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Tidal surges a threat 
to plantation in 
Shuvosandhya beach
Around 25,000 tamarisk trees uprooted by 

cyclone Amphan alone
SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

The onslaught of super cyclone Ampan 
on May 20 wrought havoc to the large 
tamarisk plantation in Shuvoshandhya 
beach, a tourist spot in Barguna’s Taltoli 
upazila, uprooting about 25,000 trees on 
10 hectares of land and damaging the road 
connecting the spot. 

Including it, about 50,000 trees of half 
of the 100-hectare forest have been lost as 
a result of soil erosion in the last two years, 
said Samir Ranjan Mistry, a forest officer in 
Taltoli Range.

The entire plantation area faces the 
threat of eventual extinction as the sand 
gets removed from the tree roots due to 
frequent tidal surges. 

The forest department in fiscal year 2014-
2015 started planting tamarisk trees on the 
‘Shubhosandhya’ beach in Nalbunia area, 

about 10 km south-west of Taltoli upazila 
town, and the beautiful gardens gradually 
spread on about 100 hectares of land. 

The man-made forest, adjoining the Bay 
of Bengal and the mouths of three big rivers 
-- Payra, Bishkhali and Baleshwar, offers 
nature lovers the opportunity to enjoy the 
beauty of sunset in the vast water. 

The number of tourists saw a gradual 
increase there in recent years. 

But cyclone Amphan uprooted 
thousands of trees in the forest adjacent to 
the beach, said Jahangir Hawlader, a local 
resident. 

“About 100 feet of the road connecting 
to Shubhosandhya beach also collapsed 
due to the removal of sand. If the soil 
erosion affected by tidal surges continues, 
the tamarisk garden will head towards 
extinction and the area will lose attraction 
to tourists,” he said. 

Motaleb Hossain, president of Taltoli 
Press Club, said immediate steps should be 
taken to protect the beach from erosion. 

In December every year, a big moon-
lit night festival is held in the beach area, 
which attracts thousands of people. 

Besides, thousands of tourists come 
from home and abroad every year.

 This correspondent during recent visit 
the beach found hundreds of uprooted 
trees falling on the beach and a portion of 
the road link badly damaged. 

The tamarisk garden is reduced every 
year due to soil erosion by rains and tides, 
said forest officer Samir Ranjan Mistry. 

“The matter has been reported to the 
higher authorities. A letter has also been 
given to the Water Development Board 
authorities to make an embankment on an 
urgent basis to prevent the breach,” he said.

2 muggers 

killed 

in mass 

beating
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

Two suspected muggers 
were killed in a mass 
beating in Kacharirtek area 
in Sadar upazila of the 
district on Tuesday night.

The deceased were 
identified as Mohammad 
Hiron, 35, of Mollabari 
area in the town, and 
Mohammad Akash, 38.

Police quoted locals as 
saying that four muggers 
boarded on a battery-run 
auto-rickshaw of one Kawsar 
Mandal, 20, of Alipur area, 
to go Annandabazar area 
of the same upazila on 
Tuesday night.

On their way to 
Annandabazar, when 
they reached Kacharirtak 
area the gang pushed off 
Kawsar from the vehicle 
and tried to flee with the 
easy-bike. 

Hearing Kawsar’s cry for 
help, local people chased 
them, caught three of them 
while another managed to 
flee the scene and gave them 
a mass beating, leaving 
them critically injured. 

On information, police 
went to the spot, rescued 
the trio and took them to 
Faridpur Medical College 
Hospital where the 
doctors declared Hiron 
and Akash dead, Officer 
in Charge (OC) of Sadar 
Police Station Morshed 
Alam said.

Injured auto-rickshaw 
driver Kawsar and another 
injured mugger is now 
undergoing treatment at the 
hospital, he added.

The entire plantation area 

faces the threat of eventual 

extinction as the sand gets 

removed from the tree roots 

due to frequent tidal surges, 

about 50,000 trees of half of 

the 100-hectare forest have 

been lost as a result of soil 

erosion in the last two years.

Part of the tamarisk plantation and a link road lie ravaged in Shuvosandhya’ beach, 

a tourist spot in Barguna’s Taltoli upazila, as an impact of super cyclone Amphan on 

May 20. The photo was taken on Saturday.
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TESTING FOR COVID-19

Kalihati admin leads the 
way by setting example

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

When people all around the country, 
even in the capital city, are struggling 
to get tested for Covid-19, the 
administration of Kalihati upazila has 
come up with a timely and innovative 
solution to solve the problem. 

The administration has invested 
in a custom order specialised vehicle 
that is now going to the doorsteps of 
interested residents to collect Covid-19 
test samples from them.   

An entire battery-run vehicle was 
modified for the purpose, with a 
protective sample collection chamber 
in its back. A pair of heavy-duty long 
rubber gloves is fitted outside the glass 
panel of the chamber. 

A tray is also attached below the 
protruding gloves so laboratory 
apparatus, such as swabs and test tubes, 

can be stocked as necessary. Staying 
unexposed inside the safety of the 
collection chamber, fitted with fixed 
glass panels all around, the sample 
collector can use the gloves from inside 
to collect necessary samples from a 
person standing right outside. 

Last Thursday, lawmaker Hasan 
Imam Khan inaugurated the operation 
of the specialised vehicle on the 
premises of Kalihati Upazila Health 
Complex in the upazila headquarters. 
The vehicle is now operational under 
the health department of the upazila.

Ansar Ali, chairman of Kalihati 
Upazila Parishad; Shamim Ara Nipa, 
upazila nirbahi officer (UNO); and Dr 
Mohammad Saidur Rahman, upazila 
health and family planning officer 
(UHFPO); were present, among others, 

on the occasion. 
Anisur Rahman, a technologist at 

the health complex, said the vehicle 
was made in a way so that all necessary 
items can be kept inside the collection 
chamber and the sample collector, 
inside the chamber, would not need 
to wear any personal protective 
equipment while collecting samples by 
using the gloves attached to the glass 
panel.   

UHFPO Dr Mohammad Saidur 
Rahman said now the residents of the 
upazila do not need to put themselves 
or others in harm’s way by going to the 
hospital just to give samples for the 
Covid-19 test. Rather, the vehicle will 
go to the houses of probable Covid-19 
patients.   

Explaining how they managed the 
expenses to procure the vehicle, UNO 
Shamim Ara Nipa said the Kalihati 

Upazila Parishad provided Tk 3 lakh 
for the particular project. 

South Korea and India have already 
been successful in making vehicles for 
collection of Covid-19 samples. In the 
case of the vehicle in Kalihati, they 
tried to incorporate similar features 
that are available in the vehicles made 
in those countries. 

All the remodelling work was done 
at a local workshop and the vehicle will 
enable them to collect samples from at 
least 50 people each day, she said.    

“When people from remote areas 
come to the hospital to give their 
samples, a larger number of people are 
under the risk of getting infected by 
them. But since this vehicle will collect 
samples by going door to door, it will 
help reduce the risk of spreading the 
infection further,” the UNO hoped.

Samples for Covid-19 test are being collected by a technician who is inside 

the protective collection chamber of a customised vehicle. Other interested 

villagers in Kalihati upazila are seen queued up at a safe distance. Financed 

by Kalihati Upazila Parishad and initiated by the administration of the upazila, 

its health department launched the service last week for residents of the 

upazila.   PHOTO: COLLECTED


