end of the year. 
Recession-related job losses will impact not 
only remittance-receiving households but 
their extended communities, IOM said.

The UN agency has urged communities 
to support the reintegration and combat 
stigmatisation of returning migrant workers 
to Bangladesh.

Fearing several lakh Bangladeshi 
migrants could return in the coming 
months, the government has announced 
Tk 700 crore for low interest loans to 
the returnees so they could start new 
businesses. Besides, the government also 
planned re-skilling of the jobseekers for 
overseas employment.

Activists say the amount is inadequate, 
and demanded that migrants and their 
families be incorporated in the social safety 
net programme for social and economic 
reintegration.

ECONOMIC RETURN ON MIGRATION 
LOWER IN BANGLADESH
Meanwhile, an IOM study finds the 
economic return on migration is lower 
in Bangladesh than the countries with 
a skilled-migrant workforce because the 

amount that unskilled and lower-skilled 
workers remit is much lower than that of 
skilled workers.

The survey report on Migration, Family 
Remittances, Assets and Skills Categories 
in Bangladesh conducted on 1,000 
remittance-dependent households in 2019 
across the country found an increase in 
skills corroborated to an increase in the 
amount remitted by up to US $255 per 
month between 2009 and 2019, it said.

“Migrants’ skills determined how 
remittances were invested and saved, with 
skilled migrants requesting family members 
to invest remittances into savings accounts 
whereas unskilled migrants generally used 
remittance to pay off loans,” the study said.

Higher skilled migrants were employed 
in better paid jobs and were more likely to 
send higher remittances for longer periods 
than lower skilled migrant workers, it 
added.

In 2019, $18.32 billion was remitted to 
Bangladesh, the third highest recipient of 
remittance in South Asia, by an estimated 
one crore Bangladeshi migrants. 

Over 73 percent of remittances were sent 
from Gulf Cooperation Council countries, 
according to the Bureau of Manpower, 
Employment and Training (BMET).

The study found Bangladeshi migrant 
workers were overwhelmingly men (98pc), 
about 12 percent of migrant workers did 
not attend school at all and nearly 80 
per cent did not continue studying after 
secondary school.

About 49 percent Bangladeshi migrants 
worked as employees for a firm and 26 
percent as labourers -- daily wage (14pc), 
part time (12pc), and construction (15pc).

Dhaka and Chattogram divisions had 
the highest concentration of remittance-

100,000 trees to 
be planted along 
marine drive road
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A massive plantation drive is underway along the 50km 
stretch of scenic Cox’s Bazar marine drive road led by Cox’s 
Bazar Development Authority, in a bid to restore the nature 
of the tourist destination.

The authority, which aims to plant 100,000 trees along 
the stretch, began the work on June 7 from Patuartek area 
to Teknaf upazila. 

So far, they jave planted 10,000 trees, said Lt Col (retd) 
Forkan Ahmed, chairman of Cox’s Bazar Development 
Authority. 

Among the trees being planted are Krisnochura 
(delonix regia), Sonalu (Golden Shower Tree), Kodom 
(Neolamarckia cadamba), Bokul (Mimusops Elengi), 
Champa (Magnolia Champaca) and Katbadam (Indian 
Almond). 

He said Cox’s Bazar is a unique beauty with forest, 
sea and hills, but it is also exposed to various man-made 
hazards. So, they will plant trees not only along the stretch, 
but also bring 690 square miles area which fall within Cox’s 
Bazar Development Authority’s jurisdiction, in phases.

He also emphasised engaging other stakeholders 
including Bangladesh Army, Forest Department and 
Department of Environment to ensure uninterrupted 
growth of the plantation.

Ibrahim Khalil Mamun, chief executive of Youth 
Environment Society (YES), a Cox’s Bazar-based 
environmental organisation welcomed the initiative urging 
authorities to be more stringent in conserving existing 
nature alongside plantation. 

Cox’s Bazar has seen a tremendous comeback of 
flora and fauna, including railroad vine (Sagorlotha) 
and dolphin, in the last fee months as tourism remains 
suspended. 

The government ordered concerned authorities to 
conserve the flora and fauna of Cox’s Bazar, after The Daily 
Star ran several reports on Cox’s Bazar environment.

Cop caught 
red-handed 
selling yaba 
in capital
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A police sub-inspector and 
his associate were caught 
red-handed with 11,600 
pieces of yaba while selling 
the drugs to narcotics 
dealers in Mohamamdpur 
area of the capital 
yesterday.

The arrestees were 
identified as Atikul 
Islam, a sub-inspector of 
Bandarban District Court, 
and his associate Rezaur 
Rob, said Abdul Latif, 
officer-in-charge (OC) of 
Mohammadpur Police 
Station.

Based on information 
that narcotics dealers are 
selling yaba tablets from a 
pickup van at Shahjahan 
Road of Mohamamdpur 
area, a police team 
conducted a drive there 
yesterday evening and 
made the arrest, OC 
Latif told The Daily Star 
yesterday.

Searching the arrestees’ 
bodies and the pickup van, 
the police team recovered 
11,600 pieces of yaba pills 
and seized Tk 5.25 lakh, 
which the arrestees had 
collected after selling yaba 
tablets, said OC Abdul Latif.

Bidyanondo setting 
up field hospital for 
Covid-19 patients
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Bidyanondo Foundation has started preparing a facility to 
turn it into a field hospital to treat increasing numbers of 
Covid-19 patients in Chattogram.

The hospital, which is being readied at Patenga, will 
accommodate 100 beds.

This would be the first hospital in Chattogram with a 
central oxygen system. Shortage of oxygen cylinders put 
hundreds in immense sufferings, even causing dozens of 
deaths in Chattogram.

Jamal Uddin, a volunteer of the foundation in 
Chattogram who is coordinating the preparations, told The 
Daily Star that they were given the facility by a benevolent 
person. 

They have started readying the facility and will be able 
to open the hospital in the beginning of July.

“We will start with 50 beds and gradually will increase 
it to 100 beds. Now we are procuring necessary medical 
equipment to set up the central oxygen system. We want 
to ensure life-saving oxygen for Covid-19 patients,” he 
said.

Chattogram Metropolitan Police has extended their all-
out support in the initiative, he said.

Jamal said the facility will have 12 doctors, 18 nurses 
and 50 volunteers to take care of patients.

When asked what prompted the foundation to take such 
initiative in Chattogram, Jamal said some recent incidents 
of death due to the lack of oxygen drove them to come up 
with the initiative.

“We have seen people being turned away from hospitals 
-- imploring for treatment -- subsequently losing their 
lives. Particularly in Chattogram, such cases are rising. So, 
we wanted to do something. Our hospital would be able 
to give at least some relief to people in need of medical 
attention,” he added.

Ctg police 
station home 
delivering 
medicines
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Taking advantage of the 
current crisis, a section 
of unscrupulous port city 
pharmacies has created 
an artificial shortage of 
life-saving medicines for 
treating Covid-19. Despite 
repeated drives and 
warnings in the last few 
days, the medicine sellers 
are desperate to make a 
quick buck, holding the 
general people hostage.  

In this situation, Kotwali 
Police Station under 
Chattogram Metropolitan 
Police has introduced a 
mobile medicine service 
titled “My Pharmacy” for 
city dwellers, to fight the 
artificial price hike.

anyone can get 
medicine via home 
delivery for a fair price, 
after calling the hotline 
and showing doctor’s 
prescription through digital 
communication channels.

Officer-in-Charge Md 
Mohsin came up with 
the initiative, that started 
yesterday.

With help from BM 
Riders, a group of motor 

55 educators decry 
arrests made under 
Digital Security Act
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Fifty-three professors and teachers from universities across 
the country and beyond yesterday decried the arrest of 
Sirajum Munira, a teacher from Begum Rokeya University 
Rangpur.

Munira was arrested last Sunday for posting on social 
media about deceased former health minister Mohammed 
Nasim. 

“The enthusiasm of the university administration and 
the ruling party student group, and the proactive role of the 
law enforcers in arresting this teacher, was very apparent,” 
said a joint statement, calling the arrest the latest example 
of shrinking democratic rights.

In addition, two students -- one from Shahjalal 
University of Science and Technology in Sylhet and 
another from Islamic University in Kushtia -- were arrested 
and suspended for similar reasons, noted the statement.

They pointed that these arrests have been a defining 
feature of this pandemic -- since the pandemic started, the 
Digital Security Act has been used indiscriminately to target 
bloggers, cartoonists, journalists, teachers from schools, 
colleges and universities, and even relief-distributing 
volunteers. 

“We want to make it clear that threatening, prosecuting 
or arresting citizens for stating their political opinions is a 
violation of Article 39 of the constitution, and therefore, 
this is not a right possessed by the state, government or the 
ruling party,” it said. 

Maintaining etiquette in cyberspaces can only be done 
through community management, not through the use 
of any “illogical, malicious criminal law,” the statement 
observed.  

The professors stated that the aim of the Digital Security 
Act is not to make safe cyberspaces, but rather to restrict 
platforms that can be used by citizens to demand their 
rights or critique the government. 

“Arresting people for criticising the government on 

DIGITAL SECURITY ACT

Cartoonist Kishore, 
writer Mushtaq 
denied bail
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A virtual court in Dhaka yesterday rejected both the remand 
and bail petitions of four accused, including cartoonist 
Ahmed Kabir Kishore and writer Mushtaq Ahmed, in a 
case filed under the Digital Security Act.

The court, however, allowed police to interrogate the 
accused at jail gate for two days, within seven working days.

The two other accused are: Didarul Islam Bhuiyan, 
an activist of a platform called “Rastrachinta”, and 
businessman Minhaj Mannan Emon.

On completion of the interrogation, the defence lawyers 
can again submit bail petitions for their clients, court 
sources said.

Before the hearing yesterday, Metropolitan Magistrate 
Mohammad Jasim sent a video link to the authorities of 
Dhaka Central Jail in Keraniganj, who are the custodians 
for the accused. 

The conducting magistrate then witnessed the accused 
through videoconferencing and then held hearings on the 
prayers submitted on May 7.

Defence lawyers submitted two separate bail 
petitions along with cancellation of the remand prayers 
through email, and took part in the hearing through 
videoconferencing.

Eleven people -- including the four arrestees -- were 
charged with “spreading rumours and carrying out anti-
government activities” on May 6.

Swedish-Bangladeshi journalist Tasneem Khalil, who 
runs Netra News, US-based journalist Shahed Alam and 
blogger Asif Mohiuddin are also among those named in 
the case.

Sub-inspector Md Jasshedul Alam of Ramna Police 
Station, also the case’s investigation officer, submitted 
the two remand prayers for interrogating the detained 
accused.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

SEE PAGE 4COL 6 SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

COVID-19

Two more 
lawmakers 
test positive
STAR REPORT

Two more lawmakers 
yesterday tested positive for 
Covid-19.

Sylhet-2 MP Mukabbir 
Khan, who was admitted 
to Combined Military 
Hospital (CMH) in Dhaka 
on Monday, tested positive 
yesterday, his personal 
assistant Koyes Miah told 
our Sylhet correspondent. 

“The MP is at intensive 
care unit of CMH, but 
he is feeling better than 
Monday,” he said yesterday 
afternoon. 

Mukabbir, also a 
member of Gonoforum’s 
central convening 
committee, was admitted 
to CMH with breathing 
difficulties. 

Meanwhile, ruling 
Awami League MP and 
former chief whip of 
parliament Abdus Shahid, 
who was also hospitalised 
on Monday night, tested 
positive yesterday. 

Ahad Md Sayed, 
personal secretary of Abdus 
Shahid, said the AL MP was 
admitted to a hospital on 
Monday night as he had 
fever and cough.“

Today we got report that 
confirmed sir is infected,” 
he said yesterday.

FORAGING FOR SURVIVAL... Rizia Akhter looks for leafy vegetables amid the growth of grass along the rail lines in the capital’s Tejgaon. With 

earning sources severely hampered, many of these low-income people have been struggling to put food on the plate. Rizia said sometimes 

throwaway seeds of vegetables grow on the patches. The photo was taken recently.   PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN

A display board captures photos and records body temperatures of 

passengers arriving at the Kamalapur Railway Station in the capital. 

Two scanner archways have been set up at the station recently, 

inset, to make sure people leaving the capital via train do not have 

fever, a common symptom of Covid-19 infection. The photos were 

taken on Monday. PHOTO: FIROZ AHMED

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1
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Road crash 
in Faridpur 
claims a life
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

A man was killed in a road 
accident on Dhaka-Barishal 
highway in Nowpara bus 
stand area under Bhanga 
upazila in Faridpur 
yesterday.

The deceased was 
identified as Musa Munshi 
(48), son of late Sattar 
Munshi of Uzirkhakanda 
village in Sadarpur 
upazila.

Quoting locals, Anisur 
Rahman, sub-inspector 
of Bhanga Highway 
Police Station, said, “The 
accident took place when 
a truck from behind hit a 
motorbike Musa Munshi 
was riding. As a result, he 
died on the spot.”

Police seized the truck 
from the spot, but the driver 
managed to flee the scene, 
said the SI. 

Cop caught
FROM PAGE 3

“We had information 
that these syndicates were 
involved in yaba smuggling 
and selling the drugs in the 
area, after bringing them 
in from Cox’s Bazar,” said 
OC Latif.

OC Latif said Atikul 
identified himself as a 
member of police after 
the arrest. Atikul was 
on leave from March 23 
and got involved in yaba 
smuggling instead of 
joining his workplace, the 
OC said.

A case was filed against 
Atikul and his associate 
and they were placed on 
a two-day remand for 
interrogation, he said, 
adding that they would 
be interrogated for further 
details.

According to police 
sources, Atikul, hailing 
from Panchagarh district, 
joined as a police sub-
inspector in 2001 after 
completing his training the 
previous year. 

Majority of his 
batchmates have already 
received the promotion 
to inspector grade, but 
he remained in the same 
post due to multiple 
irregularities in his work, 
sources added.

Chinese national 
dies falling from 
resort building
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

A Chinese national died after he had fallen 
from a six-storey resort building at Kuakata 
tourist centre in Patuakhali on Monday 
afternoon.

The deceased -- Li-Heng (32) -- was 
working as the business manager of an 
under-construction coal-fired thermal 
power plant in Taltoli upazila of 
neighbouring Barguna, said Additional 
Superintendent of Police (Kalapara Circle) 
Ahmed Ali.

According to Li-Heng’s passport, he 
hailed from Heilongjiang area in   Beijing, 
he said.

He was staying in Room-1011 of the 
building belonging to Sikder Resort and 
Villa on the northern side of the resort, he 
said. 

An official of the resort company said 
he rented the room in November last year 
and used to go to Taltoli from Kuakata for 
work.

At noon on that day, the hotel staff heard 
a a loud thud, and found the man lying 
on the ground, said the official, seeking 
anonymity. 

ASP Ahmed Ali said the Chinese national 
died on the spot. An inquest report was 
made and the body was sent to Patuakhali 
General Hospital morgue for autopsy.

Migrants, families
FROM PAGE 3

receiving households (76pc). 
The survey found remittances were generally used to 

meet short-term needs and were rarely used to diversify 
assets or build financial resilience, which further increased 
the households’ dependence on remittances.

“Low financial literacy of the migrants and their families 
placed them in a precarious situation in terms of income 
stability, remittance management, and assets building.”

The report recommends investment in gender-
responsive skills development, promoting financial literacy 
and remittance management capacity of households.

“There should be investment in education and skills 
upgrade so that lower skilled migrant workers can earn 
more and break the cycle of debt,” the IOM study said.

It also recommended improving measures for debt 
management and formalising savings to mitigate 
vulnerability and promoting policies that increase women’s 
financial inclusion.

Giorgi Gigauri said, “We need to support the government 
to prioritise skills development of migrant workers so they 
can increase remittance flow to Bangladesh.”

“We also need to focus on providing financial literacy 
training, particularly to women, to improve productive 
investment of remittances and to build the resilience and 
financial independence of remittance-reliant households.”

55 educators
FROM PAGE 3

social media is having the opposite effect of hampering the 
government’s image in the international sphere,” said the 
professors. 

“We are not just angry because the teacher was our 
colleague, but because this arrest will hamper the 
platforms of online education, and impact the students. 
The law enables prosecution for general disagreements 
between students and teachers during virtual discussions, 
and destroys the psychological space needed for teaching 
and learning,” the statement said. 

“We fear that DSA is being used as an attempt to 
hide lawlessness. As an example, we can say that the 
promptness with which action was taken against Munira 
was completely nonexistent in the case of the university’s 
own vice-chancellor who had in the past gained media 
notoriety for being absent from the premises for a record 
number of days,” observed the teachers. They demanded 
the immediate release of all those arrested under the law. 

The statement was signed by Prof Anu Muhammad, Prof 
Sayeed Ferdous, Prof Mahmudul Sumon, Prof Swadhin Sen 
from Jahangirnagar University; Prof Kamrul Hasan, Prof 
Gitiara Nasreen, Prof Kajali Shehreen Islam, Prof Fahmidul 
Haq, Prof Samina Luthfa from Dhaka University; Prof Dina 
M Siddiqui from New York University, as well as teachers 
from University of Chittagong, University of Rajshahi, 
University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh, North South 
University, Cumilla University, Bangladesh Agricultural 
University , Shahjalal University of Science and Technology, 
Sylhet Agricultural University and East West University. 

Authorities in Ctg move against 
unlicensed hand sanitiser sellers
MOHAMMAD SUMAN, Ctg

Multiple drives are underway in the 
port city against shops selling fake hand 
sanitisers. In many cases, the traders 
are making the product themselves and 
selling them, without approval of drug 
administration department.

On Monday, a perfume trader was 
selling hand sanitiser at Khatunganj 
area of the city, charging Tk 250 for 
a 500 ml bottle. When a mobile 
court team of Chattogram District 
Administration entered the lane, the 
man attempted to close the shop 
immediately, but the court got there in 
time and seized fake hand sanitisers.

The local administration has found 
that fake hand sanitisers are being 
sold at multiple areas of Chattogram 
city, including Kalur Ghat, Sadar Ghat, 
and Hazari Lane. A huge quantity of 
fake sanitisers has been seized and Tk 
75,000 has been collected as fine from 
seven traders.

Executive Magistrate Shirin 

Akter told The Daily Star, “Harmful 
sanitisers, raw materials and expired 
hand-washing products were seized 
during the raids. We conducted several 
drives and fined sellers for exploiting 
people amid a crisis.”

“During the drive we found three 
perfume sellers in Khatunganj area 
selling fake hand sanitisers, although 
they have a license for selling 
perfume,” said the magistrate. 

“They produce and sell sanitiser but 
they don’t use the right ingredients 
and they don’t have permission from 
drug administration department to 
produce it,” she added.

 Omar Faruque, executive 
magistrate of Chattogram District 
Administration told The Daily Star, 
“Some seasonal traders have taken 
advantage of this opportunity to 
become hand sanitiser manufacturers 
themselves. Pharmacy owners, 
cosmetics traders, perfume traders are 
making these without license. We have 

tested these fake sanitisers in the lab 
and found that they contain harmful 
ingredients which can be carcinogenic 
instead of disinfecting.”

A mobile court on Sunday fined 
Rupsazza cosmetics shop in Hazari 
Lane Tk 20,000 for selling fake hand 
sanitiser.

Owner of the shop, Aminul Islam, 
told The Daily Star that the hand 
sanitiser was made using the right 
ingredients. “Due to the crisis in the 
market, we bought various chemicals 
and made them ourselves,” he 
claimed. However, he admitted that 
they do not have a license to make 
hand sanitiser.

Hossain Mohammad Imran, 
assistant director of Directorate of 
Drug Administration, Chattogram, 
said, “A hand sanitiser is prepared 
in a laboratory by mixing different 
chemicals in certain proportions. If 
the proportions are not maintained, 
then it can prove harmful.”

SEXUAL HARASSMENT OF PATIENT

Hospital staffer held, 
case filed in Khulna
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Police yesterday detained and filed a case against a hospital 
staffer who was accused of sexually harassing a Covid-19 
patient from Khulna city’s Hafiz Nagar area.   

The incident took place on Saturday, when Nazrul 
Islam, a ward boy of Khulna Diabetic Hospital, reportedly 
sexually harassed a 25-year-old woman who was being 
treated there.

Md Momtazul Haq, officer-in-charge of Sonadanga 
Model Police Station, confirmed his detention to The Daily 
Star. 

The victim lodged a complaint yesterday, and a case was 
filed under Women and Children Repression Prevention 
Act.

Nazrul was scheduled to be presented before a court on 
the same day.

According to hospital sources, the woman was 
admitted to the hospital on June 6, after testing positive 
for Covid-19. 

On the night of June 13, Nazrul went to the women’s 
ward area and sexually harassed the patient.

After nurses noticed what was happening, Nazrul fled  
the scene. The victim later informed authorities citing the 
incident.

Khulna Diabetic Hospital is run by Khulna Medical 
College Hospital (KMCH) authorities.

KMCH Director Munshi Md Reza Sekender said the 
patient was sent for home isolation on Monday, and Nazrul 
was sacked immediately after receiving verbal complaints 
from the patient’s relatives.

Ctg police
FROM PAGE 3

bikers, medicines will reach 
people’s doorsteps.

CMP Deputy 
Commissioner (South) 
Mehedi Hasan inaugurated 
the service.

OC Mohsin told 
this newspaper, “Many 
unscrupulous pharmacy 
owners are hiking up prices 
artificially, leaving citizens 
helpless. To beat the 
syndicate, we have adopted 
this idea, so that people 
can get their required 
medicines from us at a 
reasonable price.”

He said primarily, 
medicines will be provided 
in the city’s Kotwali area 
at 15 percent lower than 
market price.

Police sources said 
currently, they have 
contacted 15 pharmacies 
to get medicine supply. 
Anyone wishing to avail the 
service can call the hotline: 
01870700700.

MONEY LAUNDERING

Suspended jailer 
Sohel Rana 
granted bail

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday 
granted bail to Sohel Rana 
Biswas, suspended jailer of 
Chattogram Central Jail, in 
a money laundering case.  

The bail was granted 
until Anti-Corruption 
Commission (ACC) 
submits charge sheet to the 
trial court, on condition 
that he must surrender his 
passport to the lower court.

The bench of Justice 
Md Nazrul Islam Talukder 
passed the order, after 
virtually hearing a petition 
filed by Sohel, seeking bail.

Law enforcers arrested 
Sohel from Kishoreganj 
on October 27, 2018, with 
over Tk 44 lakh, fixed 
deposit receipts worth Tk 
2.5 crore and Phensedyl.

This cremation site at Chattogram city’s Kattali, which gets 

frequently overflowed with seawater, is being renovated so the 

deceased can be put to rest properly. The site was designated 

for those who died from Covid-19, but earlier, volunteers had to 

move bodies while traversing knee-deep water, inset. The photo 

was taken yesterday. PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN

Begin mass testing 
for Covid-19 now 
Ganasamhati Andolon urges govt
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Ganasamhati Andolon yesterday demanded the 
government’s approval of a coronavirus testing kit 
developed by the Gonoshasthaya Kendra and starting of 
mass testing immediately to reduce people’s sufferings.

The demand was made by the left-leaning political 
party at a demonstration organised in front of Jatiya 
Press Club in the capital. Presenting a seven-point 
demand, leaders and activists of the party later brought 
out a procession and started to march towards the health 
ministry at secretariat.

However, after being restricted by the police on 
Topkhana Road, they held a short rally there.

The party’s chief coordinator Zonayed Saki said 20 
percent budgetary allocation should be given in the 
health sector. “Timely allocation of money and proper 
implementation must be ensured,” he said.

Their other demands include establishing adequate 
quarantine and isolation facilities in densely populated 
areas; adequate oxygen support at hospitals; providing 
health card to every citizen to implement universal 
healthcare; establishing accountability in health sector by 
forming an independent constitutional commission and 
forming an independent judicial commission to investigate 
and prosecute all corruption in the sector.

“The first coronavirus patient was identified on March 
8. But the government did not take it seriously then; 
rather its primary task was to observe Mujib’s centenary 
programmes,” said Zonayed Saki.

He also said that the government had failed to continue 
lockdown to contain the coronavirus properly due to 
severe corruption over relief, and failure to feed poor 
communities.

Zonayed Saki, chief coordinator of Ganasamhati Andolon, 

speaks at the rally.
PHOTO:

COLLECTED



COUNTRY 5DHAKA WEDNESDAY JUNE 17, 2020, ASHAR 3 , 1427 BS

Toxic smoke from brick 
kilns damages crops
Leaves of mango, jackfruit, litchi, coconut and 
betel nut trees also turned brownish due to the 
smoke emitted from nearny kilns
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Farmers at Nawdabas village in Phulbari 
upazila of Kurigram are worried as Paddy, 
fruit trees, bamboo clusters and betel nuts 
have been severely damaged due to toxic 
smoke from nearby brick kilns.

The aggrieved farmers have already 
written to the upazila administration to 
remove brick kilns from the middle of a 
vast tract of cropland because it damaged 
crops every year.

The paddy plants on 25 bighas of land 
near Kharibari Saifur Rahman Government 
College in the area has dried out and turned 
sterile under the impact of smoke emitted 
form Messrs Altaf Bricks Fields, said local 
growers. 

The leaves of mango, jackfruit, litchi, 
coconut and betel nut trees had turned 
brownish due to toxic smoke from the 
brick kilns, said Mukul Chandra Roy, 
Bishwanath and Tajul Islam, farmers of 
Nawdabas village.

Farmer Sukumar Roy of the village 
alleged that a vast tract of cropland has 
been damaged by toxic smoke every year 
but nobody dared to protest against the 
brick kiln owners as they are very powerful.

Mozammel Haque, member of Nagdah 
union parishad, said the toxic smoke from 
brick kilns damaged plants and crops in the 
area. He has already talked to the brick kiln 
owners about the matter but to no response 
from them yet.

Altaf Hossain, owner of Messrs Altaf 
Bricks, said some plants and crops in the 
area have been slightly damaged. Farmers 
who suffered will be compensated soon.

Deputy Director of Department of 
Environment (DoE) in Rangpur Mezbah Ul 
Alam said six brick kilns in the upazila are 
being operated without any approval from 
DoE.

Phulbari Upazila Agriculture Officer 
Mahbubur Rashid said immediate action 
will be taken in this regard.

Newlywed 

couple 

found dead 
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Thakurgaon 

A newlywed couple 
reportedly died by suicide at 
Chapor Parbotipur village 
in Ranishankoil upazila 
early yesterday. 

The deceased were 
identified as Bipur Kumar 
Roy, 23, a tailor and son of 
late Sheth Kumar, and his 
wife Parul Roy, 20. 

The couple got married 
only a few months ago.

Officer in Charge (OC) 
of Ranishankoil Police 
Station Abdul Mannan told 
this correspondent over 
phone that the couple used 
to live with Bipul’s foster 
mother Momita Bala. 

The duo went to sleep 
on Monday night, but 
as they didn’t woke up 
yesterday morning, Momita 
first knocked the door and 
then peeped through a gap 
between the fences and 
found them hanging from 
the same rope.    

Hearing Momita’s 
screams, neighbours rushed 
to the spot, entered the 
room by breaking the room 
andf found them hanging. 

Man found 
murdered
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Natore

Unidentified criminals 
killed a man in Baraigram 
upazila on Monday. 

The deceased, Mubarak 
Hossain, 45, a farmer, was son 
of Khair Uddin of Ikri village.

Officer in Charge of 
Baraigram Police Station 
Dilip Kumar Das said 
villagers found his body 
lying in a jute field at the 
village in the evening and 
informed the police.

His body bore injury 
marks on the neck, he said, 
adding that criminals might 
have strangled him to death.

Mubarak went out of his 
on Monday afternoon to go 
to adjacent Sunabaju Bazar. 

TANGAIL, KURIGRAM

People losing dwellings, croplands as 
Jamuna, Brahmaputra turn furious
STAR COUNTRY DESK

Serious river erosion at the onset of the 
monsoon brings woe to people living on the 
bank of the Jamuna and Brahmaputra rivers in 
Tangail and Kurigram districts.

Erosion by the Jamuna has turned serious, 
devouring dwelling houses, other structures 
as well as croplands in Nagarpur, Kalihati 
and Bhuapur upazilas in Tangail, reports our 
correspondent. 

At least 50 dwellings, a primary school and 
vast tracts of croplands were devoured by the 
river during the last few days. 

The worst affected areas are Solimabad union 
in Nagarpur, Gohaliabari union in Kalihati and 
Govindasi union in Bhuapur. 

Many houses, educational and religious 
institutions, markets and other structures are 
facing erosion threat, said locals and public 
representatives. 

The building of Paisha Maijhail Government 
Primary School at Solimabad in Nagarpur was 
destroyed by the strong current of the river on 
Sunday, said Azizul Haque Babu of the area. 

The people in the riverside area are passing 
sleepless nights fearing erosion and many 
of them stared shifting their houses to other 
places. 

Syed Faijul Islam, upazila nirbahi officer in 
Nagarpur, along with others visited the area 
on Sunday and told the affected people to take 
shelter at nearby Janata Degree College. 

The river erosion is affecting localities near 
the east end of the Bangabandhu Bridge at 
Alipur village under Gohaliabari union in 
Kalihati and Khanurbari, Kostapara, Bhalkutia 

and Chituliapara Govindasi in Bhuapur for the 
last few weeks. 

Contacted, Md Sirajul Islam, executive 
engineer of Water Development Board in 
Tangail, said they have already done some 
emergency works at Govindasi in Bhuapur to 
save a local primary school and are making 
preparations to dump GEO bags at Alipur in 
Kalihati to save a local school and a madrasa. 

“It is hardly possible to check the erosion by 
the mighty Jamuna river with 

emergency works. We have sent project 
proposals for permanent works to the higher 
authorities and waiting for their approval,” he 
added. 

Our Lalmonirhat Correspondent reports: At 
least 47 families have become homeless as their 
homesteads were devoured by the Brahmaputra 
at Dhanarchar Nutangram village of Jadurchar 
union under Roumari upazila in Kurigram in 
the last two weeks. 

Many villagers are shifting their houses 
to safe places as the river continued eroding 
homesteads and arable lands.

Public representatives and Water 
Development Board (WDB) officials visited the 
erosion-hit area but no step is yet to be taken 
for checking the erosion, locals said. 

“I with six family members took shelter in a 
relative’s house as my house and three bighas 
of arable lands have gone into the Brahmaputra 
River. I have lost everything. I don’t know how I 
will manage our livelihood,” said Khadem Ali, 
a farmer of the village. 

Jaynob Bewa of the village is also staying at a 
relative’s house, having lost her homestead on 
seven decimals of land and one bigha of arable 
land to the Brahmaputra. 

“Illegal extraction of sand from the river with 
dredger is the main reason behind the serious 
erosion that made us homeless. We made 
protest against illegal sand lifting but didn’t get 
any result as politically influential musclemen 
were involved in the act,” she said. 

Mati Miah, another erosion-hit farmer of the 
village, said he lost five bighas of arable lands 
in the last ten days while at least 250 bighas of 
arable land have already been eroded. 

“Some people illegally lift sand from the river 
during dry season, which later causes erosion of 
nearby homesteads and arable lands. Local MP, 
upazila chairman, union chairman and WDB 
engineers visited our village but we do not see 
any step for checking the erosion,” he said. 

WDB Executive Engineer in Kurigram Ariful 
Islam told The Daily Star, “We are preparing to 
take primary steps for checking the erosion by 
the Brahmaputra. Local administration has to 
take action against illegal sand extraction from 
rivers, which is the cause of the erosion.”

Paisha Maijhail Government Primary School at Solimabad in Tangail’s Nagarpur lies ravaged due to erosion by the Jamuna river on Sunday. 

Above, a scene of erosion by the Brahmaputra at Dhanarchar Nutangram village of Jadurchar union in Kurigram’s Roumari upazila. PHOTO: STAR

Paddy plants dry out and turn sterile under the impact of toxic smoke emitted from a 

brick kiln at Nawdabas village in Phulbari upazila of Kurigram. PHOTO: COLLECTED

A pregnant woman receives health consultancy and treatment at a daylong free 

medical camp, organised by 15 East Bengal (Mechanised) of Bangladesh Army, at 

Sadar Uddin College premises in Manikganj’s Shivalaya upazila recently.
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Relatives of missing people take part in a protest outside the 26-A Military Camp, where Mexico’s President 

Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador holds a news conference, in El Lencero, Veracruz state, Mexico, on Monday. 

Opponents of security law 
are ‘enemy of the people’
Says Hong Kong leader; N Korea backs China
REUTERS, Hong Kong

Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam yesterday urged opponents of Beijing’s plan to 
impose national security legislation in the financial hub to stop “smearing” 
the effort, saying those who did were “the enemy of the people”.

Beijing last month announced a plan to introduce legislation in Hong 
Kong to tackle secession, subversion, terrorism and foreign interference. 
The law could see Chinese security agencies set up bases in the city for the 
first time.

Critics see the law as the most serious threat to a “one country, two systems” 
formula, agreed when the former British colony returned to Chinese rule in 
1997 to protect its freedoms and role as a global financial centre.

The Chinese government and Lam’s Beijing-backed city administration 
say the law will not curtail freedoms and will only target a small number 
of “troublemakers” and help bring stability after a year of anti-government 
protests. “

The government has mounted a campaign to rally public support for 
the legislation, with billboards, a booklet with questions and answers and 
a video of Lam defending the law “in the public interest”.

Meanwhile, Britain yesterday said that China’s plan to impose national 
security legislation on Hong Kong would undermine the autonomy of its 
former colony and could threaten rights and freedoms there.

A diplomat from North Korea then took the floor to voice concern at 
“certain countries’ attempt to use Hong Kong-related issues to interfere 
in China’s domestic affairs”. Hong Kong was “an inseparable part” where 
China’s sovereignty is exercised and its constitution is applied, he said.

Saudi faces 
perilous hajj 
call amid

pandemic
AFP, Riyadh

Saudi Arabia is expected 
to scale back or call off 
this year’s hajj pilgrimage 
for the first time in its 
modern history, observers 
say, a perilous decision as 
coronavirus cases spike.

Muslim nations are 
pressing Riyadh to give its 
much-delayed decision on 
whether the annual ritual 
will go ahead as scheduled 
in late July.

But as the kingdom 
negotiates a call fraught 
with political and economic 
risks in a tinderbox region, 
time is running out to 
organise logistics for one 
of the world’s largest mass 
gatherings.

A full-scale hajj, which 
last year drew about 2.5 
million pilgrims, appears 
increasingly unlikely 
after authorities advised 
Muslims in late March to 
defer preparations due to 
the fast-spreading disease.

A Saudi official told AFP: 
“The decision will soon be 
made and announced.”

Indonesia, the world’s 
most populous Muslim 
nation, withdrew from the 
pilgrimage this month. 
Malaysia, Senegal and 
Singapore followed suit.

Many other countries 
with Muslim populations 
-- from Egypt and Morocco 
to Turkey, Lebanon and 
Bulgaria -- have said they 
are still awaiting Riyadh’s 
decision. In countries 
like France, faith leaders 
have urged Muslims to 
“postpone” their pilgrimage 
plans until next year due to 
the prevailing risks.

But any decision to limit 
or cancel the event risks 
annoying Muslim hardliners 
for whom religion trumps 
health concerns. It could 
also trigger renewed scrutiny 
of the Saudi custodianship 
of Islam’s holiest sites 
-- the kingdom’s most 
powerful source of political 
legitimacy.

A decision to cancel the 
hajj would be a first since 
the kingdom was founded 
in 1932.

Worry more about climate, not COVID-19
Says James ‘Gaia’ Lovelock as he talks about humanity’s existential threat
AFP, Paris

James Lovelock -- founder of the Gaia theory and, 
arguably, the field of Earth system science -- thinks 
the world has lost perspective in responding to 
the new coronavirus, and should focus on a far 
more formidable foe: global warming.

“My impression is that we have overreacted 
almost everywhere to the pandemic,” he told AFP 
by phone from his home in southern England, 
where he has been in lockdown with his wife.

Lovelock, who will be 101 next month, has 
had the disconcerting habit in his 75-year career 
of being right about important things.

“Disconcerting” because his ideas have often 
been at odds with conventional wisdom, ahead 
of their time or, in the case of climate change, 
unbearably grim.

In the early 1960s, for example, when Nasa 
was determined to find life on Mars, Lovelock 
-- under contract at the Jet Propulsion Lab in 
California -- told his employers there almost 
certainly wasn’t any, and then designed the 
experiment to prove it.

When he announced a decade later that Earth 
is best understood as a single, self-regulating 
superorganism, the notion was at first ridiculed 
by his peers. 

By the 1990s, however, the complex interplay 
of all life forms with the water, air and rocks 
around them -- Earth’s geo-bio-chemical 
balancing act -- was accepted as self-evident.

Lovelock -- who worked in the virus 
department of Britain’s National Institute for 
Medical Research from the end of World War II to 
1957 -- puts the global COVID-19 response into 
the context of earlier viral outbreaks.

“The flu pandemics were worse in terms of 
deaths, and no such reaction took place then,” 
he said, adding that he barely recalled the 1957 
Asian flu, which left more than a million dead 
worldwide. Another flu outbreak in 1968 was 
just as deadly. The new coronavirus has claimed 
more than 430,000 lives to date.

With his trademark flare for provocation, 
Lovelock said the pandemic could even be seen 
as beneficial, in a cruel Darwinian kind of way.

“It mainly kills off my age group -- the oldies 
-- and there are too many of us anyway,” he said. 

“At the same time, it is relatively harmless to the 
young.”

The far bigger threat to humanity in the early 
21st century is global warming, Lovelock insisted. 
“Climate change is more dangerous to life on 
Earth than almost any conceivable disease,” he 
said. “If we don’t do something about it, we will 
find ourselves removed from the planet.” 

With his 2006 book “The Revenge of Gaia” 
and its 2009 sequel “The Vanishing Face of Gaia”, 
Lovelock became known as a prophet of climate 
doom, though he later walked back his most dire 
predictions, at least in terms of how quickly they 
might befall us.

But an uncharacteristic note of optimism has 
since crept into his analysis.

But if the glimmer of hope he offers will be 
welcomed by many climate activists who had 
written him off as a climate Cassandra, his 
solutions probably won’t.

Even if humanity knows the causes of climate 
change, Lovelock doubts we can switch from 
dirty to clean energy quickly enough to avoid 
a scenario in which Earth itself -- via melting 
permafrost, the shrinking Arctic ice cap -- begin 
to drive global warming as well.

To buy time, he argues, we need to turn to 
technology.

“Many different ways to keep Earth cool have 
been suggested. One idea I find attractive is a 
sunshade in heliocentric orbit” -- essentially a 
giant sun umbrella in space.

STUDY ON CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

Diseases put 1 in 
5 at severe risk

AFP, Paris

An estimated 1.7 billion people -- more than 20 percent of 
the world’s population -- risk becoming severely infected 
with COVID-19 due to underlying health problems such as 
obesity and heart disease, analysis showed yesterday.

The novel coronavirus, which has killed more than 
420,000 people globally during the first wave of the 
pandemic, adversely effects patients suffering from co-
morbidities. 

A team of experts from the London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine analysed global data sets of illnesses 
including diabetes, lung disease and HIV used these to 
estimate how many people are at heightened risk of serious 
COVID-19 infection. 

They found that one in five people have at least one 
underlying health problem putting them in greater danger.

While not all of those would go on to develop severe 
symptoms if infected, the researchers said around 4 
percent of the global population -- around 350 million) 
would likely get sick enough to require hospital 
treatment. 

Andrew Clark, who contributed to the study, said the 
findings could help governments make decisions on who 
receives a COVID-19 vaccine first when one becomes 
available. 

Consistent with other studies about COVID risk, the 
authors found that older people are in greater danger of 
getting seriously unwell from the virus.  Less than 5 percent 
of people aged under 20 have an underlying risk factor, 
compared with two thirds of over 70s. 

Nathan Hale High School seniors join with others to protest 

against racial inequality in the aftermath of the death in 

Minneapolis police custody of George Floyd on their graduation 

day in Seattle, Washington, on Monday. Inset, A Student holds a 

sign saying that Tamir Rice, killed by Cleveland Police in 2014, 

would have been a 2020 graduate with them. PHOTO: REUTERS

North Korea blows up 
liaison office with South

REUTERS, Seoul

North Korea blew up an office set up to 
foster better ties with South Korea in its 
border town of Kaesong yesterday after 
it threatened to take action if North 
Korean defectors went ahead with a 
campaign to send propaganda leaflets 
into the North.

North Korea’s KCNA state news said 
the liaison office, which had been closed 
since January over fears of the novel 
coronavirus, was “tragically ruined with 
a terrific explosion”.

South Korea also said the office had 
been blown up. Its media reported that 
an explosion was heard and smoke 
could be seen rising over Kaesong.

The office, when it was operating, 
served as an embassy for both of the 
old rivals and its destruction represents 
a major set-back for efforts by South 
Korea’s President Moon Jae-in to coax 
the North into cooperation.

Tension has been rising over recent 
days with North Korea threatening to 

cut ties with South Korea and retaliate 
over the propaganda leaflets, which 
carry messages critical of North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un, including on 
human rights.

KCNA said the office was blown up 
to force “human scum and those, who 
have sheltered the scum, to pay dearly 
for their crimes”. North Korea refers to 
defectors as “human scum”.

A South Korean military source 
told Reuters that there had been signs 
North Korea was going ahead with the 
demolition earlier in the day, and South 
Korean military officials watched live 

surveillance imagery as the building was 
blown up.

The first diplomatic mission of its 
kind, the inter-Korean liaison office was 
established in 2018 as part of a series 
of projects aimed at reducing tensions 
between the two Koreas.

Earlier yesterday, North Korean state 
media quoted the military as saying it 
has been studying an “action plan” to re-
enter zones that had been demilitarized 
under a 2018 inter-Korean pact and 
“turn the front line into a fortress”.

South Korea’s defence ministry called 
for North Korea to abide by the 2018 
agreement, under which both sides’ 
militaries vowed to cease “all hostile 
acts” and they dismantled a number 
of structures along the heavily fortified 
Demilitarized Zone between the two 
countries.

South Korea’s President Moon urged 
North Korea on Monday to keep peace 
agreements reached by the two leaders 
and return to dialogue.

More than 30 ‘active’ 
alien civilisations 

in our galaxy!
INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

There could be more than 30 alien civilisations in 
our galaxy, researchers have found in a major study.

A new paper looked to understand how many 
planets in our neighbourhood could be home to 
alien life, by assuming that life develops on other 
planets in a similar way to how it develops on Earth, 
and matching that to planets that could be home to 
similar evolution.

It found that there could be dozens of active 
civilisations waiting to be found in our Milky Way. 
But it could also shed light on our own fate, and 
suggest our prospects for long-term survival are 
lower than we may have thought.

“There should be at least a few dozen active 
civilizations in our Galaxy under the assumption that 
it takes 5 billion years for intelligent life to form on 
other planets, as on Earth,” Christopher Conselice of 
the University of Nottingham said in a statement.

“The idea is looking at evolution, but on a cosmic 
scale. We call this calculation the Astrobiological 
Copernican Limit.”

The Astrobiological Copernican limits come in 
two forms. One is the ‘weak’ limit, which suggests 
that intelligent life forms on a planet any time after 5 
billion years. The other is the ‘Strong’ limit where life 
formed between 4.5 billion and 5 billion years ago.

SOURCE: REUTERS, AFP, 

NY City police disband 
rough street unit 

The New York Police Department is disbanding 
its aggressive anti-crime unit, a move aimed at 
turning alienated residents into crime-stopping 

allies, part of a nationwide push for policing 
reforms following the killing of George Floyd. 

In a major redeployment, the country’s largest 
police force will reassign some 600 plainclothes 

officers in the anti-crime unit, the target of 
numerous complaints, to other duties, effective 
immediately, Commissioner Dermot Shea said 
on Monday. “Make no mistake, this is a seismic 
shift in the culture of how the NYPD polices this 
great city,” Shea told a news briefing. “It will be 

felt immediately throughout the five district 
attorney’s offices, it will be felt immediately in 

the communities that we protect.”  Floyd’s, a 
black man, death has triggered national soul-

searching over racial prejudice in American 
society and prompted calls for new ways of 

policing.

Editors at VOA resign as 
Trump appointee arrives

The top two directors at Voice of America 
resigned on Monday, just as President Donald 

Trump’s appointee began his role as chief 
executive of the parent organization of the US 
government-run international broadcaster. In 
a resignation letter to staff reported by VOA, 

Director Amanda Bennett and her top deputy, 
Sandra Sugawara, said the appointment of 

Michael Pack will not change anything about 
“your passion, your mission, your integrity.” 
Trump accused VOA of amplifying Chinese 

propaganda after a segment on a light show 
marking the reopening of Wuhan, the city 

where the coronavirus pandemic first emerged. 
Pack is a close ally of conservative political 

activists including Steve Bannon, once a top 
aide to Trump and former executive chairman 

of the right-wing website Breitbart News.

Trump seethes as FDA bans 
use of anti-malaria drug 

The US Food and Drug Administration 
on Monday revoked its emergency use 

authorization for hydroxychloroquine to 
treat COVID-19, but quickly came under fire 
from President Donald Trump, who said only 
US agencies have failed to grasp its benefit in 

fighting the coronavirus. Based on new evidence, 
the FDA said it was no longer reasonable to 

believe that hydroxychloroquine and the related 
drug chloroquine may be effective in treating 

the illness caused by the novel coronavirus. 
The FDA also warned that the drugs have been 

shown in lab studies to interfere with Gilead 
Sciences Inc’s antiviral drug remdesivir - the 

only medicine so far to show a benefit against 
COVID-19 in formal clinical trials.

UN slammed for taking 
Saudi coalition off blacklist
Israel, Myanmar also escape the ‘list of shame’
AGENCIES

Campaigners have criticised the UN for 
removing the Saudi-led military coalition 
in Yemen from a list of groups violating 
children’s rights, adding that the coalition 
had been responsible for the death or injury 
of 222 children last year.

“The Coalition to Support 
Legitimacy in Yemen will be 
delisted for the violation of 
killing and maiming, following 
a sustained significant decrease 
in killing and maiming due 
to air strikes,” said the UN’s 
newly-published annual report 
on children in conflict zones, 
adding that the death toll had 
fallen since an agreement signed 
in March 2019.

The report was issued as Houthi rebels 
reported that an airstrike from the Saudi-led 
coalition struck a vehicle carrying civilians 
in northern Yemen on Monday, killing 13 
people, including four children.

Human Rights Watch (HRW) denounced 
Guterres for dropping the coalition from 

the “list of shame,” saying he was “ignoring 
the UN’s own evidence of continued grave 
violations against children.”

Inger Ashing of Save the Children called 
it a “shocking decision” by Guterres.

HRW and the Watchlist also criticised 
the secretary-general for leaving 
Israel off the blacklist despite 
it being responsible for 1,525 
casualties among Palestinian 
children last year, including 29 
deaths. 

The report, which reviews 
several conflicts worldwide each 
year, said 4,019 children were 
verified as having been killed 
and more than 6,000 maimed in 
2019. The numbers were similar 
to 2018, according to the UN.

The report also partially removed the 
Tatmadaw, Myanmar’s armed forces, from 
the blacklist. They no longer appear for 
recruitment of children but remain on the 
list for sexual violence, killing, and maiming.

Save the Children described the move as 
“premature and dangerous”.

CHILD RIGHTS 

VIOLATIONS



7

1. Holding steering and horn in hands 2. 3. 

4. 5. 6. 

1.

Holding steering 

and horn in 

hands

2.

Placing brake 

and accelerator 

under feet

3.

Keeping eyes 

open looking 

ahead

4.

Keeping brain 

cool

5.

Becoming most 

realistic

6.

Controlling 

own-self

(a) learning

(e) choice

(i) eloquence

(b) intellectual

(f) sensibility

(j) darkness

(c) attain

(g) parochialism

(d) enlighten

(h) aware



EDITORIAL

LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

letters@thedailystar.net

Higher cost of phone usage
Following the proposed budget for the 2020-21 
fiscal year, mobile phone users will have to pay 
higher bills as supplementary duty is set to increase 
to 15 percent from the existing 10 percent. As a 
result, users will be charged extra for SMS, voice 
calls and internet usage. During this pandemic, 
we have been heavily dependent on mobile 
usage. People from all walks of life are performing 
their day to day activities using e-commerce, 
online banking, online classes, online office, etc. 
If this proposal is passed, the higher costs will 
harm everyone, from farmers to students and 
businessmen, and impede the flow of development 
and the digitalisation of Bangladesh. I humbly urge 
the respective authorities to rethink the incremental 
supplementary duty on mobile phone usage.

MA Hafez, Dhaka
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Great strides in 
producing renewable 
energy
But reliance on biomass continues

F
INDING alternative sources of energy, which would 
not deplete too quickly over time and would not 
impose adverse consequences on the environment, 

has been at the top of the list for our planners; and all the 
more so since Bangladesh happens to be one of the five 
fastest growing economies in the world, with an increasing 
need for energy. Renewable and climate friendly sources of 
energy are also linked with reducing the greenhouses gases 
effect and the resultant damaging consequences of climate 
change, and has, since our Climate Change Strategy and 
Action Plan was formulated, been identified as one of the 
goals of Bangladesh, which aimed to generate five percent of 
its power needs from renewable energy sources by 2015, and 
10 percent by 2020.

And a good strategy has borne fruit. According to REN21’s 
Renewables 2020 Global Status Report (GSR) which was 
released on Monday, Bangladesh has achieved quite a 
distinction with respect to producing renewable energy, 
becoming one of the top six countries in terms of generating 
electricity using solar solutions, and, as of 2017, around 
eight percent of the country’s total power generation capacity 
was sources from off-grid solar. According to the same, the 
electricity access in Bangladesh has almost doubled, from 
only 47 percent in 2010 to about 95 percent in 2019. 

But that, unfortunately, is not enough. Even now, more 
than 80 percent of the households in Bangladesh depend on 
traditional sources of energy like biomass, coal and kerosene, 
all having serious consequences on the environment. 
Therefore, we believe that extra emphasis should be put on, 
what experts call, renewable pathways. The moot point is 
whether we can transit to 100 percent renewable sources 
in a relatively short time. A study in this regard recently has 
suggested that a shift to 100 percent renewable energy can 
provide sufficient energy for all at the lowest possible costs. 
The findings also unveil a high potential for reducing carbon 
emissions. Meanwhile, the focus of the government should 
be on ensuring extensive use of off-grid solar and mini-grid 
technologies, as well as environment friendly, clean cooking 
facilities.

Education sector needs 
a recovery plan
Mere extension of closures of 
schools, colleges won’t help

T
HE government has once again extended the closure 
of all educational institutions including schools and 
colleges to August 6, in line with ongoing efforts to 

contain transmission of the coronavirus. A decision in this 
regard was imminent, and expected by the education sector, 
with the previously announced closure period expiring on 
June 15. All educational institutions in the country have 
been closed since March 17. If current trends in infections 
and deaths from the coronavirus continue, the closing 
period may extend well beyond September, which was when 
the prime minister earlier said might be a possible time for 
considering a reopening. In fact, experts predict that things 
will further deteriorate in the coming days. While saving 
lives without ignoring the economic exigencies of the people 
is our number-one priority at the moment, one fears the 
decision to keep students at home for a long time, without 
coming up with a comprehensive rescue and recovery plan 
for the education sector, will create formidable challenges.

The government’s interventions in education so far have 
been mostly limited to extending closures and providing 
basic guidelines and edicts on how to continue virtual 
learning. The idea of virtual learning worked to some extent 
but risks falling by the wayside as many students, especially 
those from poorer families and disadvantaged groups, 
are finding it difficult to cope with. While universities are 
devising their own plan to resume semesters, how do we 
make up for the loss in the studies of the vast number of 
school and college going children? How do we reduce the 
inequalities sparked by unequal and insufficient access to 
online classes and tutorials? What about the mid-year exams, 
or the HSC exams which have been deferred for an indefinite 
period? We need an urgent rescue and recovery plan to 
offset the impacts of the pandemic on education. Campaign 
for Popular Education (CAMPE), a civil society forum of 
education NGOs, warned that progress made in the last 
two decades in education is in danger of being lost due to 
the immediate and longer-term consequences of Covid-19. 
Similar alerts have been raised by UNESCO for low and 
middle income countries. To address this threat, CAMPE 
had urged the government to initiate a three-year education 
recovery plan.

Surely, there is a surfeit of ideas about what could be 
included in such a plan. The government can begin by 
having experts devise a comprehensive plan that will include 
our ICT infrastructure, connectivity, broadband access, 
educational technology support and training for teachers, 
among other priorities, as necessary components. Some 
form of selective reopening may be considered in the near 
future. And of course, the proposed education budget should 
be reviewed and changed to allocate at least 15 percent of 
the total budget for education, as experts have demanded, to 
recover from the learning loss created by Covid-19.

“T
HERE are 
decades 
where 

nothing happens; 
and there are 
weeks where 
decades happen.” 
This comment 
by Vladimir 
Lenin, describing 
the Bolshevik 
revolution over 
100 years ago, 

serves as an apt metaphor for the journey 
Bangladesh has had since March 8, when 
the country confirmed its first Covid-19 
case. It’s been 100 days since that fateful 
spring day—and three months since the 
day its first Covid-19 death was reported. 
The official death toll so far from the 
pandemic has topped 1,200 and the 
number of infections has crossed 90,000. 
Bangladesh is now the eighteenth worst-
affected country in the world, even ahead 
of China, where the pandemic began. 

These figures help us understand 
our position in a world ravaged by the 
coronavirus. What the “curve” doesn’t 
tell you is the price paid in sufferings: 
the decades’ worth of pain, chaos and 
uncertainty, all endured in just months. 
For the ordinary folks, there seems to 
be no end to this Herculean test of 
endurance. For them, there is only the 
next turn in the road. The next batch of 
unaided, unrecognised victims. The next 
bureaucratic screw-up, leading to even 
bigger screw-ups.

Any analysis of how the crisis has 
evolved in the 100 days since the first case 
will illustrate how Bangladesh’s response, 
like that of most countries, has been 
shaped by a persisting conflict between 
opening up the economy and saving lives. 
As one of the most densely populated 
countries and simultaneously one of the 
poorest, it’s naturally getting the worst of 
both worlds: a higher infection rate than 
comparable countries and a more ravaged 
economy. With the country’s historically 
underdeveloped and underfunded 
healthcare system, no one, frankly, 
expected the government to be fully 
prepared for a crisis of this magnitude. We 
have seen stronger systems than that falling 
apart. But it was, at the least, expected to 
learn from its mistakes as it went along 
and judiciously use its limited capacity and 
resources for a better response. As it turned 
out, even a lowered expectation was one 
too many.

So how did a country otherwise used to 
frequent natural calamities fail so badly in 
dealing with this disaster? Let’s consider 
four key factors that might explain this.

Ossified bureaucratic/political 
institutions
After the March 8 disclosure, the 
government’s lukewarm response to 
the initial warnings about imported 
Covid-19 cases and a possible spread at 
the community level served as a sign of 
things to come. In the subsequent days, we 
began to see frequent shifts in strategy: a 
countrywide lockdown imposed; stimulus 
packages announced and food (and cash) 
relief distributed; factories allowed to 
reopen; lockdown withdrawn amid soaring 
cases. These decisions, suffice to say, were 
meant to merely ride the beast—not to 
tame or direct it. There was no carefully 
laid out plan, no vision for the future.

A big part of why these decisions 
failed to contain the outbreak is the 
government’s bureaucracy-driven approach 
with poorly-crafted targets and their 
equally poor execution. At a time when 
the system was supposed to be flexible 

and more accountable and place itself 
on a war footing, given the extraordinary 
circumstances, it allowed itself to be 
tied down by bureaucratic deadweight, 
corruption, narrow political interests, 
and obsessions with pettifogging rules. 
Meanwhile, it continued to rule out any 
involvement of private-sector experts 
at any stage of policy development and 
execution. Consider, for example, how 
the Gonoshasthaya Kendra’s coronavirus 
testing kit has been kept in limbo even 
after three months of its development, or 
how the voices of reason were snubbed in 
preparing the proposed budget which, if 
done right, could give Bangladesh’s rescue 
and recovery plan a big push forward.

TTI and treatment debacles
On April 5, Bangladesh was ranked 
117th in the list of countries with the 
highest cases in the world. Today, within 
two and a half months, it finds itself in 
the 18th position. In simple terms, this 
means those hundred countries that 
were above us in the ranking have done 
a better job of containing the spread of 
the virus. How much of this downward 

plunge for Bangladesh is an organic 
development, following the natural laws 
of viral transmission, and how much of 
it is because of our policy failures and 
execution blunders is anybody’s guess.

Experts say there is a two-stage optimal 
strategy for dealing with Covid-19: The 
first stage is a lockdown to stop the spread 
of the virus; the second involves ending 
the lockdown step by step. A number of 
conditions have to be met to graduate 
from stage one to stage two (and to 
remain there). Bangladesh has ticked 
both boxes, but without meeting any of 
the conditions. The stress is on “any”. For 
example, one of the conditions for lifting 
lockdown is building up a decent test, 
trace and isolate (TTI) infrastructure. Ours 
is not even remotely comparable. Our 
stubbornly low levels of testing mean that 
the actual numbers could be far worse 
(only around 15,000 samples are tested 
every day in around 60 labs across the 
country). Of the 18 countries at the top, 
only Mexico is conducting fewer tests than 
Bangladesh. How can we ever hope to 
check the virus with such a pathetic TTI 
regime? The healthcare system, meanwhile, 

is crumbling. After mounting reports of 
Covid-19 and general patients, and those 
with suspected Covid-19 symptoms, dying 
without treatment, the High Court, on June 
15, ruled that denying treatment to patients 
would be considered a criminal offence. As 
well as these TTI and treatment debacles, 
the government has also drawn sharp 
criticism for its failure to provide adequate 
protective equipment for fmedical staff and 
other frontline workers.

Evasive communication 
The other side of this dismal coin is the 
lack of communication. Communication 
is highly important in a pandemic 
situation. Information saves lives. But 
the government’s communications have 
been mostly evasive and shambolic. 
From day one, it has failed to provide a 
coherent account of its plans, policies 
and capacities. Contradictory numbers 
of infections and deaths were sometimes 
given. Then confusion reigned when 
the nationwide lockdown was imposed, 
which the government promoted as a 
“general holiday”. By doing so, it created 
a perception that emergency lockdown 

measures were not essentially enforceable. 
Many people were, and still are, in the 
dark about what to do when, for example, 
someone needs to get tested. Or think of 
the time when garments workers were 
given mixed messages about resuming 
work, taking them on a desperate trip 
through overcrowded ferries that both 
risked their safety and likely helped 
spread the virus in far-flung corners of the 
country. Even now, when the government 
has reportedly prepared a list of 55 virus 
hotspots to be categorised as “red zones” 
and placed under lockdown, there seems to 
be confusion all around.

Instead of establishing a channel of 
communication that inspires trust and 
dispels confusion, the authorities have 
rather taken regressive measures to curb the 
free flow of information. Activists, doctors, 
academics, and journalists are justifiably 
afraid to speak up, thanks in no small part 
to the recent spike in lawsuits and other 
harassment and scare tactics against critics. 
The cumulative effect of this climate of 
panic, confusion and distrust amidst a 
raging pandemic is deeply disconcerting. 
Free flow of information and clear, effective 

messaging from the government are vital 
to create public awareness, which has 
been key in battling Covid-19 with relative 
success in Southeast Asian countries like 
Thailand, Malaysia and Vietnam, as a 
recent report by Reuters has shown.

Lack of national unity
Could a united health response through 
public-private partnerships or collaborative 
policy efforts by major political parties 
produce a better result? It most certainly 
could. So far, there has been no sign of 
such a thing happening. Politicians, like 
in normal times, continue to bicker over 
petty issues. People, like in normal times, 
continue to be divided or disengaged. 
The administration, like in normal times, 
continues to cavalierly dismiss scientific 
solutions. Perhaps the biggest barrier to 
Bangladesh’s success is this business-as-
usual approach to the pandemic. Even 
four months into the outbreak, the ruling 
Awami League and BNP have failed to 
find common ground for much-needed 
national unity. Until they do so, the very 
urgent need for the creation of a national 
council or committee on the Covid-19 

emergency would remain unfulfilled. Such 
a bipartisan council could do a much better 
job of handling the crisis than the current 
bureaucracy-led response mechanism. A 
national unity that brings together citizens 
and political rivals to face this emergency 
head-on is an urgent need of the hour.

Endgame 
Bangladesh, with its large population and 
grinding poverty, may seem like a perfect 
nursery setting for a new virus to take seed 
and spread uncontrollably. But this doesn’t 
have to be the case, as some cramped cities 
and relatively poor countries with a better 
TTI regime and better policies than ours 
have shown. A properly enforced lockdown, 
zonal or national, is still our best chance to 
fight the virus. As a study by a research team 
at the Imperial College London has recently 
shown, lockdowns have saved more than 
three million lives from the coronavirus in 
Europe. Whatever course Bangladesh takes 
going forward, one hopes that mistakes 
made in the first 100 days of Covid-19 will 
not be repeated in the second.

Badiuzzaman Bay is a member of the editorial team 
at The Daily Star. 
Email: badiuzzaman.bd@gmail.com

100 DAYS OF COVID-19

How did we fail so miserably 
in handling it?
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People disregarding social distancing advice and crowding a street in Fatullah in Narayanganj 

during the unofficial lockdown in late April. 
PHOTO: 
ANISUR RAHMAN

L
AST week, 
Bangladesh 
formally took 

over the leadership 
of the group of 
nearly 50 countries 
in the Climate 
Vulnerable Forum 
(CVF) for the next 
two years. The 
governance of the 
CVF is through a 
Troika system, with 

the current chair and the two previous 
chairs making collective decisions. Thus, 
the Minister of Marshall Islands as the 
previous chair and the Minister of Ethiopia 
as the chair before, met virtually with the 
Bangladesh Foreign Minister to formally 
announce Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
as the new leader of the CVF as well as the 
V20, which is the group of the Finance 
Ministers of the CVF countries.

At the same time, Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina has also announced the 
appointment of Abul Kalam Azad, her 
previous Principal Secretary, as her Special 
Envoy for the CVF. This is indeed an 
excellent decision. 

One of the new developments that is 
also planned during Bangladesh’s tenure 
as chair of the CVF is to set up a regional 
centre on climate change adaptation in 
Dhaka, in collaboration with the Global 

Centre on Adaptation (GCA) based in the 
Netherlands.

Over the years, each country that has led 
the CVF has initiated a centre of excellence 
to share their knowledge and help in 
capacity building of other CVF countries, 
such as a centre on renewable energy in 
Costa Rica, one on typhoon tracking in 
Philippines and another one on climate 
diplomacy in Ethiopia. Bangladesh now 
has the opportunity to make its Climate 
Change Centre into a major South-South 
centre on adaptation, but specifically on 
locally led adaptation.

Bangladesh was one of the first 
countries in the world to recognise the 
importance of climate change to our 
development. Under the Prime Minister’s 
leadership in 2009, we developed the first 
Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and 
Action Plan (BCCSAP), which had six 
pillars and over forty actions identified. 
Then the Bangladesh Finance Minister set 
up the Bangladesh Climate Change Trust 
Fund (BCCSTF) to support the actions of 
the BCCSAP, and each year, has allocated 
the equivalent of approximately USD 
100,000,000 to support the different 
activities of government agencies as well as 
civil society groups. Over the last decade, 
Bangladesh has invested hundreds of 
millions of its own funding in hundreds 
of activities around the country, with 
a special emphasis on supporting the 

most vulnerable communities in the 
most vulnerable regions. Government 
agencies as well as NGOs in Bangladesh 
have gained a significant knowledge 
of planning, as well as implementing, 
adaptation at the local level for different 
kinds of climate hazards, from floods and 
cyclones to droughts. 

The second body of knowledge and 
experiences that Bangladesh has developed 
and can share with other countries is 
on cyclone disaster preparedness and 
developing climate change resilient 
strategies to deal with the aftermath of 
cyclones. Bangladesh can continue to 
develop its expertise in dealing with the 
loss and damage associated with climate 
change in post-cyclone recovery and 
rehabilitation, and adaptation to future 
climate change impacts.

The third foundation that Bangladesh 
has already established is the setting up 
of the Gobeshona network of over 50 
universities and research institutions in 
the country, which has been developing 
research into action for decision-makers 
from the national government as well 
as sectoral and local government, and 
for NGOs and the general public. The 
annual Gobeshona conference held every 
January for the last six years has become a 
globally recognised event. In fact, the next 
conference, to be held in January 2021, can 
be joined with the Proposed Adaptation 

Summit event that is now being planned 
to be held on January 25, 2021.

A fourth advantage that has been 
established is the Least Developed 
Countries Universities Consortium 
on Climate Change (LUCCC), which 
is an official South-South knowledge 
sharing and capacity building initiative 
coordinated from the International Centre 
for Climate Change and Development 
(ICCCAD) in Bangladesh. This can be built 
upon for the CVF countries.

Finally, Bangladesh has been one 
of the global leaders on Community 
Based Adaptation (CBA) over many years 
and will be hosting the 15th annual 
International Conference on CBA in June 
2021, to be hosted by BRAC. It will be an 
excellent opportunity for the government 
to collaborate with BRAC to make this a 
major global event next year.

All of these foundations that have been 
laid down by Bangladesh over the years 
will work in our advantage as the chair of 
the CVF. The two year tenure as CVF chair 
will be an opportunity for Bangladesh 
to establish its leadership on the topic of 
locally led as well as community based 
adaptation, and will allow us to share our 
experiences and knowledge with the other 
CVF countries. 

Saleemul Huq is Director of the International 
Centre for Climate Change and Development at the 
Independent University Bangladesh.

Bangladesh can share crucial knowledge on 
locally led adaptation

POLITICS OF 
CLIMATE CHANGE

SALEEMUL HUQ
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ACROSS
1 Does a yard job
5 Secret store
10 “To repeat ...”
12 Turkish bigwig
13 Dull finish
14 Church feature
15 Mamie’s 
husband
16 Scanner target
18 Drive-in server
20 Crater part
21 Hand cost
23 Powerful people
24 Green shade
26 Carpet type
28 Cotillion girl
29 Spot
31 Water cooler
32 La Brea sight

36 China’s region
39 Verb for you
40 Showy detail
41 Consumed
43 Make blank
44 Book part
45 Zellweger of 
“Judy”
46 Frost, e.g.

DOWN
1 Parrot
2 Honshu city
3 Bottled buy
4 Canine command
5 Ship pole
6 Soft mineral
7 Oregon city
8 Slight variation 
of color

9 Chambers for 
women
11 Prepares a fillet
17 Gifted
19 Deli choice
22 Manor settings
24 “Smiley’s 
People” author
25 From Portugal 
or Spain
27 That woman
28 Disagree
30 “– a deal!”
33 Cookout site
34 Dancer Castle
35 Principle
37 Otherwise
38 Out of the wind
42 Phone 
download

ROBIN DIANGELO
(Born 1956)

American academic, lecturer, and 
author.

Like a nontechnical user 
trying to understand 
a technical problem, 
our racial illiteracy 
limits our ability to 
have meaningful 

conversations about race.

TANVIR KABIR and IFTEKHAIRUL ISLAM

H
OW can you tell if the nearest 
drinking water source is safe? 
What would be the agriculture 

yield this year, factoring in all the 
variables? How can we identify the 
optimum location for a rural healthcare 
facility? We can follow conventional 
approaches to look for the answers, but 
if we need a consistent, timely and cost-
effective solution, we must take the help 
of what is known as Remotely-Sensed 
(RS) data. Analysing RS and geospatial 
data has become the latest innovation 
in data generation. RS data comprises 
the images taken by satellites and UAVs 
(Unmanned Aerial Vehicle) that can be 
processed and modified to obtain critical 
information. The enormous scope of this 
unique source of intelligence has amazed 
stakeholders from science, technology, 
geology and policymaking alike. The 
easy-to-access nature of such data is 
unfurling new avenues of opportunity 
every day. In the last several years, it 
has made its foray into the monitoring 
and evaluation of development goals 
advocated by the United Nations (UN).

Assessing the outcomes of the 
Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs), the UN came up with the 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) in September 2015. These 
goals underscore a triple bottom line 
approach of human wellbeing by 
integrating agreed synergies and trade-
offs among economic development, 
environmental sustainability and social 
inclusion, adopted by world leaders 
and development partners. This time 
around, the objectives are much broader 

in scope, with 17 goals and 169 target 
areas. One compelling dimension of the 
SDGs is keeping in mind “the health of 
the Earth” while pursuing development 
goals. This makes the implementation 
and monitoring part all the more 
complex.

Collecting data continuously and on 
a significant scale is the basis of success 
in achieving these goals. That is where 
the whole initiative faces a considerable 
challenge. Development experts believe 
that conducting the census every ten 
years is not enough to detect the latent 
yet critical changes in socioeconomic 
indicators. Along with this regular 
practice, every country must portray 
an accurate and consistent picture of 
the indicators. According to estimates, 
it could cost up to USD 253 billion to 
monitor socioeconomic targets through 
household survey data on a broad scale 
for the entire lifetime of the SDGs. 

The application of RS data can play a 
critical role here. There are several Earth 
Observation (EO) satellite programmes 
like Landsat by NASA and Sentinel by 
ESA (the space agencies of the USA 
and European Union) that provide free 
access to high-resolution images and a 
wide variety of updated information. A 
developing country could save a ton of 
money and time and still extract relevant 
insight out of these data. With the recent 
development in big data analysis assisted 
by state-of-the-art software and cheap 
computing power, satellite images can 
aid in detecting suitable agricultural land 
or safe water sources, predicting floods 
and volcanic eruptions, or managing 
evacuation in a wildfire or cyclone. 

RS data could provide more 
specific recommendations suitable for 
targeted SDG interventions and local 
execution as well. As the methods of 
data collection from census and yearly 
surveys are different from country 
to country, RS data could support a 
standardised platform for analyses and 
policy suggestions. It can help solve the 
perpetual problem of infrequent and 
insufficient conventional data sources. 
These compelling features of RS data 
in measuring development factors has 
recently caught the attention of the UN’s 
High-Level Political Forum to kickstart 
a conversation on “Data for Sustainable 
Development”.

So how exactly can RS data help 
achieve the SDGs? The UN Statistics 
Division estimated that approximately 
20 percent of the SDG indicators could 
be translated and determined either 
through direct use of geospatial data 
itself or through integration with other 
statistical data. Indonesia has been using 
a GIS-based poverty map as a tool to 
detect inequality and disparity within the 
country. Many of their social protection 
programmes are hinged on such data. 
Geospatial analysis could further offer 
intelligence on the precise level of 
irrigation, fertilisers, pesticides and seeds 
required for optimum yield. The Indian 
state of Kerala has been analysing satellite 
images for making accurate agricultural 
decisions. Vietnam has also been using 
RS data to fight arsenic contamination 
and land subsidence issues in the 
Mekong delta. Many countries from 
Africa are applying satellite imagery to 
institute a substantive healthcare system 

like finding the optimum location of 
healthcare facilities, predicting patterns 
and distribution of diseases, monitoring 
the quality of air, and identifying sources 
of safe drinking water. 

RS data can also be applied to track 
and control unbridled urbanisation, 
deforestation and desertification. South 
American countries are benefitting 
exceptionally in the battle against 
illegal cutting and land-grabbing as 
they turn actionable insights out of 
satellite imagery. Countries that bank 
heavily on the blue economy utilise 
bathymetric data from satellites and 
sensors. They can take practical measures 
to maximise fishing output. These data 

also help predict the contamination of 
the river and sea by analysing the colour 
and texture of the surface water. One 
geospatial study projects that the entire 
coastal region of Bangladesh could 
drown if the sea level rises 18 inches 
due to global warming. It would affect 
more than 15 million people. RS data 
could help to formulate a secure and 
robust relocation programme for them if 
necessary.

The potential for applying GIS data 
in the development sector of Bangladesh 
is enormous. Being a signatory of the 
SDG protocol, Bangladesh must take 
advantage of this technology to keep 
up with monitoring and evaluating 
the indicators. For example, India 
has its programmes for auditing and 
assessing SDGs promoted by the Indian 
Space Research Organization (ISRO). 
As Bangladesh has already entered 
into the prestigious league of flying its 
own satellites, it is high time to move 
forward with new satellites equipped 
with sophisticated sensors and cameras. 
The Prime Minister recently mentioned 
in a speech that we must ensure the 
optimum use of land and resources 
to fight the economic fallout from the 
pandemic. Cutting edge geospatial and 
big data analysis, and state-of-the-art 
facilities for space and geo sciences, hold 
the key to this end.

Tanvir Kabir is a Science-Technology-Public Policy 
Analyst, and a member of the Bangladesh Foreign 
Service as Senior Assistant Secretary. Iftekhairul 
Islam is a PhD Candidate in Public Policy at The 
University of Texas at Dallas. Emails: tanvir.kabir@
da-vienna.at, iftekhairul.islam@utdallas.edu. The 
views expressed here do not necessarily represent 
the views of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs or the 
Government of Bangladesh.

Using satellites to get the real picture of development
The untold story of remotely sensed data

With the recent 
development in big 
data analysis assisted 
by state-of-the-art 
software and cheap 
computing power, 
satellite images can aid 
in detecting suitable 
agricultural land or 
safe water sources, 
predicting floods and 
volcanic eruptions, or 
managing evacuation 
in a wildfire or cyclone. 
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KAAL, 
or the 

rainy season, 
has officially 
arrived this 
week. If we were 
not shackled 
by Covid-19, 
we would have 
been welcoming 
monsoon with 

singing and dancing at public gatherings, 
arranging tree fairs, and planting 
hundreds and thousands of saplings all 
over the country. A perfect time to make 
our country greener!

It may therefore sound a bit strange 
to observe Desertification and Drought 
Day today, on June 17. We may even 
wonder—does this day have anything to 
do with luxuriant, riverine Bangladesh?

Before answering this question, let’s 
quickly look back at the 1970s. The year 
1973 saw the end of a five-year-long 
drought in Sub-Saharan Africa that killed 
more than 200,000 people and millions 
of animals. The severity prompted 
numerous global discussions and 
initiatives over the next two decades to 
address these grave societal challenges—
drought and desertification.

On June 17, 1994, the UN 
Convention to Combat Desertification 
(UNCCD) was adopted in Paris as a 
global effort to fight desertification 
and drought, primarily in Africa. Six 
months later, the UN General Assembly 
decided that, from 1995, June 17 
would be observed as The World Day to 
Combat Desertification and Drought to 
increase public awareness of these vital 
environmental concerns. Twenty-five 
years later, this year, the day has been 
renamed as Desertification and Drought 
Day.

Just to clarify, desertification does not 
mean expansion or creation of deserts. 
It is in fact a process where the quality 
of land gets degraded—through clearing 
of tree covers, unplanned and over-
exploitation of land resources, erosion of 
hills and rive banks, chemical pollution 
of land, and salinity intrusion, for 
example. Back in the 1990s, Bangladesh 

did recognise land degradation as a 
growing concern, as well as seasonal 
and long rainless spells, especially in the 
north-western part of the country.

Bangladesh signed the UNCCD 
in 1996. This UN convention is 
rather less known than its two sister 
conventions—the Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD) and the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC). These three UN 
conventions together are called the Rio 
Conventions—as they were the direct 
outcomes of the UN Conference on 
Environment and Development or the 
Rio Earth Summit held in June 1992 in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Prepared in line with the UNCCD, 
the National Action Programme (NAP) 
for Combating Desertification (2005) 
was Bangladesh’s first comprehensive 
attempt to tackle land degradation. This 
enthusiasm gradually dried out over the 
following years, and land degradation 
in Bangladesh continued. From 2000 
to 2010, for example, 334 square 
kilometres of forest land in Bangladesh 
was converted to shrub/grass land or 
cropland.

There are a few possible reasons for 
the UNCCD implementation getting 
sidetracked. First, overwhelming global 
attention to and resources for climate 
actions and biodiversity conservation, 
facilitated by the UNFCCC and the 

CBD processes, respectively, made 
the UNCCD a backbencher. Those 
two conventions also deal with land 
degradation and drought as a part of 
changing climate, carbon emissions, 
over-exploitation of natural resources, 
and destruction of ecosystems 
discourses—the second reason for the 
UNCCD struggling to find its unique 
niche.

Thirdly (although this is up for 

debate), the leadership—both at 
national and global levels—could also 
be responsible for limited attention 
and action to tackle land degradation. 
In Bangladesh, for example, while the 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change is accountable for 
implementing the UNCCD decisions, 
more resourceful ministries, like 
agriculture, land, local government, 
and road transport and bridges, are 
managing the country’s land resources 
according to government priorities.

In 2015, the fight against land 
degradation was rejuvenated globally 
as the UN General Assembly approved 
the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). Out of 17 SDGs, the UNCCD 
started focusing on SDG 15—life on 

land. More specifically, the convention 
deals with target 15.3—one of 169 SDG 
targets—which says “By 2030, combat 
desertification, restore degraded land 
and soil, including land affected by 
desertification, drought and floods, and 
strive to achieve a land degradation-
neutral world”.

“A land degradation-neutral world” 
is indeed a very ambitious vision. 
Nevertheless, if we move towards 

such “neutrality”, the concept of Land 
Degradation Neutrality (LDN) can help 
us to measure our progress. LDN talks 
about a condition where the amount 
and quality of land needed to support 
ecosystem’s functions and to improve 
food security remains at least stable. 
In other words—no more degradation 
occurs in a given piece of land, over a 
period of time.

In 2018, Bangladesh voluntarily set 
six targets towards LDN to be achieved 
over the next 12 years. In the National 
Report on Land Degradation Neutrality 
Target Setting Programme submitted to 
the UNCCD, the country promises to 
increase soil fertility and carbon content 
in 2000 square kilometres of cropland, 
to protect 1200 square kilometres of 

non-saline coastal land from salinity 
intrusion, and to reduce conversion of 
600 square kilometres of forest area, 
waterlogging in 600 square kilometres 
of area, soil erosion in 600 square 
kilometres of hilly areas and river bank 
erosion in 100 square kilometres of 
area—all by 2030, in line with the SDGs.

To meet these targets, the government 
has proposed a number of nature-based 
solutions—afforestation, reforestation, 
green-belt creation, village forestry, 
agro-forestry, slope stabilisation with 
vegetation, and river bank protection 
and charland stabilisation with 
plantation—many of which have 
long been practiced in Bangladesh for 
disaster risk reduction, climate change 
adaptation and ecosystem management.

We should now bring our experiences 
together and invest our limited financial 
resources in nature-based solutions that 
will not only reduce land degradation, 
but also fight the climate crisis and 
biodiversity loss in a cost-effective and 
efficient manner, with the people.

As we get ready to revive our 
economy after the pandemic, we 
need to stop seeing land only as a 
source to generate revenue, a space for 
rampant agro-chemical application, 
and a resource to abuse. We need to 
see soil as a living entity that feeds 
us, that shelters biodiversity, and that 
has the tremendous potential to store 
carbon, large enough to keep the global 
temperature increase below 1.5 degrees 
Celsius by 2030.

It is time for the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change to take the lead and push for 
Land Degradation Neutrality as a priority 
in Bangladesh’s land use sector. As the 
ministry is responsible for strategies 
and actions against land degradation, 
climate change and biodiversity loss, 
it needs to coordinate its efforts and 
investments around nature-based 
solutions to address all three societal 
challenges together. We should not miss 
this opportunity.

Dr Haseeb Md Irfanullah is an independent 
consultant working on environment, climate 
change, and research systems. His Twitter handle 
is @hmirfanullah.

DESERTIFICATION AND DROUGHT DAY

The threat of parched land
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As we get ready to 
revive our economy 
after the pandemic, 
we need to stop 
seeing land only as 
a source to generate 
revenue, a space 
for rampant agro-
chemical application, 
and a resource to 
abuse.
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Shutdown stopped their lessons
FROM PAGE 12

Young children and teenagers, from 
primary to the college level, were seen 
whiling away the time playing with 
their friends. Some were working in 
the fields or otherwise helping their 
parents.

Eighteen-year-old Md Shakil 
Mia, from Char Batiaya in Bogura’s 
Sariakandi upazila, is in the first year 
of HSC at Sariakandi Degree College.

For a teenager on the chars, access 
to the outside world is limited anyway. 
Shakil’s family has no television at 
home and no one owns a smartphone 
-- meaning he cannot take advantage 
of remote learning at home as others.

“Since the college closed, I am 
either sitting at home or playing 
cricket with others. I heard TV classes 
are going on, but I don’t have that 
opportunity,” said Shakil.

Md Tarek Sarker, a fourth-grader from 
Char Batiaya, said, “The school is closed 
and I am doing nothing except playing 
with my friends all day long. There is no 
one at my home to teach me.”

On the chars, there is no alternative 
to school education -- digital or 
otherwise.

A parent on Kuripara char, with 
a population of 3,000, 38-year-old 
Bablu Mia’s two children study at the 
local government primary school.

“After the school closed, they have 
no opportunity to learn to read and 
write at home as my wife and I are 

both illiterate.”
Poor families on the chars have also 

come to depend on the stipends their 
children receive for attending school, 
under the government’s Primary 
Education Stipend Programme.

On Moiyurer Char, 40-year-old 
Kohinoor Begum has two children in 
the local government primary school.

“My elder son Alam is in class five 
and he would get Tk 300 and my 
daughter in class one would get Tk 150 
each month. These last two months, 
they are not getting this money from 
the school after it was closed.” 

According to the Gaibandha district 
primary education office, there are 
around 100 primary schools in char 
areas under Gaibandha Sadar, Saghata, 
Fulchari, and Sundarganj upazilas. 
There are around 15,000 students 
studying in these primary schools. 

There are also over 5,000 
schoolchildren from the chars who 
study in schools on the mainland, 
said Md Hosen Ali, Gaibandha district 
primary education officer.

“Electricity and TVs are rare in the 
char areas of Gaibandha. In very few 
houses, you can find a TV run by solar 
power or charger-battery,” Hosen Ali 
told The Daily Star.

“It’s difficult to arrange online 
education for char students, but the 
government is trying to provide online 
education for every student who lives 
on the mainland.”

There are also eight high schools 
and three madrasas in the char areas of 
Gaibandha district, where the number 
of students is more than 5,000, said 
Md Enayet Hossain, district secondary 
education officer.

In Sariakandi upazila of Bogura, 
there are 47 primary schools, six high 
schools and four Ebtedayee madrasas 
in the Jamuna chars, according to 
the upazila primary and secondary 
education office. Students number 
more than 10,000 in total.

Additionally, around 2,000-3,000 
students from the chars regularly 
attend upazila town educational 
institutions, said Md Shahidul 
Islam, secondary education officer of 
Sariakandi upazila.

He, however, claimed many 
students on the chars have TVs and 
access to the internet and if interested, 
can access the government’s online 
education programme.

“Students who are living on the 
mainland are also showing less interest 
in online education,” said Shahidul.

In chars under Bogura’s Sonatala 
upazila, there are 10 government 
primary schools and a Dakhil madrasa 
where around 1,000 children study.

This is in addition to around 
400 students who live on the chars 
but attend schools and college in 
the upazila town, said Md Azizar 
Rahman, secondary education officer 
of the upazila.

Bangladesh gets IMF
FROM PAGE 12

Monetary Fund. Among the 119 
members, 88 countries voted in 
favour of Bangladesh’s membership. 
Six countries including Pakistan, 
Saudi Arabia and Jordan abstained 
from the voting process. Only Sudan 
voted against Bangladesh’s entry into 
the IMF.
BANGLADESH-NEPAL JOINT 

COMMUNIQUE 

Bangladesh and Nepal issue a 
joint communique today which 
stipulates the signing of a trade 
treaty between the two neighbours 
soon. It further says that trade 
relations will get a boost following 
the improvement of transportation 
and communication facilities 
between the two countries. 
FOOD SITUATION IMPROVES

United Nations Secretary General Kurt 
Waldheim today says that the food 
situation in Bangladesh has improved 
in recent times. However, he fears 
that early rain this year may badly 
affect the harvest. He identifies lack 
of transportation as a bigger problem 
than the food crisis. 
SEPARATE MINISTRY FOR JUTE

The government is actively considering 
the formation of a separate ministry 
for jute. It has long been a demand of 
the people of Bangladesh. Currently, 
jute is the main cash crop of the 
country. Bangladesh has exported 
87,000 tonnes of raw jute in the first 
five months of this year and earned Tk 
69 crore.

SOURCES: June 18, 1972 issue of 
Purbodesh.

13 die after showing
FROM PAGE 12

(RMO) of the hospital, adding that 
samples of the two were collected but 
the hospital authorities were yet to 
receive the test results.

In Madaripur, a 55-year-old 
man died of Covid-19 symptoms 
while receiving treatment at the 
isolation ward of Madaripur 
General Hospital on Monday 
night. He was admitted to the 
hospital in the evening with 
fever and respiratory problems, 
said Akhil Sarkar, RMO of the 
hospital, adding that samples of 
the deceased were collected for 
Covid-19 test.

In Chandpur, at least six people 
died with Covid-19 symptoms in five 
upazilas since Monday.

Of them, a 55-year-old local 
Awami League leader died with 
fever and respiratory problems at 
his house in Haimchar upazila 
yesterday noon.

Another 70-year-old man died with 
similar symptoms at his residence in 
Randhunimura area under Haziganj 
upazila yesterday noon, said Shoyeb 
Ahmed, Haziganj upazila health 
officer.

In a separate incident, an 82-year-
old man from Matlab Uttar upazila 
died at the isolation unit of Chandpur 
Sadar Hospital on Monday, said 
Sujauddowla Rubel, RMO of the 
hospital.

Besides, a 50-year-old man died 
with coronavirus-like symptoms 
at Desh Khaguria area of Haziganj 
upazila, an employee of local union 
parishad land office died in Shahrasti 
upazila and a youth died in Faridganj 
upazila on Monday, said local health 

officers.
In Pirojpur, a 55-year-old high 

school teacher died with coronavirus-
like symptoms at Bhandaria upazila 
early yesterday.

The man was suffering from 
respiratory diseases and died while 
being taken to the hospital, said 
Najmul Alam, Bhandaria upazila 
nirbahi officer.

In Moulvibazar, two people, 
including a child, died of Covid-19 
symptoms on Monday.

The five-year-child from Kalimabad 
village under Kulaura upazila had 
been suffering from fever, cold and 
breathing problems for the last one 
week, said Nurul Haque, Kulaura 
upazila health officer, adding that the 
child died before being taken to the 
hospital.

Another 58-year-old man from 
Konagaon village under Juri Upazila, 
died at Sylhet Osmani Medical 
College Hospital after suffering from 
respiratory problems.

In Habiganj, a 48-year-old 
local Juba League leader died 
with coronavirus symptoms in 
Shayestaganj upazila yesterday 
morning.

The victim was suffering from 
fever and breathing problems for the 
last few days. He was admitted to 
Habiganj Sadar Modern Hospital on 
Monday evening.

But he died yesterday morning 
while undergoing treatment, said 
Moklesur Rahman Ujjan, the district’s 
deputy civil surgeon. 

Our correspondents from 
Patuakhali, Faridpur, Chandpur, 
Moulvibazar and Pirojpur 
contributed to this report.

Virus clusters
FROM PAGE 12

While these cases have caused 
concern about a resurgence in 
countries that had suppressed their 
outbreaks, the disease is gaining 
momentum in other regions with 
massive populations.

Known infections in India have 
crossed 330,000, and already 
stretched authorities are bracing for 
the monsoon season, which causes 
outbreaks of illnesses such as dengue 
fever and malaria every year.

13 judges
FROM PAGE 12

admitted to Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital.

The other infected judges and staff 
members are receiving treatment at 
their residences, according to the 
sources.

Chief Justice Syed Mahmud 
Hossain has talked to all the infected 
judges and asked officials concerned 
to take necessary actions to ensure 
proper treatment of the judges.

The chief justice also asked 
the district judges concerned to 
take appropriate measures for the 
treatment of the infected staff.

Two separate committees have 
recently been formed to ensure the 
treatment of the infected judges 
across the country.

Earlier last month, the law 
ministry set up a monitoring cell to 
ensure treatment of the lower court 
judges.

Law Minister Anisul Huq is giving 
necessary directives to the monitoring 
cell to this effect, law ministry sources 
said.

Bolivia
FROM PAGE 12

“We were overwhelmed,” said 
Villazon, likening the incident to a 
“terrorist attack”. No serious violence 
was reported by police.

The villagers had previously held 
protests demanding the mayor take 
down the masts over fears that they 
could spread Covid-19, according to 
the newspaper.

Interior Minister Arturo Murillo 
said on Twitter that people loyal to 
former president Evo Morales were 
destroying masts in Yapacani as well 
as San Julian and Ichilo, two other 
eastern towns.

Bolivia’s communications ministry 
issued a statement reminding people 
that 5G technology is not available in 
the country and that it is not linked 
to the respiratory illness.

Ratan, a seventh grader, carrying grass to his home on Shalukha char of Bogura’s Sariakandi upazila. He helps his 

parents with work on the char as his school remains closed on account of the Covid-19 outbreak. While students 

from primary to  college level have been trying to study at home or take online classes, those in areas with no 

electricity or limited internet access are not being able to keep up. PHOTO: MOSTAFA SHOBUJ

Israeli firm monitors sewers 
in fight against coronavirus
AFP, Ashkelon

An Israeli company is monitoring 
coronavirus traces in a coastal city’s 
sewers and hopes to deploy its 
technology more widely to provide 
early warning of future concentrations 
of the respiratory disease.

Ari Goldfarb saw a unique 
opportunity to test the limits of 
underground technology developed 
by his firm when coronavirus patients 
were moved into a hotel in Ashkelon 
taken over by the government.

“When this Covid-19 pandemic 
came, it was clear to us that we can use 
this system, or this knowledge, to give 
a better insight” into the virus, he told 
AFP.

Fixated by wastewater since seeing 
raw sewage streaming into the sea 
while surfing as a teenager, Goldfarb 
founded the firm Kando initially to 
pinpoint industrial waste in the city’s 
labyrinthine municipal sewage system.

Eight years on, the company’s 
network of sensors, autosamplers and 
controllers placed under manholes in 
Ashkelon are tracing coronavirus.

In May, Kando partnered with 
scientists and mathematicians in 
Israel, Europe and the United States 
to embark on a month-long pilot 
to determine the accuracy of their 
technology.

The findings, said Goldfarb, 

conformed with the health ministry’s 
data showing the breadth and the 
near-exact location of confirmed virus 
carriers, including the hotel used by 
patients.

“We’re the only one who can tell 
where the outbreak is and how big the 
outbreak is in the city,” said Goldfarb.

Sewage has also been tested in 
cities like Melbourne, Paris, Tokyo, 
Amsterdam, Valencia and the US 
state of Massachusetts -- although 
mostly on a small scale and without 
precision.

Kando’s manhole sensors can 
measure the flow of wastewater 
and how far it has travelled, using 
algorithms to determine the best 
moment to automatically collect 
samples.

They are then analysed at a number 
of laboratories, with the findings 
instructing the firm on the direction 
to follow within the sewage system’s 
pipes to reach the source of the virus, 
Goldfarb said.

Scientists around the world have 
already detected Covid-19 in patients’ 
stools within sewage systems, but can 
only provide a general reading of the 
presence of the virus in a community.

Kando’s technology can go further, 
according to Goldfarb, by giving a 
more precise location of an outbreak, 
potentially helping authorities control 
diseases.

City

Steroid proves first
FROM PAGE 12

to save lives worldwide.”
There are currently no approved 

treatments or vaccines for Covid-19, 
the disease caused by the new 
coronavirus which has killed more 
than 431,000 globally.
SAVING COUNTLESS LIVES

The RECOVERY trial compared 
outcomes of around 2,100 patients 
who were randomly assigned to get 
the steroid, with those of around 
4,300 patients who did not get it.

The results suggest that one death 
would be prevented by treatment 
with dexamethasone among every 
eight ventilated Covid-19 patients, 
Landray said, and one death would be 
prevented among every 25 Covid-19 
patients that received the drug and are 
on oxygen.  

Among patients with Covid-19 who 
did not require respiratory support, 
there was no benefit from treatment 
with dexamethasone.

“The survival benefit is clear and 
large in those patients who are sick 
enough to require oxygen treatment, 
so dexamethasone should now 

become standard of care in these 
patients,” Horby said.

Nick Cammack, a expert on 
Covid-19 at the Wellcome Trust global 
health charity, said the findings would 
“transform the impact of the Covid-19 
pandemic on lives and economies 
across the world”.

“Countless lives will be saved 
globally,” he said in a statement 
responding to the results.

The RECOVERY trial was launched 
in April as a randomised clinical trial 
to test a range of potential treatments 
for Covid-19, including low-dose 
dexamethasone and the malaria drug 
hydoxycholoroquine.

The hydroxychloroquine arm was 
halted earlier this month after Horby 
and Landray said results showed it 
was “useless” at treating Covid-19 
patients.

Global cases of infection with the 
novel coronavirus have reached over 
8 million, according to a Reuters 
tally, and more than 434,000 people 
have died after contracting the virus, 
the first case if which was reported in 
China in early January.

People rush
FROM PAGE 12

several hours for a ticket, but in vain. 
A staffer at the counter said all tickets 
until the middle of next month were 
booked. I will lose my job if I fail to 
fly to Italy within next two weeks,” 
said expatriate Bangladeshi Shamim 
Hossain who came home in January.

Like Shamim, some others 
complained that they didn’t get 
tickets of Qatar Airways flights to 
travel to different Middle Eastern 
countries. They said they were also at 
risk of losing their jobs if they failed 
to reach their destinations within the 
next couple of weeks.

Speaking to this correspondent 
on condition of anonymity, a Qatar 
Airways official said they were issuing 
tickets considering the priorities of 
passengers.

“Our priority is to give tickets to 
passengers whose visas will expire 
soon and who are at risk of losing 
jobs,” added the official.

Flight operations on all 
international and domestic routes, 
except for China, remained 
suspended since March 21 to curb the 
spread of Covid-19.

Flight operations on domestic 
routes resumed on June 1 on a 
limited scale. Carriers were allowed 
to operate flights on three domestic 
routes out of seven.

CAAB Chairman Air Vice Marshal 
M Mafidur Rahman said a Qatar 
Airways commercial flight, carrying 
33 transit passengers from Doha, 
touched down at Hazrat Shahjalal 
International Airport at 2:10am 
yesterday. It left for Doha with 274 
transit travelers.

On June 11, the government 
decided to resume operations of 
Biman Bangladesh Airlines flights 
on Dhaka-London-Dhaka route. It 
granted permission to Qatar Airways 
to operate three flights a week from 
yesterday on Doha-Dhaka-Doha 
route on the condition that those 
would carry only transit passengers.

The CAAB chairman said they 
made all preparations to resume 
operations of international flights 
in line with health guidelines, 
prepared following instructions 
of the International Civil Aviation 
Organization.

The CAAB installed a disinfectant 
tunnel at a boarding gate of Dhaka 
airport for arriving passengers.

Qatar Airways will operate flights 
on Doha-Dhaka-Doha route on every 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.

However, Biman has decided to 
operate Dhaka-London-Dhaka flights 
from June 21.

Tahera Khandaker, deputy general 
manager (public relations) of Biman, 
said they would initially operate one 
flight to London from Dhaka on 
every Sunday. 

The CAAB chairman said they 
want to reestablish air links with 
different other countries considering 
the demand for flight tickets.
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Although sport around the world is only now re-emerging after being halted for three months because of the coronavirus pandemic, the 

Bangladesh national football team have been given a strict prescription on how to maintain fitness during the lockdown by coach Jamie Day. 

Midfielder Sohel Rana has had the privilege of getting his workouts done at the Abahani ground in Dhanmondi as he has been staying at the 

club dormitory since the shutdown began in March and he continued to work in line with instructions. Bangladesh are supposed to resume 

their World Cup and Asian Cup Qualifiers on October 8, when they play host to Afghanistan, before travelling to Qatar to play their away match 

against the defending Asian champions on October 13. Although Sohel was a fair distance away, he did not have the field to himself as some 

Somalian students from Daffodil University were also playing at the same ground. PHOTO: FIROZ AHMED

MOSTAFA SHABUJ

Most cricketers usually dream 
of playing cricket on the biggest 
stage due to their admiration for 
someone who has excelled in the 
sport. 

It is also usual to see a 
cricketer discovered by some 
local or international coach after 
an excellent display in a local 
tournament. However, Bangladesh 
opener Sharmin Akhter’s cricketing 
journey is different as the right-
handed batter’s cricketing ability 
was first noticed by a local coach 
when she was playing a different 
sport. 

“I once participated in a local 
badminton tournament when I was 
in the seventh or eighth grade. A 
lot of people, including some local 
cricket coaches, also used to come 
and watch those tournaments. One 
such coach, Bablu bhai, after seeing 
me play asked me, “You seem to 
have good strength in your hands. 

Would you like to play cricket?” 
I agreed and started going 

to the stadium to practise. But 
after practising cricket for a few 
days with the boys, I kind of lost 
interest,” said Sharmin, who hails 
from Gaibandha.

Having come to cricket from a 
different sport, Sharmin’s interest 
for the game was yet to grow. That 
was soon to change as Sharmin 

recalled the time she was first 
fascinated by the cricket. 

“In 2008, I went for a trial at 
the BKSP in Savar after coming to 
know about it from Bablu bhai. 
Just as I entered the BKSP premises, 
I saw a number of girls and boys, 
wearing white jerseys, divided into 
two teams and playing cricket. 
I found the environment to be 
very appealing and that is when I 

decided that I have to get admitted 
here,” said the 24-year-old. 

Sharmin had impressed during 
the trial and got herself admitted at 
the BKSP in 2008. But she still had 
a long way to go. And according to 
her, it was the environment in BKSP 
that made her realise that she too 
can make it big and take up cricket 
as a profession. 

“Rashed sir in BKSP taught me 
everything about cricket. It was 
Rashed sir who had instilled in me 
the idea that cricket can be taken up 
as a profession and can be a way of 
achieving greatness in life. 

“Actually, BKSP was the basic 
foundation of my cricketing career. 
I don’t think I would have made it 
this far had it not been for BKSP. 
I think BKSP’s environment, 
discipline and lifestyle is ideal 
for a girl to become a cricketer,” 
explained Sharmin, who now only 
hopes to get back to the field as 
soon as possible and contribute for 
the country.

From badminton to cricket
While much fandom surrounds Bangladesh’s male cricketers, the story is not yet the same for women cricketers who 

have nonetheless been growing in stature on the international arena. Since the halt in cricketing activities The 
Daily Star has been talking to women cricketers to learn stories of their early days. In today’s instalment, we 

talk to batter Sharmin Akhter, who scored the first ever half-century for the country against Ireland 
during their World Cup qualifier fixture in 2011. 

Sarri targets 
first Juventus 
trophy 
AFP, MILAN 

Maurizio Sarri takes on 
his former club Napoli in 
Wednesday’s Italian Cup 
final looking for his first 
trophy as Juventus coach 
days before Serie A resumes 
after a three-month 
shutdown.

Juventus are chasing 
a record-extending 14th 
Italian Cup against five-
time winners Napoli in 
Rome, after the Turin 
giants’ four-year cup-
winning streak was ended 
last season. 

Sarri took over at 
Juventus one year ago after 
a season with Chelsea.

PSG talisman Neymar could not resist sneaking out to 

the beach, the day after returning to Paris following 

a three-month stay in his native Brazil.
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Tibet’s only football club folds over altitude row
Tibet’s first and only professional football team has become the latest in a string of Chinese 

clubs to fold, following a row over hosting matches in one of the highest cities in the world. Lhasa 

Chengtou played only two games in the Tibetan capital -- which sits at an oxygen-sucking altitude 

of 3,650 metres (12,000 feet) -- and on both occasions the referee had to suspend play every 15 

minutes to let the players breathe bottled oxygen, Xinhua news agency said. The demise of the club, 

just three years after it was founded, is a blow to the ruling Communist Party’s hopes of having a 

team in the professional leagues to make Tibetans feel more integrated into China. Lhasa Chengtou 

finished last season 26th of 32 teams in China’s third division and had been playing their home 

matches thousands of kilometres (miles) away.                                                                                             -- AFP

WHAT TO WATCH

FACEBOOK
LA LIGA

Eibar v Athletic Club
Live from 11:30pm

Real Valladolid 
v Celta Vigo

Live from 11:30pm
Osasuna v Atletico Madrid

Live from 2:00am 
(Thursday)

BUNDESLIGA
Star Sports Select 2
Eintracht Frankfurt 

v Schalke
Live from 10:30pm
Borussia Dortmund 

v Mainz
Live from 12:30am 

(Thursday)

ENGLISH PREMIER 
LEAGUE

Star Sports Select 1
Aston Villa v 

Sheffield United
Live from 11:00pm

Man City v Arsenal
Live from 1:15am 

(Thursday)

SAMAMA RAHMAN

After 100 days 
of inactivity, 
E n g l a n d ’ s 
P r e m i e r 

League will return to eerily empty 
stadiums across the country 
tonight, with clubs playing each 
of their remaining nine league 
fixtures in the space of 37 days to 
meet the provisionally scheduled 
finish on July 26 -- a game every 
four days for clubs no longer in 
the FA Cup.

There will of course be the 
strict protocols that have to be 
maintained in order to negate the 
threat of coronavirus infection, 
such as no handshakes, no 
spitting, no mass confrontations 
and no surrounding match 
officials. In the absence of ball 
assistants, spare balls will be 
placed around the pitch and, 
in a commercialisation of the 
game perhaps only possible in 

the climate of English football, 
players will even be directed 
by broadcasters towards a 
‘celebration camera’ after scoring 
a goal.

But that run of fixtures, 
coupled with the fact that players 
will be returning to competitive 
football less than three weeks 
after beginning contact training 
and only a few days removed from 
their first taste of competition in 
friendly matches, will serve only 
to exacerbate the risk of injuries 
that has been highlighted in 
sport worldwide.

The Premier League will need 
its restart to go without a hitch in 
order to preserve its glamorous 
image above all else, and for 
that they will need to heed the 
warning signs from Germany’s 
Bundesliga, Europe’s first major 
league to resume their season.

There were a total of 12 
injuries in Germany’s top tier 
over the opening weekend as 

the Bundesliga returned to 
action despite the number of 
substitutions being upped from 
three to five on a temporary basis. 
Players there could not cope 
with the demands of the game 
after 66 days without football 
and the ‘mini pre-season’ had 
not done enough to get them 
back in shape. Whether the extra 
24 days in England will make a 
difference, only time will tell.

Another observation that 
can be made from the restart 
of the Bundesliga is that home 
advantage has taken on less 
significance than ever before. 
Data from Gracenote shows that 
before the postponement of the 
Bundesliga, home teams won 43 
percent of the 223 games played, 
with 35 percent being away wins 
and 22 percent draws. In the 55 
games since the restart, home 
wins have plummeted to 20 
percent while away teams have 
won 50 percent and draws have 

gone up to 29 percent. Prior to 
the lockdown, over 43 percent 
of matches ended with the home 
team victorious.

That will perhaps not be a 
problem when Arsenal and 
Manchester City face off tonight, 
with their stadiums usually 
having the atmosphere of a 
library, but it will affect teams 
lower down the ladder -- whose 
supporters are less ‘prawn 
sandwich brigade’ -- such as in 
the earlier kick-off, when Aston 
Villa face Sheffield.

Lessons can be learnt elsewhere 
as well, such as in Italy, where 
Maurizio Sarri was unimpressed 
by his side’s showing on their 
return to football in the Coppa 
Italia, commenting that the 
players ‘faded after 30 minutes’ 
and that the situation was ‘worse 
than in pre-season’.

If those observations were 
made by the veteran following 
a clash as important as the 

semifinal of a tournament, the 
Premier League will not be able 
to pride itself on providing 
‘the most entertaining brand 
of football’ that it claims when 
most of its teams -- barring those 
in the race for the top four -- have 
nothing to play for. Sarri also had 
another cautionary tale, saying 
that he had been overzealous 
with the five substitutions, 
thereby disrupting the flow of the 
game.

With Liverpool on top by an 
unbelievable 25-point margin, 
needing just two wins from their 
remaining fixtures to secure the 
title, some may question why the 
league has restarted at all. But 
with losses already amounting 
to over 500 million pounds 
and some projecting it to climb 
over a billion, ‘Project Restart’ 
became almost the need of the 
hour. Whether it will pay off 
on the field is another question 
altogether.

PHOTO: COLLECTED

Arsenal frontman Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang (L) and Manchester City striker Raheem Sterling were in jovial mood in training as the defending champions prepare to take on 

the Gunners when the English Premier League resumes today.

Can the money-spinners get it right?
Premier League returns tonight

Day signs 
two-year 
extension
SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Football Federation (BFF) 
retained the services of Jamie Day as 
head coach of the national team for 
the next two years. 

The 40-year-old British national 
signed the contract online yesterday, 
just over a month after his previous 

contract expired on May 15.
However, the two-year contract with Jamie will come 

into the effect two months later, from August 14, as 
BFF wants Jamie to resume work from the middle of 
August following the coronavirus pandemic that forced 
FIFA and AFC to suspend its World Cup and Asian 
Cup qualifiers campaigns, as well as club competitions 
while the various football associations also halted their 
domestic competitions.

“I just want to confirm I have agreed to a new two-year 
deal as the head coach and am really looking forward to 
working with BFF again. 
I am obviously excited 
about getting back 
and working with the 
national team players,” 
Jamie said in a video 
message sent by the BFF 
yesterday.

“I am now looking 
to developing and 
progressing further as a 
national team. We have 
four tough games [of 
World Cup and Asian 
Cup Qualifiers] in 
October and November 
but ones we are really looking forward to, and I can’t 
wait to get back with the boys in the camp and get them 
fit and ready for the games,” added Jamie, who has been 
in charge of the boys in red and green for the last two 
years on the basis of one-year contracts.

Ahead of the World Cup Qualifiers, Jamie wants to 
start the national camp from August 22. “It’s an exciting 
year. I’m looking forward with delight now that we have 
agreed to a new deal and now hopefully we can get ball 
rolling to get the players back [into football] and have a 
really good year with results,” said Jamie.

“We have signed a contract with Jamie on a virtual 
[platform] and the contract remains almost the same as 
last year’s contract, but the vacations have been reduced 
in the new one,” said BFF general secretary Abu Nayeem 
Shohag , adding that the national teams committee will 
sit today to discuss the different issues.

‘Staging T20 WC this 
year is unrealistic’
AFP, SYDNEY

Staging the Twenty20 World Cup in 
Australia this year is “unrealistic” in 
the midst of a global coronavirus 
pandemic, Cricket Australia chairman 
Earl Eddings admitted Tuesday.

The tournament is scheduled to take 
place from October 18 to November 

15, and officials have previously said they are planning for 
it to proceed on those dates.

But with many global borders still shut due to virus-
related travel restrictions, Eddings conceded that was 
looking increasingly unlikely.

“While it hasn’t been formally called off this year, or 
postponed, trying to get 16 countries into Australia in the 
current world, where most countries are still going through 
COVID spiking, I think it’s unrealistic, or it’s going to be 
very, very difficult,” he told reporters.

Eddings said Cricket Australia had put forward a number 
of options to the International Cricket Council (ICC).
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UP member 
shot dead in 
Bandarban
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Bandarban

A union parishad member 
died of bullet wounds 
at Chattogram Medical 
College Hospital late on 
Monday night, hours after 
unidentified criminals 
shot him at his Bandarban 
home.

The dead is Chain 
Chahla Marma, 35, a 
member of Kuhalong 
Union Parishad under 
Bandarban Sadar upazila.

Sanu Prue Marma, 
chairman of the union 
parishad, said a group of 
criminals went to Chain 
Chahla’s home around 
7:00pm on Monday and 
shot him. The criminals 
soon left the scene.

Locals rushed the UP 
member to Bandarban 
Sadar Hospital. He was 
later shifted to Chattogram 
Medical College Hospital 
where he breathed his last, 
said the chairman.

Shahidul Islam, officer-
in-charge of Bandarban 
Sadar Police Station, said 
they were trying to identify 
the criminals.
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SHAMSUDDOZA SAJEN

EGYPTIAN DELEGATION CALLS ON 
BANGABANDHU
A five-member Egyptian delegation today 
calls on Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman at his official residence. They hand over a letter from 
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat to the Bangladesh prime minister. 

Later, referring to the question on Egypt’s recognition of 
Bangladesh, Mohammad Tawfiq Obeida, leader of the delegation, 
tells journalists that Bangladesh is now a reality. He expresses his 
confidence in the leadership of Bangabandhu and says that under 
his able leadership Bangladesh will be a happy and prosperous 
country.  
BANGLADESH BECOMES A MEMBER OF THE IMF
Bangladesh today becomes a member of the International 

FIRST YEAR OF BANGLADESH
BANGABANDHU’S NATION-BUILDING CHALLENGES

Bangladesh gets IMF membership

A five-member Egyptian delegation calls on Bangabandhu at his 

official residence on June 17, 1972.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2

Virus clusters in 
China growing
NZ reports first new cases in 
almost a month as infections 

surge in LatAm, S Asia
AGENCIES

China’s capital was facing an “extremely severe” 
coronavirus threat yesterday, as New Zealand reported its 
first new infections in almost a month and fears mounted 
that the deadly pandemic is still far from under control.  

More than eight million people have now been infected 
with the virus worldwide since it first emerged in China 
late last year -- with more than 437,000 deaths -- and the 
tolls are still surging in Latin America and South Asia.

Even without an effective treatment, caseloads and 
death rates have declined across Europe.

The UK, however, is still struggling with the world’s 
third largest outbreak and New Zealand said the two new 
cases reported there were recent arrivals from Britain. 

The South Pacific nation had declared last week that it 
had ended community transmission of the virus.

European countries are eager to drop coronavirus 
restrictions to save the imminent summer tourist season, 
but Spain warned that it may quarantine British visitors 
should the UK persist with its plan to quarantine all 
overseas arrivals.

And the latest reminder of the threat came from China, 
which had largely brought its outbreak under control, as 
27 new infections were reported in Beijing, where a new 
cluster linked to a wholesale food market has sparked mass 
testing and neighbourhood lockdowns.

“The epidemic situation in the capital is extremely 
severe,” Beijing city spokesman Xu Hejian warned, as the 
number of confirmed infections soared to 106.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

Bolivia villagers 
destroy 5G masts 
over virus fears

AFP, La Paz

Multiple telecoms masts were destroyed Monday 
by Bolivian villagers who feared that 5G technology 
could transmit coronavirus, media reports said.

The South American country does not yet have 
5G wireless infrastructure, which has been linked 
to the pandemic in viral posts on social media.

According to the conspiracy theory, 
electromagnetic radiation causes the symptoms 
of Covid-19, not a virus -- an idea debunked by 
scientists.

Four communications towers were destroyed in 
Yapacani, near the city of Santa Cruz, local police 
chief Franklin Villazon was cited as saying by the 
newspaper El Deber.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

13 judges 
infected with 
Covid-19
26 court staffers also 
have the disease
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Thirteen judges and 26 staff 
of lower courts across the 
country have so far been 
infected with Covid-19.

Four lower court judges 
with Covid-19 symptoms 
are receiving treatment in 
isolation, Supreme Court 
sources said yesterday.

District and Sessions 
Judge of Netrokona 
Shahjahan Kabir and Chief 
Judicial Magistrate of 
Munshiganj Begum Rokeya 
Rahman, who were the first 
among the judges to have 
been infected with the virus, 
have already recovered and 
joined their offices.

Ferdous Ahmed, judge 
of Women and Children 
Repression Prevention 
Tribunal in Lalmonirhat, 
has been admitted to the 
ICU at Combined Military 
Hospital, sources said, 
adding that he has been 
given plasma therapy.

Begum Shamim Ahmed, 
Judge of Special Judge 
Court-8 of Dhaka, has been 

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

13 die after 
showing 
Covid-19 
symptoms
STAR REPORT

At least 13 people died with 
Covid-19 symptoms in six 
districts since Monday.

In Patuakhali, two 
people, aged between 
60 and 65, died with 
coronavirus-like symptoms 
while undergoing treatment 
at the isolation unit 
of Patuakhali 250-bed 
Hospital.

They were admitted to 
the hospital with Covid-19 
symptoms a few days 
ago, said Kamruzzaman, 
resident medical office 

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2

Shutdown 
stopped their 
lessons
Children of chars with no 
access to electricity or TV 
deprived of remote learning
MOSTAFA SHABUJ, Bogura

Schoolchildren in char areas do not 
even have the chance of accessing 
the government’s remote education 
programme because their families don’t 
own televisions or have electricity.

After educational institutions 
countrywide were indefinitely closed 
in mid-March due to the coronavirus 
outbreak, the government introduced 
televised learning from March 29 for 
classes six through 10 -- later expanding it 
to include primary students as well.

Char students, however, are deprived of 
their daily lessons as entire chars on the 
Padma, Jamuna, Teesta and other major 
rivers are not under electricity coverage. 
Televisions, therefore, are rare in these 
communities.

This correspondent visited five chars 
on the Jamuna river last month, none of 
which had electricity. Only several families 
on each had solar panels, which they use 
to charge mobile phones and power fans 
and TVs for those who have them.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2

Men from Al-Markazul Islami, a social service organisation that has  dedicated itself to burying Covid-19 victims for free, on the way to 

perform the last rites and burial of another dead. While even families and relatives are afraid to approach the bodies due to fear of infection, 

employees of Al-Markazul Islami have been working selflessly to ensure proper burial of the dead. So far, they have performed the last rites 

and burials for 680 suspected and confirmed Covid-19 victims. The photo was taken yesterday at Rayerbazar burial grounds.
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Nikhil Talukdar, George Floyd -- faces of two victims of police brutality from two sides of the world are graffitied side by side on 

the Dhaka University campus. Nikhil, a Gopalganj farmer, was allegedly assaulted by an assistant sub-inspector and later died 

in a Dhaka hospital. George Floyd was murdered by a police officer in Minneapolis last month. The photo was taken yesterday.

city

SEVERE COVID-19 CASES

Steroid proves 
first life-

saving drug
REUTERS, London

Dexamethasone, a cheap and widely used steroid, has 
become the first drug shown to be able to save lives among 
Covid-19 patients in what scientists hailed as a “major 
breakthrough”.

Results of trials announced yesterday showed 
dexamethasone, which is used to reduce inflammation 
in other diseases, reduced death rates by around a third 
among the most severely ill Covid-19 patients admitted to 
hospital.

The results suggest the drug should immediately become 
standard care in patients with severe cases of the pandemic 
disease, said the researchers who led the trials.

“This is a result that shows that if patients who have 
Covid-19 and are on ventilators or are on oxygen are 
given dexamethasone, it will save lives, and it will do so 
at a remarkably low cost,” said Martin Landray, an Oxford 
University professor co-leading the trial, known as the 
RECOVERY trial. 

“It’s going to be very hard for any drug really to replace 
this, given that for less than 50 pounds ($63.26), you can 
treat eight patients and save a life,” he told reporters in an 
online briefing.

His co-lead investigator, Peter Horby, said 
dexamethasone was “the only drug that’s so far shown to 
reduce mortality - and it reduces it significantly.”

“It is a major breakthrough,” he said. “Dexamethasone 
is inexpensive, on the shelf, and can be used immediately 
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People rush 
for tickets as 
int’l flights 
resume
Many wait in queue 
for hours but get no 
Qatar tickets
RASHIDUL HASAN

Many people were seen 
waiting in a long queue 
at a Qatar Airways ticket 
counter in the city’s 
Tejgaon area yesterday, the 
first day of resumption 
of international flight 
operations to and from 
Dhaka after nearly three 
months.

Several of them said 
they couldn’t buy any ticket 
after waiting at the counter 
for hours.

Qatar Airways and 
Biman Bangladesh 
Airlines arethe two 
airlines primarily granted 
permission by the Civil 
Aviation Authority of 
Bangladesh (CAAB) to 
operate international 
flights on a limited scale.

“I came to the counter 
at 7:00am and waited 
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